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Yes, thoQ art fled; and saints a welcome sing; 
Thine infant spirit soars on angel wing. 
Our dark affection niiglit liave hoped thy stay ; 
The voice of God lias called his child a\%ay.— 
like Samuel, early in the temple found, 
Sweet rose of Sharon, plant of holy gronnd. 
Oh I more than Samuel blessM, to thee 'tis given. 
The God he serv'd on earth, to serve in heaven. 
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VOULD th« spotless innocence of childhood, 
the fairest hopes that time would mature the 
expanding blpdsoms of superior intelloct, or could 
maternal care and affection, have averted the 
stroke of fate, the interesting subject of this 
memoir had not faded in |in early tomb. But it 
was the will of Divine Providence, that, " ere 
*^ sin could blight, or sorrow fade,'' this open- 
ing flower should be conveyed to heaveil, there 
to flourish in ange)ic purity, and tben^ to receive 
the reward of the most perfect fortitude, piety, 
and resignation* 

Charles Sayeb^ the youngest of th0 tiume- 
rous&mily of Tsrry Sayer, Esq. of Sandwicht 
in Kent, and Elizabeth his wife, daughter of 
William Bell, Esq. of the island of Guernsey, 
was bom Novembtr the first, 1803. He was ^ 
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delicate, but well-formed child, with a counte- 
nance peculiarly animated and intelligent. In- 
deed, his brilliant d^rk ^yes, ^dqmed witji the 
most strikingly beautiful long eyelashes, might 
ever be said to express as much as his words. 
From his infancy he displayed marks of an ex- 
traordinary capacity and understanding, far be- 
yond those of the generality of children at the 
same age. At three years old he began to read, 
and delighted in it so much, that he oflen de- 
clared his wish to be able to compose books;' 
and preferred the amusement they affoMed him, 
to playing with toys, or other childish grati- 
fications. In November, 1808, one of his sis- 
ters taught him Arithmetic, and he went re- 
gularly through Addition, Simple and Com- 
pound Multiplication, and Division, all of 
which he perfectly understood, and which he 
acquired with so much ease, that he would 
frequently, while so employed, whistle or sing 
the lessons his sisters were practising upon theh* 
pianoforte. In July, 1809, he was taught Re- 
duction ; and was the following twelve months 
at an English day-school, and upon which oc- 
casion alone he acquired a knowledge of gram- 
mar. Though the youngest child in the school, 
he soon arrived at the top of the first spelling 
class, in which were boys of 14 and 15 yean 



of age. In 1810, the death o^ his father ahi 
two brothers, and the continuance of sickness in 
the family, obliged them to remove from place 
tofdace for change of air and scene, and allowed 
but little opportunity for attending to his educa- 
tion, except in Arithmetic, which was always a 
favourite pursuit with him. 

During the winter of 1810, being at St. 
James's church in Bath, he enquired of his 
ever-attentive mother, what the painting over 
the altar was intended to represent ; who, not 
being sufficiently near to discern exactly, re- 
plied, she supposed the Last Suppier; to which 
he answered, in a tone as if fully impressed with 
the solemnity of the subject, *' No, mamma, I 
" think it cannot be that ; for the Disciples were 
*' all present at the Last Supper, and only two 
"are r^resented there." Can such an answer, 
from a child of sev^n yc^rs of age, be ever 
effieed from the mind of aii affectionate mother ? 

Having been early accustomed to witness an 
unifbtrm attention to religious duties, he was 
upon all occasions extremely attentive and de- 
vout, and addressed his evening prayers to the 
Almighty with extraordinary fervency for some 
time previous to his dissolution. Sunday he 
always devoted to reading prayers and religious 
books ; and nothing could induce him on that 
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day to pursue fais usual amusement^ In his 
Qwn family he was a dutiful, tractable child, and 
a most entertaining companion : but amcHig ib^ 
innumerable ties that endear his memory to bi^ 
mother, none can make so indelible an imprest 
sion, a^<$ his affectionate attention to herself, hU 
anxiety to relieve her afflictions, and his ^arn^ 
and constant endeavours to amuse her» and to 
divert her thoughts. 

While his health would permit, h^ enjoyed 
with avidity the active sports suitable to hi^ 
age, and was const^tly employ^ both in bddy 
and mind; but it was certainly his i^up^ridr 
piety and goodness, that enabled him to sup** 
port, for nearly two yeat*s, a lingering disbrdef, 
which was at times attended by great bodily 
sufferings, without a single murmur or coiOh 
plaint. A convincing proof of the very sup^ 
rior powers of his mind was, that he «ubmitted 
cheerfully to every restraint imposed upoil him ; 
saying, with regard to diet, " I have left ofFwish- 
^^ ing for those things I am not allowed to eat, 
** as I know, if they were proper for me. Dr. 
" Crawford (of Clifloii) would not fbrbid my 
•* having them." 

In whatever he was engaged, he was remark- 
ably exact and methodical. His papers, books^ 
&c* were always in the nicest order; apd every 
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pail of the day was allotted to some particulae 
occmpation ; consequently he left behmd him 
many memorials of his industry and ingenuity* 
He bad a wonderful taste in cutting papery 
hk trees in particular are exquisitely done; and 
aa be never learned to draw, his specimens in 
that art are undoubtedly proofs of genius ; his 
eopies are so extremely correct and well exe- 
cutedy that it is easy to mistake them for the 
originals. Indeed, whatever he undertook, was 
performed with so much diligence and exact- 
ness, aa was truly astonishing. He ever took a 
warm interest in the politics of the day, par- 
ticularly when the French were in Russia; and 
was most anxious for the newspapers during the 
time the catholic bill was discussed. In his 
writing books and manuscripts scarcely a blot 
can be discovered ; and he wrote so clear and 
good a hand, that his iimting is as easily read as 
printing itself. 

Of the following Publications, the first was 
begun December the 14th, 1812, and finished 
the third of April, 18 13* The first few pages 
were written upon a slate, and afterwards copied 
upon paper. Finding that too tedious, he never 
again adopted it> but planned the story in his 
miad with such precision, that there is not a 
single word altered in the whole composition; 
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a letter is occasionally omitted, which he added 
afterwards. The second, which is called A 
Romance, was begun the latter end of April, and 
completed in less than two months. At that time 
he told his mamma he had discovered a me^ 
thod, by which he could proceed much quicker 
than formerly, which was, to arrange the events 
in his mind first, and then to express them in the 
words in which he intended to write them down j 
and that sometimes forty pages, upwards of one 
chapter, were jfrequentiy thus arranged in bis 
mind ready to be committed to paper ; and for 
this purpose, not more than three hours in the 
day, were necessary. 

So great was the rapidity and eagerness with 
which he read a great variety of books, that it 
seemed scarcely possible, he should retain any 
distinct recollection of what he did read; but, 
on the contrary, so wonderfully extensive was 
his memory, that he constantly shewed evident 
proofs, that he not only remembered the facts, 
but even the language, word for word, appeared 
to be stamped on his mind. 

Though, for some time previous to his disso- 
lution, his health became gradually worse, he 
continued to amuse himself in his usual wav till 
within a few days of his death, when he appeared 
very restless; but not a single word, or symptom 
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of impatience, escaped him : he uttered not one 
complaint ; but merely said, in an affecting tone 
of pious resignation, " I am very fidgetty." Grate- 
ful for every attention paid him, and appearing 
perfectly satisfied with every thing that was done 
for him, he finished his earthly career, and 
resigned his soul into the hands of his Maker, 
expiring without a groan in the arms of his 
afflicted mother, July the twenty-eighth, 1813. 

To that mother, whose heart was already la- 
cerated by repeated losses, what a trial was the 
death of such a child ! Yet, supported by the 
true spirit of Christianity, and animated by the 
bright hopes of futurity, she meekly, and even 
cheerfully, submits to the Divine will, in these 
words of holy Writ, The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord. 

GuERfirsET, Mar, 1, 1815. 
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CHAPTER I. 

X HERE once lived in great affluence an illustrious, 
pereonage^ called Don Alphon^a^ who had three 
most intimate acqucuintances 3 their names were>. 
Don Castellano>, a great general -, Signior Anelgro^ 
a renowned adnural ^ and Signior Sebastiano, a 
reputed nobleman^ who in the course of his life had 
gone through a variety of extraordinary adventures. 
These four were all extremely rich^ and their houses 
looked more like palaces^ than the habitations of 
private persons^ and the insides were furnished no , 
way inferior to the apartments of a royal family. 
Their friendship was so great, that each took it in 
turn to entertain the. other three at his house. Thus 
it was when the fqur friends weife assembled in 
the house of Don Al^honsa, in the beginning of a 
^9^ December afternoon, and consulting in what 
manner they should amuse themselves^ Don Al- 
phonsa proposed that they should relate their adven*^; 



lures. This was instantly agreed to, and himself as 
master of the house was unanimously proposed to 
begin. He therefore began his history in the foU 
lowing words. 

The Adventures of Don Alphonsa. 

When very young I discovered a great taste for 
seeking adventures. My father, seeing this, used 
his utmost endeavours to check it, but in vain. It 
increased with n^y years, so that by the time I was 
grown up I was quite impatient to set out. Seeing. 
I should be unhappy till I got my wish, my father 
thought it best to comply : he therefore one day 
took me aside, and, representing the dangers I must 
go through, gave me three days to consider, and if 
I continued in the same opinion at the end of that 
time, he would furnish me with a vessel and men 
to go as soon as I pleased. I now conceived myself 
at the summit of haj^iness, and waited with impa- 
tience till the three days were past, when, seeing I 
continued of the same mind, my father bought a 
ship of 32 guns, and hired a crew of 240 men ; I 
then embarked, and set sail. We sailed two days 
without any thing remarkable happening 5 but on 
the third, early in the morning, we perceived a lai^ 
vessel making towards us, and soon discovered it to 
be a frigate of 36 guns belonging to the enemy. 
We immediately prepared for an engagement, and, 
the frigate coming up, the sky was in an instant 



^bBcnlred with smoke 3 the cannons roared like thim- 
der, and the bullets flew like hail about our ears ; and 
the enemy attempting to board iis^ those that were 
not employed about the guns were obliged to draw, 
^md keep them off sword in hand. We soon re* 
pulsed them in this way, and after a terrible engage^ 
ment of about an hour, the Mgate*s main-mast went 
overboard close to the bottom, killing and disabling 
several men -, and a few minutes after the top part 
of the mizen-mast came down with a great crash, 
when she thought proper to sheer off; but we pur- 
sued her, and after a short chase overtook and 
obliged her to surrender. We then took the crew 
out, and as the frigate was quite a wreck, we sunk 
her in this action. I lost nine men killed, and thir- 
teen wounded, with very little damage to the vessel, 
while two-thirds of the frigate's crew were killed ot 
wounded. 

I then pursued my voyage without interruption 
for some weeks, as I did not wish to land till it 
was quite necessary 5 but the ship springing a leak, 
the provisions beginning to fall short, and ports 
now getting very scarce, as we were going out of 
the more civilized parts of the world, I thought it 
best to put in at a port from which we were now at 
no great distance. I however stayed no longer here 
than was necessary to put the prisoners on shore, 
stop the leak, and provision the vessel. I then set 
sal for the second time 5 and about a week passed 
away, wben^ one night, such a violent storm arose, 
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tliat' we lost all management of the ship; and eXr 
pectecl every moment to go to the bottom ; and the 
^ilors were all so fri^htened^ that they could do no** 
thing during this time. I saw several flashes to the 
.west^ and distinguished the noise of guns at a disr 
tance, which I supposed were the signals of distress 
from some ship in as bad a situation as my own; hvA 
•I was not in a way to render it any assistance^ and 
was therefore obliged to be content. I continued ia 
this situation for nine hours, when the storm being 
abated to a high wind, and day-light 'coming o&, 
my men's spirits returned. I encouraged them as 
much as I could ; but the wind still blew 90 hard^ 
that, notwithstanding our utmost efforts, we could 
not direct the vessel. We continued in this terrible 
way for ten days ; but on the eleventh morning, to 
pur great joy, the storm was entirely gone ; and as 
we were sailing along in /the afternoon^ we per^ 
ceived three boats full of men rowing towards us : 
it directly came into my head that they were the 
crew of the vessel from which the signals of distress 
came, and I therefore desired my men to treat them 
well. My conjectures were right ; for they csune 
alongside of us, and begged us to take them in, tell- 
ing us, that they were shipwrecked on the night of 
the dreadful storm, and must certainly starve if we 
did not take them in, as they had hardly eaten any 
thing since that time. I could not refuse them, 
though I h^ rather have dispensed with it, as I was 
afraid the provisions would fall short, for there were 



120 of them. As soon as they were all in safe^ I 
took the Captain into my cabin^ and desired him to 
tell me the particulars of his shipwreck, and what 
distance we were from land. He said, that two hours 
after the storm arose his ship struck, when he fired 
some guns, but that moment the sea broke over the 
vessel, and washed away some of the men ; upon 
which we all jumped into the boats, and hardly had 
got in when the ship foundered. We were soon car- 
ried away by the violence of the waves^ and run a 
great risk of being upset. On the fourth day we saw 
land^ and tried all we could to gain it ; but the sea 
ran so high, that all our efforts were fruitless. After 
that we lost sight of it^ and saw nothing but the 
sea and sky till this afternoon^ when we had the 
good fortune to faU in with you, and you took us in, 
or we must have all starved, as we quitted the ship 
in such a hurry, that in all t^ie three boats there was 
nothing to eat or drink but about a third part of a 
round of beef, halft^ardozen biscuits, and two very 
Simall barrels of water. - 

. The Captain here ended his account^ and I 
asked him whether he thought he could direct ucr 
to the land he had seen, and if it proved to be 
uninhabited ; if once we got about the place where 
he struck, if he could direct us into a port. He 
said he thought he could do either; at which 1 
was much rejoiced> as the principtd reason 6f tif 
asking was, that the pilot had a short time beforie 
declared to. me, that we had been so nnich blown 
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out of our course during the stoiln, that he had 
not the least idea where we were $ and as the 
ehip was very mudi shattered^ I thought it best to 
go to the land which they had seen in the boats ; 
and, with the Captai|i*s direction and assistance^ 
on the seventh day came within sight of it, when 
I anchored, and, manning a boat with six men 
Imd an officer, I sent them to reconnoitre, and see 
what sort of a place it was, and wh^her it wad 
safe to anchor in shore. The next day they came 
back with an account that it was an islaoid, that 
they had been aU round it, and bad found a creek 
exactly fit for the ship to put in ; that there was 
plenty of timber fit for repairing it, a great many 
deer, and in one part c^ it there was a forest, Anom 
which came great howling and roaring ; and they 
ther^ore thought it was the habitation of some wild 
beasts. On this I immediately sailed into the creek, 
and set about repairing the ship ; but as there were 
more men than was necessary, I declared my intesi'- 
tion of going aU over the island, and gave those 
who chose it leave to go with me ; and t^Hrdve men 
and a mid^pman offered to go the next morning $ 
therefore we each equipped ourselves with a gun and 
sword, a cartridge box full of cartridges, and a pow« 
der horn : four of us carried large bags for the game 
we shot, and we aU had a smaH bag of provisions. 
We then set out, and had gone about half^-mile, 
when, turning the icomer of a grove, we were i^ a 
short distance from a fine deer. As soon as it saw us 



it Bet of^ and away we all went full cliase after it^ 
\mt, unfortunately^ in its course it ran through a 
large space covered with prickly pear bushes : the 
leaves of these have hard thorns as long as a needle 
growing on them^ and the fruit its^ has bunches 
of small ones all over it ; but we were so eager in the 
pursuit that we did not mind them. I went first, and 
when I had got half way through, a large stone 
came in my way, and over I went headlong among 
the thorns. I got up as soon as I could ; but just as I 
was half way up, one of my men came along, did 
not perceive me, and down we came together ; and 
so it went on, as fast as we tried to get up, another 
came and tumbled us aU down again, till we were 
all sprawling about. At last we got up, sadly scratched 
^md disappointed, for the deer had time to get out of 
sight ; however, to make some amends, as we were 
making the best of our way out of the bushes, we 
disturbed some small animals like hares, and shot 
two of them. About noon we lighted a fire, and 
^eat our hares, and some of the provisions we had 
brought : and as we sat round, a thought came into 
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my head that I might found a colony there ; and the 
place where we were would do extremely well to 
build a town on ; fdr it was close to the sea, and at a 
short distance there were some large springs of excel- 
lent waten When we got up, therefore, I put a mark 
upon the place; and after shooting near two dozen of 
ciuiews^ wild ducks^ and other water fb wl, which weris 
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. alon^ the shore/^v^ went on. Atnigtit wi^ slqyt ki 
. a tree.. • , •.:■;!'•, 

The aext day and the third passed away, and we 
, fihot only eight sm^ jbirds/ On the fourth our 
provisions were all out, and we eama to the forest -, 
.hut just as we weiregoijogto) enter it,} a> large serpent 
' attacked us : we fired and klUdd it -, and.as it was ra- 
ther late we. cut ofif;i|;svhe^, roasted jits ihiniy,. and 
. eat it, pad found it very.gpQd : but as we were en- 
joying oupse];yes, .we lizard a dre9i(yul soar, and ii 
!^y^^r J^^^P^^l ^^ o^ the wQodj and seized a; man. I 
^ ^)ip,tched up jpfiy gui>, ai^l wa^ j nst goingto fire, when 
the t^yger spryn^ng off in the opposite disi^oiiito 
wh^t i.t pame^ its tail came in contact with :ine» 
: 9^ hurled me to the .grQm[i4> yfh&te I lay for; some 
• timej, not daring ^to pioye^ , and ^ heard my -eomipar- 
, Qions fire twice 3 fox ^s soon., as ^^part^ :pf thcf tygor 
tpuched jojie^ I thpijght I was. go|^g to be ; devoured. 
^At length Jyentiifedto look up, %iid found they 
ihad )uUed thetygier, and the man was, ^ot hurt, iM^itt 
luckily opjy held him* by the coat. "We passed that 
^liight in the Wjpod^ but there was ^ suph A: howling 
that we could not deep at^. » The next da^.we got 
out, and when wp ^^i^re at a good distan*Qe j^x)m it^ 
I ai^d half of the me» laid down and slept, whik 
t^ie other half continued upjfeo wa-tch. Presently I 
was awoke by being very. rpugWy hancfted^and ^ook- 
4ng up found myself in the trunk of an elephant^ 
who was examining nie with great attention. My 
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.«ompamens who went to deep- were each in the 
trunk of a separate elq)hant, and I saw those who 
sat up at a short distcuice flying as fast as they could. 
On this I set up a dreadful roar^ trhich woke tine rest -, 
and they seeing their .sitiiaiion joined their ivoices to 
miae in a general ahout, which so frightened the ele- 
phants, that jthey threw us down^ a&d gallopped off Ih 
4imanner so curious and grotesque, that our shout 
4>f distress was in one.moment.chaiiged into a loud 
Toar of laught^. After we had huigh^ fuH a quarter 
,of an hour, we called the rest^ hut it was soni&tinle her 
fore they had , coiira^ to look bsidd ^ hdwever, when 
they did> and saw us safe and alojte, they joined ua 
jiir^ctly. . 'J I • , i : . 

. Nothing mote- ha|^ned to us on our journeys 
«s w^ gpt h^ck; to the ship thcL next day, after tra; 
•versing- nearly thef. whole islands* ! 1 mentioned the 
building a U^wn t9 the Captain, wd asked his adr 
yiee, but he' e^d ]aie -did not knpw? any plan better 
than whatr !k4>mpoiedj I therefcMne took half of the 
nien> and lea^ng the other half about the ship, I 
built acomfdete towp^^of- coinfiartf^l^ cottages, and 
when they were done, assembled the .'men,; and de** 
sired those who liked, it, to come forward and take 
possession of .a house ; anid, as an encouragement, I 
toM th«n that some time or other I ^loidd certainly 
s^ftd the wives and children of those who had them^ 
and some more people for inhabitants » and near a 
bundled offered. I then gave the government to 
the Captain as a return for his services to me^ and 
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giving the men what was necesiaiy^ as the sliip wai 
quite repaired^ he directed me where to go^ and I 
sailed away. 

After a fortnight we arrived at a port in a coun-' 
try with which a peace had hut just heen con« 
eluded ; and as we were lying in harhour one day, 
I was suddenly surprised to see some of the ship's 
company^ who had gcme on shore> eome jump^ 
ing into the hoats^ and row as fast as they could to^ 
wards the ship^ pursued by an immense mob ci 
people^ who came after them, surrounded the vessel^ 
and demanded that they should be delivered up$ 
and on my refusal would have destroyed both us and 
the ship^ if I had not made haste and set sail. For^ 
tunately we were well equipped, as I was only wait-^ 
ing for a favouraUe wind to go ; and every thing 
seemed to unite in our favour, for just then a fair 
breeze sprung up, and we were soon out of thdt 
reach. I then enquired the cause of all this bustle, 
and found that the men had gone to drink at a 
puUiie-house, where there were likewise some 
sailors bdionging to the port, and got quarrelling^, 
ivhen the other men attacked mine^ and getting 
the worst, by their noise and complaints so provoked 
the mob against them, that they threw stones and 
sticks in such showers, that my men were obliged to 
take to flight. I was satisfied with this account, as I 
was afraid they were the aggressors, in which case I 
should have punished them. 

About this time some important discoveries wer^ 
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made^ and I was ambitious to acquire similar 
faoDour and riches to those who had them; % 
therefore sailed away to regions never before ex- 
I^ored. In abo^t a month we discovered some 
small uninhabited islands ^ here we found som<^ 
very rare animals^ btnto, and plants^ besides a 
pumber of very valuable pearls, for they lay scat-* 
tered along the sea shore like shells; in other places 
I got quite a cargo < of them. We likewise shot 
a candor : the wings of this immense bird mea- 
sured twelve feet ten inches from tip to tip, and it 
is the largest species in the creation : and caught an 
animal called the elk, a very laige lund of deer, the 
boms of whid^ are applied to all the useful purposes 
of hartshorn. 

Encouraged by this success I sailed more norths 
ward, till I came to a continent; and continued 
coasting along the shore^ and making fresh dis-* 
poveries, tiU I entered a spacious bay, where I 
thought we had best winter, as the cold was now 
coming on very severe. A few days after we had an^: 
chored, we were surprised to see a great number of sa- 
vages standing along the beach, who were surveying 
the vessel witii the greatest astonishn^ent ; and one 
of the men happening to fire a musket at a bird jusi 
at the time, its falling dead without any visible cause 
to them, and the flash and explosion, completed their 
surprise. We afterwards found that they were the 
inhabitants of the place, who were just come from 
the upper parts of the country^ where they spend the 
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Summer. In a short time they dispersed ; and a few 
days after when we went on shore, as soon as they 
saw us at a distance, one of th^m, wlio by his dress 
and manner appeared to be the cMef> ran and brok^ 
k branch from a tree, laid it between us and them> 
nnd then returned to his party, r I could not in the 
least comprehend what this meant; but an old sailor; 
who had been abroad a great deal, and kaew th^ 
manners of the savages, told me that- it was a sign 
they wished for peace, and, if I accepted it^ I must 
cut a branch ai^d lay beside thieirs, but, if I refused, I 
must break it. I therefore inmkediat^y accepted it; 
which the people no. sooner percdved, than they 
plaiidy testified their joy, and came up close and esx.^ 
amined us, and we found them very hospitable, well-» 
disposed people. We passed the wudter very well 
\ere ^ , and I had an opportunity , ^ taisting some 
bear's paws, which are reckoned gneat delicaoies'; |6r^ 
during die cold . seaison, they infested the place very 
much, and we were killing them cofilinually. The 
next spring, when the Inhabitants wenli into the 
country, the chief invited us to go with ^hem^ and 
I and about a third of the men wept^ its I wished 
to make a map of the place.: but as stitkn I as I had 
done this>. I went .back to the ship^ 4nd set sail 
homeward, highly elated with my good Success : but 
before we qame away they gave us some reindeer to 
t^ke with us, for they had su^h ftumbens of them, 
9nd so tame> that they followed ;theai about in sujch 
• manner as io become ^Luite $i nuisance. AVhUe w« 
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were there we shot a great many^ whicii astoi^is^ed 
thenatiyeft as much as at firstj^ ai^d it was wifth the 
greatest difficulty we could m^ke them helleyq that 
it was the firing which killed them. , , 

But to return to my voyage. We had not been 
gone many days» when the man, at the. lofist-head 
gave notice that the ice float3 were appr(>aching 
very fast, and we should sopn be* surrounded by 
them. We were all greatly alarmed at this; and 
.the more so^ as we soon fbund to our cost what h^ 
said to be true, for in leas than h^lf an hour we 
were completely hemmed in. W^ continued in this 
dreadful way for near two months, and had nothing 
to expect but that if a storm arose^ the ice woruld be 
driven against us^ and we must all perish, or that 
we must starve; and we certainly should have been 
.the latter, if some large flocks of migrating birds 
had not fortunately passed us just at that tiitie : 
but even so it would not hav^ doi^e, if the ice had 
Aot providentially thawed ; a^d,,as it was> we were 
obliged to kill all the deer, which was a great dis^ 
appointment to me, as I wished very, much to in- 
troduce the breed into my.native country, which I 

knew would be a very acceptable thing. > ' 

At length we arrived at the inhabited parts <^ 
the world, and were glad to put .in' at the nearest 
port, in a miserable condition.. Howev^, as>soon 
as we had recruited ourselves sufficiently, I set 
sail towards my native place, as I was impatient 
to arrive there, and publish my discoveries. But 
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I was destined to go through more dangers be* 
fore I attained this 5 for we were scarcely out of 
sight of the shore^ when a squadron of the enemy 
of two frigates^ one 44, ai^d the other 36, and a 
brig of IS guns, appeared in sight, and, seeing us all 
alone, bore down upon us. We tried all we tovM to 
avoid them, but their ressels were better sailers than 
cars, and soon gained upon us. Perceiving there was 
tio chance of escape that way, I determined to sell my 
liberty as dear as possible^ and therefore made pr^ 
paration for resistance. The squadron soon came up, 
and surrounded us, and a very severe action etf- 
sued, till at length, just as I was going to strike, the 
ship having become completely unmanageable, a 
large ship of 60 guns came to my assistance. This 
turned the scale in my favour, and after some time 
the brig and the smaller frigate surrendered, but the 
other escaped by superior sailing. I then shifted 
my pearls into the frigate, and got in myself with 
the crew, for my own ship was so much damaged^ 
that the first high wind would have sunk her. 

After this we went on foi' some time very well 5 but 
one morning there was such a fog that we could not 
see five yards off; it was impossible to guide the ship. 
Presently it struck on a sand-bank ; and what was 
our surprise and grief, when the fog cleared up, to 
find that we were in the enemy's country ! At first I 
was so thunderstruck that I could order nothing for 
eur safety ; but when I came a little to myself, I 
armed some of the sailors^ and sent them to short 
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dislaneed all aionnd^ that in case of an attadc ir« 
might have some notice and time to prepare our-^ 
sdves^ and with the others set about trying to gel 
the vessel off; and alter woi^ing very hard all day 
and night> the next morning we succeeded ; and very 
Ittcky we did just then^ for we had scarcely pushed 
away from the shore^ when a squadron of cavalry 
came gallopping towards the place. We hod been 
discovered by a peasant^ who had been and informed 
the governor of a town about two leagues distant, 
and he had sent these to take us. They fired several 
vollies, but to no effect; and as I returned them with 
broadsides from the ship> which did very great exe-» 
cution, they soon thought fit to retire. We then 
pursued our voyage in peace for about an hour; 
when suddenly we perceived five cutters of 14 guns 
apiece in full pursuit after us. The governor had 
sent four to bring the ship into harbour after we 
were taken, and if the soldiers could not overcome 
us by themselves, to assbt them; ftnd got in another 
himself to go and examine it, as from the descrip* 
tion he was very sure that it must be one of their 
own Agates, which had sailed from his port but 
three weeks before, and must consequently have 
been very lately taken. Wlien they came to the place 
which the peasant had told them, enraged at our 
escaping without any damage, they set sail after us 
without delay. As soon as I saw them I guessed 
what they were, and cleared for action. When they 
came near they summooed us to surrender, which I 
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relumed wkh a broadside, that sunk the fareifidsl 
cutter } but the other four^ tmating to their united 
strength^ opened their fire upon xls : but we soon 
sunk two more> when the remainifng two thought 
better of it, and retired towaids the shore as fast aa 
they could, wheire I did not choose to pUrsne them. 
The crews of those we sunk . woiild certainly have 
been every oixe di^wned^ if we had not wilii the as^ 
sistance of our boats managed to save a few poor 
creatures. They were very grateful for this, and 
begged very hard to be admitted into my crew, 
\i)^ich I allowed them, and they afterwards proved 
to be of great service to us. 

; At last we came in sight of my native land, after 
an absence of ab^ve nine months, 'at which I was 
so transported that I could scarcely contain myself.' 
About five leagues distant fipm the port for which 
we were making .there was a point ,which jutiti^d; 
out into the sea for above a mU^ add a half;' • when- 
we came within a short distance of this the, wind- 
became pretty high, and through the drunk^|in§ss 
of the pilot we went within two yardsi of the. rocks, r 
and should have struck if ope of the Lieuten^yats . 
had not seized th« helm> ai^i dirogt^d the v^^sel: 
round the point : he steered it . the rest of the ,>^ay, 
and at length I entered my own port, and anchored 
in it. 
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CHAPTER IL 

1 WENT on shore as s6on as I could to see my fa- 
ther and friends^ and found them all very well ; and 
winter now approaching, 1 determined to rest from 
the fatigues of my voyage. I therefore sold all my 
cargo, and paid ofiFthe' men, after telling them to be 
in readiness when I wanted to go to sea again. How- 
fever, as I Was obliged to leave a few to take care of 
the ship, at their own request, I left the Frenchmen 
we had saved. The winter soon passed away j and 
being now completely recovered from the hardships 
I had gone through, my adventuring spirit returned 
with the summer. My father once more tried to 
persuade me not to risk myself on the ocean among 
barbarous nations, and reminded me of the narrow 
Scapes I had: but all remonstrances were vain ; and 
what he produced as Jlrguments against going, apr 
peared to nie encouragements for going. At any' 
rate, let what would happen, I was determined to go ; 
1 accordingly sent notice to my sailors, and in less' 
than a fortnight the ship was ready. I had taken 
leave of my friends, and we put to sea with a fair 
wind. 

I had made my former voyage of discovery 
towards the north pole, but I determined to make 
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this in the opposite direction. After some weeks 
sail we began to be very much annoyed by the heat^ 
insomuch that I could not get the men to sleep in 
their cabins y they would lie on deck of nights^ not- 
withstanding I warned them of the ill e£fects; which 
they soon began to experience^ as in the short space 
of a week no Jless than twenty of them djed : for in 
the tropical climates, though the days are so im- 
mensely hot, the nights are very damp, and the air 
is full of unhealthy vapours, which cause a disorder 
that generally proves fatal to those who sleep in the 
open air. After this lesson they were more cautious, 
and never slept any where but in thdr births -, so that 
in all the time we were in those hot regions, not a 
man on watch was ever found asleep ; a circum- 
stance which before had frequently occurred. 

We had now been gone a long time, and our pro-» 
vision of water was nearly spent, when, tq qui: great 
joy, the winter of these parts, which is about the 
time of summer in ours, and during which there are 
almost incessant rains, came on. But this, though it 
relieved us in one thing, occasioned very great 
inconveniences in another 5 for the men, having 
thrown almost every thing, that could have been 
of use in protecting them from it, overboard^ were 
always completely drenched before night; which 
brought on such colds and coughs^ that, out of 
the whole crew, there were only seven without : wfid, 
tp complete our distress, one ^on^ing we were car- 
ried away by a violent current with such rapidity. 



m 



that we 8c£ircel3r knew what to mdie of it. I liad 
Irequently heard of the Maelstroom on the coast of 
Norway, and I began to be pretty sure tiiat this, 
would end in a whiripdol like that, a^d we shoukl 
be all dashed to pieces. I communicated p3iy thought 
fo the Captain; who jagf eied ifdth me in opitiion. He 
communicated it to the mlitey and the moube to 1^ 
men, till every on^ in :the ship knew it^ aubd we alt 
stood in ghastly 6Uence> looking (Ol /each other, and 
expecting our fate With a fedtful di^ead. However^ 
after bdng carried wiik great id^tice tbrqugh a 
small narrow strait, we were driven into an open 
sea, where the current subsided : but on conisidera* 
tion We thou^t oui^lves in a wor^e situf^ion now 
than befbte ; f6r had the ctirrent ended in the .ma)i'» 
ner my fears had duggeeted^ w<^ should have been al| 
swallowed up inrft moment, and 3houldMT<& felt but 
a momentary pain, if we did that$ but aow we wei^ 
exposed on the wide ocean, without having the least 
knowledge where we were, with hardly tiny chance 
of escaping by the Way We came, and, hardly know- 
ing whether to advance or not, foi^ fearof going stiU 
more remote from the possibility of a^ egc4pe, we 
must stay therje, and suffei^ one of the moi^ lingering 
kinds of death, that of being Starved ! No, we cauld 
not bring our minda to submit peaceably to thltt. 
What then was to be done ? we must <!hoose one of 
these three things in this critical situation. I called 
an assembly of the officers, to take the best measures 
for our preservation r &nd a&er several proposals, 
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And much debating^ at length it was determined' 
that we should ssdl onwards, to the great joy of the 
crew, who almost all secretly wished it, as they still 
retained an insupportable dread of again meeting 
the fury of the current. 

We hoisted oar sails with a fresh breeze, and 
about the end of a week we got among some very 
large islaMs, and anchored at a short distance from 
a small bay, in which we perceived a great number 
of small canoes, huddled together in one comer, 
without any kind of order, from which we inferred 
that the pliice must be inhabited by savages. I then 
ordered out the long boat, and myself and twenty 
men, all well armed, got in, and rowed towards the 
shore. We soon reached it, and landed without op-> 
position ; but ascending the beach, which went up 
ih a small hiU, when we came to the top, we saw at 
the bottom on the other side a large party of sa« 
Vages, which appeared to consist of near fifty. They 
were blacks of a very tctll stature, the shortest of 
them being above six feet in height ; their only co-^ 
Vering was the skin of a beast, with the haii* plucked 
off and dried, so as to be very much the consistency 
of our leather. This they ^ten round them in such 
B manner, as to have the appearance of a small kito. 
Their arms consist of a bow and arrows, and a short 
javelin about four feet long, which they sling sicross 
their back wiien they have not any present occasion 
for their use j but when they want them, they snatch 
them . out with astonishing dexterity. They have 
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likewise a dub fiiU of knots^ which is suspended at 
their side by the handle^ in a belt of the same as 
their covering : but their chief is distinguished by 
a long spear^ and the ornaments on his quiver, 
arrows, and the hilt of his club. But I shall fatigue 
your patience with this long account of the persons 
of the savages ; I will therefore return to my subject. 
They suffered us to come almost clp^ to them be- 
fore they took any notice, though we could easily 
perceive that they saw us from the first 3 and from 
this I begun to be in hopes that they were peaceably 
disposed towards us : but just as we got a few yards 
from them, they sifddenly set off such a flight of 
arrows, and our being so near gaye them such 
an advantage, that they killed four of the mep. Myr 
self and the remaining eight returned it with a 
volley of musketry, as soon as we could, but it wa* 
done in such a hurry that it did not do much execu- 
tion ; and they kept on showering flights of arrows 
in such abundance, that we took to our heels with 
precipitation, and made our retreat to the boat as 
fast as we could while we were abje ; but before we 
arrived there,^ four put of the eight left were killed -, 
and after we reached the ship, two more died of 
their wounds ; for the arrows were poisoned 5 so that 
out of th$ whole twenty that went on shore, only 
myself and two men were left ; which implanted such 
a terror in the minds of the rest of the crew, that it 
was not till we were in the utmost want of provi- 
fiiops, that they could be persuaded to go en shore. 
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This time t took more men than "before^ and 
resolved to be very cautious. When we were all 
landed therefore^ I took four men, and went to the 
top of the hill> and looked over, but no savages were 
to be seen. We then made a signal to the rest to 
follow, which they did, and we went up the island, 
and got as much provision as we wanted, without in- 
terruption } but as we Were returning, between two 
very thick clumps of trees, we all on a sudden found 
ourselves surrounded by the natives, who had lain 
in ambush. They attacked us with great fury, being 
encouraged with their former success ; but then we 
in return were better prepared than before 5 so that 
after some time hard fighting, we forced a passage 
through them, and regained the vessel, with the loss 
of six men kiUed : but we got o£f all the provbions, 
which was what the sailors cared most about. 

But we were not allowed to rest long in peace, for 
the next morning we perceived the whole fleet of 
canoes, consisting of above sixty, all full of men, 
rowing towards us 5 but on our firing several great 
guns, which overset some of them,* they retired, and 
would not afterwards venture to attack us by sea. 
However, seeing that we could* not live in quietness 
if we continued there, and that every time we went 
on shore for provisions, and such things that we 
could not possibly go without, we should be forced 
to an engagement, I determined to sail round to the 
other side of the island, in hopes of the savages not 
frequenting it so much as that; at any rsite, I was 
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pretty sure they could not frequent it more j I there- 
fore resolved to run the chance of it. We accord- 
ingly weighed anchor^ and after eight days sail we 
passed the end of the island ; but on the ninth such 
ft violent gale arose^ accompanied by tremendous 
daps of thunder and vivid flashes of lightnings that 
the pilot lost all use of the helm ; and after being 
tossed about at the mercy of the waves for ^ome 
time^ an immense iVave^ mountains high> took us up, 
and dashed us with great violence towards the beach; 
we struck^ the vessel fell over on one side, and the 
sea broke over it in a rapid succession, that threat- 
ened almost instant destruction. At this dreadful 
Ihoment all was terror and confusion on board; my- 
self and about two-thirds of the crew who could 
swim jumped into the sea, and endeavoured to reach 
the shore, and escape that way, and most of us suc- 
ceeded ; but those that remained in the ship were 
washed off, and all perished. When we got assem- 
bled on the shore, instead of being thankful, and 
congratulating ourselves on our escape, we began to 
send forth dismal lamentations, and deplore our mi- 
serable fate in being shipwrecked on such an inhos- 
pitable shore j but night coming on, sleep insensibly 
stole upon us, and put an end to our troubles for 
a few hours. 

* The next morning we saw the boat, which had 
been carried overboard by the violence of the waves, 
floating at a short distance from the beach j we im- 
mediately pulled it in close; and as there were 
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luckily several oars in it, I and part of the 
men got in to go on board the ship, and take all 
that we thought could be of any use to us out of it, 
before it went to pieces, which we foresaw it must 
the next high T^ind. This job employed us for 
three days j the first we brought away all the pix) vi- 
sions, six muskets, as many powder-horns, twelve 
swords, and five seamen's chests, with a number of 
gr^at coats. The second day we got off twenty 
more muskets, two large barrels of gunpowder, 
quite fuU, and another about half, sixteen swords, 
eight hatchets, twelve hammers, and half-a-dozen 
saws. The third day we took away eight brace of 
pistols, the same number of cases of shot, six more 
swords, a large box of nails of various sizes, a case 
of needles, six four-pounders, a chest filled with 
balls for the cannon, another barrel of powder, aU 
the clothes we could find, and a few shovels, axes, 
planes, and other odd tools. The fourth morning 
we were rather surprised, for neither, boat nor ship 
were to be seen, and nothing but a part of a mast 
and some pieces of timber on the beach, and a few 
floating about 3 but our astonishment soon ceased,, 
when we found that a gale of wind had arisen dur- 
ing the night, and recollected the miserable copdi- 
tion of the ship. However, I was vexed at the lossi 
of the boat ; we saved as many of the pieces aa we 
could, and they afterwards were of great use to us, 

Vie had now a large heap of things piled up upon 
the sand, and our next care was to get a place to 
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keep them iB^ and preserve them from the weather, 
and at the sam^ time do for a habitation for our- 
selves ; and after a short search we were fortunate 
enough to find one. To form an adequate idea of 
this place, it will be necessary to give some small 
description of the beach. It was a spacious cave in 
the side of a steep sand bank, for the shore went up 
for some distance in a smooth and almost level 
sand^ then rose up all of a sudden in a perpendi- 
culap bank, and it was in this bank that the cave 
was situated. We saw the entrance plain enough 
as we walked about on the sands, but the thing was 
we did not know how to get in, for it was some 
feet from the surface of the beach. At length how- 
ever we made a ladder of ropes, and hoisted a man 
up with it on the end of a long pole 3 and when 
once he was in, he threw out the ladder, and we 
dambered up with ease. We found the cave ex- 
tremely suitable to our purpose, and therefore im- 
mediately set about removing our anns, ammuni^- 
tion, toob, and every thing; which job we com- 
pleted in two days. 

When we were all comfortably settled, our first 
consideration was, that provisions would not last 
for ever, and in that case we should have to go an 
inmiense distance along the sea-shore before we 
came to a place where we could get them, run the 
risk of being discovered, which was what we 
dreaded most^ and if not, that we should be weary 
before we got up into the island at all, consequently 
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kxmld bring away but very little, I therefore re* 
solved to make two subterraneous passages from 
the cave> one short one^ to go up immediately and 
open into the country^ and the other^ in case the 
first should be Mockaded^ to go a considerable way 
under ground^ and open at least half-a-league from 
our habitation. We accordingly set about digging 
them with all possible speedy and as the soil was 
principally sand^ the small passage was soon done ; 
but we were now dreadfully perplexed how to hide 
up the entrance. At length, howiever, we thought 
of a scheme, and immediately put it in execution ; 
we nailed some pieces of board together, so as to 
make a trap-door exactly to fit, and then fastening 
a large withered bush on the outside, when it was 
pulled down^ to any person who did not know that 
a door was concealed under it, it appeared as if there 
was nothing but a heap of brambles. The great 
passage however cofet us much more time and la- 
bour, the ground growing harder and harder as we 
went on. 

One day as we were toiling at our usual work, 
I was very much surprised at our finding what 
through the very bad light we mistook for some 
small pieces of glass ; and I wondered how glass, an 
article only made in civiliised countries, could get 
buried in an island inhabited by savages ^ but what 
was my surprise, when we carried them to the light, 
to find that they were brilliant diamonds ! It di- 
rectly entered my head that there was a mine of 
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them. This I disclosed to the men^ and promised 
them, if ever we got back to our own country^ when 
they wished to retire, to give them enotigh to live 
in comfort for the rest of their lives. Encouraged 
with this they set to work with fresh vigour, and at 
length, after a tedious job, the passage was finished : 
the entrance we stopped like the other. We besides 
this, made several cavities in the sides of our habita- 
tion for the reception of our powder and ammuni- 
tion ; and with the sand and earth out of all these, 
piled up in front of the cave, and knocked together 
tight with our shovels, so as to be firm and solid, we 
formed an extensive terrace, with a low parapet 
wall all round the outside, only leaving a small open^ 
ing for the ladder. Our six cannons were placed on 
this terrace at short distances 5 so that our cavern 
now wanted nothing for comfort and security, and 
we lived for some time almost as happy as if we 
were in our own country -, and might have done so 
much longer, if the noise of our muskets, one day 
that we were out shooting, and had ventured rather 
too far, had not betrayed us. Immediately on hear* 
ing it, the savages appeared in great numbers at a 
distance ; and though we had the good fortune to. 
get back that time without their knowing even 
hardly which way we went, we were well assured, 
that we could not remain long without the place of 
our retreat being discovered ; and as we knew send- 
ing small parties agiunst them was in vain, we re- 
solved to imite our whole force, and take every man 
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we cotild spare i but in caise this faUed^ we det^r* 
mined to take advantage of the short space befbi^ 
our retreat was found out> to collect a very great 
store of provisions^ that we might have time to take 
measures , for, an attempt to leave the island. We 
accordingly did so, taking care to be in sight of our 
home^ and always keeping some one on wi^tch^ thi^ 
in case the natives appeared in sights we might rer 
treat under ground, and so prolong the time as much 
as we wished. But there was no need of this prer 
caution, for we had plenty of time to collect as much 
as we could stow away in our cave> which we afterr 
wards found was because the savages were collectr 
ing a large force to encounter us. 

When we had done this, I assembled our little 
army, and armed as many as I could with a musket 
and sword, and the rest with a musket, sword, or a 
brace of pistols ; we then marched forward : but to 
prevent our being surrounded, as we had been be* 
fore, I divided our force into three divisions ; the 
van guard consisting of twelve men, which I headed 
myself, it being the most dangerous post, to encour 
rage the men y the main body, of thirty-two, an4 
the rear guard with the same number. As the van, 
after going about half-a-league, we saw the pointy 
of the darts glittering in the sun at a distance, and 
soon perceived the savages, to the number of l^Q, 
under four chiefs, prepared for battle. I therefor(5 
drew my men up in a line, with the rear division for 
the right wing, and my own for the left, and in this 
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order we should certainly have been victorious, if 
the sailor to whom I had intrusted the command of 
the centre had acted properly ; but having repulsed 
the natives in tbeii" first onset, instead of pursuing 
the advantage, and routing them completely, he led 
oU his men to the assistance of the right wing, that 
was doing very well by itself; which th6 savages 
perceiving, they suddenly rallied, and attacking" my* 
men on all sides when they did not in the least ex-' 
pect it, they were every one of them killed. Seeing* 
all was lost, I endeavoured to escape with the re- 
maining few, which myself and eight others aecom- 
plished, by rumiing into a thick shrub, where the 
savages, seeing they had ^ned a com|^lete victory, 
did not care to follow us 3 and after collecting all 
the arms and accoutrements, such as powder-horns* 
and cartridge-boxes, and pUing them up in a heq> 
ikB a trophy, and then burning the bodies of the men 
they had killed, during which they danced around 
the flames with horrid gestures, they went away up 
the islaind^ When they were got well out of sight, 
we crept from our place of concealment, and, pull- 
ing down the pile of arms, loaded ourselves with 
them, and began our dismal journey homewards : 
and thus ended the expedition on which bur sole 
hopes rested, 

. When we arrived at the cave, our melttncholy ac- 
count spread an imiversal gloom ; but as lamentation 
would not bring us into a better situation, I assem- 
bled the men to consult upon what was best to be 
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done ; and^ after some eonsideraiionj we detenniued 
to attempt making a bark, and run the cbance of 
being able to find a passage back to our native 
country. We therefore set about it without delay : 
and it was now that the timber we had saved from 
the wreck was particularly serviceable $ for with, it^ 
we were enabled to finish our little^ vei^, with only 
once going into the island to get a straight youn^ 
tree for the mast and bowaprit^ and another larger 
one for the yards and oars, when without ijt,we 
should have had t^n tim^ as mu^h trouble, mA 
after all piost likely not succeeded. Our sails we 
made of some sheets that: were in one of the chest3j 
which we cut, down to the proper sis^ and shape. 
"\Vhen our barVwas rigged, and everything qidte 
complete, we let it down over the wall ;to the beach 
by the assistance of a cable and somie other rapes, 
for our terrace was so large, that we had plenty of 
]^m to build something less than' half < 
, The next thin^, when we had hauled it close to thie 
sea, was to make a cradle, and lasonch it ; and to our 
inexpressible joy it floa^ted extreanely well. We 
therefore immediately began removing every ithing 
that we meant to take on our voyage into it : first 
Qur six pieces of cannon, with as many fire*anns and 
swords as we thought we should want, and a large 
store of cannon and • other shot ; then all our tools, 
and the two remaining' gunpowder barrfels, toge- 
ther with four or five seamen's chests full of 
linen and clothes ; then the provisions ^ and lastly 
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our two empty barrels filled with part of the dia« 
monds we had discovered. We then, after putting 
the remainder of our things in the two passages, 
and stopping up the entrances, so that if the savages 
catme to examine the cave they would not suppose 
there were any, embarked, and set sail with a 
fresh breeze from a shore, rendered hateful to us by 
the various misfortunes and disasters that had be* 
fallen us on it. 

After a little consideration, I determined to go 
round to the side of the island where we first an- 
chored, and then bend our course towards the cui* 
rent through which we had been driven 5 for I could 
not help entertaining a suspicion, that it did not run 
with that violence during the whole year. We ac- 
cordingly steered that way ; but on the fourth day 
we perceived four canoes making towardi^ us with 
the intention of an attack 3 and they had actually got 
their bows fixed, when^ on pur firing one of our can- 
non, they all rowed away with as much haste: and 
precipitation as they could, though they might have 
easily overcome us 5 such was th^r terror at the dis-^ 
charge of a piece of artillery ! 

After this we pursued our voyage without any in- 
terruption on the part of the savages, and in a little 
more than a fortnight we arrived at the mouth of 
the str^t, which, to the great astonishment of the. 
sailors, was no more agitated than the surrounding 
sea ; but their cause of surprise soon ceased, when 
we recollected, that when we were driven through 
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Ijr^ore, it trad during tlife raany season, which swell- 
ing the water, caiised it to msk down thtough the 
litt^ii with the violence that had proved so fatal i6 
tis ;' httt as It was how the dry part of the year, if 
was perfectly smooth and calm. ' When we had got 
to nearly the eild, we landed on one side to reple- 
nish our stock of water and provisions j for though 
we did not want them just then, yet as it would be a 
very great time before we should be able to do so 
again, I thought it b^st^ and while we were in 
search of these we shot ^ leopard and leopardess, 
the skins of which we carried to our ship. 

AVh6n we had got as much provision on board ^ 
the bark would hold, we proceeded on our voyage, 
and after encountering incredible hardships and dan- 
gers, particularly one night, when we were no less 
than five times nearly striking on some sunken 
rocks, we descried a shore, which from our course 
We were certain belonged to a civilized country. 
Ready to perish With hunger, as oui* prtvisions 
had been out four days, and almost in despair, this 
joyful sight revived our spirits, and all at once 
snaking a vigorous effort at our oars, assisted by a 
fresh wind, and all our sails spread, attempted to 
reach it : fortunately, as we were rowing as fast as 
we could in our miserable state, I recollected that 
the land we were approaching must be inhabited by 
the enemy 3 we therefore immediately stopped our 
bark, with the intention of waiting till night, and 
then going on shore under cover of darkness^ and 
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bringing off a cow or a couple of sheep. But we 
should have starved hefore that time if a fishing 
boat^ returning home laden with fish^ had not fiUen 
in with us 5 and tehat we took but ol that served for 
the rest of the voyage. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

JML Y entrance into the harbour in a little bark^ with 
only twenty men^ the poor remains of my crew, as 
1 was universally famed throughout the port for my 
former discoveries, and it was well known that I had 
sailed about a year hefore from the place in a frigate 
of 32 guns and 250 men, for the purpose of making 
more, attracted a great number of people along the 
quay, who, anxious to know the result, and hear an 
account of our voyage, and surprised to see me re- 
turn in such a different manner fi^om what I went, 
crowded round us in such a manner when we at- 
tempted to land, that it was a long time before I 
could possibly think of going on shore. At length, 
however, after satisfying their curiosity a little as 
well as we could, I ventured to try; but the con- 
course of people was still so great, that I continued 
wedged in among them for above half-an-hour, only 
moving a few paces, sometimes one way, sometimes 
another, and then it was more through the motion 
of the crowd than my own exertions. But as soon 
as I could extricate myself, I ran as fast as I could to 
my father's house, to see him after my safe return, 
inform him of the great riches I had discovered, and 
siiew him the small portion of them which I had 
brought home. But what wafe my grief, w^heti I ar- 



35 



rive4 before it, to find it all shut up, and learn from 
an intimate acquaintance, who happened to pass by 
just at the time, that he had been dead near six 
months ! I returned to the vessel in great affliction, 
and, after taking my diamonds and leopard*s skins 
and every thing of value out of it, sold it, and then 
dismissed the men with a handsome present : and 
as I found they did not wish to retire, I gave them 
orders to come to me at the end of a year, as by that 
time I should have finally determined whether I 
should make any more voyages or not. 

AVlien all this business was done, I went home, 
with a resolution of doing away the fatigue and 
hardships I had gone through, by a regular and 
quiet life in my own house. After the dangers I 
had experienced, ?iny person would suppose that 
I. was now settled peaceably in my native place 
for the remainder of my life : but this was very far 
from being the case; for ten months had scarcely 
elapsed, when, r(^colIecting the proinise I had made 
to the Captain of the vessel and sailors which I had 
left for inhabitants in the first island of my disco- 
vering, I must needs, begin making preparations for 
my third voyage; which was not indeed for the pur- 
pose of making more discoveries, bjut of visiting 
those I had alr&idiy made, and consequently exposed 
to less danger. And though what I have just said 
was one of the principal, reasons of my going, yet I 
should have gone without itj for now the remem- 
brance only of the hardships was left, I could not be 



36 



satisfied till I had gotten possession of the island ia 
which the diamond mine was^ and which I shidl 
hereafter call by the name of Diamond isle. Ac- 
cordingly, by the time my old sailors came to me fbr 
my answer, I had equipped a small fleet, with proper 
crews, and every thing that was requisite ; and, alter 
distributing them in the different vessels as guides, 
I put to sea with a squadron of ten ships of different 
sizes under me $ viz. my own ship carrying 44 guns 
and 320 men, another frigate of 40 guns and 295 
men, and a third of 36 guns and 260 men. On 
board the two first were embarked 500 soldiers, 100 
of which were to be left as a garrison to my first co- 
lony, and the rest for the subduing of Diamond isle, 
fmd afterwards to remain there for the purpose of 
protecting it from the invasions of the other islands 
with which it was surrounded. The small frigate 
was filled with people of different trades for building 
a town in the latter place, and enlarging that in the 
former for the new comers, as I intended to stay 
there the whole summer. The rest of the vessels, 
consisting of a sloop of 22, two brigs of 18, and four 
cutters of 12 guns, were laden with inhabitants, 
and various sorts of necessaries, for the colony I had 
already formed, and the one I was going to form. 

But I wiU now conclude my account of the arma- 
ment which was fitted out by me, and return to a 
more amazing subject, that of my proceedings, and 
what befel me during my last^ and, in the end, most 
fortunate voyage. 
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^o days after we had set sail, a yiolent storm 
arose, wliich entirely dispersed the squadron. My 
own ship was n^rly foundering, and two others 
were very near going on a quicksand. It was 
Ipur days before we were all collected together 
again 5 and then I found the vessels in such a shat- 
tered condition, some having lost their bowsprits, 
and several their top-masts, that we were under 
the necessity of returning to port to repair the~ 
damage they had sustained. But when this was 
done, we set sail with the first fair wind, and on the 
fifth day one of the cutters, which was some distance 
to leeward, made signals that an enemy's fleet, con- 
sisting of one 60 gun ship, on board which the Ad* 
^iral*s flag was flying, two of 48, one of 30, and 
seyen sloops of 20 guns apiece, was in sight, and 
making towards us. I therefore inmiediately col^ 
lected the ships, and formed them in a line of battle, 
ordering all who could not be of any service in the 
action under hatches 5 and as the wind blew pretty 
&esh, the enemy soon closed, engaging as they came 
\ip. With the first ship they happened to come 
along-side of us, so that the whole of the two fleete 
were soon brought into hot action, and continued so 
for near seven hours ; when the Admiral's ship^ which 
I encountered myself, having been sunk, together 
with two others, a fourth burnt, and a fifth dis* 
;masted, and otherwise so much damaged, that above 
.two-4hirds .fif it was imder watery Hie remainder, 
•eeiji^ the ^fortime of the day was turned against 
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them, crowded up all the canvass tney could cany, 
and steered away as fast as they were able. And I 
did not care to pursue them^ as it would have taken 
us out of our course ; and, if we had captured any 
of them, the prisoners would have been more in- 
cumbrance than the vessels were worth, as w6 
had already on board, with those we had saved 
from the enemy's ships, full as many people as 
we could conveniently carry. But if I had pur- 
sued them, we should no doubt have taken or de- 
stroyed nearly all the remainder, as I found the ves- 
sels had not suffered any more damage than what 
might be easily repaired at sea. 

I sailed on, and, after a pleasant voyage of a little 
more than five weeks, we arrived at the island. I 
drew up the ships at anchor before the town, which 
-I was much surprised to find near three times as 
large as when I last saw it, and altogether a most 
commodious set of buildings ; for, instead of being 
all wood, as they were when I left the island, the 
houses from the greatest to the least had every one of 
them a good strong wall on the outside. There were 
also two very strong forts for 90 great guns apiece, 
one on each side the town, which conmianded the 
anchorage for ships, and which were quite ready for 
the cannon to be placed in, and a garrison. When 
I entered the place, my surprise, inMead of diminish- 
ng, increased ; for there was not only a general 
market for all who wished to buy and sell, besides a 
very nice church, but several shops were already set 
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Up. My search for the house of the Captain^ wha^ 
as I have before mentioned, I had deputed governor 
of the island^ and which was the first thing that I 
did, was not very long, as it was easily to be distin* 
guished by its superior size and elegance. As soon 
as I saw him, I expressed my satisfaction at finding 
the town in so much more forward a state than I 
could have had any reason to expect ; and he told me^ 
that I must consider myself chiefly indebted to the 
^ephants for it ; for that once having caught and 
tamed several of these animals, they were of the 
greatest use to them in bringing their loads of stone 
from the quarry, and chalk to make lime from a pit, 
-which they had discovered at some distance. He 
likewise added, that they had succeeded in extermi^ 
nating the wild beasts froni the island, and had 
killed so many of the serpents^ that one was now 
scarcely to be found -, and then shewed me a small 
room quite full of the skins of tygers, lions, and 
other ferocious animals, which they had destroyed, 
altogether of immense value ; and, as I thought I 
could not express my gratitude in a better manner,. 
I made him a present of them, which it was some 
time before he 'would accept. 

The new inhabitants, and various things which I 
had brought with me, together with several other 
•people that came out during the summer, were a 
great acquisition to my colony, and so increased its 
population and consequence, that before we left it, 
instead of 100 inhabitants, there were above 400. Se- 
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vendTiflBels had been for tlie. oDmmodities it pro* 
duced ; and as I found they had several small ships 
already buik along the idand^ a v^ry tolerable inter- 
coutfse was k^t ufi with my native ^sountry. And 
pow fourteen small vessels having joined me, fitted 
out by merchants and adventurers, who wished to 
try their fortunes in distant parts, and pat them- 
seives under my command, and the season being 
eomefor sailing to Diamond isle, after leaving the 
sloopi a bjrig, and two cutteiis for the proftection of 
liie trade, I set sail with twenty ships y and, wheh 
we ha4 passed the strait in salsty, arrived at the 
island in nine days. 

When .we were all safely anchored, I disem- 
barked dOO of the ^poops, leaving the remahider on 
)}obrd> the smidl vessel^ to keq> the savages off by a 
ftre of musketry^ in case' they came. down to attack 
^m while I" wsa gone. I likewise landed two 
field-piee^s^ with some^ sailors^ to dmw thein, «jid « 
jBi^ iharipes laden wi^ grape and round shot, and 
Ijiea H^ardbi^ Ibrwajrd i^ the jSEsaie znani^ear as in my 
Ibst fata) engagement i viz, in thx«e divisions, van, 
fear> and ioentre, wilit the artilkiy in the middle of 
the een<3Pe division, and tlr^versed the islaiid four days, 
whhieHit #s6dvefing any vestige of ^e sAvages; and 
indeed it Was no wonder, for ever since' we Imd left 
the place they had been in continual dread of -im in* 
t^B^HDn f roM some new ^emy> whieh a| hst in.- 
c^^efijied to such i. degreeithi^ they removed all but 
^eilf %hting men to another island>bitriiisi^l^ir 
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villages^ and dettroying'every Aiag they could not 
canry^ff. 

Qa the fiflh da^> how«veF> we deseried firom the.; 
top of « hill the Gftemy encamp at a Bhort dis- 
tance, andfouiid it to coottstof IPOO meii^ headed 
by the king in peff80B> with. 40 chiefe madei? him. 
As I did not like to trust my fosee against so greaia. 
disparity of Bumbefs» without the aasistaace of strap 
tagem,wekqpAoutoftfaeir si^t^ till I had found & 
place suited for.a scheme, which J bad in my boad^. 
of defeating them with, very little loss : and then, 
after pUndngihe rest of my soldieits and cannon in 
order, I sent about a quarter of th^m to attack the 
savages ; and theses after a little fighting, pretend- 
ing to fly, drew the natives after them into ^ snaie, 
till they sudd»i;dy found themselves cfHn|iletely sur* 
ixninded, and exposed <m two sides to the fieefieom a 
piece of aitilleiry* On seeing this they began to 
figbt with desperation, till at length the king and 
ten chiefs, besides a gneat number of men,, being 
killed, and sedng tfa^ would npt leftve off till they 
were idl destsoyed^ I made a signal to my men to 
giv« way, jttBt siiiicient to let tiiem pass 5 which 
th^ no soonter di4» than tbe^ alL rushed thix^lghiaml, 
funning to the sea-side, jumped into tbdr canoes^ 
and rowed away as fast as they were able, quite out 
of sight. 

Aft^ traversii^ the whole island, imd fining 
it quite empty, we returned to the ships^ ami, 
while the workmen were employed in building ^ 
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town, I went to visit the. cave, which was just' as 
we had left it; and after taking the things out of it, 
we made a short descent into the diamond mine, 
and loaded my own ship with them. When the 
town was built, the inhabitants settled, and every 
•thing comfortable, I left the other ships, and came 
away with only my own, leaving them orders to 
send me a cargo of diamonds annually. When I got 
home, I had the house, in which I at present live, 
built, and, as soon as it was ready, I sold my other, 
.and came into it, with the intention of remaining 
quiet for the rest of my life^ and had not been 
settled long, when I had the pleasure of becoming 
acquainted with Don Castellano, who soon after in- 
troduced me to you, Signiors Anelgro and Sebas- 
tiano ; and from that time our great intimacy has 
made known to each other every thing that has hap- 
pened to us. 

Don Alphonso thus finished the recital of his ad« 
ventures ; and, as it was rather late, the other three 
friends retired to their respective homes : and the 
next evening) being all assembled in the house of 
Don Castellano, he repeated his history as follows. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

T%e Adventures of Don Castellano* 

Sf ROM quite a child I had a very great liking to 
the army, which I inherited from my father, he 
being himself a lieutenant-colonel ; and accordingly, 
when only fifteen, I entered it as a comet in a regi* 
ment of horse ; and had not been in long, when, war 
having been declared against some foreign statei^, 
an army was sent out, and I embarked on the first 
day of March, being Thursday, with the rest of the 
troops. Our voyage, in consequence of contrary 
""winds and various delays, was a tedious one, we not 
arriving at our place of final destination for six 
weeks ; but as soon as we did, a general disembark- 
ation took place, and the troops were immediately 
put in motion. 

My first exploit was this : I had been sent out in 
a brigade of 5000 men, which had been detached 
from the main body for the purpose of watching one 
of the enemy's divisions, and taking an exact ac- 
count of its movements 5 and being one day out with 
a small party of 40 cavalry, reconnoitering for that 
very purpose, we were suddenly surprised, and had 
to sustain the charge of nearly the whole of the 
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enemy's detachment^ which was much superior in 
numbers to all our brigade put together^ for up- 
wards of a quarter of an hour^ till the rest of the 
forces came up to our assistance, and the action be- 
came general. During the heat of the engagement 
I made a vigorous effort^ and, cutting down a Ser- 
jeant, a corporal, and three men that opposed me, 
took the enemy's standard, and brought it off safe. 
This procured me the honourable post of carrying 
the colours, and soon after I was promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant; which after. having held the 
J9SU91 tim^, I had the good fortune to be made cap- 
j^ain, directly, and appointed to the command of a 
troop of 120 hors^. I had not adted long in this sta- 
tion, when myself and my men were sent as a garri- 
son to a small and narrow, though very important, 
pass, betiyeen two mountains ; for if the enemy had 
gotten possession of it, they would not only have 
^d it in their po^er, by placing a few cannon qn 
the Jbeights, to keep us continually annpyed by a 
4ist^t fire, but, independently of this^ they, might 
jbaye attacked and forced us to come to an engage^ 
xaegai at any time they pleased, whether we liked it 
CMT not. All this cQiisidered and weighed to^eth^r 
i^iiide .the«Piamaj3Lder-in<^ef ir^^ to defend and 
gmrifloa a pla^, where no military had been for 
o^ar a centiiry> as Ip^g as ever he \$ras able. 

We were aooprdingly sent i and as sooi^ as we^t 
HP^ bf^A to examine our qj^arters, and found ,t]ie 
a)stle» which had formerly been a very stroijig for- 
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tre&y (independently of the assistance of nature^ by 
which it was much favoured^) from being so long 
neglected^ quit^ in ruins ; and the little that was not 
quite gone was in such a dilai^dated state^ that it 
was some time before we could reistore it even toi a 
tolerable degree of comfort. But this was not the 
only thing ; for some of the men^ who were of A 
superstitious turn^ fancying and reporting that they 
had seen sceptres and ghosts while on tvatch^ it 
Soon spread itsdtf to the rest^ till at length they all 
got such a dread> that they declared their intention 
of leaving the place; and I was obliged to use my 
utmost eloquence to persuade them to stay^ which 
they at last ^nsented to : and fortunate it was that 
they did^ for that very night the mountain was 
climbed and as^ulted^ the great gate which de« 
fended the passage itself attempted^ and in short 
the pasd^ and attacked at all points at the same mo* 
ment. Our small numbers made it extremely diffi- 
cult to defend it against so many 3 however^, tbrice 
did the enemy advance to the charge with loud 
shouts, and quite confident of success, and as many 
times they were driven back with great loss : but 
the fourth time the few brave fellows that defended 
the gate, weakened by the preceding charges, and 
unable any longer to withstand such a great supe- 
riority of numbers, gave way, and we were instantly 
fiurrounded. 

The nien now gave up all for lost, and began 
to fight desperately, with the resolution of sell- 
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ing their lives as dearly as they could ; but> 
Mraving the standard in the air as an encourage- 
ment^ I rushed towards a part of the enemy's line 
that was much weaker than the rest^ and they^ ani- 
mated by the slightest hope of escape^ following me, 
we broke through, carrying every thing before u6 
Uke a torrent, and, gallopping down the side of the 
hill as fast as our horses would go, arrived at the 
camp in less than a quarter of an hour. 

The general, who acted as commander-in-chief, 
no sooner heard that we were arrived at the camp> 
with the news that we had been driven from, and 
that the enemy had gotten possession of, our post, 
than assembling a body of 400 men, he put them 
under me, as, from my being acquainted with the 
mountain, he thought he could not entrust the com- 
mand to a better person ; and gave me orders to 
march up immediately, without delay, and attack 
the enemy before they had any reason to expect it : 
which I did ; and, falling upon them while they were 
yet all in disorder, and exulting at their success, 
easily put them to the rout, killing or taking the 
greater part ; and the few that got off were glad to 
make their escape, by exerting their agility in run- 
ning to the uUnost. 

• The post being re-taken, after placing the men 
and every thing in readiness in case it should be ajk^ 
tacked again, I went back myself to the camp to 
inform the general of the result, and our good for- 
tune, as we had not one man killed, smd only four 
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alightly wounded. Upon this he commended me 
highly ; and^ after hearing my account of the place^ 
sent up !200 more soldiers for the garrison> and 
several cannon^ and a few artillery-men, for its 
better defence. But as from my rank I oould not 
have the command of so large a body of troops, the 
station was entrusted to an officer higher in the 
service, and myself continued in my old, viz, the 
command of a troop of horse. 

After this, I served with the main army for some 
time, during which I had several opportunities of 
distinguishing myself; particularly once or twice, 
the most remarkable times, which I shall mention, 
and which were the following. The first time, 
which was during some hard skirmishing, I with 
my own troops alone broke through a squadron of 
the enemy's cavalry, and completely routed, dis- 
persed, and put it to flight, taking, besides a great 
number of private prisoners, fifteen officers, their 
commander, and one stand of colours. The second 
time, which was, as before, during some skirmish- 
ing, having led my men on rather too fat in: the 
heat of the action, we were instantly surrounded : 
the rest of the troops, who saw us- from a distance, 
gave us all up for lost : but, after a desperate con- 
flict, instead of being all killed or taken as they ex- 
pected, we broke the enemy's line on all sides, forced 
them to a precipitate flight, remained masters of the 
field of battle, and triumphantly carried off thitce 
brass field-pieces, two: cplours, a. few prisoners,, and 
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a great quantity of anns> such as muskets^ with bay- 
oneis, pikes^ and swords, which they had thrown 
away in their haste and bustle, to lighten them- 
^ves, in order to facilitate their escape. And the 
third time^ which was one fine evening, when we 
were returning firom some hard fighting, and feU in 
with ai large party of the enemy, twice as big as our 
own, and who by their manner seemed to be escort- 
ing some prisoners : we imme^ately attacked them> 
and continued in sharp engagement for some time. 
Without the victory seeming to incline on either 
side ; when, lo ! in the very middle and heat of the 
action, and just as I had severed the head fhmi th<s 
body of a hideous personage, who looked more like 
one of the giants of old than any modem being } 1 
%ay, just as I had done this, I heard some one roaring 
and bellowing forth most manftdly to me for assist- 
ance from behind; and looking roUnd, perceived it 
to come from the general of the brigade, to which I 
belonged, and who, as I afterwards found, had gone 
out reconnoitering by himsdf, and been snapped 
xip by them as their prisoner. He was extended cm 
the ground in the midst of a party of four of the 
enemy, who, afraid lest the fortune of the da^i^ 
should turn against them, and their prize escape 
unhurt, were on the point of shooting him. As no 
time was to be lost, I immediately gallopped up to 
his aid, and with one blow of my sabre sent two of 
their heads rolling in the dust; upon which the re- 
ntsijaing two took to their heels, they having dis*. 
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mounted for the purpose tahore ncieiijbiicmed* «4£ter 
giving lum a few.ariQSi to defend himself, I retuirne^ 
to fig^tls^g^ andin a short tipie, the e^^my findiii^ 
the general was iresciied> whpse csqptnre was the qidj 
thing that inducisd them to continue the action so 
long AS they did, retreated in as goodorder as possibly 
towards their own army, leaving us in possession o^ 
the field and their wounded men; and it being pretty 
late, we did not care to pursue Oxexa, but returned 

guietly to theii^imp. 

AIL this, together with the assistance of the g^- 
meral whom I had. saved, was of great use to me in 
about five months, as I shall hereafter relate : and 
during this time I was not idle, but indeed very far 
from it ; for a small expedition was projected, and 
^set on foot, which was* to consist of 2000 inlantry 
and a few hundred horse, with two companies of 
artillery-men^ and twelve pieces of cannon^ The 
troops destined for this service being carefully 
Pricked from the rest, a general and gi^and review (^ 
the army took place 5 the result of which was, that 
a part of the regiment to which I belonged, and 
ipiongst which was my own troop, were selected 
ftpm the cavalry, as having seen a great deal of ser- 
vice, and being well experienced, and were com- 
manded by a Msgor* The infantry were taken from 
different battalions: and every thing being npw 
.equipped, and ready for our expedition, we set ouf, 
and went on for one whole week without iexperien<^- 
iog my inconvenience. But on the first day of i\^ 
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second week we entered an immende bog, wlii$(h 
grew worse and worse at every step, ai^d we began 
to find ourselves very greatly incommoded ; < for the 
cannon were either continually upsetting, or half 
sunk ia the earth, it being so soft and man^y, thai; it 
gave way beneath their, weighty and the horses that 
drew them not being in a much better, predicament; 
what with the great caution whidi we were, obliged 
to take in marching along, and notwithstanding 
which we were every moment sinking and sliding 
about, up to our knees in the mud, and the eon- 
fused and enraged noise of the artiUery-drivers, who 
using their utmost efforts and endeavours in vain to 
urge on their beasts, bellowed out of veiudibn and 
impatience, we at times presented a most laughable 
spectacle $ and had enough to do to get to the end of 
the bog by midnight, and that with leaving four of 
the cannon some distance in the rear, to come up 
Mdthus at their leisure. We therefore pitched- our 
tents, with the intention of resting the remainder of 
the night from the fatigue of the preceding day, 
which we did ; and the next momipg at ten«*clock, 
the pieces of artillery, we had left behind having 
arrived some time, and they together with the rest 
being a little cleared from the dirt, with which they 
had got half covered, the tents were struck, and we 
pursued our journey. 

After marching about two hours, we came to a 
very large and thick wood: the trees indeed were 
not so very dose together, but the spaces between 
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them were filled up with high shrubs and bushes; 
there was but onelittle harrow winding path^ and even 
that waa so frequently broken by the hawthorns and 
briars growing up in the midst> that it was scarcely 
to be distinguished* When we were arrived at thceur 
trance^ a, doubt came into the heads of some of the 
ofi&cers^ whether it would be safe to venture in^ and 
pass through ; and communicating this to the othersi, 
the army was stopped^ and a grand consultation took 
place 5 when^ after much debate and consideration^ it 
was determined to march round the outside of the 
wood, rather than run any hazard 5 which we acQord- 
ingly did: and we ' afterwards found it was very 
lucky for us, as there were no less than three thou- 
sand of the enemy's troops stationed among the 
bushes for the very purpose of which we were afraid. 
The fears which I have before mentioned w^ had 
were of aa ambuscade ; as, had we been attacked in 
the midst of all those thickets, we should soon have 
got in. disorder, and be^n easily defeated. 

After inarching roimd the woqd, which took us up 
some time, we went on ; and, on the.fpUowing mom*- 
ing, we ^itej^d an immense lai^e plain, which we 
traversed two- whole days, without meeting any thing 
worth menitioning ; but on the third wet di&tinr 
giiisbed stndglit befi>re us, at the distance qf about 
a league, the topn of tc^t^^ and, on approaching 
nearei^, perceived the enemy's colours, flying, and 
foand.it to be one. qf their divisions> consisting of 
4QQ0 men> whi^ had encaaooped there, as; being xx>nr 
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venient for forage ; and upon this the officer^ who ' 
acted as commander, drew the men up in a line, and 
matched down in front of them^ sending a flag of 
truce with an offer of battle 5 which they refused in a 
very insolent manner^ sending back for answet^ 
that they did not care to endanger the lives of any 
of the men belonging to so large a body of troops, 
when a handful of them might annihilate every one 
of us ; and as we should certdnly meet some of their 
comrades before we could get back to our carnp^ 
they should not trouble themselves to come out and 
engage us just then ; with a parcel of such insulting 
language^ which roused the indignation of the men 
to such a degree/ that they would have fallen upon 
them with great fury that very moment-, if the offi- 
cers had not restrained and kept their ardour in 
check. The general not thinking proper to en<> 
gage them at that time^ we withdrew a little way, 
and pitched our tents at the distance of about 
two furlongs from theirs, where we continued en* 
camped for nearly a fortnight; during which time 
we repeatedly offered them battle, and which they 
as often refused. But at the end of that time, find- 
ing the patience of the men quite worn out, he de- 
clared his intention of making an assault on their 
cainp on the evening of the following day 3 and ac- 
cordingly the necessary ^orders were issued to the 
cnfferent officers, and dispositicms made of the troops, 
to be in readiness against the time came. But 
an this trouble was usdess, and might have beea 
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spared^ for no sooner was it daylight neaot morning* 
tlian we peroeived them drawing their men up in 
order of battle^ at a short distance horn the two 
camps 5 and we therefore immediately began to do 
the same. Our little aimy was drawn up in the 
fcdlowing order ; viz. the cayalry, of which we had 
about 600^ formed the right wing> in which I, as 
belonging to the horse^ was of oQurse stationed : the 
centre consisted of the greater pdrt of the foot^ with, 
the artillery-men and cannon^ which were placed at 
intervals all along their front for a cover: and the 
left wing was composed of the grenadiers and 
light companies belonging to the infantry r^- 
ments^ the grenadiers being placed at the ^Ltrcmity^ 
and the light in&mtry next the centre, making in all 
about ^SO men: thus was our own army posted* 
Tbe«nemy*iitroopswerestat]Dnedas follows: apartof 
their eavalry, of which they had at least 850^ formed 
their right wing : their centre was, like ours^ com- 
posed entirely of infantry : and their left wing con- 
sifted of the remainder of their cavalry, about 250, 
all the grenadiers they had^ and one company of 
light infantry^ two others being stationed a little 
distance in the rear as a reserve. They had besides, 
all this contrived to erect a battery during the night 
on aQ a4Joining bill, in which they had placed four* 
teen small pieces of cannon, so as tp playxon pur 
left flank* This l^st incident^ with their very supe- 
rior numbers, gave them evidently a great superiority, 
oxer us. , However, evory thing being ready, th)d 
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men wtdted with'impfttiencefbr the action to begin ; 
and the first signal vv^a a volley of mtidket^ from 
the enemy's centre, which was immediately returned 
by ours, accompanied in fvtVi chorus by the thander 
from fill our pieces of artillery, which, being loaded 
with grape shot, did dreadful execution : and the 
trumpet after a moment sounding a charge, we gal* 
lopped with great impetuosity on the enemy's wiii^ 
which was opposite ; when the cavalry, afbet* a litite 
resistance, turned about, and took to their heeld. 
The greniadiers and infantry made a better stand ; 
but after a stout defence much to their credit, not 
having any support, they were obliged to foHow the^ 
example of the rest, when, all of a suddeh, the two 
light companies, which I have befwe mentioned 
were stationed behind as a reservci came up to their 
assistance, keeping up a spirited fire of mu^etry as 
they advanced, which for a moment held us in 
check; but charging them in the midst, firing our 
pistols, and la3ring about them lustily with Our great 
broad sabres, we soon overcame and put them to the 
rout, theyonly adding to the confusion and slaughter. 
We pursued them over the plain for nearly a league 
and a half 5 and then, having completely dispersed 
them, and taken a great number of prisoners, we re- 
turned to the field of battle, where we found every 
thing had gone on as well as with us; the right wing 
of the enemy having charged our left, with the assist- 
ance of the cannon before mentioned, were re^. 
ceiVed, while at a distance, with a well directed 
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volley of musketry^ jiiid> when they got nearer>^ the 
point of the bayonet ; a most desperate conflict en* 
sued> the one party endeavouring to drive their, an-^ 
tagmiist from^ and the other endeavourang to k^^^ 
their ground; and notwtth»kandiBg we had. not 
above tworthirds the number of men they had> and 
thtoise infantry, after combating for nearly half an' 
hour, they begim to get in disorder, which our men 
perceiving, charged them so. vigorously, that th^ 
greater part turned their horses about and fled ; and 
the rest, haying no support, soon followed their 
example. The officer who commanded the left 
wing likewise, as soon as he found they h|^ the 
better, sent a small party of 40 grenadiers to storm 
the battery, which, .after a slight resistance, they 
effected, and turned four against the enemy's horse, 
which were flying across the plain lA disorder, and 
the remaining ten against their main body. The 
two centres^ after exchanging about half-a*do7en 
volUeSjof musketry, came to a close adion, and had 
ayery«hai^ engagement, which was but just coh,- 
duded when we returned: but at length, flndiiig 
both tlieir wings defeated, and seeing the very can- 
non wbi^ they had placed to annoy us, turned 
against themselves, about three^fourths fled after the 
•hprde> and.the few, that remained threw down their 
arms, and surirendered themselves prisoners of War. 

Tins' was thie relBult of an engagetneiit, which be- 
fore it was bleguh ^e^oaed alnlost certain to end iii ottr 
drfeAt, and in which we took the fourteen pieces df 

e4 



56 



caiman before mratbned^ but wlti<!h; for want of 
horses to ^aw tben^ we were ol4%ed to sp&e, and 
leave on the spot^ all but lour ; eight stand of etAcmm, 
aU the proiiskmSi and evesfy thing they had in their 
camp, which were very acetptable'to U8> and about 
900 prisoners ; but these last were more incum^ 
brance than any thing else^ and we left thiem behuld 
the first opportunity, as I shall harealter Tdate. And 
I must not omit to mention, that the miyor of the 
horse being kiUed at the first diarge. Hie officer next 
in rank took the c(Hnmand> whidi made me i«« 
nior captain. : ' 

And now this obstacle bdng removed, we pur- 
sued our jotiumey, and marched on for three weeks 
without any interrujption, only a few occasional 
skirmishes with the enemy's straggling parties; and 
at the end of that time arrived b^ore a castle> to 
take whi<:b was one of the objects of the expedition; 
Having goti;^ close, we summoned the governor to 
surrander^ w^h hcj having a^trohg garrison, with 
plenty of provisions, and being well prepared fbr a 
siege, refused; upc^ which we pitched our tents> 
planted our cannon> and in short prepared every 
thing, as if we were commencing a long siege ; and 
ccmtinaed thus encamped for eleven days; during 
which time we kept up a conttnuai fire from all' our 
artillery, for the purpose of at first makmg, and^hen 
enlarging, the breach. On the twelfHih dayaa as* 
sault was deemed practicable, and I vc^unteered my 
9^vices to head the stormmg party > and being 



57 



rtfOier .tdl/ licted the paH of ^fondler Ml at feU^ 
aaysa. Incite e9«iiiiig'/ at a^aKer^ past "dglit, eor 
gims oea^ed finag; and al iiitie>^wtroopB des^ 
tined for iht waiaxAt, hcmg^^BBseoMtA, ^exMf 
fbnned and advakioedy under a heat^^fife ef' gH^ 
and inaskelrjF fmn tke^wriis of the eaatle; My^ 
sdfv trfth my drown «word in my handy acoM^ 
paad^d hy twelT«> aiiaui grenadiei«^ who - had -idl 
thdr pieces loaded^ and bayoflets^ fixed^ kdthie 
way^ about 16(> yards behind the)9e came \m^ 
twoen 40 and 50 more iB»B^ being the remainder 
of the grenadier company ; and^ lastly^ at the ftime 
distance belund ikese, came' 300 of those who had 
Tohmteored for the serrioe^ uad had heen chosen otit ' 
of great nnmbers more tliat had offei^. On Sfrrfvi- 
ing «at the (foot of ihe walls we planted the scaling 
ladders^' and aseended, • and arrhr^ at the tc^p of the 
breaeh witiioat otne ctf < Us rdoeivii^ Hio' least -hurt/ 
notwithstaadiBg the enemy- kept up a ^tftte froni 
whhm f but after tiu8> I had not proiMededabbi^^ tWb 
or thr^ paees, when Iw^knoeked down by the 
butt^nd of amusket, and almost stumled with the 
YAiaw* Ifewerer/my soldiears'notmilidhig'that^attd 
supposing that I was* cpsdte dead; ma oter'nie^ and 
c^ed every thing before them at the point of theif 
bayonets 4 «o that what with that; and the ccmtl^usl 
showers of great-stone» tlftit the eaemy ke^t^on foA-. 
ing down from abbve, I rah agr^iit rfek of b^ing 
crashed to^^eces : uid it was s(^e tinie before I ire- 
covered sufficiently to extricate myself; and then it 
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trastatlong dme b<efore I could find my swordj 
i«fhlql^ wUkoae ttbiog and aiKMlier^ had got pushed 
some dista&oe from me, and. it; hm^g nejariy dark^ 
«^ n^ over ea^ to be fouad ^ had as it wa^ no use 
to go withput arrns^ I thought I mghJt ai$ well.sjtay 
st^. I did find it> although I was» ^ I before sfdd^ a 
lon^ tima searching. aboul;.; and^as ^opn as I got ity 
whi<^ was just as the second pai^y^arriyeid ati the Iqot 
of ithe hAdeVs I ran after my men, icalling ovA aloud^ 
and making as much noise as I was shle, to eur 
Qourag^ thejn« And it ha{^nedi Ihat I arrived to 
their assistance just at a fortunate moment, as> after 
%]bt^Qg with unexampled spirit and bravery, they 
were just on the point of bei^g oWged to give way 
before numbers more thaj^. twenty times as ^etaX -, 
but niy appearance animated tha» with ft'erid vir 
gour, courag^^ and spirit. We contrived to main^ 
tain |Our groii^d till the ^eepnd party came up, which 
I had informed my men was very near, and which 
the enemy no sooner peneeiyed, ti^an their courage 
sunk in proportion cts oum rose ; so that, after 
very little more resistanee>. they fied i>recipitaMy 
along the walls, all they met with joining them^ 
till they came to a place befpre a large round 
tpwer, we following do^ at theur heels : and 
h^re, being, joined by a party of above 200 of 
their own troops, Ih^y made a stand; and their 
very sifperior numbers, with the threateninj^ ap- 
pearance they made with their bayonets presented 
against U3, and showers of bulleti and musket ahpt» 
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which they kt fly^ f6t a fetr mbm^fetits isheeked btiir 
career. However, we 4id not wait long, btit, col- 
lectudg ourselves in a body, charged them three 
times fiuccesdively with sufch vigour, that they once 
more took to^ght, and never looked behind them 
till they casn^ to qirite the f^urther ^tremity of th& 
castle, where all the remainder of their men were 
istatinned, between and under covisr of the fire of the 
guns bdonging to two small towers. Here a most 
terrible battle tock place, the men idling so fu- 
riously with Iheir fixed bayonets and the batt-eteds 
of Uieir muskets, that several had Uieir pieces 
broken in two, and nothing but two stumps left <n 
their b«nds: but at length, i^ter a most furious 
combat, the spirit and bravery of our troops evi-^ 
dently began to prevail $ and the third party just 
then condkig in sight, the garrison thr^w down their 
arms, and surrendered without further resistaiice. 

After hauling d6Wn thie enemy^s eolours, and 
lu^sting up our own in theit* stead, and firing sK 
voUks of musketry, one after another, to let thosie 
in the cattip know we were victorious, we proceeded 
to examine the contents of the castle, and found it 
to contain vast stores of poWder, ammunition, and 
provisions, and to mount in difierent parts four and 
twenty pieces of iroti ordnance, six of brass, three 
nine and two sevens-inch mortars, and on^ howit- 
ter, making in all thirty-six pieces of artUlery of 
diHerent sorts. While we were searching about 
likewise we fbund sotn^ large chests, which ofif 
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being Oldened w^re^ tp our great surprise, found to . 
contain immense sums of mon^^ which the enemy 
had lodged there for the payment of. their troops ; 
and a part of the treasure being distributed among 
the men as a reward for the brayery and good con- 
duct they had displayed on the occasion^ put them in 
high spirits. 

As the castle had been much damaged during the 
siege by our fire, we stayed there till it was com- 
pletely repaired ; and then leaving 1000 of the in- 
fantry for a garrison, eight of our cannon, and all 
our prisoners, we pursued our journey $ and after 
marching about a fortnight, met with a large body 
of the enemy^s troops, and had a sharp engagement 
with them $ but they, finding they were likely to get 
the worse, retreated, where we did not dare to ioU 
low them, to their own quarters : and about a week 
after we arrived at a town, where the enemy had 
concentrated vast stores of powder, arms, ammu- 
nition, and provisicms, and various other articles 
necessary for a campaign, and which, though small, 
w{|S finely fortified; and would, if they had had just 
time to shut the gates, have held out against us a 
long time, if even we had been able to get possession, 
of it at all; but, as it was, we came so suddenly upon 
them, that our troops were in the middle of the 
streets marching about before they hardly knew we 
were near; and the garrison, being ordered out to, 
oppose us, after firing two or three. vollies,laid down, 
their arms without farther resistance ; so that we 
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•were masters of every thing withiii the walls in less 
tlMin' an hour; and found in the grand magazine 
aboye 4000 stand of arms for infantry/ that is, rec- 
koning a musket, bayonet, powder-horn, and car- 
tridge, for each man ; 50b pikes, 800 large sabres 
for cavalry, as many carbines, 700 other swords, 
1000 brace of pistols, 400 barrels of powder, and 
n^ar 50 pieces of cannon, of di£ferent sizes, ftt)m six 
to forty-four pounders. Tliere were besides this, 
three other smaller magazines -, one of which con- 
tained 9000 stand of arms, 90b pikes, the same 
number of swords, 100 barrels of powder, and 30 
pieces of cannon ; the second, 1500 stand of arms, 
150 pikes, the same number of swords as the other, 
80 barrels of powder, and 20 pieces of cannon ; and 
the third contained 1000 stand of arms, 100 pikes, 
and 40 barrels of powder. 

But I will now return to my story. We thought 
that as the town was now in our possession, the prin- 
dpal thing T^as accomplished ; but we soon found 
ourselves mistaken, for the castle, which was some 
distance without the walls, yet remained unsubdued. 
However, we remained above a week quite inactive, 
supposing that they would of course surrender in a 
few-days ; but at the end of that time, finding that 
if we went on that way, and did not use more vi- 
gotouB means, we should be there for ever, a hot 
cannonading was commenced, which lasted for three 
days ; When a breach being made, and judged suf- 
ficiently large, an assault was projected, and made 
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under the orders and directions of the officer who 
commaiided'the horse^ with myself under him as an 
aasistant. We mounted the ladders^ and aixived at 
the breach without any £^!cident ; but when we ar<- 
rived there> we found out too late that it was by far 
too small^ for it would not admit above four men 
abreast^ and even those not without crowding. Ihe 
reason that it appeared 30 much l»gger while we were 
at a distance wa8> that it was more than three times 
as large at the top than at bottom, which we not 
tbinking> did not in the least consider. However> 
a^ we had gojt so far, we determined not to re- 
treat without effecting something : we therefore at- 
tempted to force a passage through ti^e breach^ 
which, after some time, we effected, notif^thstand^ 
ing the enemy opposed a considerable {orce to us ; 
when, seeing it was likely we might get possession 
of the castle, notwithstanding the ^*eat disadyan- 
tages we were under, they had recourse to sl^ra- 
tagemr ^d pretending to retreat, as if they had 
been defeated, drew us unsuspeotin^y after them., 
till we suddenly found ourselves completely sur- 
rounded by the enemy^stroops. This made us quite 
furious ; and rushing again9t the enemy's line that had 
closed on our rear, we came with* such force against 
it, tbat.it instantly gave way, and we were in a very 
sbprt time completely ei^tricated* But now^ we had 
gQt. out of the danger, we resolyed to give them one 
inore charge ; and accordingly did. so, but we werp 
repidsedi with considerable Ipssj. W^j theri^iqp 
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made the best of our way badi; to the breach^ and 
retreated^ after, losing about twenty or thirty men. 

We no sooner arrived at the troop^ and informed* 
the oommander the reason why the assault proved 
unsuccessful, than he ordered the great guns to be 
set to work > and in four days the breach was ao 
much, enlarged, as to be capable of admitting more 
thaa twelve men abreast, when a second assault 
was made under the command of the m^or of the 
horse, as befpre ; . but by acmie accident or other I 
did not serve in it; : and I shall therefore not men- 
tion the particulars, but pass over it, by saying that 
it was perfectly successful, for the garrispn sujoren^ 
dered to them after a very short resistance. 

And now, after leaving all the rest of the infontry 
and the remainder of the artillery for a garrison, 
300 being for the. casHe, and the others for the 
town, we pursued our journey, having now nothing 
but the cavalry, and one company oi grenadieri^ 
these last being intended for the taking, and, when 
gotten possession of, the garrisoning of a. small fort, 
which lay in our rout homewards. 

After marching many days> as we were descending 
a rising ground, we caught a glimpse of the enemy's 
colours, which were flying on, the walls of the forti 
and in two hours had a full view of them, for we were 
not at above 300 yards> distance from it; we there- 
fore immediately formed the infantry in proper order, 
placing the cavalry so as to be a cover for them 
from the enemy's fire. They got close under the 



64 



walls : we then advanced, and mounted the ladders, 
which had been planted beforehand ; myself, having 
offered to head them, and which had been consented 
to, marched in front, carrying in one hand my sword, 
and in the other a colour. When we arrived at the top 
of the wall, the enemy received us with vigour, and 
a sharp fire of musketry ; but after a most desperate 
conflict, we succeeded in driving them from their 
ground, and they betook th^nselves to a precipitate 
flight along the walls, we following them dose at 
their heds for some time without interruption ; 
when we were suddenly checked by a hot fire of 
musketry and grape shot from two small pieces of 
cannon, which were placed in a very commanding 
situation, that completely overlooked us ; but col- 
lecting our courage, we rushed upon them all at 
once, which they not in the least suspecting, but 
thinking that, intimidated by their formidable i^ 
pearance, we should immediately lay down our arms, 
they fled in confusion and disorder, and took re« 
f uge in a small round tower, where a great number 
of their men were already stationed : so that what 
with those, and the fugitives that had run into it as 
a place of security, I might almost say by hundreds, 
it was become a very formidable place, and for a 
"while resisted our utmost efforts, while we were ex- 
posed to a most annoying fire firom the top and in- 
side ; and whatmade it worse, and enragedthe men 
almost to madness, was, that after all we could not 
return it, as they were completely screened and ahel- 
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tered from our shot by the walls, there being a high 
parapet wall all round the tower ; so that when they 
had fired, they might pop behind it, and load their 
pieces again in safety. But after many ineffectual 
attempts, we at length succeeded in forcing open 
the gate, when the enemy, rather than be all killed, 
as they no doubt would have Ijeen if they had lr€s- 
sisted, surrendered themselves ihto our hahdid ^ pri- 
sobers of war. But When the officer ^1ti6 acted aS 
governor came ^p dose, and piE^i^ived the small- 
ness of the force by which they had been conquered, 
be 'was, as he was heard to express ^himself afteir- 
wards to another officer, ready to tear himself iti 
pieces JFor vexation. ' However this wsls no use j 
they had consented to capitulate j and not bnly'th^ 
arms, but their persons, were in our possession ; so 
they had nothing to do but lament it in silence. ' 

X^aving our last company of infantry in tne 
fort, we pursued our journey, nothing tiow remain- 
ing but the cavalry, and continued our march ih 
peace and quietness, till we iirrived within four days 
journey of the camp, when, passing through a nar*- 
row lane, we were met by a party of the enemy*s 
horse, of at least double our number, and surrounded, 
notwithstanding we defended ourselves vigorously j 
the men were just going to give way in despair, 
when, the major being killed, and the command de- 
volving on nie as being next in rank, I put myself 
at their head, and charged the weakest part of the 
enemy's line with such vigour, that they instantly 
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gave way^ and we effected our -escape ; and in three 
days* time we arrived at the camp^ after having 
been gone rather more than four months. About 
A month after we returned, I was promoted to the 
rank of major, and got the command of a battalion 
of six hundred men, royal grenadiers^ which had 
been newly raised, and sent out. . 

After this, the first service in which I was engaged 
was th^ following: myself and my men were sent to 
the attack of a very' strong eastle^ which wfu in pos- 
session of the enemy j and after some time, a breach 
was made- sufficiently large and wide for our par- 
pose ', upon which, between si^ and seven one after- 
noon, all our cannon having been silenced before*- 
hand, I assembled the troops, fomded them in the 
order in whi<^'I intended they should advance, and 
distributed the command of the different parties to 
th^ officers I thought most fit. We then began our 
march; myself with twenty men and a Serjeant led 
the way; abput 150 yards behind these can^ 900 of 
the men belonging to my own battalion; and, 
lastly, behind this rather more thep. 300 yards, the 
rest of iny battalion and two other companies of 
light infuitry brought up the rear, maldng, with 
the addition of the two companies before mentioned^ 
760 men. When we arrived at the brea<^, we were 
recdived by a chosen party of men, armed with 
pikes and swords, so that we had a very great disad** 
vantage to enscounter ; for the length of the pikea 
being near three times that of the muskets^ they 
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Irene enabled to keep us off at a distance, aild very 
much annoy US, while we were not able to get near 
tliem. But after grappling together for some time, 
I thought of a way to overcome this obstacle ; and 
ofderiiM^ the men to do exactly as I did, we all at 
OBoe seized hold of the ends of their pikes, and at 
the same time, not letting go our pieces, we broke 
them in two, so that nothing but the stumps were 
kfl in their hands, which they immediately threw 
down, and drew their swords ; but we bow having 
the aame advantege over them that they before had 
o?er US, we soon drove them from thcor ground, and 
they fled in . great coiifuakm. and disofder along the 
waUa^ where we followed them a» fast as we were 
able, killing and taking some) of them at every step. 
B»t alter we bad cpursued them fbr sometime in this 
manner, a? detachment of, or more properly alii their 
iraops came up to their assistance y upon which they 
irallied^ and both^our other parties having by this 
tine joined us, a most terrible * battle took place, 
jrhich, after sotne time, ended in the total defeat of 
ihe eneway^Bf teoops, those wImk were not either killed^ 
^fisfthled, or taken' prisonearsi, running into the inner 
fftrts of die castle^for shelter ; and we attempted t6 
jUlow them> but unfortunately aniv^ just too late, 
Utey haring but the moment ^before closed the gate, 
'Hhich being iron, and of a. very strong construction, 
jSMisted our utmost efforts. But after we had made 
aereral ineffectual iefibrts to force it open, perceiving 
Ihitf it W€uld be jbuq immetise time before we attained 
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our object if we only exerted our efforts and strength 
on that part^ I had the scaling ladders^ by which we 
had ascended^ pulled up^ and planting them against 
the walls and towers on which the enemy were col- 
lected^ got a considerable number of men upon their 
tops before they were in the least aware of it ; for 
they, supposing we should employ all our power 
against the gate, and not dreaming or having the 
least idea of our attacking them in that way, were 
all crowded down at the bottom to defend them-» 
selves there in case the door should give way ; so 
that when our men appeared above them, they were 
absolutely confounded, and in such a confusion, 
that they all threw down their arms, and surrendered 
without making any resistance. 

The service being performed, I returned to the 
camp, and some time afterwards arrived at a critical 
moment with my men to the assistance of two of 
our squadrons of horse, which were engaged with 
twice that number of the enemy's, and who, after 
a severe conflict, were just on the point of giving 
way before superior numbers 5 but -coming round in 
the rear of the enemy's troops, we charged them so 
vigorously, that it instantly changed the fortune of 
the day, and they were soon completely routed, with 
the loss of above 150 men, and as many horses. 

After this it was some time before I was engaged 
in any particular service : but the first thing remark^ 
able enough to be worth mentioning, and out of 
the common round of service, was this : we had been 
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for some time engaged in the siege of a town^ where 
it was supposed the enemy's chief store of powder^ 
unmunition^ and com were laid up^ besides an im- 
mense quantity of money already coined for the 
payment of the troops, and a number of bars and 
wedges of gold in their natural state for coining 3 
and on this supposition^ no means that could be 
thought of were left untried to get possession of it 5 
and nearly all the artillery in the army were em- 
ployed for some weeks in keeping a fire on the walls^ 
but to no purpose 3 as fast as we made a breach^ it 
was stopped again by the garrison ; so that we be- 
gan almost to give it over in despair; when a 
thought came into my mind, which was very extra- 
ordinary had never in the least entered the head of 
any of the rest ; and this was making a mine. I im- 
mediately communicated this to the general, who 
approved of it, and gave me the direction of the 
work ; and after many days, nay, some weeks, had 
elapsed, we completed three cdmost dose together^ 
and communicating -, though it cost us infinite 
labour and pains to work our way into the earth, 
and make subterraneous passages, we being but ill 
provided with pickaxes, spades, shovels, and such 
articles necessary for digging. However, the three 
being finished, as I before said, and which was all 
I wanted, that did not signify; and every thing 
being now ready, the match was put in, and we all 
retired to a distance ; when, after waiting about a 
quarter of an hour, 'the match being by that time 
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burnt out^ they all three blew up together with a 
most tremendous explosion ; and a few moments 
after^ a great part of the wall on that side of the 
town^ with two towers^ unable to withstand the 
shocks came down, with cdmost as much noise as the 
explosion itself. The men were therefore imme- 
diately assembled, and I formed them with all pos- 
sible speed, not in those different parties, and they 
at some distance from each other, but in three 
double lines, not above a couple of yards one behind 
another. 

When we arrived at the ruins of the walls, we ex- 
pected to have found it a difficult object to get over ; 
but when we got there it did not prove so ; for wq 
climbed up, and got down on the other side easDy^ 
enough, and were much surprised that not a creature 
was to be seen. However, we readily attributed to 
the most favourable cause, that the enemy were so 
much dispirited, by the destruction and tumbling 
down of their walls and fortifications, that they did 
not dare oppose us, and intended to surrender the 
first time we came up with them. On this supposi- 
tion we marched or rather ran on without any fear ; 
but had not proceeded above fifty yards, when, terri- 
ble to relate, the ground blew up in the midst of us, 
killing above forty men, and wounded in propor- 
tion ! This for a few moments perfectly confounded 
us ; but in a short time, our courage returning, we 
went on, and had not gone far, when a second mine, 
larger and much mo]?e dreadfiil, both in its appear* 
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ance and consequences than the first, exploded, kill- 
ing, instead of forty, above a hundred men, and 
wounding about the same number that were before 
killed. This quite dispirited the men, and 1 verily 
beliei^e, that if I had not used all the arts of argu- 
ment and persuasion I could think of, they would 
have gone back then without attempting any thing 
farther. But after some time, they were persuaded 
to go on, and I once more put myself at their head -, 
but we had not proceeded far, when a third mine, 
more terrible than either of the former, took eflfect, 
killing, wounding, or disabling, above two hundred 
of the men, and completed the desperation of the 
rest; and the enemy's troops, now perceiving that 
their mines had taken the desired e£fect, beginning 
to appear iti great numbers at a distance, and I hav- 
ing no more than 250 men left but what had rie- 
ceived some hurt, the greater part of these, together 
with those of the wounded that were able, ran back 
as fast as they could, leaving me, with two officers, 
four seijeants, a corporal, and twenty men, to re- 
ceive the weight of all the enemy's troops, who now 
began to appear in all directions -, and rather than 
stay there, and be all killed, or taken prisoners, we 
followed the example of the rest, though,- instead of 
making a confused and precipitate flight, we re- 
treated in good order, till we arrived at the rubbish 
and ruins ; where to climb over we could not do it, 
and where indeed there was no occasion ; and then 
made the best of o«r way back to the camp. In this 
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way not one of us received any injury -, wlien if we 
had gone back all in confusion > it is more than pro- 
bable that nearly all of us would have been 
wounded^ if we had escaped so well as that) for 
though our number was so small^ the enemy dared 
not to venture with all their strength against us 
united^ and so could only keep up their fire from a 
distance^ 

But to return to my story. When we got to the 
camp, I immediately retired to my tent^ and began 
to consider of different things ; when it came into 
my mind, that all our disasters were our own faults^ 
for we had gone so openly to work about our mines^ 
that the enemy perceived what we were about -, and 
guessing where it would end, and what part of the 
wall would come down, they had in the mean time 
made the three mines in the road they judged we 
should take, and which had proved so fatal to us. I 
likewise considered, that if we intended to make 
another assault, now was the time, before the enemy 
should have it in their power to make more mines ; 
for that if we put it off, and gave them time to do 
that^ we should only have a repetition of just the 
same work over again : so that with these thoughts 
in my mind, I immediately ran to the tent of the 
commander in chief, whom I found in bed, and half 
asleep ; but on my saying I had something of con- 
sequence to communicate, he got up, and admitted 
me j and, when I had told every thing I had to say, 
perfectly agreed with me in my opinion. 
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Next morning therefore^ as soon as it was day* 
light, all the troops that possibly could be spared 
^m the army^ which in all did not amount to much 
m6re than the number of men I before had in my 
battalion, were once more assembled, and we again 
began our march towards the town. We did not find 
it such Bn easy matter to get over the wall this time 
as before ; for the enemy, supposing we shoidd attack 
them again almost immediately, had placed a treble 
line of infantry aU along the inside, from one end 
to the other of the place, where the wall was down ; 
who, as'soon as we made our appearance, opened a 
thick fire of musketry, at least the two hinder lines, 
for the front one stood quite still, with their bayo- 
nets presented, I suppose for the purpose of keeping 
us off at a distance. However, we did not mind 
that^ but rushing down with great impetuosity, the 
greater part not in the least expecting, any such 
thing, but supposing that, intimidated by their for- 
midable appearance, we should immediately retreat, 
gave way, and fled ; and our men being thus ena- 
bled to attack the rest, both in the rear and flank, 
and they not having any support, soon followed the 
example of the others, and we in short carried every 
thing before us for the whole day ; by which time 
above two-thirds of the town were in our possession ; 
but the remainder, which was defended by a kind of 
citadel, or castle, and in which all the stores, pow- 
der, and ammunition, which were the original cause 
of the siege, were supposed to be lodged, still held 
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out : but this was likewise soon after stormed 1>7 
myself> with a party of no more than sixty men 
belonging to my own battalion^ but then they were 
fine stout fellows^ and I think I may venture to say 
the be^t soldiers in the army. 

We had now gotten possession of the whole towji^ 
and nothing now remained but the walls. This at 
first may seem rather, strange^ how we should be 
able to take a town^ and at the same time not to 
have the walls in our possession : but when you 
come to know what sort of wadls they were, it will 
no longer be at all surprising ; for at middling in^ 
tervals, all along there were large round towers, 
furnished at the top with between three and five 
pieces of cannon, and contrived in such a manner, 
with small places through the side, that the soldiers 
might fire out without even being seen by us : but as 
they were not very strong, I thought of a way, which 
I knew must, if they had the least regard for their 
lives, soon oblige them to surrender ; and this was 
bringing up a few of the great guns from the camp^ 
and setting them to play on the walls of the towers. 
This had the desired efiect ; for rather than' have the 
buildings in which they were tumble down about 
Iheir ears, and bury them in their ruins, which 
would undoubtedly have been the case had they held 
out, the men in them surrendered one tower after 
another, till they were all in our hands. ' 

We then began to search for the treasure and 
stores^ which had been the cause of all this. 
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and founds to our great disappointment^ of com 
only five very small magazines^ of powder only 
six hundred barrels, about fifty tokis of caniloit, 
and two*thirds that quantity of other shot, with 
twelve chests of large bullets^ and of stores of 
arms, &c. there were not in all sufficient to equip 
six thousand men properly. The money likewise, 
which I believe was the principal object, did not 
amount to above fifty thousand pounds coinedi 
and between two and three hundred pounds 
weight of gold uncoined^ with nearly the same 
quantity of silver, when we had been taught to ex- 
pect more than twenty times as much of every 
thing. 

But before I go on in my story, I must not omit 
mentioning what a narrow escape I had in the first 
assault on the town, when the mines acted so fatally, 
as had I been but a few yards nearer the place where 
the third sprung up, that day would certainly hare 
been my last ; and as it was, the force and shodc of 
the powder nearly threw me down. 

The taking of this town was a terrible havoc and 
destruction to my men, as out of six hundred, which 
was the number my battalion consisted of at first, 
there were not so many as three hundred left, and 
this including the wounded ; for without there were 
not much more than one hundred and eighty. A 
terrible falling off indeed ! We were therefore sent 
to garrison a small fort, until such times as sufficient 
limits could be got to fill up the deficiency. This 
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Sort was the one we had taken last in the expedition, 
and which had been taken by the enemy, and retaken 
by our troops, no less than three different times since 
then : all this it was found was for want of having 
a sufficient garrison. 

My battalion being now about the proper number^ 
I was therefore, as I before said, sent ; and had not 
been there long, when the enemy, not knowing but 
what it was V left in as bad a state of defence, that is, 
with. as insufficient a garrison, as before, came down 
to attack us, with, or rather making, a most formida- 
ble appearance ; for they, in reality, had only be- 
tween two and three hundred foot, sixty horse, and 
from four to six pieces of heavy battering cannon, 
with artillery men to man them. This insignificant 
body of forces, after, as I before said, making a ter- 
rible fuss and to do in the neighbouring country, 
came before the walls of the fort, and, finding us re- 
solute, and resolved to defend ourselves to the last, 
pitched their tents, planted their cannon, and, in 
short, sat down for a regular siege. Their cannon 
being some of the largest sort, 44 pounders, 
and being kept continually at work, a breach was 
made in a very few days capable of admitting at 
least twenty men abreast, and we began to expect 
an assaidt every half hour; I therefore made all 
the necessary dispositions for opposing the enemy, 
and placed about half the troops at the farther ex- 
tremity of the fort, who were not to act but in case 
of a pressing necessity. I then placed the greater 
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part of the other half behind a round tower> th$| 
Was situated in the wall of the fort, in such a man- 
ner, as to be perfectly concealed; these were to 
come out and assist as soon as there was any occa- 
sion : and, lastly, I myself with the few that re- 
mained, and which amounted to no more than four 
and twenty, went down to the breach, and stood 
with our bayonets presented, ready to receive the 
enemy as soon as they should make any attempt. 

After waiting in this manner for about a quarter 
of an hour, we perceived them slowly advancing in 
three columns, answering to the number of scaling 
ladders which they had brought, and twelve men 
abreast to each column. Their advancing in this 
order gave us a very considerable advantage, as from 
their coming so thick it was hardly possible for us 
to miss our aim, and very often once firing killed 
two or three, so that we destroyed great numbers 
before they were got to the walls ; but at last they 
arrived, planted their ladders, and ascended. How- 
ever, we received them vidth a well-directed fire of 
musketry, and it was some time before they could 
get a footing ; but when they did, more and more 
coming up every moment, I was obliged to have 
recourse to stratagem, and pretended to retreat ) 
upon which they followed us without any order; 
and then we suddenly facing about, it put them in 
such confusion, that they all ran back as fast as their 
legs could carry them, and we killed or took great 

* 

numbers. But this was not all> lor a great many of 
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.those who escaped safe aS for as the breach, not 
having patience to wait until they could climb 
down the ladders, jumped from the walls, and pe- 
rished that way : so that this repulse cost the enemy, 
with those who were killed or taken in their retreat, 
those who were killed before they got to the fort, 
and those who perished by jumpmg over the wall,- 
above two-thirds of their men 3 and the rest grow- 
ing discontented, they were obliged to be driven- 
off. And accordingly, about a fortnight after the as^ 

,sault, a retreat was commenced ; but in this, as in 
all their other schemes and projects, they failed ; for 

-perceiving their intention, I pUt myself at the head 
of a chosen party of men, and sallying out in their 
rear, cut the greater part to pieces, the rest escaping 
with difficulty into the woods. Three of the cannon 
£eU into our hands j the other, as soon as the enemy 

f perceived we were coming to attack them, they had 
spiked, and thrown into a ditch. 
> We now thought to have a Uttle respite; but 
scarcely was the damage the fort had received re- 
paired, and our stock of provisions replenished, (for 
though it was not neiir exhausted, yet it was very 
&r from being full,) than the enemy, enraged at the 
failure of their men against a place which they sup^ 
posed would be an easy conquest, sent a much 
larger body of troops than before 3 it consii^ted of 

^ight hundred inikntry, with orders to attack and 
force us to surrender without delay. When there- 
f9re they arrived, instead of taking such sloW' 
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means as those of making a breaeh^ tbey inmM^ 
diately planted their ladders^ and commenced the a$* 
tack ; so that I had scarcely time to put my men in 
the stations I intended they should occupy, hefore they 
were on the walls, I this time had recourse to a 
stratagem for our defence, which I knew had often 
succeeded wonderfully well ; and this was^ present- 
ing no opposition at all at first; so that the enemy* 
supposing we were afraid,. and did not dare make 
any resistance^ ran carelessly on.j when all on ia 
■sudden a large party of our men rubbed out from he- 
hind a wallj attacked them, when a terrible battle 
ensued; but after some time, our men not. haying 
the support they cKpected^ imd which I had intended 
for their assistance, gi^ve way, and fled, though 
they managed to keep in tolerable order^ ul was 
standing on the top of a tower, with my eyea ell 
about me, when this was going forward ; and pec^ 
ceiving no time was to be lost, I immediately, de* 
scended, and, taking half the men^ hastened round 
a part of the fort, by which I knew they must pasis 
lOn the other side ; and> waiting till they were gon» 
byi came out, and attacked them furiously Jn; tlieip 
rear; and the noien who were flying; finding «aaist*. 
ance, facing th^n about^ 9nd plying them as vigour* 
Quslyx)n the oti^er side, they were completely benir 
med in, and a very desperate engagement; followed* 
They laid down, or rather pretended to lay down^ 
their arms ; upon which we gotjout of our ranks^ 
and dispersed^, leaving only & small pap ty to take off 
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and put the prisoners in a safe place; and e^en 
these, not having the least idea of what was going 
to happen, put their muskets aside ; which the 
enemy no sooner perceived, than, snatching up their 
arms as nimbly as could be, they rushed through 
the men we had left, who, quite confounded, 
instantly gave way, and stood for some time stock 
still with amazement; and when they recovered 
their surprise sufficiently to follow them, it was too 
late, and they could only retake one or two; for 
they, after breaking through our men, had ran as 
fast as they could along the fort by the way they 
had come, and finding their ladders, which \i^ had 
very carelessly left, still standing, they got down 
them, and nearly all escaped. 

And now, tinding it next to impossible to take us 
by assault, they were content to pitch their tents, 
and determined to starve us out : but finding how 
well the former sally succeeded, I resolved to make 
another ; and accordingly one morning put myself 
at the head of about two-thirds of the men, which 
now amounted to two hundred in all ; the wounded 
which we had brought to the fort being by this time 
peffettly recovered. The gates were opened^ and 
-we rushed out with such fury, that we surprised the 
enemy's centinels befor6 they had time to give any 
alarm, and got in the midst of theii' camp before 
they knew we were attacking them ; so that when 
they went to look out, they found us at the very 
doors of their tents : and this made them desperate ; 
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80 that out of the whole body of men^ there were not 
80 many as 100 who consented to lay down their arms. 
We got possession of every thing in the camp ; and 
after this remained undisturbed all the while we con* 
tinned in the fbrt^ which was about two months; 
and then, sufficient recruits having been got to fiU 
iip the deficiency in my nien^ another garrison was 
sent^ and we returned to the camp for more active 
service. 

It was some time^ however, before any thing re- 
markable occurred; but the first time any thing hap* 
pened worth mentioning was as follows : I was or- 
dered to go with my men and dispossess one of the 
taemy's divisions, consisting of 2000 men, from a 
post which they had taken upon a rising ground, 
about two miles to the right of our camp> and who 
were suspected of having some hostile intention 
against us. We accordingly set out very early one 
mornings and by seven o'clock came in sight of 
them ; but thej, by some means or other having got 
intelligence of our design, were all drawn up in bat- 
tle array to receive us, withoutside their entrench- 
ments. It woidd have been madness and foUv in 
the extreme to have attacked them, thus posted as 
they were on an advantageous groimd, and more 
than three times our number; we therefore retired to 
a rery thick wood, and resolved to watch them, after 
placing centinels on watch round the outside, till the 
enemy's patience was worn out ; which we did, and 
<foond it answer as well as we could wish ; for after 
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WBiting mther inpre t\ian two boun^ ^ enem}'« 
troops, supposing w^ had gone pn, and did not in^ 
tend to attack them just then, dispersed in all diriec- 
tions about the camp, wheresoever they chpse* I 
therefore immediately re-assembled my men, a^^ 
put them in proper order ; for I had suffered them t9 
quit their ranks, and walk wherever their curiosity 
might lead them> so as they did not go out of si^t ; 
and marching up the hill at a quick rate, killed the 
guards, and assaulted the camp so suddenly, that 
every thing was in a few moments put to confiisipn 
and disorder. The greater part of the men having 
put by their arms, ran here and there, up and doiim, 
looking for them, while the hurry and bustle thqr 
were in made them forget where they had ^laid 
them ; they looked every where but in the nght 
place ; so that before they were prepiured to defi^n^ 
themselves, we came up, and they were obliged then 
to surrender, vidthout any resistance, whetlier they 
would or no ; and all the camp, with every thj^g vf^ 
it, was soon in our possession; and we found, four 
brass field-pieces, with several other articles, that^ if 
we had been able to have brought off, might have 
been of great service to us afterwards; butas vre 
had no horses'^ nor any other means to convey them 
away, and could not have any for some time> thoi^ 
we sent immediately, we were obliged to spike the 
cannon; and the other things which I inei)Ltione(i 
might have been useful, with the tents, apd every 
Uiing else that would bum, we set on fire, and then 
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Tetnnied to our own camp With the prisohers^ Btlti^r 
kaying iieconi|>lished every thhig that liad hten 
orderekl. 

Some time after, I eng^ed in an atoiiult on the 
t&emy*s camp, which was made by my own men, 
atid two battalions of light infantrjr • but as it would 
be tedious to enumerate tiie paittculars, I shall pass 
oyer it, with only saying it proved perfectly success- 
ful, and ive brought blF too prisoners, six ffeld-piefces, 
id)ove lObO stand of krmis, ten ammunition waggons. 
Had a niimber of other aftidles too numerous tb 
give ail account of. 

■ After this, I served nearly six: Weeks Without ^ny 
{Kmg remarkable' happening ; but at the end of that 
rirbe i"was raiked to the raiik of Lieutenant-Colonel 
In -a regiment of horse, light dragoons, which was as 
gbdd a station as I could have wished fbr; particu*^ 
laiiy as I always preferred being in the cavalry to the 
infkniry 3 and i soon after got the chief command 
tf the reginieni, the officer who commanded before 
iMsiiig killed by a musket-ball, which went through 
lifl^head, as he was leading the men on to charge th^ 
enemy's troopd in ui engagement, which though not 
Veiry^ important in itself, as I was engaged in it, I 
(hall not oinit to niention in its turn. 

Stit before i proceed to that, I must r^ate a cu- 
ifoiis accident which befel me one day when I had 
keen reconnoitring. After having finished what I 
^rEoiied, and' perfectly satisfying myself with respect 
to tlie situation of the enemy's post which I was 
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viewing^ I ^t a most ard^at cuiicmty to take a ride, 
and ex{dore the country a little; for, except going 
about when on duty, I had seen but little of it, and 
then I was so much taken up with the service I was 
upon, that I had but little time to look abo^t 
me ; I therefore sent eight of my guard home, 
with the account of the post, which I had surveyed ^ 
and taking the remainder, whidi amounted to twelyei 
men, as a defence, I resolved to make a short tour, 
and examine the interior of the country a little. 
This to be sure was v^ry foolish, considering I was 
in a place every where infested by strolling parties 
of the enemy : and it was, I believe, one of the 
greatest whims and piece of folly and extravagance ; 
that ever was committed by me. So I thought after- 
wards, but I did not consider it so at the time -, to go 
I was determined. But it is of no use to tire your 
patience out with reflections on my conduct ; I will 
therefore proceed to relate what happened to us, 
without further delay. My intention at first wa^ to 
have stayed out only a couple of hours or so, but the 
country looked so delightful, and the weather seemed 
so fine, that we insensibly wandered on till we came 
to a small village. Here we stopped, and had some 
refreshment ; but still I could not prevail upon my- 
self to turn back ; we therefore kept going onwards, 
till, never having been the road before, we lost ovlt 
way; and endeavouring to find our way bacjc by the 
road we came, we got into the midst of a thick 
forest, where, after wandering about for full two 
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hours, night tame on, and increased our calamities ; 
but in about half an hour after it was dark, we, to 
oiup great joy, discovered a kind of track, which 
could hardly be called a path, and following it as well 
as we could, it at length brought us to the side of 
thie wood ; and after travelling at fuU gallop for four 
hours more, we arrived at a camp, which we sup- 
posed to be our bwli, stnd consequently entered it 
without any fear j and, would you believe it, got to 
the very middle of it before i)ee discovered our mis- 
take ! and then it was all owing to two centinels, 
who had quarrelled, and were swearing at each other, 
and making a great uproar, so that their language 
discovered to us iht danger we were in. We re- 
treated as fast as^ we could, without making any noise, 
fbrfear of waking the men, who were all fast asleep, 
and ^tiorthg so loud, that we could hear them quite 
plain. And now, knowing where we were, we ar- 
rived air the camp in less than Md hour ; but I verily 
believe, that if it had not been for the piece of woik 
ihade by the two centinels, we should have gone 
into the enemy's tents, and laid ourselves down in 
them, without finding out our mistake till it was too 
late. ' 

A fetv days after this the action happened which 

procui*ed toe the command of the regiment. Our 

own with one other of cavalry and three of infantry 

' wei^e ctoiicemed. We had been sent out for the pur- 

' pose of destroying some small batteries belonging to 
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the enemy^ which had considembly annoyed aome of 
the troops while exercising on a common ; And after 
having driven the soldiers who kept them from thdr 
post, burnt the batteries themselves^ and spiked the 
cannon that were in them^ we were retnmii^ 
homewards^ when we w^e met by a body of at least 
lQ,OO0 men, which we soon found to be the eiiemy, 
while our own force did not amount to above half 
that number at most ; we therefore took advantage 
of a rising ground, which happened to be just by^ 
and posted ourselves, with the infantry in the c^titre, 
pur own regiment for the right wing, and the other 
horse for the left. The enemy drew their men out 
in one long line, with the intention of out-flaaking 
lis ; and they did succeed in a great measure i but 
perceiving their design, we let fly two volleys from 
our fire-arms, and then charged so vigoroui^ly, that 
they instantly gave way, and let us pass through 
without any opposition -, and then wheeling about, 
and falling upon them again in their rear, we in a 
few momients put every thing in disorder and confu- 
sion, and completely turned the fortune of the day 
in our favour in that part of the field ; it was in 
this charge that our Colonel was killed, so that the 
command now devolved on me. The left wing, per- 
ceiving our good success, resolved to follow our el- 
ample ; but the enemy, being by that time got almost 
plose up, it did not succeed so well, for they were 
driven back with considerable loss to their own 
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memy, as they diarged themj at tke polnta of their 
JNiyonete, they repulsed them with great slau^tet. 
%a ha^ng defeated them both at the omtce and with 
us* we were enabled to send, a oonalderable body.^ 
troops to the left wing> and soon turned the scale 
likewise in our favour there $ so that the enemy 
were driven back at all pcHuts. We pursued th^n 
lbr*near a league, and th^d returned to the camp* 

After serving the usual time as Colon^, dwii^g 
whieh period I was engaged ia several trifling 
aetionsy and nmch skirmishings (but as they wer^,of 
ao importance, I diall not mention the particulf^'Si) 
I-was promotedto the raxik of Brigadier*General$ 
but the wrmy bdng considerably reduced^ bs, w^s no 
wonder with so long a campaign, and the eneipy 
being so much humbled by their losses and defeats, 
they oonsented to a treaty of peaqe for four months, 
on terms which were very advantageous to ucf j a^^ 
which were, that on the paym^it of a considerate 
sum of money all oipr troops should be withdntwii 
ii^om their country, and we give up every place that 
we liad taken, except two sea-ports, and which were 
indeed the most valuable : and all this was no more 
than we intended to have done at any rate ; so that 
we migl^ be said to have the money for nothing* 
: vButrl ,wUl now leave this sulyect, and return to 
m^j^self an4,vthe army* The truce being concluded, 
f^e troops were imm^ediately embarked, and set sail, 
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60 thM I had no opportunity of distinguishing my- 
self that campfdgn -, andafter a voyage of rather more 
than tliree weeks^ we arrived safe in harbour in my 
native country^ which I had not seen for near thirty 
years, it being tbe^ the lajtter /end of Oct<^r. 
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CHAPTER V. 

1 PASSED the wmter, as you may suppose^ very 
pleasantly at home ; and the next springs the tune 
of the truce being ne9Jrly expired^ fi^sh pi^parations 
were made for carrying on the war with as much 
vigour as ever ; and another army was assembled, 
containing in all above 40>OD&men, which was a 
great deal larger than what we formerly had, the 
troops before being assembled in a hurry. In this 
army I was appointed to the command of a division, 
containing 4000 infantry and 1000 horse, vidth 20 
pieces of cannon, and artillery->inen sufficient €0 ma^ 
^age them ^ and every thing being tow quite ready, 
:the troths were embariced on board the transports, 
and set sail with a fair wind on the first of March, 
being, what was rather extraordinary, the same day 
thirty years that I first set out on my military career. 
I will here deviate a little ftx>m the histoiy of my 
own adxrentures, to make a few observations, which 
may perhaps be necessary^ Had the officer, to whom 
the chief command was intrusted, and who was the 
same as in the last campaign, set the tr6ops on shore 
In the same pl^oe as before, the year would have 
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most likely terminated in an adyantageoos peace $ 
but, elated with our former good success, lie murt 
needs set tliem on land in quite another part of the 
country, notwitlistanding myself and the greater part 
of the other general officers openly declared our opi- 
nion, that it would not answer ; the rest were all 
secretly against it. But this was to no manner of 
purpose ; for he declared, in an assembly of all the 
principal officers in the army, that he was certain it 
Vould be productire of such good consequences, as 
'die nation had niever before experienced. What all 
Ihis famous good luck was to be he did not tdl U0, 
and it prOTcd very different in tiiie end. 
^ After a voyage of five weeks and two days, we 
iarrived at the place where he proposed we should en- 
icamp, which was clcMse to the sea, but in other re- 
iipeeis of all places I think I might say worst suited 
\6 oiir purpose ; aiid we soon began to expentence 
the itt effects ; one of our divisions having been adait 
btit for some purpose, with which I was not parti- 
cttlarly concemied , they were m)et about a mile from 
thecamp'bya body of 19^000 of the enemy, ^niio 
Inbmediately attacked them» and a furious battle' en- 
sued ; but after some time> our men were drxv^n 
'beck at all points, and fled in great disorder; imd 
had they nbt luckily had the good fortune 4b arrm 
at tbe camp just' as they did, would have most lUcely 
beoi all cut to'pieces* 

Some little time after this^ my own division was 
sent out to dispossess the enemy of a post, a hill, or 
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rsther ridge oi small 4iiU8, wbkh^if.w^vjiad gw^ 

gotten, it might have been,of ^eat uie to ;uft^ hv$> 

-when we uniTed there^ wefoupd it iiiipE<ict|^t)lf 

mth 8o small a foree.: we w«re therefore retwmpg 

-vnthout having eikdted any thing* wiien & body irf 

the enemy^ half as big again as our o^n^ suddenly 

^merged from behind « thick wood> which had hjL- 

tiberto concealed them> and fom^ themselves in a 

8teq> bank> with the evident des^ga of attacking n^ 

We therefore formed ours^ves in a line of battle as 

ffist as we could> with th^x^yalry on the right wio|^ 

the gienadiers and light infantry on the lei^, and th^ 

rest of the foot in the centre* We had scarcely time to 

fb tbisywhentheenemy sent forth almost tremendous 

ahower of bullets and musket shot^ and the momenjk 

.aft^ their cavalry came gaUof^ping down s,word io 

'hand^ and charged us with gf eat fury : but to be 

eaqpUcit in my aceount^.the action lasted from twelve 

^*«lodkin the mcHming, which was the tinie it be<- 

guni till nighty aad/then darkness separating. i«b, we 

.letumed to our eamp>^aiid they to theirs; ai^d though 

rmy division^ being composed «f the best men in the 

army, did not fareso badly as the oilier, yet,; taking 

^e victory by the number of killed and wounded, 

;tibe enemy had consideraULy the advantage : and 

^iioth these you must know were* not for want , of 

spirit and bravery in our troops, fior a body of finer 

fellovirs perhaps never was; but n^erely owing .to 

*onr disadvantageous station. 

- But not to tm your patience with a long detaU of 
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defiiato, diMetinrft, «ad losses, it will suffice to B9sy, 
that at^he end of sl^ months our army was reduced^ 
by fatigue asd hardships, to nearly one half its or^- 
nal nuraibwrs. Fresh calamities kept heaping upon 
•us every momenti and we found ounelyes in a most 
distressing pvedicament, hemmed in on every side 
hj the enemy, eau^pt towards the sea 3 aU commim^ 
cation with our suf^es of. provisions and ammu- 
<nitien cut off; whichever way we turned tiiere was 
a superior army ready to receive U8» who had such 
advantageous positions at their epmmand, as weije 
alone almost sufficient to give them the victory .with 
only equal numbers $ the men consuming daily with 
disease, for we were not eve^ free from that ; and 
^ one time our communication with the sea was 
stoi^ed up, but with great difficulty we recovered it, 
being our greatest hope. The commander in chief 
now perceived^ too late, how wrong he was in enr 
Camping there, and resolved, I might say by die una- 
nimous voice of the whole army^ to risk every thing 
^n one grand battle, which if It proved suocessfiil, 
why then so much. the better ; and if not, we had 
nothing tp do- but retifmt to the sea-shore as weU as 
we ooujd, there embark, and escape that way. We 
therefore sent notice to the vessels to be in readiness^ 
«nd' the day alter it waa finally determined upon, a 
'flag of truce was s^ to. the enemy's cata^ wit^ 
' an ipffier .of battle, which was immediately accepted : 
and accordingly the next morning a)l the troops, ea(.- 
wipt a small party which we left to take cace of tt^e 
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$mnp in our absence, were marched, and dratm up 
in the following order : my own division, which I 
before said was composed of the best men in the 
army, constituted alone the right wing, with the ca* 
Talry at the extremity, and our flank defended by 
above thirty pieces of artillery, to keep the enemy 
from surrounding us, and which was indeed what 
we most had to fear : the centre, which contained 
above 19,000 men, whereof about one-third were 
cavalry, was drawn up in a treble line, that is, with 
a dingle line of cavalry in front, as a kind of breasts 
'work covering, or whatever you may be pleased to 
call it, and a double line of infantry a few paces bei^ 
lnnd> stationed so as to be able to fire through the 
intervals of the horse with ease and security : and. 
the left wing, which contained 6,000 men, about •a 
quarter cavalry, stood in the form of a crescent, or 
half-moon, with their flank defended by artillery, as 
^iii us i the horse were likewise placed in such a 
manner, as to be able to charge out on the enemy 
through the paces between the cannon in the inter- 
vals of loading, which, the army being much te^ 
duced^ and not having a sufficiency of men to mai^ 
the guns, sometimes took up near a quarter of an 
hour. 

And now having informed you how our own army 
was posted, I shall, after giving a short sketch of 
how the enemy's troops were stationed, proceed to 
give an account of the action itself. Their left 
wing, which contained 1^,000, and were all the best 
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of thdr troops^ was posted on a rising ground^ witH 
a rivulet aboat llv^ yards wide to defend their iSank $ 
^le centre^ whUih contained between 18 and^O,000; 
who were all infantry, except - two squadrons of 
horse, that were posted one at eafeh iextremity, had 
two rows of artillery, each containing above thirty 
pieces in their front; and the 1^ wVag, which had 
tile same number of men as the right> was composed 
ifentirely of cavalry, except five conipanies of grena^ 
diers, who acted more as a reserve than any thing 
else. Everythingbeingplacedthus, we waited with 
Impatience for the action to commence ; and in 
about a quarter of an hour a most tremendous dis-* 
charge of artillery from the cehtk^ Of the enemy^ 
^ne, where, as I have before said, they -placed Wi 
their cannon, gave the first signal j and in an in- 
stant nothing was to be heard or seen but large co- 
lumns of smoke, long files of mien falling dead^ 
wounded, and disabled every moment ; loiMi Vol- 
leys of musketry eoming in isueh rapid succes8ioh> 
as almost to stun one; aitd the eladhing of arms^re>^ 
sounding from those who were engaged at a dis^ 
tance y and I confess I was almiost Suffocated at fin^ 
with the strong smell of gunpowder. After a 8ho>rt 
time, perceiving my divison would be terribly an- 
noyed by tiie enemy's fire if we continued standkig 
still, I resolved to charge them ; and accordingly; 
putting^myself at the head of the horse, as they did 
not seem inclined to come down from their advan- 
tageous ground and attack us, and ordering th^ In- 
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fiuitry to fioQow me, marched forwwtd, iiot9itksftAii4* 
ing the great disadYantages we were^mder^ whiiohj 
when we approadied new^jr^we found in ils inae 
lights if we attackecl them.infi^it, we 1^ a steep 
bank to ^elimb up first, and if we attacked tiiem in 
iiank, we had the rivnlet befptre mentiCNaed^to paaa 
oyer, before we could get to- them. However, we 
had not long to. consider^ so I 6naUy determined to 
do both ; and taking the horse, who coidd not be of 
aay use in climbing up the banl^i andhalf theloot^ 
took a circuit round, and so came on the side of Uie 
rivulet, aod then wading through, with: the infontry 
up to their waists, and the horses up to their breasts^ 
we, itfter an obstinate conflict, aU get on dry ground | 
and the other party attacking than at thesame time 
in front, we, after some time, sueceeded.in com^ 
pktely driving them horn their ground : but a large 
detachment being dispatched from the main body to 
their iiasisftanee^they raUied^and made altogethersueh 
a formidable body, that 1 thought it prudent to seK. 
core a safe retreat While it was in our power j and 
bad sqarcely time to get back on our gfound^ when 
they charged us in their turn, and came dcrwn with 
such impetuosity, that my infintry could not stand 
it, and gave way -, but sending a party of horse tov 
thw support, order was soon restored, and we con*' 
tinned acting upon the defensive with tolerable sud^ 
ces. Our left wing being chained by ^e enemy's 
right, after an obstinate resistance, wat forced to give 
way, at least the infantry j hvA the cavalry havinggot 
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the better oh thefa^ i^, ^d hili8fe^g> €o theil? ^p^ 
port, they fioonr r6Gov%ared their groUiid/ bat weiti 
obliged only to ax:t hi tbliif o'lfifi^tiiefence; anddid 
not dare more off^^ir ground for ^sar of be^g'sttr'* 
rounded. And ^he^* ti^d ^centres^ After ^exchan^nj^ 
about twenty ^tAleyB of nfUslietryV cimie to iihn^ 
action^ which lasted titt flight y whieh surprised u^ 
all in the aituittllAiS' last meflitioned« We fherefen^ 
separated ; and thusended the first day *s battle^ wRh^ 
out any d^dsire adi^antage on either sideythe^ men 
lying utider amis lifi night. ^ 

• Ihe next mornings as soon sts it^was day-lighl> wte 
were againi drawn out in exactly the same order as 
befotey only the endmy rdaaotr ed SK>1kie squidrons of 
hofse, whkh they had in their right wing> to thb lef t^ 
aod exdiftiigal themibr an equal number of inflath- 
Iry/ At tibi oHsIoek th^ action commenced^ mid'hy 
twelve it was as hot, if not hotter than ^ny time c^ 
the pre<^iiigday« Theen^enr^^s left wing eharg^tis 
wkh sueh' immoderate fury, that we were - cklv^ 
back above twenty paees; so that fburof the cannon 
fdLI into their hands; and recovei^ng, we withdif^ 
fixity mdntained our grcmnd ; but after some ttoM 
Weatleftg^ succeeded in completely i^epiMiaig theicu^ 
It had been well for our cause if we had been as 
successful in other quarters ; but the left wing; oh 
being dharged by the enemy's right, was, after aii 
obstinate resistance, thrown into disorder, and the 
cavalry, -not coming up timely to their support, only 
Increased the confusion, and the whole body fled for 
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9)i^Uei: behind the i;entre> so tliat above thiiif pieocl 
of caanon were taken. The. centre^ after Aftandiag 
a short tuiie>; perceiyiog they would soon be all 
destroyed if they eonttniied there, determined to 
try and make a , charge $ but > climbing up the hiU> 
were repulsed with great loss^ so were obliged to be 
content. But after some time, pereeiring their num^ 
bers, were greatly thinned> the enemy came down, 
and they got. into dose action^ as on the day b^ovei 
but after some time they were thrown into great 
confusion, and fled, with the remains of the left 
wing, towards the camp. 

Things were just arrived in this terrible state^ 
when the enemy wece pneparingto. charge .us,a se* 
condtimie> and I was now in a most critical juncture> 
expipgting every mosnent to have a body of jnen down 
iipopx jtbat, whi^ a short tipie b^ore we had enough 
to . do, to. r^ist with . aU our force . united, and yet 
obliged almost to send a piMrty of men to support the 
%ii:|g tioops ; however, I had* not long to consider 
of 4t 3 so I sent 400 infantry, and hatf the number of 
hfais^, to their assistance, and resolved to :make shift 
a^.vvell as. we oould 3^ and this^ thoij^gh but a handfuli 
wfhf^. compared to. the en^ny^s centre, and which, 
ihpngk much reduced, still contained 14^000, yet se4 
cured our men a safe retreat ; for they checked the 
eneiipy fio much and so long, that the troops who 
"^ereflying, in the n;iean.time collected th^oAselves 
in ,a body* wd thus, with our littjb party In the 
reer,. jQstnsated: atf^ to the camp. In the. mean 
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time we were defending onrsdves With the titmotit 
diffibalty. And ndw pen^eiving all our men -^ete got 
away^ I did ildt know what shiiuld keep tis in the 
field of battk -, so 1 fiM ordered th^ artillery away, 
and when that was got off safeifetreaAed myself with 
the men^ ahd, night coming on fiitt> tetired unmo'^ 
ksted. 

This though not litettdly so, yet eOuld not be con- 
sidered otherwise than in ike Hgkt df a terHfole de- 
feat, and was to us a dreadful stitoke. As soon bs 
tiight Was set in, a general aseemfaly of all the pfiA-^ 
cipal officers was held $ and, alter a consuHatiOil of 
hidf an hocir, it wtis determined to retreat to the sea 
shore, and tiiene enibark i aceofding^y the tehts were 
stroeki and they, with the Aitillay, ammunitidn, 
stor^, and eftrj thing ihAt eouM be rettOVed'> sent 
on board | iand when this was dMie> the remdhd^ 
of the trodps^ amountii^ to 10,000, were ^inbaiked> 
and we set sail about three o'clock ii^ the m<Mming $ 
so that by day<-light we were quite Out of teach ot 
any thing the edetby coidd send aUtir ws^ liiough We 
ebiild easily pbreeive tiiem m*oWded in grekt fiiilon- 
beih^alohgtheseafthOre; and they ired sevi^ral c&n^ 
mm, I suppov^ in hopes of soilie bf the shot ritkiSi*' 
inguSjbutiiotonedid; we did not receiTe the lea&t 
tdaniage. 

After sailing aibout a week. We aHii^^ M ii ^la^ 
abtkndantiy fHi^thii and not at att infested by iSbt 
enemy's trbopi». Here the cOmnuOidefkidiiefdeter^ 
Mined the men should i^yii «ho¥t ihit^ to teoovei: 
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from their fal%aes: tee were accordingly set on* 
shore ; and aflo* lestiBg a ftfw daff8> my own divi- 
non was re-etnhi&rked^ and set sail^ with orders to go 
to the place where we had been encamped in the 
ibrmer casupalgn^ and prepare it a little for the rest 
of the troops, as'they were to follow the first fair 
wind. After sailing for five days, a terrible gale of 
wind arose, which drove uft bef6re at its mercy for 
some time ^ and the pHots, mistaking a large point 
of land» which ^ey saw atadistance, for one by which 
we w«re to anchor, instead of using their utmost en- 
deavouM to keep us from it, as they ought to have 
done^ steered the ships towasds it, and did not disco^ 
ver their mistake< tilL' it was loo late ; for an immense 
wave took us up, and carried the greater part of the 
vessebwilh gieal violeBce on the sea shore, where 
tbey stuck fast in the sand ; and the remainder only 
escaped the IHc^ fkte by turning about a little to the 
hxH, and so slid pastfthe point, dose under the shore > 
and whea the violence of the storm abated a little> 
OBiae to dose simhor under the shove. Two of the^ 
diips ^h&t were wrecked went to pieces in half an 
hour f but the meuhaving got the boats out in readi- 
tkess, no lives werekwt : and as soon as the i^orm 
wais t|uite over, I, who was in one of the struck ves- 
sds, disembarked all the boats and crews firom not 
only my own ship, but aU the rest. 

Whea we were all safe on shcnre, our first con- 
flfidersttoh was what was best to be done : so, after a 
short -thottghi, we want down to the sea side, to see 
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if the veMels might not be gdt off j but found to our 
great mortification^ that out of ten^ it was only pos- 
sible with one ; however> we sefl i^MHit removing the 
one^ and with much labour and diffieidty got it afloat. 
I then immediately sent the crew and soldiers that had 
been in it before on board ; and oui^ next consideration 
was what to do with the other ships 3 but after a short' 
consultation within myself > I removed dl the stores; 
powder^ and ammunition^ out of them Into the 
others, and set them on fire, to prevmit ut least tlieir 
falling into the hands of the einemy. I ishen pttt t^e 
crews of the shipwrecked vessels onboard^eothers^ 
and ordered them to proceed on their voyage, which 
they did: and when they were all out of sight;! 
begah to think of our niarch, and that verjr eveidng 
ordered themen to be in readiness to set otit the next 
day. Accordingly next mornings at- t^n 6*cl6ck, vire 
began our tnarch, being a body of l,BO0 iidkntty, 
and 600 hoi^, who were disposed ih the fb&owihg 
n^jiner : 300 of the hoi^e, with the remains bf tivb 
companies df ^wnadiers, formed the van division ; 
the rest of the infantry made the centre 3 aiid the 
remaindeir of thehorse blt)ught iip the rear ; ih tills 
manner we marched on. But befbre I give an ac* 
count of what happened to us; it will be necessary 
to give a short deberipi^h of this ptoce in which wef 
were. ' : . . 

It was a very large point, or, in oth^r words, a 
sfuaU peninsula of land, which jutted out several 
miles into the sea f the space across the farther end. 
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I mean that towards tlio land, wag^enUrdy filled up 
by two laige mountains^ except ^ne little narrow pass 
between, which kdinto the inteiior^ountry> and, what 
was still worse than this,, large parties of the enemy 
weie quartered jit the top of both mountains. After 
marching two hours, we arrived at the entrance of 
thispass, regretted too late having burnt the vessels, 
and perceived the dangers we had to go through; 
fior though we could not have got the ships off again, 
we might have puUed them to pieceSj haveconverted 
the timber into n^, plenty strong enough for our 
purpose, and so have gone round the mountain, and 
landed in the interior eoiintry with ease and security -, 
but .the action was done, and^coidd not be recalled, 
so we were obliged to mai&B shift as weU as we could : 
and had not pipceeded far, when we began to per- 
ceive the enemy's arms glittering at the top of the 
moimt^in; and a few moments afCer down came a 
tremendous shower of huge stones, large trunks of 
trees, and great pieces of rook, which came rolling 
and tpnodiling into tile midst of us, carrying slaughter 
and destruction wherever they went, and making us 
9ne scene of hurry, bustle, and confusion : some 
tmpnbled over the dead bodies of those who were 
crushed, and they, iii attempting to get t^, were 
kQodced. down by others who were coming along, 
and did not perceive them : so we continued in this 
^atef/or^boyehalf an hour, b^ore I could get them 
HI aBy;kind of. order. We then proceeded 5 but had 
aatgone ftr^ when a second shower made us as bad 
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as ever ; and, in Aert/so it ktptoa, nshBt as we re* 
covered a little, another shower sent lis intd eonfu^ 
•ion again, till we were obliged t6 seek for some 
place to shelter ourselves, and rail into. the cavea 
and caverns which were in the sides of the mountain, 
and of which there were great plenty. Here we 
remained all day, not daring to get out for fear of 
being crushed ; but as soon as it was 6nA, I ven^ 
tured to draw out my men; and sending a party of 
twenty on before with lighted torches, and having 
the same number dispersed in different parts of the 
division, we once more set out ; and though we had 
not now the fear of being crushed, we had other 
difficulties, though not indeed quite so bad ; for the 
roads were so rough, and the light afforded by a 
score or two of torches so dim, that we could not 
take above twenty steps without stumWng over 
stones j and some of the men ftU into deep hoiea, 
and never joined us again; yet, notwithstanding aH 
this, we by day-light found ourselves, to our great 
joy, quite clear of the pass, and marched dn in quiet* 
ness for about half jan hour, wheti the rear diti^ion 
gave notice that there was a foody of troops eomisig 
fiill speed after US) and, (tm looking round, we per^ 
c^ved it to be true ; for tibe eiiemy, ienina^ed to fiari 
we had escaped, had sent thss par^ in pursiilt of lu. 
We therefore put ourselves in a postuce of ddfenoe, 
•ad a pretty sharp eUgageofte^ eu»aed ; when, after 
figjtiting about an hour, tiiiey thought proper io wHk- 
draw^leaving 30Q of their men 4eM on the litUL 



103 

l¥b& we did not lose half that aumber. We tiien 
went pa, buf had not gone above ten miles, whep a 
fresh difficultf presented itself ; and this was a ivide 
and deep river : we therefore encamped all that night, 
Ip consider what was best to be done. There had 
been a bridge, but on our first appearance on the 
point, the enemy had sent a party of men to destroy 
it> so that there waa Qothing but the fragments Left ; 
however, we collected these together, and, though 
,we were but miserable artists, contrived to make 
two little flimsy raits, capable, as we thou^t, of 
holding five men apiece ; but the d%y ^being pretty 
&r advance when they were finished, we fastened 
them to the shore for the ni^t : and it was fortu- 
nate forus that we did -, for if we had not got them in, 
they would have sunk with our weight as soon they 
got into open water J and this we found out by the 
following accident, or rather providence : in the 
middle of the night a yiolent high wind arose, 
which^ throwing them both on th^ bank, dashed 
tbon all to pieces. We were ^t first terribly dis* 
concerted at this j but when we considered more ma- 
turely into the matter, we found we had good reason 
to congratulate ourselves as we did, not knowing who 
might have gone first, and those woidd certaii^ly 
hare been drowned. 

But as it was no use remaining there inactive, I 
^patched a small party along ihe banks, to see if 
^re were any means of conyeyance over 5 and they 
returned next day with the fallowing account: 

h4 
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%4 about tWQ..]i|^pi^.]ap.tiiAnti!iM|!Ca'iquuttily:iof 

of, h^i^g well pfl^d.: J thieref oic^ added fCHoepw^ ^c 

they.vetjirpe^^^wjitb ib^ «ix wpr^4S9« aiid fprtytpf 
thel^cgjest j(it|^i;hey>eo^ ga wp^sdiardTto 

wprk.,and^ih0iig^bbut.m^^^ pin^j^e4jV|l;t^A%(49> 
in thr?c^4a^;i^ §igi^gp^d w!totanjtial 

hQ9,U^ C9f^^ rof f boldiw tiifw I tb^^ . iMWb(»r . af 
n^n 1^^: and JxaT^Uig^i^iaiii^ed,^^^^ ^emmUUii 

efuiiigb w tbwtb(vrpie%rAn4rt|^ 

w|thv^ i^fiuMt^Ti TW^; tbu^ifQt ;OY§iv J^ Utlteimd 

lUtki tJU iM>*^o|i^ pro ispniwed^^i*^^^ 

8bm«i fWben wec^yefeallsii^^ 

tb«L bpirtl .tbp1l^9fft.i;fpyfl^ »|b^lH «flg^ 

V Bi^t jtf wUl su0lpe ^ $ay:,itb«t,aftpjf ^^ainpbioi^lidi 

ftoin five to 1^ leagues arday^ a^^i^bi^brii^4i^j»9. 

we. were r^uced« ande^^wl^i^g »bn9^ ^<pw^r 
ble,;juttdftl^pii. ^4 dwjp^>;3Wf ,a^i,l^?^b iMwr^i^. 

sight of the rest of our army, which W4^ QpciB99pieA^ 
in cacaotly tbe.39yq^e spot as in t^e ifariperp fittrpppjiyri. 
I^Ut heiQ we» had, a^tber obstf^^e, to, i^^ 
stiU.greatejr t^Q ai^ oit the foi^ 
hemmed in on all sides^ at le$^t tow^inds Jaiid^ by^th^e 
;enemy> and we were reduced to near one-third the 
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nitittbei^^viN^liidl^nii^ set Ottt/by two engagements 
'WV ]i«i HriAcie'^droiBsliig^e riVer/snid one thing or 
atKft1ie» : ^ I^^aerriiined to wait till night should 
MNitetisl^ttVi^^ iiitdlB'SOonaa it Was quite dark, 
mshed^out^'kSied^hecenthielsbefbre they knew we 
iJb^ei^ tieav^'Cut^bUi^ wiky th^ the enemy's camp, 
with very MSRng IbBs, and ^nived safe at our own. 
I ^bwnd etrery ^li^ in teitbr and confiision^ and on 
^bM|liirlA]^ fbiiiid^th«l'andtfe«$f igMt battle^had been 
ftfoght^ f^WhRsh^thi^had been entirely routed, their 
dbmA^md^t, m^th fbttrbther^generals, l^hich was all 
they hMly^daiiBi^be^idles upwards of 806 other officers 
of dllKevsiitltmtte/afitd mbfe thafthalf the inen, so that 
Tisf^wa^A was'is'^joyfiil^^iin odmr^renbe to th^ 
ta'-ttTf^^iUMl'^I'was uuanhiiously ^hosto, by both 
offi^nr=^ niett/ td^the diief condtnand. I there* 
f6t«i-wflhbut dela^/ordercd everything that could 
be Wiiiidrv^t>tt board' t&ereS8di;i^hich' were lying 
al^mk&tori^^ by jaiidth^gbii^ titi board inyself 
#kb^ihe^th>opr;%ls ^ sidlbefbre day-^Ught j and 
■Aiir a^ "vtoyage "of lihree 'Wtelsst^litrbrid ni our own 
oMMiy^wMi nothing'lelit; out of an amiy of 40,000 
m^,' but ioi iikiigiiift^ht body of otdy 5,000 ; and 
ci^mftFMk unib^utkte^diviilbh, only 400 infantry, 
aailil90'lloraef '■■•■"•' •■' •' - '' -^ • 

A^:>^8ius' ended a campaign, firom whidi the 
gnartetft expectatlohB ^ad been entertained; and 
sdiiiehikd even coiifidendyaEeerted, that it would con- 
cfade^ i lfe tt ie entire subversion of the enemy's coun- 
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try. How miserably wore ihos^ hopes 9nA prodier 
tk>n» disappointed ! when instead of Ihis^ a disadvan* 
Itsgeous truce, though not indeed near so much so 
as migiit have been expected, for a twelvemonth> 
was the coQseqiienee. Bv^ibough we were to opoa 
^^ipearanee at peaces yet vigorous pnepiMraUoi^ were 
in reaiity making to ^arry on the war> as soon as ^ver 
the tfuoe should be coni^ludod ; though only mysolC 
and a few* other offi^rs, whose assistance was sI^bo*^ 
lutely ne^es^ry^ wer9 admitted t« the. aeerets. 

The year passed swiftly »way> and ii> lest than a 
month after the truae was expired^ to ^ groat sui> 
prise i»f not pnly the e^emyi bni^ ouin j^wn i)ation> a 
£orm«dahk army of QQsOmMfmXrf :and l%^QO 
horae was itsseinl^edj thia c<»smand of wfaiph was 
entrusted to my now honourable aalf> soi that I was 
quile a person of consequence. And every thing re? 
quisite for th& oonpaign beii^ sent ^ on board a fleet 
of iranq[M>its, provided express^ for the servil!e> we 
eml^arked, it being then about the Ifuiter end of 
Febraaiyf and/ after saiiiilg rather more thaa a 
mon^, wa anriaed at ^he place ti^here we h^d been 
encamped in my^ &si campa^n. H^^ we cas|; aa« 
chor; and being disemfaariked^r I sent tiie ships 
away ; and our first care was to find a piilce con«> 
veaient to encamp &n ? and aftee a'short seireh, we 
found a place that had all iJie things nsquAsite, wvf, 
fLmtf of frash water and fdnige^ healthy, and elosa 
to the aea> and jcom^nient to make irrUfKtioas whenr* 
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fffet we pleas^. He#e then we pitobsd ouf teiil»; 
the enemy^s camp being dbout two miles 'bdow 

ours. ' . ' 'h. .•:!:.: :• . "■ e ■ ■ i:.- - ' 

And 1 will now give a ^diort aketehof ^my fFot^ 
ceediogs in this ^lonpiuign; mentiofling^ nonly ibe 
most remwrkable ewBaU,9aiA omitting ftll:«uGh ab I 
think will not affinrd^ imuiaeqient. I'^ being oom^ 
pletefy settled by the Mib of Mw^, I took a ge- 
neral review of ^ ^eimops^ divided tl)em into twelve 
diirisions, appointed them gener^ 10 comoiaxid 
them, and distributed tbeartillevy equftfly^ fio that 
each division had twei^ pieces : this done; I dom* 
menced myi^perations neact^^y i bjumothing hap* 
pentd worth mentioning the whofee^of that month. 
The beginnings of ^ the neaet, t JSt^rpied a^ plan of 
attacking the enemy^s eamp^ and jent the firsty^hM, 
and a part xif the fourth cyvisions outgone night for 
that pttipose $ Imt one of thjUf gukto ifqiling. i|i(«^ 
a ditch, another into a h0le> ymd a thinii tumbling 
over the tiUBk of a tree^ so ^at he eoitld not p>«^ 
eaed^ they returned wi^iout e^Roeting any thing. 
This, howweci did ' n^ disoonrage me f fer thir neaot 
night) haWng procured a number of tor^es> I re*- 
ecdred to go in person, as an enoowagaBent to^ ttie 
men ; fyr though they did not much needthatr y«t 
J thought by netting an exan^, it might to^tt^ 
bute considerably to give us the odvantsge. W^ 
aoeordit^y set out^and fioott^^Ilired iaftont of the 
•enemy's caa^, which was defended by a. «iv«let^ 
this we had to pass, and the centinels, who had seen 
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ourtoiphes At ^distance and suspected soznethiagf* 
having spreadf.au alarin, there was a large partj 
ready to oppose; us on the opposite bank^ which we 
had. to enopunterup to our waists in watery but 
after same time we got on diy ground, though not 
before! had received a musket-rball in my neck>a 
wpuud with a bayonet, and several other slight euts 
in different parts ^ we then drove every thing before, 
i)S without opposition £or some time > but a fresh 
gartycQiping upi.they rallied, and I> being iuvthe 
most coja^picuQus station, received a shot in my 
WriistAandfi fewjnom^iits pdEter,iuiatherin my side ; 
still, hPW.ever, I contiaued fighting, being resolved 
i|Ot.^ give,Aver while I could stand, but a thiii4: 
bqbU.enterln^.inyleg,\the shock threw me dawn. My 
m^n were then charging, so. I eaUed to theoa to push 
on y but thc^ enemy> who had seeime Ml at & distance,- 
supposing I was dead, their courage and spirits re^* 
turned, and my troops were just on the point of< 
being repulsed, when, perceiving their, situatimi, I; 
snatched joay sword up, which lay a little Way off, 
and attempted to rise, when, tomy great jc^, I found 
I could walk without inconvenience 3 so, running 
up as fast as I could, I soon got to them, calling out 
at tbe.same time, as loud as I could-bawl, not to give 
i^i)ty,rWh^B.8^ little^exertion on their part might give 
tl^m th^yictpry : my appearance instantly restored 
ai^im, .tQ> order ;; we. penetrated the enemy's ranks 
tlfno^gh and through, And put ^em completely to the , 
rout. But I now b^gan to perceive , the alarm was 
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«IHPead through the whole tBxap, and we had best 
liiaJke our escape with what we could, While it was 
ill our power; s^o hastily collectiiig what we could 
oirry away, and setting fire to the rest, we wfere pire-. 
paring to make our retreat, when a large detach- 
ment of cavalry, with half as many infantry dose 
«t their heels> appeared hastening in AiIl speed to 
^tack US; so that I was obliged to put the men in 
-otder, to serve at once for retreating and defending 
(yiirselvefr, and ordered the cavalry takeep in the tear 
a^ -a cover. I had scarcely time to give these 
commandsy when the enemy, having got within 300 
yards^ of us, let fly a most tremendous voUey of car- 
biiies' and 'musketry : a shot entered my head, and t 
fdll^- down -senseless. - When 1 opened my eyes» 
J ifouhd' myself in ttiy own camp ; and I afterwardis 
fcnindi that the soldiers, enraged to desperation,' 
seeing their commander, as they supposed, fall dead,' 
rt^fyM to carry me off, or perish in the attempt ; 
I0 ^09Hig found me, they, after ii most desperate 
coiiflkst^ succeeded in getting^ off not only mysdf, 
but the greaierpart of the spoils we had collect^* 
Wh^h' I liad got to' the camp, a surgeon having ex- 
tntdte& the baH f rom <Say headrf recovered iny 
seiis^ ; and liiy' wound*, ifhough numerous; being 
none of ^higm bad; 1 was in a Httle naore ttwn three 
weekii ptetty N^reH t^cbveredi bkt in the mean tilne; 
I piit in execution a scheme thai'^Iiid long been in 
niy head, and that T^rasof sendihg partis of men 
into the country. 
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Koihihg temariuO^d happened all the rest of that 
tnotith^ and the whole of the Ensuing one $ hut in 
the middle of Jtucie> I reeeiyed dispatched from one 
of my officers in the country^ sayings that they had ia* 
tercepted SMoe letters^ which stated that the enany's 
armies were so mttch harassed bydurs> that if the 
reinforeements they etpeeted did not speedily arrive, 
they must either make a retreat, or risk an engage- 
ment, ppoii ihis, I immediately sent orders to aU 
tt(y detainments to join me, and in less than a week 
had them all In the camp. I then sent an offer of 
battle to the enemy, whkh they, hoping their rein- 
forcements woitld soon oome, refused 5 but I re- 
solved eitiier to force them to this, or a retreat -, so 
taidiig ^e greater pwct of the artillery down oppo- 
site to them, I commenced a fiirioiis bombardment, 
I9 whioh they were so much annoyed, tliat at the etid 
«f tlu-ee days tteysent to say they would meet -as 
neict 4ay at such m place, whidi they mentiohed. 
^Icatt mon^ng,^^ therefore, I marohed thither with my 
men, and drew them up in the following order : the 
lat, 9d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 0th divisions formed the 
centre ; the 11^ and 112th the left wing ; and the 
7th attd Sth the right, with 100 pieces of artifiery 
in (tent I my other divisions were staticmed as a re- 
serve; so that I had near 70,000 men in the fieM. 
But therenemy^s army presented a stiU more formi- 
dable appeartuiGe 'y their right wing contained 
14^000 V tl^r left ^,000 ; and their centra SOflOO 
men, with 100 pieces of cannon. 
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In the beginning of the engagement we cont^ntM 
ourselves with distant ToUeyd of tniu^ketry ; but 
finding they did h6t s^in di^iied to 6oib6 from 
their grolind, I (JrdWed my right ifring to charge, 
pretend to be tepiULseA, and so di'tra^ the ehethy out 
of tl^if rahkd afle)* tlietn, ^d then suddenly facing 
ithoui, thtow thedi into disordt^ 3 this t^y executed 
so ^wbU, that the enemy were ddmplfttely 4€fbated in 
that quaiter : and as soon as they were quite dis-^ 
p6ih9ed, dur m^ ibll upon the flankof the centre^ 
whidh wKis bythis titne attacked in front likewise^ 
so that they i^oon fied too } and nothing rmndined 
Jbut the right wing^ which bemg beset on all sides, 
itnd huTing no suppoort, foUowed the example . of 
the rest in a short time j so that out of the whole 
aiiny> only a body of 19,000 infimtty collected 
diout two ieagiies ^m the field of battle, and kept 
together. 1 thei^efbre/ as soon as ever the troops 
had taken a littte reftvshment, went with a party of 
13^000 men in pujrstdt of them $ and after marching 
four days, came up with them as they were crossing 
a h^ith y upon which they were prepaied to receive 
us } and I, elated with my success, rushed in just as I 
Was j so that it was no wonder we were entirely te-* 
pulsed aad dispes'sed, myself escajnng with Only 
9SO loot, and 00 horse. We remained concealed in 
a wood for four days, and* then ventured out, fn 
hofCB oi getting bat^k to the army : we fertunal;ely 
suceeedted, and the mc^ joining us in' straggling 
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parties op the roiad^ we had nenrly as many whei^ we 
got back as when we set out. 

As we had failed in this, I removed every thing 
put of the enemy's old camp into our own, and we 
continued quite inactive for above a month 3 when 
a centinal ran in a great fright one morning, and 
said th^re was an army of the ^nemy twice as large 
as. the other approaching, and they were already 
within two leagues of us. However, these pitched 
their tents half a mile off ; and the ne^t day, to my 
great joy, a fleet with reinforcements came to us. 
And now deeming myself a match for the enemy, I 
sent them a challenge^ which .was accepted j and 
they, confiding in numbers, suffered me to choose 
the ground. So next morning the troops were 
drawn out on the sea-shore, and I placed my vessels 
90 as to play with their ^m on our adversaries. 
The action then commenced, and lasted, without 
intermission, till night. The next day and the 
third it waa renewed with unabated fury; but to* 
wards the latter end of the third day the ardour of 
the enemy's troops visibly declined, and in short, they 
gave way at all points, and fled in the utmost con- 
fusion, leaving 25,000 men dead on the field, 40,000 
more voluntarily laid down their arms, and 90,000 
were taken prisonerr ia the pursuit ; aU their ge-* 
nerals but two, either killed or in our hands ; and 
they had not in short above 3O0 officers of different 
ranks left altogether. After continuing about a 
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iMreek here^ a deputation arrived from the enemy^ 
consisting of their two remaining generals^ and six' 
other principal officers^ who came to treat on terms 
of peace. These being agreed on and signed^ and 
garrisons left in the different forts and towns which 
were given up to us^ there was now no occasion for 
the rest of the troops. I therefore embarined them^ 
snd, after a pleasant voyage^ arrived at our own 
country. Here the greater part of the men were 
disbanded ; and myself, after receiving an appoint- 
ment of ^10^000 pounds yearly, dismissed from 
service. After this I continued travelling about 
from one place to another for ten years, when 1 set- 
tled in my present abode, and became acquainted 
with you, my Lords. 

Don Castellano thus conduded his narrative ; and 
his guests, after wishing each other a good night, re- 
tired. But the next evening, being assembled in the 
habitation of Signior Anelgro, he began his narra- 
tion as follows. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Adventures, of Signior Anelgro, 

JUY adventures mt dea comnM^ced when verj 
young 'y for at tweArve yem of age^ bdng got into 
a bad state of healtliy the physidan who attended 
me dedared^ in his opinion^ that a voyage to the 
West Indies would do me a great and essential ser- 
vice. My father therefore^ who had himsdf in his 
younger days been a captain in the navy^ but had 
given it up for near two years, immediately made 
the necessary preparations, and hired a passage in 
one of the vessels of the fleet, which was luckily 
just then going out. After waiting a week for a fair 
wind, we were routed out of our beds one morning 
to go on board, and set sail. 

We proceeded for rather more than a fortnight 
without any thing remarkable occurring j hut about 
*the middle of the third month, a squadron of the 
enemy*6 vessels, containing two 02-gun ships, five 
frigates, and tluree large corvettes, f^peared in 
aight, making all sail towards us* Our convoy 
consisted of only two frigates and a sloop ; never- 
theless, we immediately prepared for resistance, and 
eight of the largest and stoutest ships in the fleets 
among which was our own, were instantly selected 
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tronk tlie o^imB, &nd drawn up in a line of battle, 
while the rest were ordered to proceed on their 
vofs^^ acomtnand which they did not wait to re- 
<ierre a seeond time^ but' crowded up all the canvass 
iJieir masts and ^^Urds wotdd carry, to try and get 
clear off, as they deemed our capture inevitable. We 
were drawn up in the fbrm of a crescent, the smallest 
and weakest 'iFessels being pladed in the centre, and 
thetstrongest on^e^ootside. We stood next to the 
outermost ship, on the right ^ in th& situation we 
wailed the ^enemy*^ ! attack^; who no sooner came 
within guii*aliot> iMn an Hl-dir6cted fire of grape- 
shot was lopened from them; which did little or no 
execuitionv so^miseipi^ly did they direct their fire | 
but fwe, waiting tiU they got a little nearer, %htn 
played oar broaifeides^ with such spirit and vijgpour, 
that scatfee m ^laoft failed Of doi&g some niisdilief. 
Thefi^same about a pistcd^tot and a half distance 
from? us» ihttn divided 'into tiro cohnnns^ and ^ad- 
vanced in tliat manner, tiB'ith the intention of breaks 
ittg'Our Une; but in diis they were: completely 
foiled ; for by a sudden muicBtrvre we fell into the 
like t order, and -sailed up to m^t them. We sodtf" 
came to^ ^se aetion, and a. terrible battle coitt«- 
menoed. Our own ship, ¥^i<^ wasthelai^gest iti' 
the whole fleet, that is of taerchantmen, mounted 
2?gQii$> and cai^ied a erew of 100 men, besides the' 
paasengievs^ aed was es^^i^ed with a:^gate of S€ 
guii6, and 240 men. We oenttinued grappled to- 
gtfthftr ijic^se' combat! fot near an hoiir, during 



wbich tjux^ notwith8toA<U^9 any leillblEflr hstptnfm 
q^iHing^q ooe cpQiii|uaUy4Qikeep -qipiet in Mit cabiav 

bow the 9latfrof aflycs wentroii.. Rbiinm^mpaiid 
4owfli in Q^ne of these^.excuraoii$»Twh|qh W0rc({bofisii 
enough^ and xjtccMoocd; eautively by/stnost irkHeo:- 
lous coriosjly to be. busy;, Lhappeniedfto go fQmos^ 
dose tp the lude oi the Tessely^nd peroeiTedy^to tny 
gpnentastonishmeiiti arboat eoaUunitig an offieer and 
twenty anei^ atteinpting to; board us^whidk^^owing' 
t((i..the tlud& smoke,, had escaped the obser^viitiniii^ 
ibe mariners^ so thiatione mim ^R^ alteadyin, dnd 
another 'half ^ay^ - I was Jsr a. ^ iniimte quiter c<»nw 
fimndri with tiiEs unexpecied^^ht.^ but reooTeiitig 
myaaifi I'Snatdiedinp a aoniaket iwhi(^ happened !4& 
lay jiiyitvbiyjtleveUed it^at the foremodt^mahy and shfat 
hun liead .$ ^ then ate^ng^ up^ I ga^elihe othtr such' 
aJhoiYible' Idow rqii the: head > /wHh the bntt#eiidi of 
vopj^r^pmoe, tbatlfietundbledidownjinotioiikfiB ioAorldM^ 
bqatf 4Etpon;iirb>i6hi(h9totfaem/suppoi(ii)9t^ike^ was 
arlai;ge-p9rty>of men ready to nsoeive tht^y^whioh. 
the- thickness; of the smoke ^x^nees^edrfrom^^tlitir 
Tiewy or^attt^y^weve stationed^ stHEoewhere in^ain^ 
b^sh^ rowed away to their own vessel, -ii^himt^ at* 
teinptiBgHsny^iihi»gttR>^/ ' . > % > ( ^ ^^V 
^Stal^^ with this esprit J I; ran'^abpot^ from 6ne 
plfil9ei;t<9iaHiither alltoTer thededc^ taU-a sodden titm-< 
ii|g of the^^Miip making me gkldy, 1 was ol»^nd^t» 
g[|,4«wnittto the cab«a>, and lay mysdf upiin.mcy 
b^ ^ >wl>«(^li rpmapiQied thiB ii3^iof.^he^i4|gkt(,i whisk 
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batriag lost aU tluree lof liefmasts^ witttfi^ tt^vet* 
fourtiisof kcrcrtw', and 1»mg much damti^crik^ th> 
buU/ insonradi! that tiwre was aboye thsee feel 
tiraler in lier boldistruck kec colinus. * The iwo€i^ 
gan ihlps iHiich weie :a:iga^l vfith mm tmi^in^ 
g«les> fimiing^thonsehKS imeh damaged^ Bsui likc^ 
to get'the worsts spsead all their sails^ «iiii stood df 
ia fttti as tlDtty w^fe ahto r tetf of tlK? ^rigt^^ 
<me corvetM fc^owed then- examqple. Tim cif flitf 
i>thee Vtesda^ wkick were the cbcyeifetes^ one agtoiinl* 
ilB^ 24> the otiier S6 g«iis> and; both canrpsgtiereairs 
of ^Bom 14Qter IMmeii^ and which )Wi^re eng|ag;9d 
with .thi»e aairehsa^inisii of lAgmia aad 60 asm 
af i^oej wevfl so ituidb isjnircd^ thalaai esdaperitibst 
iraljF would hfriRe hernia in&paasible y ihey '^ef«6ire» 
after «*/despisfmte. iresistaoce/ musrmkd»il0d ^ : mad ^thd 
ieoaanatngrveaiel^ wrhick :waft« &igate:,r<ifli[^fiie^ and 
UlBiv ty^ is^lSMdiaisnddfln aadmieaqpeated. i i ai^^ 
that the: (Vessel «w;K|h' whkh iti waa e^iga^nt ha4<h«l 
3«st tme^ toi gat . Qiik; of tlMc wa|ip and iim^ ^fl^^ 
a steuter tfste I aIld>^8Qnle/of the imsB whoi« wens 
nearest the: aq^ioiirxWfiDs afanost Ihaotrft. t^anssir 
withithefihoch.- v. 

We thea^ as the boainesaol tlHSf4e0kiW9aitip4e; 
«a4 ttOtt|diii^ofup7i4eiiy|»«ir8iiedomn 
weelB> iwdbea oaei laiglii sneh la wicleni gahn um^m^M 
cooiiplclkfy separated us fima^ tho mst of Jlie ites^ apd 
dfQTeiiSjWdknaw ndt IwiMui^ In? dliis State iweoon 
MiAMngitelMdltoi^'luidlsdli^ a limey emhj 



Ibtiild ' it tO'%# ^n MisoB t^i^^d If H^MMg Ml' 

by tlie4kle«l laj^Mat iv«ed> iBi;iid Iheve, dt il#«tf<g^ 
tt% dtidk^ I'eselvefd 46 v^l^ tM tiiorni^: anA li*' 
1<rad fdittnate we tiid, %t no ^sodH^i^ wdi^ if dii^liy 
tliait^ue^ a f^iu^bl howM^ imd roaring aro9^/ tlxal' 
Ad oDe of 'tbe men ^a wink of sl^p ike whbk 
idgbf. Hdwe^er> ad Boont ^ it was day-Iigbe, tb^* 
in^nitetd wlid^ oceasiDtledlbte noise tetitei tothsHf 
^kfn^y and eVerf iMtig ^m quiet. The eii^ti^n tbere^ 
ibre fiientMs b^Mst on fibcxre/ witb twenfty seamen^ ^nd* 
diSfiialiy <xf Ihep8d9efi^ei>!9^wb6eb0s^; ^tM I intis^t' 
ne^^-b^^ 4^iii number. ^Kttdtnj^ I Was redcftute, 
nry fiitliey ^aeccttDipanied nie ) umi baiting gbt out 
i6o««> we disp^Md (fi#ftr«^t wayd ^ .mj^dLf and m/ 
Ibt^^/ tbree gentlemen^ and two of tbe isailots, k^ 
togntlier. 1 wa^'ierifted Wltb8mui^et> fliiian sytdtd,' 
il|KyWde^«bem^ sand some sboft^ ands^f wand^ng^ 
tift^H06n, we 6at down^ and made a repasit on sonie 
bbciiit and cbeese we had brouj^t wiib us* We 
tben%egaEn to bunt fc^t provisions, and in pttrstiit of 
ttltm flUf^gkd S6me distance ftom each otber. I 
Mi^tAtL fine deer/ and ponruhig it with aH in} might 
and main, went out of both sight and headng of 
Bty comp&nidns. 'At lengl^ I laid the deer dead',^ but 
dn finding^ myself ffulte alone, began to utter bittef 
lamentations^ abtd kept on calling out as loxld s» T 
dmld ; but, alas ! noofne answered ; and, faintwithmy 
etertfons; I sunk down on the grotmd^ and gave vent 
tb my grief tn tedrsr. Thns I continued for near two 
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gmdi:tiial^it^^W9 fait fii^ o'dkidEi ttudt^t^i&jr best 
mqfbwoiildi lie ift tJ^ftadcfiiid flome pliioe'of m^^ 
tfr ib^r^ nightkCaoiesoii^c^Qc thfttotfeienillieil^dioiid^ 
bie^4^iroiumii IjgPt.tip^' tix^ iKiy^nrin> otte hted 
a$^ tlH^ 4ft€a?. i^Mt^><^«Ev «a4- began Bty watt; 
Al|§r tJ^iju^ipgrOnfoc «ii bcaup> I camevt^ the*ipUKMt 
^l^ieiire wa ba4 Qur 4iiiBer# a«d found ituqttite'^4^ 
t^l^^.^jjl tbei?efei^, pawed fi«Li and. bad/not gone 
fa^^ wbeii, p^jipg ft lldokeit;* I Ibavgiit I< parqeli^ 
tw^ f^i:;^iM^jeyes ^^ ^fi^ 

t^49^ ;^4#cui^^^^ ol^my.sensea jai Ihiih I tlmur^ 
d^w^^tbe.4^!^f an4 #9t} off roniUBg aft laiL;8{ia«dr' 
Fortunate it |¥^ forjap^ tbat.I did j ib^ scaroi^ bad^^ 
I gpnfiJLwmty yw^, .wh^ ywl spmng ait una iai M iej 
tjd^^ ^^^ ^^oragf^ ^ BMi^in^ its !olyeatj» aet ^ttp 4^ 
bidepua growl^ aj^ ca^pbe^eaM me« ^Fri^it*^ 

ei^c^d, ^i^d/baJlf d^ witib fyia^iul ^c^andMired tipr«.]ftig»:i 
tr!^, tb^ bv^qb^ of wliykb affoided oii^ilMGk db^ 

ter; but my pursuer lai4^P^99lf'd^^ 

and tber;^ jt^poLfined;, VF^n wJauc^fptaaaotk^ my 

piece^ I took ipy aim so w(|^a8.]tQabQotlum.staicfi 

d^^ I Wj9uld &ij[) bc^y^.gsme idow^andiwaUtadc 

o|g^ tbeujb bfit it be^^ jtq gi$^ duak ^ ao I al^ycd ^vrbara^'^ 

I iraa, f^^d^.b^ng-^eT^tii^^a^xm f^ 

wa^i 4is|^)^ by bideQusyiajpAS*/. I divamt tbitt-JtC 

ing,up,mjc arfu^ to ^ve% vi£Q(ii>ua bkan^with^^^ 
awojrd^ {^struck my band so fora]idyagidfiat abniieb^j^ 
tbat it; awoke, m^., li,:^i(aA, siom^^UiBm jhe€^ 



fnm.i»kaQfi^^ok6ss lo ^ me y. Bad oh .lookinjg^vofti^^ 

twi>MdaQuai'i!cdfier3rc7es^as4t^vsere>^ tiie' 

tcee with ft8lowish.piKie« I' was m firslultiey^ ecm^ 
f^lniMd^ and atamck motiofiksa with terror ; %ut 
lOfg^efstingit xnust be Beme^a^iutterwho was ecmi'^" 
iig jQprto^ <feioaarrme, I Ai«w my sword^and begiti 
niakiiigtwost hearty bipwsi 4hniflt8> and cuts^ on" 
wha^.I jtt^ed must be hii »eok ; audd^y the 'ey&^ 
diaaippnitftdj afi4^3<)>>^^^i^S deacended to the grduiid 
witk agnMl: Doise> which eoiaibiiied Me in niy suff- 
pieioiia>juidi^me to aiippoael hadkilled it : nevef>^ 
thel^iil jiia4e siichea^^^^ertible kapresaida on in^' 
mint^V^t :>i contiii^d awa&e the" wh^ie nij^t:^ 
aad Jiad the> fijemtir-a <^ hearing ^he wild"^ beasta' ^ 
oane: asneUiiigv aiid acratchinig againat the side of* 
tba tre&a great mimh^ of times. 
xiWhen.naor&Ing catne'oni I pereenred ihat th«t 
canae. of all my terror and fright was a larg^ ser-: 
paoJij^who lay with its iheod nearly^ eut off, and ^ 
half .eatea pf the animala that had been there at the ^ 
foet of Ihsjtree. lliough I i^eH knew it n^ag dead, 
y^it waa aiMne time before I cottld summon ediffi* 
ciQDloeuia0e to feature down : however/at teitgthl' 
didiiaiid iMgan my walk i and vow^ it being the he^ 
ginniBg of a day instead of the end; I took ttkf lei- 
lur^ and gathelred some i^vild fruits for br^kfa&i^ 



no^ln^ iifice Uie {n^eeeding moi^iiig; and tb«t[ 
ir^lltde.^ M ^ng&i F arrived dt th^ j^ttde i^etfe 
#e^had co«ie oti 8lkore> bnt "flie boat was gone | 
kertrere^; by Hfihg H]^ gun, amd makliy^ 'iigikeSii, 
'th«i peop!<^ oiy boardsa^ me, and sent a boibt tofet^h 
n^ y S0 1 iB^ kus€ ^ sdf<d ba^. 

Wd dimt^iKed at tbe iiifo^d for ttboi^ a' tr^diif V 
but I had enough of rambling excursionsr/so did 
not go ofts)i6re, tboii^ "kicleed 1 was tdid' lii^rb 
were maaiy tbings worth seeing^; but the ship being 
l^aired^^d a i^affieie«rt sto<^ of fVesh pitMsi^Mis 
get in, We cdntlhued our voyage, and aJPlet sidling 
a fdrmiigM, We drlfved at otir pkce of de^tbifttlon. 
Here we disi^mbarked with all o*ir gffo^yttM 
hairiiig Ibtitttd a suitabli^ hoiise^ the country wai ^ 
pleasant^ thiit we cc^tiniied there aboVe tWti ytum^r 
but at the end 6f Ihis thne> my fiedtHei' ftbdh^g Ihie 
air did mot eiaetly ^gree wifth hitn; we^ todl^ a piip 
sage back to our own coui&tty in th^e htoiew^f^ 
bc^nd fleet; floftd aftcfr ci prosperous V6y^;suniVed 
there. ,'■•■.',-!■- ■,. . --.. 

Thes^ two voyages had giv^ ihy ihind feuiih a 
propensity to the sea, that I could turn it to nt)th)ng 
else; dtid accordingly aboiit « year after 1 entered 
a midshipman ; but ad a detail of the tHlHng events 
Which hajipened t& me in this rank will aflbrd ifo 
entertainment, I wffl pass them bver^ with saying, 
that when! had serted my time and twt> months 
ovti^ I wa6 tirade lieutenant^ and soon tffter a]i- 



128 

Ofmsmmd of a^ eull#r all4 ^(mB^ttki 

nuiix, who acted as a li^t^iiaiit^cHe^id kir^f dliipfi 
la MthiSi I wa8.aent to erntga^a tb^ eaeiay^ft e«ist> 
amt'was^ Qat a moadi. ^hoat iineetlixg aby tbiitg^ 
InfiopxMich. Umt the prdviuons being nearlf speaiy I 
was pHKeedinghomewaidSi when a l«rg» iMUGliatiil^ 
maiiMDf 90 guDft and QO men came ki mgi^ i v$^ 
thecefoseiniiaediately mad^ allsiitttowa«^h> M)^ 
iimf, penteiiqag^we were i>itrf iafexipt Ib ^r^e^ k^ 
tOi .aiMl pmfMwed f(^ defence. • Ko sooner did- 1^ 
.{et witbia gun shot^ f han a f uiious dringodn^ 
,Bien«ed« aodia aslibrt^iime we came to close acjt^m 
I tbeu'lo^k nil thc^ mea thatweMnol eisployedto 
ipoiit alhthe ^mB, and which amounted to* sepet^ 
leea^ >a»d placing them in advsoilBgeoflnB slates 
ahoat the* d^/ araoed with omi^ket^^ tiMy kept «p a 
s$Atb|i^ fi»e^ small arms <« ttoe^nenty. 1%|8 
p«q)«ei; sqceieeded tajmixnir^dQn y for soarcidy' ha4 
we/^L^lMUiged a dcK^ea htttadsicfea, when^^it tmt 
flalfi^ cividentyi fi^om the grei^ ^eefeaBe^c^^iiambars 
on the deck of the enemy's resset^ that they httdlaal 
ooelMiiii ^ taeieir men. I therefore i«semble4 ^toF 
xidven^Mii men^ andy arffneig> oinselt^es eac^ with a 
musket mud «wt>id^ I placed a part ^As a cotfer^ tht^ 
4he enemy' nn^^ti not see what we weawa|io«(t,-l 
inlH ^ rest hauled ^out the loi](^ baat^ and^^ien^ 
gattingrlntp U^^erowed down tov t^ side*of their 
/lessel, dlmbedup^ and all got In without beiag^ 
pereetved^ I im»ia^ d(»mi ^ ^^^Nptain i^ the ihais 
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^rew^flc^ to tbeti|uv|^i[ dfsck, wkere» liot beii]ig;abli( 
to go ^y further, th^y aurrendered. * ,. 

We. then topkiOuv.pnze.ia.tow, apd returiied .t(| 
port ; where after refitting aiitik, we again went, 
o\^, but had 9ti& wocae luck thi^ time than luefore ; 
not a single vessel did we meet with« However^ 1 
deteiminiMl not to go dway without 4oing. some- 
thing.; soj manning my boat with the mate, and 29: 
ineii, I went on shore one afternoon, apd.procqedi^^ 
^P tbe country. In alitt}^ time we eame to a smf^^ 
fort, which we immediately attacked, and carried bj-, 
a^sauU' We then went on, aad in a sho^rti tim^: ar-? 
rived at a little town, which by some., means ;Oi: 
Oj^er h^ been apprised of our dj^igo> andwAS-l^rc^u 
pared to receive us : we how^ever soon drove Jn ihCf: 
feeble refistaiice they opposed ; and alter qoU^ii^' 
n^oney to a very considerable amouK^t fmv^^H^ 
jH^lic treas^ry, retired j from thepce v$re,,^ai^.:«tO: 
our OWQ ship> and retjiirnc^ to port, . : > > <> / 

However, as soon as we had t^g^nin aire At «up^y o| 
pipyjsio^B, we ojftce more went out ; aad in f0ui\i|i^^» 
n^^ with, a cutter, of 18 guns and ^hm&^ tPiH#H<^ 
W(&. immediately gave chaae, and ji^ , a. shorts ftim<» 
cp^e up with, them, when a ]|io$t..fi|rio«A' coiiabal.. 
enfued r&nd the smoke wa&jso thiek>, that wfroon^ 
scarcely see. twenty yards off, and coUld iBdei9d.buf ; ^ 
just see e!Eu:h other's veasels, in ordei^ todhrect vour 
fiije. Fjsesently a ^hot caiDe, and carried away fibova.. 
halfof the, masty which, was a tenildie misfortoni^i r 



ttkiMedng our t^eSsel Was ai ctitfei*^ wd'hlufBitie biic ; 
bttt tfaen> m^retai^/a 1>madbMe lK>m Os knocl^ed 
down the wholexif ilieir^ with a gteai ctuh, inA 
iteother doon after carried bff^the ' bb^spnt; with a 
greftt piece of the item > so' that the water flow^ iil 
Uie Cfk^ity it madle ilk great ahtindalAce. At lenglh, 
thei^- vessel heing quite fit Wreck,' eight of their giins 
cKsmouoted^ and full five-sixths-of thieir crew killed, 
tiliey struck their c6lbui*s, and surrendered.' Upon 
this r went on board to exatoiheoiir prizcf, and 
found it presented ii iniilef able spectacle ; indeed 
tke mast/ bowbpHt, and stern, as I have before 6b- 
serted, were gone ; hei9i{)dof d'e^inenVintermixed with 
broken beards and phmks, which lay promiscuouisly 
on every side ; there Was above four feet and a half 
water iii the h6Id ; and the sides were so miserably 
battered, as to be ialmdst In pieces. We therefore 
upbnediately removed the wounded and pnsoners of 
thdr vessel into oiir own, (foreseeing it must sink ' 
in less than half an hour,) and then began taking 
tie most valuable things out ; but we had not1)eeh 
eflo^loyed at this twenty mihiites. When we t>ef- ^ 
chived it was going f^t) andthet^forfe mad^ all haSt^ ' 
oBt; and hardly got in the bbit, when it JfeU ti 
ptecesL When we got into bur oWn vcsstf, W^ 
found it in not a very gt«at dial better state, ' 
tH6fl^ fiideed it had lost oiily paft of the nfal»t and * 
a <piec6 of %he bowsprit ; we l&cswise kttew that It 
w6uld keep iU^ther till we gbt to a pott, provided ' 
there was no stormy biiirdlen;tni the othi6r hatad. 
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Vfmw9tm esrtaail ii >would Bink ifioiie didiia^ipeB ; 4 

|]^m!b|]9eTeAi«;ncNigii to look forward >toi Hott^ 

les^er^ fifteri sloppliigiip thehdlesa^itde^ nvte antda 

■U mJlbooiewa^ds^iindiforhioatdy arrived safemt 

$hore> whea our Tesod fi^ in liaivies> from halTes 

into pilasters f < it Icrpt gradually dscveamng^ till not 

t,W0^ pK^n^ of timber were left together; so we 

^^upaed .nothing by this victory ihot a liew |iri«oi»n«i 

f^ud ^fliio^ articles^ a&d thedeatructioii of our ship* 

> It >iir98 fioipe time afber this beforel tsonld get any 

fcii^laf employnientj so many < wanted plaices, and so 

f^ appointments were to be had^ but at lengthy 

.with the assistfuaiGe of a Oi^tain under whom 1 had 

aerv^ I.gotaiilitle brig of U) guns and 30 m»n) 

but a .njiserahle thing' it was -, the planks and 

4)eanis 0|f whichitwas composed were rerily eaten 

up by the ^orms, and the ropes and sails were«o 

ini^cably tattered, that I was enabled only to take 

little paltry vessels all the wl^le I was in it, whieh was 

ayaar^audtwaiacniths; ^ay, and sometimes I was in 

great da^er of being taken myself. The cabin in 

wh|chl«lfypt was not tenyaiids indiaipveter, aad staak 

miih A confijiaed mixture of all manner of smeUs, 

<tar>;pitQ](i,,gi4# gfpg, and i^ musty sceAt obcasioniDd 

4)|F tl|e de^ayfd ai^ wQrm eaten state of the vessel : 

xQK^iseoyer my no^e, not baving been aecnsloiitied to 

j4ii9jr had w exquicate .sense of all kinds of scents, 

ftirhatsoe^erihAy ndght be^ and to me; this was in- 

liupi»9ri#ble* However, at length, to my grfeat joy, 

J, iwA» made ooinmander, and appointed to a sloop of 
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$$ gams and 140 imn^y wllli;^ifh I* vmf^miicK^ 
lo oooupf a aMion at J»paxi» in tbe fSaati loiiiMi 
H«i« I oiaftiant4> a^iBfi moalbt^ w|t|ottt anyaiMA* 
teitf 4>iitafcthe eod&f tbat tioie Uie .fevjBr ^^Toke 
^t ia my Te9eel> and saged wHbiUish viokne^/thal 
aot one o£u$^ escaped having it, andaboveonetbinl 
of tba cirew di^. At li^ng^, hovteyer, wesuoeeeded 
in entirely exiecminating' it ; and a almrt time altef 
I received orders to quit my 8tation> and go and 
make-diicoverief. Aceordingly I did so ^ and, alket 
tome iim^t entei«d on sess never before explored j 
ftod, Gontinned jailing in them for above a week> 
when one nigfat sucb a violent storm arase, thi^t ^ 
wer^e carxied up and down in the dark without 
knowing; where in the world we were going. Snd* 
denly a wave dashed U9 agamst a sunken rodk, and 
twenty aeami^n, sm^posingthe ship would ittstantly 
sink, jumped into the eea for the purpose (of saving 
their lives^ and periled : the moment s^r amother 
wave .readied us, a^d* fet the vessel afloat onoe 
more. • 

llie next morning the vit^noe of the wind vras 
VP s<Hae dcigree abated; but we were still drtveh 
afaouti and continued to be so for a week, when/ to 
increase our misfortunes, the men grew very sickty ; 
and ii^ a fortnight the storm increased wbrse than 
ever, when we descried what we thought was ad 
island -, but a miserable island to be sure it proved to 
US i ^ mfytn we got about twenty yards from it> 
we . were < suddenly teatri^ wHh amazing rapi^ji 



rt^k.' Ift^ inilflitttlie^iliip wa8'od^«>ied'i4ritii'%ea( 

#iir thr«0i' Tlie bcHils v^rt hmkttA 00i,fsaiA llid fifttT 
neiilcMiiM> with'fi^e «nkli(hl|aifeii ^M^^'^we^mm? 
geVMthh lttrg«8t i one niid^lilp^alti and e^sftllors'^" 
the smallest; and my8df>' tike seeond H^tcHdiidit/ 
6he itiid^hi^an; knd 15' sieanieny hi the lemainihg 
6M, Tlie two -iWst ^ere i^Mi^ vi]^, lu^d- aH' in 

iti j^ lilurd at ovir oahr for abdve M hotir^ Jtfhe toal'Wtti 
th^wk ^A^moAd, aiid i^e h^ M« jiSi^t ^me ft^tiikd 
ttl6 fe# «M]fig» oiil ^f^her that ^i^ MA tfeen aUe^ kxf 
bring id6i%wMi ns^ w^^ H tunodiled i6>'j^ 
Htiiing iidBacted ^e thnber. We IdoW'for soM^- 
plaiee^to sllelter Mrsd^es fhoth^ the i^Mn, -#falck d^ 
seendWii^ torrentSy and found; t^ bur grdit sci^'^f 
Wlifat'We li«d%u|>pdied ^an isButid' m^ bnTf irn iiii>- 
tiiieikset6tk, barren of ev^r^ fhliig bbt s&elf-^fi^/ 
sem-iv^ed, and foii^ls, and a few pl^lcs;'lhe m^i&it 
of Vesidls that had befoi^e been wrecked tfeeife;' A* 
lenrgth, however^ we got tinder a "hanging rock^ atid ' 
there determined to reiht^n ail night. Butth^nd^' 
having ceased/ and we being very hungry,"! Wifti -^ 
fodf' men went' to look 'for some prbvisibn^ i' rind* 
foi^nately met wiiH a fine turtle, Whkh was so ' 
heavy, that it requite three to carry it *aiAi my^^ 
idf and'th^ other ihan haVingloaded'biirsdhres with ^ 
sheft-tislii andsdmebraceof seafowl. We returned to ' 
oiif i^okB|)^Ott8, WVdraWaltigd our cOiMngbiickwilJi ' 
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; ;W^ ^tbaii ipient to: <^^^. r luiA tjie j^^ 

i|l^J^4^lt5^f^ ©Or th^jJ^ 

lVlu^^gtme>w#,|i£1l^/nQt yfhefp, Iw^jt jtlie.ot3j^F still r|^. 

j^^jC^i j^swia9) ^4h^4rocJfc 9p,,w^c|i.it^^^^^ 5tfQ«: it- 

a f^MW^P$9^t t^e^a^ y^aif^ wji^^.. Having g^t 
ii|^;lf^,fii9^ae%rphe() for tpol^r and ftt j^i^U f quj^ 
tht caqj^snjfcj^ip;}! ch|e^ •• i^ei |;h^n IppH^^ |pij aK^a^i^J^ 
t(K>|^ JIG j^^ to atm. uf 1^ 

W|^;, IMP|fL||iftiir8-anns wiy^^ be.qf Utftjp^, ,iwi« with- 
out anoMin^nition^ we coUecl^ all w<^ co^l4 fiind/.iM^ 
%^8^f(fy3^M^ for provisions. ,A(Ve hardly^ got every 
*^W.jrtf PW W^^^* t9getl^if,3¥^n,tl^e,sky4)^c^n^ 
py#f|^[a9|r aii4 w^n^ us to be gqne. aa &at a^ we 
<xp]4 ^ we. t^rcfore «f?t aljpm mailing ar rrft to . 
fifliry Qur gpqdp on ahor^^and in A sbort -time one 

K 
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everjr things ehe n^eie aafiiL But ikie l»ftd ^icsrcidj 
iMNikd our vah on Etm^, when a Tiolcnistdita, ae- 
eompanied by thuiKler aod lightiiiti|;> came OO;^ And 
we w^te com^ctely drenched be&re we oould ^et 
to our eld shdter under tbe rodk. 

Tkiid we Hired for above a mon^$ at the end 
of which time we found it such aa ioBuffidest 
habitation fot us^ that we began to think <^ build- 
ing a hut, as a more ample shelter fgom th^ 
Weather) but when we set about it» we fowndwe 

• 

had not near enough timber for such a putpoie j 
and were th«[eft»re obliged to deslsty and put up 
With incotiTeniences for the present. After mi- 
tinning in this stale for about two months longer, 
during Which time we were eont^BruaUy finding 
pieces of wreek, I was much suipiised one morning 
to perceive, on the edge of the ro(dc$, where I had 
been sMdiing for shsll-^hi a large quantity &i 
oysters, which on opening I found to^ceutHiB large 
quantities <^ Veiy fine peail I thctefofe eollected 
them with great care i but Uie taslebeUig bad, us in 
all that species, and their iralue not b^ing known^ 
they despised them, and would net take th^ shaie^ 
so I had the whole to myself . 

About nine weeks after this* and after we hMl 
been near six months <m the rock, for it was no* 
thing more, we set about buildittg a bciat t6 eenvi^ 
us away, which was completed in two weeks morei 
and havii^ victualled with tnriles, and put evtiy 
thing in, away we rowed; and, after sometime. 
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descried a TesMl ; and tbdtiglt #e "eemld nbt Wttie 
up with ity "vire knew we w^re in Hie fref{if«nleii 
parts of the i^roiii : and in a lit^^ dnoe aftej# g<dt to 
Aipan ^ where> ta mike tip fot* my- midfortilne^, I 
was appointed to a tolerate Mgate. ButdiH&dCei^ 
sfifl pursued nte j owing to the carelessness of the 
cabin bbyy my vessel was set on fire at sea> ahd we, 
ftfler endearouring in vain to stop the^ progress of 
the flames, were oMig^ lo take to oui* t»o£tt8 he* 
fore the ship hlew Up. I lnaA in my oi^n boat 19 
nea besides ^myself, and to k^p ixs we had two 
tinall baiMs df salt beefi IS or ^Opoiiiids of baebh) 
cte ctak of brandy, and one of water, \Hth two 
doteli ship biscultft^ and ii^ oa^^ We^hoiildbe icmi 
kmg; our daily aUowaneei^ was Mniiled to half a bls^ 
atit, two sUc^s (^ bfiieon olr bieef, and rather fnoire 
^Ma a qnaiter of ft pi^ of brandy and wietter'toixed^ 
fhis was at fiitft, but alteiWards we wefm dbHged 
to^hm s<Dl in&re e^rmg -, and W^ were just gofh^l^ 
give ooifidvesap to despair, when a vessel appealed 
in sight, wMdi, dn our firingUi gun, lay id tin ^w<^ 
eime up; Und ito6k us t6 the place for WM(^ they 
waft boiindy viz. a small port iii Japcuri, where^ I 
found letters; informing me of my fkther's deatb> 
and tiiat I must go home dIrdcAy if I wis^c-d tose^ 
ttafe mf estates. Acbdrdingly I did so; butais sdoii 
H ev«r I bad settled my aiairs to my perfect satls^ 
tad6ii;I begim to Idok out for employment, and 
i^>pointed to the Red Lion, a fitie 74 gun ship; 
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aM^Mt nevv^i wtlh whfch I was sent out to cruise on 
the enemy^s coast, and watch one of their fleets. 
> About 8 week after I had been on this station, a 
YicAent hig^ wind obliged us to cut bur cable ; and 
they taking advantage of this, came out of port, but 
were Mon dispersed by a storm. As soon as ever 
we eonld, 1 returned to my station/ and, finding 
them gone> went afler. In a little time we came in 
sight of ft large ship of 100 guns, which, on seeing 
us, tacked about> and prepared for action. A ^- 
rksus battle ensued ; but at length we were victo- 
rious, and carried otir prize into port ; where I wieu 
ashorttime after promoted to the rank <^ Rear Ad*- 
^iral of the Blue, and appointed t6 the command of 
a:iquadron of two seventy fours, and five frigates, 
beside my awn vessd/ in wMeh I hoisted my flag as 
chiefoommftnder with ihis little fleet. L wa» sent 
tmt to South America, in order to intercept a fleet 6f 
the enemy's, hiden with gold and very valuable 
^1^, which was expected to come home that way, 
and about Uiat time. Here we cruisi^ for above a 
month, and no fleet appeared, s6 that I began al^ 
most to give them up, and suppose that eil^er they 
did not intend to come that year, or that they did 
notmean to gp home that way; and b^ing very 
much in want of fresh water, I left the smallest 
frigate to watch, and with the rcdt of the vesseb 
proceeded to a small port, which I had hieaid was 
about fifty leagues along the eoaSt, and there sent a 
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party of men.on shore to fitt our ca^ka with wttter $ 
which hadlike to have proved fatal not only to 
them^ but the whole fleet y for tiie inhabitants^ who 
were chiefly natives^ takii^ it as an heinous offence 
that we should presume to land without first sendr 
ing notice in great form> came down in nuxnber 
above four hundred to attack them ^ and tiiey not 
being more than 35> were obliged t^ take refiige in 
the bpat^ and row as fast as they could to ihe ship ; 
aad the people threatening to set us on Sre, we were 
obliged to weigh anchor in a hurry ; and had not 
Hpne many miles^ when we met widi the frigate I 
had leftron the station^ whieh u^rmed us» that the 
leet would certainly pass in a week nt fiirtheM;, as 
they-had intercepted a vessel wit^ soit^e of bur men 
prisoners, who gave them this information. Itharep 
fore sailed to the place i and had scw»dy gotthere> 
when the fleet appeared in si^t« consisting nf 
twenty-six sail of merchantmen^ unckr convoyof two 
line of battle ships^ and a large frigate. But you 
are not to suppose diat 4hese were like common 
trading vesselSi for they were all equal in force to a 
Tery large sloop 3 so that this fleet, instead of being 
inferior^ was greatly superior in foh» to us; lind 
drew itself up in line of battle to oppose us. But 
putting myself at the head of the flQet> we bcddly 
sailed up^ penietrated through them, dispersed their 
^ps, and in short completely defeated thent Their 
convoy r with- fifteen of the other vessds>^ vee 
captured 5 two others blew up> and a. third sunk y 
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the ref^ it^cp^ wUh gif«fc diffi6U%v 'we Hein^ M^ 
^ncumbeped with prizes as to foe unalfl^ to foUcm 
tjbuem ) and bow to get them: all liom^ we hne^ 
not, as th«re were more than two priss^s to each of 
QUr Ytu^, if we divided them equally> 1 thclbefore 
destroyed the three ships of w&r^ which were most 
damaged '• ami as their offiee was to protect otiiers, 
they had nothing of any partioubr valne^n hoard $ 
and taking the rest in tow, made all sail to try and 
§;et safe in pprt before wint^ -, and after bein^ huf-^ 
£etted about a great deal» and meeting with Several 
aev^e stonas^ in one of which my best frigate with 
two of the prizes that were un(kr her care, were ie-^ 
parated from, va, and lost, we arrived salis and 
sound in harbour, where we continued duHpg <he 
winter montits. 

But as soon as ev)er apring came on, having re^ 
fitted a little, we again went out ; and alter cruising 
about a fortniight, came in sight of a squadron of 
four sail of the line, three very large frigates, and, 
one sloop, whichr on pierceiving us, hoisted e^«ny*a 
colours, and bore towards us with the evident in-^ 
tention of attack. I therefore drew up my ships in 
a line, with their broadsides presented at full length)' 
and as soon as ever we oame witbtn iMch of gun 
shot* a most furious canaoanding commenoed, 
which did great destruction on our partj and but 
little on theivs ; and in a short time we o«ime to 
close action. My pwn vessel^ the IM JLion, was 
engaged with an eighty g«a ship ai^ the slooj^. 



Qiie8Mleaa4 iheoAerpn, tb^l^theri^apht^ilbB^ 
esongh^a 4o ta eiiippg^ wd J^eep^ioff /bol^ i^ onee 3 
m one i«lrail(^ 9 ^Itk^ ^« ,^»|b«r' a4iiMMfNi».»nil 
obliged iia ti>tiiiiri|.oyir Mt^UamtliBi md%y4&A «a 
£mI as tbiifc .wiv» drifea li^« Ibe i^tii^ lakiiig>fid»f 
Tastage of Ijie^vgreii^ pMt( of ^m: force bdng^ waAhi 
drains IrRmdi^ 8ide> ww]d'C!fi0M np ii»d fdlack us 
witili «»* mm^ JKigQur m^ym 1 und ia skoft wrwere 
iii« nu0«niUi^pligM. llit^oth^itiro peventytfoitn 
vere engigedwithsliqpsof w equal force« gae of 
my firi^atea <^ ym m <4o9e leocabfU;* inflth a^aiacfey gun 
8bip» and ih».Me»pi^f0:e.fiTmmatiemd ii^>afitlii^B 
wkh iFeaadfli of auperior fmse, both as to ai0e>^ num*- 
kr of gmifl^ji^fil^t^of! .m^tel^ afid^ numbiHr of lanm. 
Thus we eonttnuad engaged for atioveiour^ucii 
i^ien vii^ry fieamiMl (H^g^iuiiiig .to> dadare in^fa^ 
TOUT of tha eneny 1 : my oti^ii TeMel . was aa mnth 
^laHienad ths^ H was seamly managaabl^,. 1 gM&t 
^ieees^ wH^ aU ihe maaiBy and naitJy tke if bcde ol 
the aAUs and ^riggingi being sliotj away^ besides 
ibove^ ^Udf^ of , the eiew- bdi^/ /killed> it was wiHi 
the gvediast difficulty we €»vM keep off the ^nsmy ) 
and the at^meit were just g(^ing to gm themselves 
up to deapalr/when a^itunatebroadsidecaivsedaway 
al onee^lhe muQ lUidfaae^masI^ of the 80 gun ship j 
aad th^ sloop soiling over ononesideiin sudh a man-r ^ 
aer 4iai&: it waa neaily upsets and they qmeading^aU 
Aetr saila as£iat«s they oouMy left us engaged with 
the -other ship alone. Saconn^ged iby this sudAm 
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immf of ^gotid 4fal«iie/«re^«lceiMl trnJoa^vitaatiBiitsik 

^bBmoaJt^mad invl ihovi; time the eiiemy'sjKtimim 

hEgr^teast-gUTe iraji und'tte^ stvuok tltttr> ookuisj 

ItfiheiiifMi 4110% two df ttvjr IMgaieBi finifog ihemv 

«iiv«siin^«'biidiWAy] hid r«c<^^ lotpectidiiti 

wikidi: iterth^^nd ieoni;HlMrt^ ]^^ to ^it 

iFictcnryt fo# asfiiiiniiig one of tlieh' bo«ls witii kalf 

a^doiteaciiieD; and fiUing^^i^Hi witb vodfietsy dried 

fiiggHts; and • v«rioui combustibles; sent - tbem to>» 

.^mrds tbevSiup with nrfaidi we iw^tce engag^ ; mhat 

having stuck a good portion of their combustHilie 

iccnttposiitioiis^they passed on, went to aabtheriTes- 

!sgI> and did the same to tibttt; then, lowed >to 

aaolba*,:4ai«tfai7»hBd baea to'Uie> whole fltet, :al>> 

h;ii|q^leariiig'a liglitedtiyvdi to set the things eni 

fire 1^ and lat last osxne to the 80^ gun <ship» with 

wlnn^h I was in dose aotioD $ wiien, fimliii^ that^- 

i&aAf SJBT: nrach battefedthMt it could not hi^d out 

'Ibttg'y thejF wieiitibadL to thdr own ship^ itnd /the bait- 

-Ik : weht? on; ^ ^On a ^nidden the i eiieHt3i*sr vefls^ 

Ibuod themselves diaken with a most vkdent ejLjp^d- 

rsioni^ opBB«bnedby the£oe-workaoiirmea:had put, 

ton taking fire and blowing up, and lookksg'^out^ilo 

see the cause, founds theaaselYes on Jure, and She 

Vfiiunesrag^iig with great; fiqptdity ; tke3^iww«eAhere- 

-^nri oU%ed-^ to dhfide tiieir forcei one pavtiboHig 

leoqdoyed/in "^uenelnng the fi^ 

eJsee|H<^v# their adirersuyi The two TieeisdbiAat 

'vinsi^^eagagal wllhitfaoas that inTtsnted the;sqkans> 

.ioothsrhii^ aauffident^munberoftrnfoib wh^n^thfls 



Mdsd/ to/rapd Abe «ptf tof^^te 

wemiiioanledv'the ^dDewR'diKreii from |>lac«p t» plade 
t&ittaey could gOiitft fiurthtr,i4Ei]|d Iheo «»rrendei«L 

favasy ofterr ? end^^wmnagi^m vam* to extingilithv-f he 
flatnei^ stmek ntl^ir c^oRursr f i^nd tlieiieat dM : ••( 
lUseover th«^;were on lire:tiH itmnir too iato^tand 
liie «sew» Itad but just ( Hvm to take to lihw' <boate, 
«iid^oi»r sbips to idisengoge^ ^emBelves^j wheni'tiDs 
faities . roGudwd* the powder magazinei, iiticl)'tfai7 

ctiTlraa did we obtoia a eomplete. ^totoiy^a tetl 
va^jiowr inithe giiealest^pei!fdexity<|twe wemfabcrve 
iiumfbed leagoBB' frDimaBy tif onvi poilts^iMaidieiir 
iieaaelB sigojnaambkf maiiled a&d shatteredii tbni'J 
vae ceittidn^ikajimavM not^nde another tttorm. rjt 
Was /qii^' out of rihe ^pneiiioB^ to take .^iir ^ pCtaefl 
•l»iig^ witir. «Mv and indeed if :i«eicoi:M.'the3r fttmld 
iKyI .ii»rarikeeiLjW«iih -ift< r i ttorefbne>.6«titheii»^^eiri 
Jn^^aiidas^he longeir vesta^sedout^ Om momlSoe- 
hhocvd^tikie / weaM beA of anl^fiMtnneitbeftlliiigpitii^ 
vm tmade dSi B^ homewtttdB. Ftwtnaately it wsa 
|[dr :wita*^^^^''tfae time^ and: m about qk^liredl and 
avtuUfciwensteie^ailuileatvatidfaor. ' i. 

■^-^ Ha'rii^^repa&rQd^oUr damagesy I weut baek to stty 
Mtd ccmnttfif fori had txintinued ever mieeiu Ame- 
tio^i^muNraatiieie sentduttor watdtaUieiiemy'afleet, 
^«Ai^^lwd bfseti J^i^'8ome.tme>pa8t.boiteiQgim;^^ 
t(md,waA<cmmktmg gteafedefireda^aflboiij^ lamle. 

fioiiidajny wecame:iii eigU» «i£ihein» 
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and flB-|itr6feMBg9i^lwjriiMiide attoail to trf and gdb< 
laSf .Imt a ^ealm istenrcniiig imainttd thfir ini/c^n^ 
^m^ mair&Miblbi asrio conefapi.iiiiilh them, whea^ 
ftMM^ IMaii8«BgagBmBiitcoaunetiaBd> which, laat-i: 
QibfilUifionir Iunmm aand a half } but <aft length gob£ii^; 
aftatt and dtendto was wen in tha eaem^'a ahqia^^ 
Iftttir.dhiJB (gave-vtay^ fire of their iseaaeli ^nidc«; 
InM blew tq[>^ and <teee escaped i while. we> fakingp^ 
o^piizea la Unw^ returned triumphantly ta port>t 
If here. I waspiomoted to VicepAdmlral of the 
M^hke. But a truce of three months being oon^^. 
duded jiipiA£ker> I was put out of ccm^miasion, and 
nemdnedise iittt^ the reeommeacemBnt of hoatili^ 
tioi^ when Imiaai once more reinstated in the cQm-> 
ihatkdibfasf foimer flaet^ with tiieadditioii of twnr 
liie-ol^battle iships f and with these out I went f 
and fapd>not:been (gone imany days, when one of my 
Mga^iwhuihmmm mile and a hidf before the resty^ 
liwdeaignaistkat^there wds a fleet of the enemy ^s 
inr:sightpandat the same time lay to tiH we sfaouUl 
OMna np^i ufNin wliidi f dispatehed a boat to see; 
wtet was i^ieir iforee, which soon retamad, and said 
tbepe^^eve' fonr^B sail of the line and thnaf flri-^"^ 
gates, ^12. one ship of WO gidns,' two of ^fiO, algfat> 
<s$(t4^ two<of ^O*, and one of 60$ the frigates each 
hid^44i guns. "'The names and force of 1^ ships; 
mrt^' ipry^cxHnmand were aa: fotiow $ Brumn^iekr 
Jufdimr,:^wani Trsmeiidait,iBSid Miwedmiian, of .7^ 
gntts, bMioB rmy own ship ; -the FiBBtnt of 44, the 
Bmkadtmmf isa, «id:the £^i^ and SkyUurk of 36 $ 



Qiakiiig in afl ten. : But tbis djqmrityof Jmr«fe^^^^^ 
stead of depr^fiing our .#piiitjiy served only to 'mm 
tiiem> aa we shoald thereby faava «a o^poxtUiAily of 
4is|»layiii^ our valour against imniliefsiieaiiydo«iblft 
OUT own I and havij^fimned my vas^ebtn a^kirtd^ 
of trtai^le^ we boldly adrttnead wiUi^ aaiUitpread^ 
and eelottra %iag > while the eatmyy confiding int 
^ip auperiority of lDrce> waited to raceife 4is in tkel 
moat miserable manner ; aeroral of l;heir vesscisf 
were some hundred yards behind others j some Ixyt 
yi ^one side^ and aome; which was stiU wocae/ 
]f^«|hwart the stem of another^ preventing liy that' 
Bieatas .one half of the other ^ship^s guns from- pluj^} 
mgi We ttere£90e brakes their line at ^e first enset,^ 
taeked about> and &Hi«g upon itfcMan: again in^ thsf 
vpagy put every- thing into eonfuifiotii and flight i Myf 
own vessel^ alter engaging wid captiarii^tal8igef4^ 
came up with and attacked the admiral^si shiprof IMt 
guns^ whieb; a£ter asein^w engagexnent> was foroedj 
tor. ptrJ3i^^>- having lost their main and mizen ^nndb 
gnealer {nait of the fiun^nast, besidi^ four :6nrt waiter 
intbe'^ld s; five other vessels were .oaptuied^ two* 
bamt^raod one sunk: the. othei»».fiAiiingrallhop«i^ 
of vietpry lost^ too late entteavoiUBd to disenge§^ 
thems^vsea from their disordered, state, and had btit« 
JMSt:auflicieot time to eseapej ly having put suffix 
GM^ mania imm* prises to man themi aailad into harf^ 
bqnr to refitj^and give notiee of my i^ctoiy* whielt 
vaa c^eiwated by great rejeictngBw and an y fl ee t auy* 
mented with m line of hattk/ships asid two* stoops :i 
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y\%^ jH/^e JUtf/al Qeorge jpf 100 gun^ the BeUonax^f 9^ 
|ihe Scgppf^r^f Siio/f^,^JoAJ>r€aif^^ of 74, and^^ 
i|to^(iiiipfui apd JIfanmidii&e of 36i But the peace c^ 
1^ year beii^ signed just theui I had no oj^rtuiiity 
Qf fU9ti|^^0hing ippelf till the war again broke 
put, VisA was then sent oi^ to cwse. I had not 
))eex^. out long, .when a fleet, conslifting of eighteen 
Hue of battle ships, appeared in sight ; wl^id^^ on 
perceiving we were resolute for action, tacked about, 
apd.Q?irmed in three divi£ii9iis -to- receive u&' I it^fre- 
fpre put my vessels in the. same ^pfderi luid tiiking 
the lead of the centre, we bore up in.ihisaiaiinm'i; 
and broke their line at the very first onset : their 
vessds were in less than twenty minutes completely 
dispersed, and eight of them captured \ and having 
left four of my ships to take care of the prizes, I 
with the rest of my fleet pursued the enemy's ves- 
sels to the very mouth of their harbour, and there 
blocked them up, being resolved, if possible^ to force 
them to another engagement. But all I could do 
they would not come out, being in truth afraid of 
us. I sent half my ships away, as if they were 
going home, giving them orders as soon as it was 
night to come back, and conceal themselves behind 
a huge jutting rock that was at the side of the port. 
This had the desired effect ; the enemy*s vessels 
came out and attacked us, while we, who were well 
prepared to receive them, kept retreating, till we 
had drawn them out above half a mile at sea \ on a 
sudden our concealed vessels came out from behind 



t^e ^k^ attacked them in their r^r^ and cut off^hbir 
retreat: surprised and confounded as they were, d 
tnoBt desperate battle ensued, which at length terml- 
bated in our favour. We returned to port ; the final 
peace was signed, and I was honourably dismissed from 
Service j and, having settled here, had sodh after the 
plesisure of becoming acquainted Willi you, noble 
Gendemen. 

Here the three other iViends arose, and departed. 
Bot the next evening, being all assembled, Signior 
Sebfbstiano began as follows. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The divers Trtsoeli and Adnenturu if 
Sigwior 8^>a$ikmo. 

X* ROM my earliest youth my fkther> who was a 

nobleman of extensrre fbrttine and inheritancef^ 

spared neither pains or expence to instil into my 

mind a profound knowledge of the sciences, and 

had always given me reason to ^qpect^ that some 

day or other I should^ to increase my knowledge of 

the world, travel into foreign countries. Accord 

ingly, when I had attained the growth of manhood, 

he one day addressed me in the fo&owing words : 

My son, said he, I am now verging on the decline of 

years, and would wish to see thee comfortably set* 

tied before I leave this world ; for this purpose it is 

necessary thou shouldest first complete thy studies ; 

and to this end I have purchased a small vessel, and 

hii^ a crew, with which thou mayest traverse the 

ocean, and go from place to place with comfort and 

security. At this proposal I was in an ecstasy of 

joy, readily gave my assent, and the next morning 

Was agreed on as the period of my embarkation. 

So impatient was I for the time to arrive, the houri 

appeared like ages, and I could not sleep the whol& 

llightibr imaghning the scenes I was to go through* 
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At lengthy however, to my great joy> day-light ap- 
peared ; up I got> dressed myself, went on board, 
weighed anchor, and set sail, and by eight o*clock 
in the morning were out of sight pf land. 

For the first week I was obliged to keep chiefly 
to my cabin, being inuch annoyed by «ea sickness ; 
but afterwards, g^wing more accustomed to the 
motion of the vessel, I did very well, and used to 
eniploy my tim^ chiefly i^ walking about or reading 
on d^ck s but one evenipg that I was employed in 
this n^i^r^ thi^ air suddenly became suffused: with 
a most sulphureous, closeiiess, and the sky darkened 
with douds of a ipost tlureatenii^g and hideous as- 
pect ; the thunder likewise rolled in awful peals at |l 
distance, and the lightning, just beginning to be dis^ 
ceraible, darted its forked flashes across the watery 
surface of the deep $ vast flocks of sea fowl, hover- 
ing over our heads^ joined their dismal screams, to^ 
gether forming a most discordant concert ^ and the 
porpoises jumping up out of the water shewed their 
blaqk tails in great abundance ^ in short, every 
thUig seemed to presage a most tremendous ^tonn. 
I was seized with an indescribable kind of tenor, 
and fled to my cabin as if «ome one was pursuii^ 
me for my life. In. a little timethe storm broke ^pyer 
us in all its terron ; the thunder, no longer at a dis^ 
tance, sent forth such tremendous cl^ps, as almost to 
«tun one rand the waves rolled mountains Ugh. 
The vessel was carpied up and down, here and therei 
hither and-thither^ fiirst whirled this way> then that 



ykijl with siich riipidify and tfelddty;'«S »^rt^neft 
me but of my terf senses 5 ttnd theire I lay half <lc^d 
iHth fe^ki^/uhtil a duddeA etyM Airiosth! -il^^^ 
me from my st<upor : a hdlnrflyk crash ifakt succerfeSl 
teemed to favour the supposition 5 biit oh liiy crawl- 
ing on deck^ I found it was only tiie mast h^ given 
way.'-'- ■'■■ ■■" '-■■■■• ■•■'-' ^ ■ ■■-•■-:. .'^ u.-'-^; ;,:.■: :.; 

At length the stohh cesbsed^ and the weMhcr be* 
oaxne calm again : we rep^red our damages ias%ell 
as w6 coMd^ and pursued our toyi^, Us I though^,- 
Very w^ fot sotne weeks 5 t^hen one morning the 
(iiptahi canie to me, and said, he was tery sofry to 
BS£f he had' hot the feast knowledge Where we Were f* 
that he had enquired of tfhe pilot and seamehy^iHi' 
fltey kiiew no better ; and that h^ suspected the lAch, 
Enraged at this,' were about to mutiny, as the boat- 
sMraih, carpi^ntiftr, guhner^ and in short all the mfe-^ 
rfor <)fficef8, were gotten together ih the wafdifoofn; 
the^ door dp which they had locked tot> &iid W^re 
ther« holding a^nd cotisultatibii; to p\kt ^ir ViK 
Siinotis design into Sedition I This put tne^in^ ihost 
terrible fright, ad my tehiiied «blaginieti6iii pi^^^^ 
tliat^ we shbtild be murdered witihdut mefrcy j AnA I 
astv'adlt w^e^ in a stUpor : but the caplaih, remind- 
i% Hie that ho time wsis to be lost, and saying thl^l^ 
he knew the pilot and a fe^ of Hie »M$nMrerie sitill' 
ftdtilM, we went oh deck,- armed ourselves wetl^ 
and went down to i^e door of the wardiK)om> brok^ 
itopeny kncftcked down solne^f theinskontents, S€4. 
diredo^ers, «hd ike fest, findilig lidlfhopibs ffomrt-*' 
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sistance in vain^ surrendered ^ and as there were no 
more hands on board than what were absolutely ne- 
cessary^ I^ after punishing the ringleaders^ and 
making the men promise not to be guilty of the 
like for the future, let them go j and they did very 
well afterwards. 

But an adventure was now about to befal ni^, 
which was for a while to put a stop to my travels. 
We had now been out for above three months, the 
vessel was leaky, the provisions shorty and nearly 
all our fresh water spent, when land suddenly ap- 
peared in sight, ai^d we anchored in a little b&yt 
where myself and some of the men went on shore, 
with tools and arms^ to get timber for the repairing 
of the ship, and procure provisions. AU this was 
begun . and completed in a fortnight, when I sud- 
denly took it into my head to make a journey round 
the island : . moreover, a particular friend of mine, 
who was a great naturalist, had commissioned me 
to bring him spme stones ^nd plants, which he had 
described were inestimable for their virtues ; and I 
thought it not unlikely but I might find some .of 
them there. Accordingly I went, accompanied by 
five of the sailors, and walked on till noon, when 
the sun being grievously hot, we sat us dovni by the 
side of a rivulet, and ate our repast, which con- 
sisted of cold beef, biscuit, cheese, and onions. 
When we had nearly finished, my curiosity was at- 
tracted by some herbs which grew nearthe place, some 
of which I gathered, and finding them pretty wdl 
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tasted, I ate a large quantity of them 3 and as the 
sun istill continued too hot for us to pursue our jour- 
ney, rietired under the shade of some trees which 
were a little way oflF, and laid myself down on the 
^ss, leaving the men to do what they pleased. On 
a sudden I found myself overcome with an inde- 
scribable drowsiness, so that I could scarcely keep 
my eyes open 3 and on attempting to get up and 
rouse myself, I fell down motionless, and sunk into a 
profound sleep, which lasted the whole of the re- 
mainder of that day^ all Ihat night, all the next day, 
and a part of the third. When I awoke, I called 
out, but no one answereii 3 upon which I went out 
of the grove, and found, to my great surprise, that 
all the men were gone : but supposing that they, 
thinking from my sleeping so long I was dead, 
had gone back to the boat, I took the road thither. 
Imagine my terror and consternation, when I ar- 
rived at the beach, to find that neither boat nor ship 
were to be seen, or any vestige of them ! 1 ran 
about like a distracted man, and miserably deplored 
my folly in eating green herbs of which I had not 
*the least knowledge, and which, for aught I knew, 
might kill me. At first I thought that the men 
might have run away with the ship ; but then I re- 
collected there were still enough on board to quell 
an iiKSurrection, if such a thing had been; so I dis- 
carded that opinion. After some time, I fortunately 
recollected, that before we set out on the journey, I 
had left a chest with various articles, of different 

l2 
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sorts in a small wood, where we had cut our timber, 
and it might possibly still be there -, accordingly 
thither I went, having nothing in the world about 
me but a knife, a ball of twine, and a few silver 
coins, which last I might as well have been without 
in that place. I had not gone far, when I saw, 
what had before escaped my notice in passing by, 
one of my men laying dead, not killed with shot, 
but to all appearance with a lance or some such wea- 
pon i but as my business was not to stand looking 
at him, I passed by, and pursued my walk. At 
length I came to the place, and to my great joy the 
chest was still there ; upon which I opened it, and 
found it to contain a musket, a brace of pistols, 
and a sword ; twenty pounds of powder, with ball 
in proportion -, two excellent hatchets, a couple of 
hammers, two saws, three chisels, a large quantity 
of nails, and divers other tools; and just as I 
thought I had searched the whole^ 1 perceived a 
large piece of paper, that entirely covered the bot- 
tom, and on lifting it up, found underneath a very 
good suit of clothes, and several other articles of ap- 
parel, that I afterwards found not only comfortable 
and convenient, but absolutely necessary. 

Having viewed all these with as much pleasure as 
if my very life depended on them, I at length replaced 
them in the box, and began to consider what I 
should do, which job took me up the whole day; 
but at length, as I had plenty of tools, X determined 
oa building me a hut in which I might live. Tkt 
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next mornings therefore, I searched for a conrdnient 
place ', and had not gone far^ when a habitation pre- 
sented itself which I thought would be more secure, 
and save me the trouble of making a house^ of 
which I had a great dread ; and this was a cave in 
the side of a hill : thither then I conveyed my things, 
which took me up a day and more j and when this 
was done, set about enlarging my apartment ^ and, 
after much labour, succeeded in hollowing it out 
into a tolerable square. I likewise made an inner 
room, or cave, to sleep in, the entrance of which, 
for greater security, was close to the ceiling of the 
outer one, and only just large enough to admit me, 
and what I wisheid to carry in -, so that I ascended 
and descended by a ladder of tvirine. By means of 
ropes I got my chest over into this place; and now 
every thing began to have an air of comfort, and 
I upon the whole did very well. To prevent the too 
fBst decrease of my powder and shot, wjiich were 
to me very precious articles, I had made me a bow 
and arrows, and these supplied me plentifully with 
food, hay sometimes in more abundance than I could 
eat. 

Thus had I lived for a month, when one night I 
was suddenly awoke out of my sleep by voices very 
near me ; upon which starting up, what was my 
terror at beholding thirty or forty savages in my 
outer axmrtment, to all appearance in a miost terrible 
rage, as they were stamping with their feet, and 
making furious gestures ! and this I afterwards 

L 3 
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found was occisioned by theprdfanationof the care; 
which was sacred to their great god Kam Kam^ as 
they easily saw the work I hdd been making. At 
length they began their sacrifice, which was the pur- 
pose they came fo^, an annual feast being always 
held there j and this, with a variety of odd ceremo- 
nies, too tedious to relate, took them up tiH morn- 
ing ; when they begtm searching and looking in 
every corner and cranny of the cave, in hopes, I sup- 
pose, of finding out who had so abominably in- 
jured it. As for me, I, as yoti may suppose, re> 
mained pent up in the corner of my inner apaitment 
half dead with fear, and expecting every moment to 
see them enter and murder me : fortunately the en- 
trance beiiig small, close to the top, and in an ob- 
scure corner, w^ere the light did not come, escaped 
their notice, and they departed, I was in hopes, not 
to conie back again -, but, lo and behold ! just as I was 
about to put out my twine ladder, and descend into 
the outer apartment, th^y all return^, bringing 
with them ah; immense quantity of those herbs 
which had been the cause of niy disaster. Thet sat 
down, and began eating them with great rapacity j 
^o I was obliged to lay still once more $ and the 
herbs scion began to operate on them in the «ame 
manner as on me, viz. throwing them into a profound 
sleep, which, they having eat much more plenti« 
fully than I did, lasted three whole days and nights, 
so that I was almost starved, not having courage to 
vienture out, and get something to eat. I did not 
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know when they might awake> and if they found 
me, it would be certain death. 

But to return to my story. They at length arose^ 
and departed for good 5 upon which, creeping out of 
my concealment, trembling and ready to famish, I, 
after satisfying my hunger a little, began to consider 
what I slwuld do, as to remain in the cave any longer 
would be quite unsafe, and folly in the extreme. 
After much debate within myself, I determined on 
my first plan of building a^ house, which should be 
strong enough to resist, if necessary, the attacks of 
the savages and wild beasts, if there were any of 
the latter. Accordingly out I set to look for a situ- 
ation ; and here^ to form an adequate idea of the 
place I fixed upon, it will be necessary to give a 
short description of the island. 

It was in length from north to south, at the far- 
thest extremity, ten miles, and in width from east to 
west about seven. At the distance of two miles 
from the northern side, where I was, there was a lake 
about a mile and three quarters long, and one and a 
half wide, and in the middle of this lake there was a 
jsmall island, a quarter of a mile in length, and the 
same distance in breadth, to all appearance covered 
entirdky with trees, iso thick and so intricate, as to be 
almost impenetrable. Here it was that I resolved 
to fix my abode, hoping to find shelter and security 
behind the thick branches. Accordingly having 
stowed all my furniture of tools and arms, and every 
thing else, into my great chest, I with much labour 
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dragged it down to the side of the hke« and there 
set it afloat j and setting myself on it> as in a boat, I, 
with the assistance of two long poles cut for the pur- 
pose, contrived to paddle along to the islaitd, where, 
having landed, I threw myself down, overcome with, 
fatigue. When I awoke, having hauled my chest oa 
shore, I went to work to make a road into the midst of 
the trees ; but when I had felled about a dozen, I waa 
much surprised and rejoiced to find that they only grew 
in a thick crust just round the edge, and that the inside 
was one pleasant field, with a pool of good water 
in the middle, and here and there little clumps of 
lemon £^d lime trees. I therefore split aeven of 

* 

the trees I had felled into very strong posts, and,, 
having loosened the earth, stuck them all up fast, 
close to the side of the pond, at equal distances. I 
then felled some move trees, and S{dtt those with 
the others into smaller poles, less substantial than 
the first 'y and with these filled the spaces between 
the others entirely. Then I interwoved small twigs 
and branches between: and, lastly,. ccMrered the 
whole with a kind of plaister, which I made of clay 
and water mixed, and which when dried in the sun, 
something resembled mortar. 

I'hus was my outer wall composed ;^ but it would 
be of small use without a roof of some sort cur a&« 
other, and I was in great perplexity how to make 
one. However, at length having laid planks of an 
inch and a half thick all over the top as a ceiling, 
i managed, by laying poles across and across, with 
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dieir ends resting against each other in d ^eak^ 
to form one ; and thatching it with dried twigs, 
thought it would do well enough : but just as it wto 
finished, I found that I had left out one of the most 
essential parts, a chimney ; so that I was obliged to 
take great part down again ', but was gainer by it in 
the end, being enabled to convert the space between 
the first ceiling and the roof into a storehouse, 
nrherdn I used to keep my smoked provisions, grain, 
and various articles. 

Thuis was every thing belonging to the outside of 
the &cmse finished. I conveyed my things into it, 
and began to live a little regularly. I had among 
other things made hie a boat, with several pots and 
pans to stew my meat in, and used twice every 
week to go across the lake in the former. You must 
obserre, not in the latter ; I did not go in the pans. 
I had built a gate in the pkice where the trees had been 
felled, which was as well formed for security as posc^ 
ble^ but my house still wanted many things to make 
it completely comfortable : for instance, my gr^t- 
chesl served, with two great coats, on^ to cover me, 
and the other to lie on, for a bed ; the same thing 
served for a table ; and my only seat was the stump 
of a large tree, which with great labour I had cut 
down, and got it into my habitation ; it being so. 
heavy, that I could scarcely lift it 3 so it always re- 
mained stationary. In short, I had nothing; so I re- 
solved to set about mddng me some furniture. 
And first of all, with much pains, made a taUie, 
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which though very clumsy and unshapely^ I thought ^ 
ivould do well eaough for my puipose : however, 
when I tried ]to lift it, it was so monstrously heavy, 
that I could scarcely pull it along) so I was dread- 
fully perplexed, and had half a mind to take it to 
pieces ^ but at length I bethought myself of a way 
to remedy it, by making it run on wheels, after the 
manner of brass ones in this country^ and it did 
very well so. The next thing to be made was seats ; 
and without much difficulty I got four three-legged 
stoob, and likewisetwo large benches, thesame length 
as my table, completed. When I set about making 
chairs, I could not for the world fasten on backs : 
twenty chairs ^d I pull to pieces before I succeeded ; 
but I at last thought of a method, by making all 
the back part in one, and then joining it on to the 
fifont, which answered ; so I made half a dozen, 
and two with arms to theni, as I was wont to have 
a comfortable easy chair, in which, when fatigued 
with my day*s work, I might set me down and take a 
nap. But now the most tedioius part of my work was 
to come 5 and this was -a bed : innumerable times 
did I attempt it before I succeeded in any thing; 
and when I succeeded in making one, it was pulled 
to pieces fifteeii times before it could be brought 
to my satisfaction. At length, however,, it was. 

And now indeed I did begin to live in comfort : 
my house was furnished with a dozen seats, besides 
my two benches, which were each capable of con- 
taining six <xr eight persons at least *, there was a 
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table, hed, and out 6ftb^ odd pieces of vroad I hkd 

contrived shelves and closets ;> so that there was in 

short every thing tliat could be wished for. I had 

l)eside this % fiock of tame deier^ v^hlch I came by iii 

the following manner : one day having shot a female 

with young oneS) the' latter followed me home^ and 

became so familiar, that, perceiving how well it 

answered; I took several' more in the same manoeri 

till the number was increased to twenty 3 these> 

with some fowls that I had taken from the nest; 

capped their wings, and bred np tame, occupied one 

half of my little territory or domain, making k largd 

hve stock; andth^ other half was «own with grain 

of various sorts ; so that the whole of my island was 

converted into sonie kind of use ; and I seldom or 

ever had occasion to go out of ity aWays keefMng of 

smoked deer> two or three, in case of a sudden siege 

li^in the inhabitants, of whom I had a great drc^) 

and indeed not without some reason ; for in their 

sacrifice, to which I had been witness^ instead of 

killing beasts, they killed men -, and if they would 

kill their own countrymen, surely they would not 

scruple to kill me. 

But one day; when I had rambled farther than 
usual, I was suddenly surprised by a terrible bel- 
lowing of horns ; and on looking round, perceived 
two great armies of savages, one cm eadi side of me, 
who by their manners appeared advancing to altaek 
each other. I was just in the midst, and they had 
already appeared so near, that it was almost impos* 
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^ble for me to escape f end if I stood still, I must 
receive the shoek of both parties without bein^ 
|irotected by either: this was a most perplexing 
dilemma to be in, but there were not five nunutes foi^ 
consideratibn ; the arrows were beginning to fiy 
fpcmi both sicles, and several had already narrowly 
missed me, when I suddenly descried some of the 
men which had been in the cave in tht party that 
was on the left, and this circumstance determined 
me to take pait with the others, as they would then 
most likely do me no hurt ^ and as for the others, 
I could easily see by their gestures that they were 
in a great rage with me,, and took me to be the par- 
son tvho had abominably profaned the cave of their 
go^. Accordingly I discharged my pistols among 
them ; , when in an ihsttot such a dismal howling^ 
a^d screaming, and yelling was eonnnenced oo 
;lK>th sidesy thai verily I never heard the like eithet 
before or since : in fine, the whcde 6f both armies 
thr^w Uiemselves flat on the ^und, not daring to 
look up, ot stir one inch ) and I, taking advantagei 
of this universal terror, got off as fast as my 1^ 
could carry me, and concealed myself in a tliick. 
wood, where I resolved to wait till they were all 

In a little time, the savages, having recovered 
their frigfrt, and finding every thing was quiet, got 
up, and begun fighting, when a nkiost terrible and 
bloody battle . ensued : javelins and ari^ws fteW 
thiek AS haily bo^ mys^f, ivho^ sat as a spectator,^ 



157 

"watched every little turn of fortune with almost an 
much interest an4 anxiety as if I had heen king of 
one of the nations^ or my life bad been pearly con- 
i!erned. At length the party which I had sided with 
hegan to prevail^ and the other^ whose cav^ I had so 
horribly injured, and who stood next the wood, be- 
gan to fly 'y three of the men came running dose 
one behind the other towards the very spot whert 
I stood* Mercy upon me! thought I to myself , I 
$hall certainly be murdered if I let these people 
pass ', they will go and tell their countrymen^ and 
come down by hundreds^ and kill, nay, perhaps, 
what is worse, they will make me prisoner, and then 
offer me up as a sacrifice to their abominable godii, 
or starve me. But what shall I do I satan surely 
directed their steps hither ! I will make them my 
servants. In this last determination I remained, 
and to put it in practice, hid myself behind some 
thickets. In a little time the first savage came up, 
and rushed close past, so that I knocked him down 
without stirring from my place, pulled him into me, 
bound his hands and feet, and made him under- 
stand by signs, that if he attempted to speak I would 
kill him. By the time all this was done, the secopd 
savage was come up , whom I treated in the same 
manner ; as likewise the third ; so that they were 
now all three with me, staring and wpndefing what 
was to become of them ; and as I now perceived 
that both the victorious and the vaiiquifiihed armies 
tr^re quite outpf fight, I cc|nyey^ my prisoners, one 



158 

fey one, to my bdat, wbkh was on the lake, and 
having got them all three there, rowed over to my 
island, where I untied them, and set them at li- 
lierty ; twilight them how to sow grain, rear tame 
deer/ and ' ho w wrong they were in worshipping 
-false gods and idols, with many other things^ which 
were entirely lost on oneof them ; but were far froin 
being so on the others, as they proved very faithM 
servants to me ; and it was f mm them I learned the 
partieulars of the cave, and that it belonged to their 
god Kam Kam, as was before mentioned. They liker 
wise told me they had surprised some white men like 
myself, aiid pursued them to the sea shore, killed one, 
but that when they got to the sea side, the white 
men went in a canoe to a great mountain of wood, 
with tall trees on it, such as they never had seen be- 
fore, and that the mountain swam away into the 
middle of the sea with them 3 and their king; sup- 
posing it was these that had despoiled their cave, 
had offered a great reward for taking any of them ; 
so that what had before been sudi a mystery 
to me, was now explained. These men could 
be no others but my own) and what the natives 
in their simplicity supposed to be a -wooden 
tnount^n, with trees on it, was the >ship^ whicli, 
when the sailors arrived at, weighed anchor, with- 
out waiting forme. And thus was I left in the 
island. 

Some time after this the anniversary of my mis- 
fortunes arrived, and I reflected- how^ififerent I 
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then was from what I had been the year before ; I 
had now a house^ gromids^ above a score of tame 
deer, and near two doz«i fowlfi, and three servants ; 
•while on the preceding year I had nothing but the 
few articles contained in the cbest, which I have 
already mentioned, and therefore it will be needless 
to repeat 3 but, alas! it was not to last long; for 
that very week I went out shooting over the lak^, 
and when I came back> lo and behold ! alt three of 
my men were gone ; at which I was verily terrified 
almost out of my wits, and found I had, thtough 
my over caution, fallen into the very dilemma which 
I had been solicitous to avoid. Fool that I was, 
thought I to myself, why did not I content myself 
with getUng behind the bushes to be concealed, 
and then let the men pass by unmolested ; they 
would not have seen^ me, or given any information of 
my being there : but no# they know every particu- 
lar of where I live, and every thing else, will go and 
tell their countrymen, who will come down and at- 
tack me by hundreds, and I shall certainly be killed. 
In such reflections as these did I pass the time, as 
you may suppose, not very pleasantly, till night ; 
•when, to my great joy, two of them came back, and 
informed me, that as they were at work, they sud- 
denly missed their companion, who it seems had 
swam across the lake, and escaped up the country, 
and that ever since they had been looking for him : 
they likewise added, that we might expect an at- 
tack in n f«w days, as he wa9 certainly gone back 
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to ibdr bwn countiymen, whom lie would infonn 
of ev^eiy particular which had happened to him/ land 
guided by hic^ they would lose no time in coming'; 
and they said this in »uch a dolefbl tone^ as sh^^i^ed 
they iltrere really in earnest alarmed for our safety, 
and quite frightened me. 

We therefore^ as soon as e%'er it was daylight next 
mornings set about making prepdmtions for de- 
fence, removed our com^ which was standing In 
sheaves, into my storehouse, and drove my deei* 
and fowl into the house. When all this was done, 
we Went on as usual for some little time ; but one 
morning, as I was vety busOy employed, I was sud^ 
denly alarmed by a monstrous noise -, and on look^ 
ing up, found it to proceed from an army of the na- 
tives, who were advancing at full speed. I there- 
fore immediately called to my men, who were at 
some distance, we ran into the house, and put our- 
selves in a posture of defence. In a short time the^ 
came to the side of the lake, jumped in, and swam 
over, l^roke down the gate which I had set up in the 
path between the trees for the security of the island/ 
rushed in, and let fly a voUey of arrows as thick as 
bail, which, however, did us not the least ii^ury» 
and was immediately returned by me frotxk all m^ 
fire arms, and two or three dozen of squibs, 
rockets, and crackers, the explosion of which ao 
frightened them, that they took to thehr heels, and 
ran as fast as they could to the farther end of the 
Mand, where they remained some tiBflue.; but at 
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length again ventured. to come on; and hating 
fixed their bows, let fly a shower of arrows, by which 
one of my men was killed : but myself and the remain-* 
ingone quickly revenged his death ; for snatching 
up the fire arms, we let fly among tl^m with great 
success, as myself killed two and wounded three -, 
but my man, who. took his aim more exact, killed 
three aiid wounded four 5 for they were all huddled 
together,, it was hardly possible to miss some 0^ 
4hem. Ferceiying the good success we had, we in- 
stantly re-loaded our pieces, and poured down an- 
other volley, which killed five and wounded eight. 
But the savages were enraged to desperation ; and 
even after we had given them a third, they still con- 
tinuedattempting in vain our dest^ction ; we there- 
fore let off a vast number of destructive firewor^cs, 
which ran hissing and cracking along in such a 
manner, that the savages, frightened out of their 
>v^it8, once more took to their heels, and did not, ais 
before, come back again, but never stopped a mo- 
ment till they came to the side of the lake ; when, 
jumping, in, they swam over, and were soon out of 
sight. 

We then ventured out to bury the dead men, 
which job took us up three whole days 3 for there 
were a great number, as you will see by the follow- 
iog account : killed at the first volley, before we lost* 
eur man, Z; ,at the second, .5 ; at the third the same 
number as at the second ^ and at the fourt^^ 6 ) 
tQtal23. , 

M' 
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After tiidff we had no nfcove interroptlon Irpa^ 
them 5 and «bout four months afier, my podr man 
WB8 seised with a Ttoknt disorderi which carried 
him off, and X was once more left alone in my house 
to do all my work myself ', m which mumer I Hved 
for some tua»e longer, without any thing remark- 
able happening; I had now been on that feland for 
a year and a half, without having the ka&t hope «r 
prospect of gelling away j and indeed I lived so 
oomfortaUe, that had it not been for the fear oithe 
savages, suoh a thought would scaroely everhave 
entered my head; when one morning, going down 
to the sea shore, what was my surprise at seeing 
footsteps on the sand, which plainly mast have be- 
longed to. some person in shoes. I had not been 
therefor alongtime^ and therefore knew they ooidd 
not be my own ; and on following their track, th^ 
led me to a boat, which I easily knew must belong 
to some civilieed people, and not the savages. 1 
therefore resolved to wait there mtilthey shoidd 
come back; and accordingly did so; when about 
night, five sailors of our own country made their 
appearance, much surprised, as you may supptMt, 
to find a man waiting for Hhitm, when they supposed 
the island uninhabited. They asked me aaaajr 
questions ; such as who I was, whence I eame, and 
. the like, all of whieh I answered in such a manaer. 
as perfectly astonished them : in short, I rdsded my 
adventures at lange, and they agreed to take me on 
board their vessel, which they said had been 
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<theiie by eontrary winds, and was £tt<aiiebDr miiMa 
way off*, so having gone back to my habitatioii* kt 
my deer and fovrlloose, and conveyed ever;^ thing 
of any valae out of it, I went on board, and ^e aaoh 
after set saB. After some tiine we arriired eA a jport 
in oneof tbe East India islands, wh^fe having dia< 
embarked, I wrote ktters to inform my father thuct I 
was sdll allTe, and begged him to send me some mo- 
ney 3 butas it would be some moateafc any ratebefofe 
1 should have oii answer,. I began to think of seme 
means to procnr&a subsistenee inthat time ; and for- 
tanately tfaeatd of a barunet, who wanted a person to 
inspect the«ondiict and demeanour of four nieces Mid 
two grand-fdaughters in his absence, he being d- 
ways out ihe whole day cm business of great im^ 
. fortance. I eesolved to repsdr thither^ aa in^ this 
« station I shbnldilive more cpm&trtable, and not 
hiKt^ef n&an so mncb to do as in most oihers> and ot 
the -same time not lower myself more, or indeed so 
. IWMch y aocoidin^y, out I set i bi^ tii»e cQstfe being 
. jtetf^O: tvr^ve ixdlf^ otit of the town, did not get 
.Aer^ithat day ;: so hasing.al^pt aii>a eoUage by the 
way aide^ rX ne^t. mpfmng- pirsued ; u^y rout^ and 
; ahciut Jialf'^pASt. et^t lirii^ atthegate^ where I 
V knocked and knqd^ed fofi:«long.:time; before any 
ibodf ^eame s atlength> hOW'6ver^ il was opened by a 
. snarlifootoianr who, ^n- hearing n^ business, was 
. overwiieliliuiglf polite^ and immediately went to 
inform ^fajsmaster. < I waited in the gi^at hall for 
aboera ar quarter of an hour, and was in truth ^uite 
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oat of patience, befor^ he came back: at length, 
how^vfer, to my gteat joy, he re-appeared, and coir- 
ducted me thiiough various winding passages and 
rich suits of apartments to the room of the worthy 
baronet, Who was at breakfast $ and who, after ask^ 
ing me various questions, of who I was, and thelikei 
all of which I aBswered in such a manner, that he 
was not in the end much the wiser, began a long 
speech too tedious to relate, but which concluded 
in his agreeing to take me. He likewise cautioned 
me particularly not to let his nieces go into the coat^ 
panics of knights and noblemen ; which injunction 2 
promised to observe with great exactness, and was 
then (Conducted to my apartment, where, being 
very tiried, I went to sleep, and did not awake tiH 
dinner time, when I was conducted through the 
whole ca^le, and introduced to the ladies, of 
whom I was to have the charge, and of which the 
following is a short description. The eldest niece, 
who had already attained her twenty-sixth year, Bhd 
who I thought it a most abominable crime shoaM 
be at that age under, as it were, the guidance an4 
instruction of a preceptor, was altogether of a most 
disagreeable aspect, and had something so haughty 
and forbidding in her manner, that I could at first 
hardly bring myself to speak to her. The second, 
who was five and twenty, was of a dark complnxtoi; 
and upon the whole tolerably good looking j but 
wbeh she smiled, there was in her countenance audi 
alook of ^esigpti and malignity, as spoiled the whoie^ 



The t^rd, who was by ^. the most Agi^eeable» bolh 
in look and manner^ of all four, was tall and thin, 
rery solemn and resenred ; and icid^d to so great a 
length did she carry it^ that . one could scaix^ely get 
a word out of her» Very different was l<he fourth j 
short, fat, a round face, her tongue was continually 
9n the run J she hadnaturally a good-ruatured fern- 
per, but unfortunatdy it was enljirdy spoiled by her 
extreme irritability ; the least opposiition whatso«- 
ever put her in such violent wraths, as were quite 
horrible. Such were the four nieces : but the two 
grand-^iaughters were quite different:, the eldest, 
who was but ju^t eighteen, was extremely &dr, 
had beautiful black eyjcs and hair, and .teeth as 
white as ivory, which she bad continual opportu^- 
aides of cUsplaying by her extreme addiction to 
kuigbingy as.tbe least, thing set her on y in short, I 
was smitten with her charms, from the first mo- 
meat I beheld her. Her sister^ who was threeyears 
younger than herselfy was much such another as 
herself, only not near so handsome, and much more 
gittve. • ' 

: 'The .very first day of my arrival, I had like to have 
got in a terrible serape ; for observing a certain kind 
of iBokwardness ia the manner of the younger nieee, 
I took' the liberty^ of mentioning it to her, where* 
v^potx she flew into a most violent passion^ And, had 
Lpot speedily retreate4> would I verily believe have 
l^xed- me oa^ the ears« However^ luckily this afiair 
w«9 ffpeedlly il4iu8ted> and I was more cautious for 
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£he fttfiire how F^t^ntiiitd to^esqmstiOcte wikh h^ 
onherbehftviour; Thus did I M^e for about Ifarcs 
mioAtfas y dnak'mg whieb tiove i somehovT'dr otber 
found means to inmufeite myself woilddrfiilty ii^ 
tbegodcV gmees of the lady MatildiEi> for4hlit was 
tbe name of 1^ ddef t gntnd-dan^teryaMl tlas made 
me ptit up wilh mimy teiraticns, "^bicsh I otherwise 
Bhoald not^ for the ftwr nieeesv 1 iuiow mot for 
whid reason^ had taken a Host' riiolent ditUke to 
iney and loftt not a single opportuiiity of remtg 
me. • >•>•■' ■.;•;.. 

However^ at the end of this time, die baionet, 
wh^ was a gtee^ lover of antiquity and ansieiit 
fasbioos, to the ^eat » «iii^s& of ^very body> pto^ 
daimedi what' had not' bcin isecn for years past, a 
tournament; Kni^s aad noldes^ from ^ pairto^ 
ivefne invited; and suits of armour^ laidby fot ogtB, 
again 8emlA)cd up, and takeai intO' use. M th» 
tournament the ladies were to be presient, ataat* 
tended by me 7 and taking advantage of this^Iie^ 
solved to gb there as a kni^t; and, baying de- 
clared my passion to the lady Matilda/ perform aueh 
ieaM of valour^ that the baronet should ^ve his 
Consent to our marriage. With this determination 
away I wentf aUd purchased a splendid suit-of ^fir- 
mour; a steed, and every t&ing requisite ) whh wfaick 
hatidgarrayedmyself,! ontheday appointntd repaired 
to the toinmanient, Whidi was to be held ^m a large 
plalii bcilore tlM^ caslle. But 1 had not g)»ne far, 
wketti recollected that I wa^ still without one of 
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the most requiaile tkin^^ a pqtm^,, wd , sp. was 
oUiged lo go back and pvocim it : but this business 
hmg dene> I returned aa fast as possible,, and found 
the koigfats assembled. 

la a short time the ladiea and dsjmsels^ who were 
iorbeapecttttors, begani tikewise to mpk/^ th^ir ap- 
peamitce> and seat themselves on a spacious spaffold, 
Whidx was erected round threesides of a square of 
about three hmidted yunds for the purpose ; and as 
it waa not yet time for the combats to b^n, the 
various knights rode forth to address their re- 
spective mistresses^ Ab for me, not being ae^ 
quaittted with the rules and fbnna^ observed at such 
feasts, I renuBued for.some time standing still; 
and a young nobleman, who was my rival, taking 
advantage <^ this, began a very pompow^ speech to 
the lady Matilda^ but who, not upon the whole 
Uking him very mueh, did not pay the least atten- 
tms to it, and he at last retired, cpofipsed and 
disappointed x upon which myself, who had hitherto 
been qiute inactive, rode up, and addressed her 
withi a long ^fieech, which I had previously com- 
posed for the ooeasion ; to which she condesc^ded 
to give an attentive ear, and even sbpwed me some 
madis of preference. But just aa I had arrived in 
the mjddle, and was uttering the vforda, model of 
c^eitM perfection, the signal to prepare for the com- 
bats was given, and I was forced to break off, and 
iTetum to the atand ; from which, in a short time, 
sallied {»rth a valorous kuight, n^punted on a 
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Thffic'w^^cmrsfit, but wlio was quickly unhorsed bf 
anQlt^er^.clad in armour of bumisbed steely whereon* 
WQreMwrQugibt- various things and figures in goldy 
and on his helmet he bore the figure of a dragon. 

.This, ^ame knight vanquished successively three 
others $ but at length was overcome, himself by ooe 
of a. tall thin figure^ who wore a helmet iocrusted 
with silver. He likewise was thrown frcMos bis horse 
by one pf impost, gigantic stature and HerculaBean 
strength ; and fifteen more knights were served in 
the same manner by him; but at that time and 
moment my rival came forth^ aad> at the very irst. 
onsets sent him rplling in the dust. But .even he 
was not allpwed to enjoy his vi<^ry long^ for a 
little fat squabby kmght^ clad in shining brass^ with 
a sUeld apd he^et of the same, came prauH^ing^Miti 
and qhaU^nged him with great assurance* He proved 
victorious^ and looked around with an air of satis-^ 
faction, supposing he had won the day, and tiiat 
no one would dare tp oppose him> there being only 
myself a^d oue. ypupg nobleman left. But in. this 
he ,was mistaken 5 fpr,^ spurring up my steed, I ad«- 
yanoed to meet him, and a furious battle comr 
mep<^ed. Many strokes w^re given and received. 
I aimed a mpst terrible bdow at his breast^te, which 
wa§, however, parried, and the force by that meanr 
fell upon^. his horse's neck, who was bq griev*- 
ousily wounded, that it fell down. He, however, 
quickly dismounted. We continued fighting on 
fo()jt, At l^iiilgth^ by a vigorous ^fibrt^ I l^roke his 
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swoi-d m^ tvrain/ and ke, in a iMOSi' oa«traidfy "aAd^ tih^ 
knigktiy manner took tohis^heifbv jiliii^ the 
paliDg tkat was roandthffiiiclovurei andwtt^ fiodQ' 
out of Mghl. ' -■■'■- "•' ■■ > '^' ' "' ' " ' ' "• 

The other ktiigbt I ^Hkewii^ ^anqtd^ed'^ ^fid #ibi 
th6n eondtieted by the Lfidy M&tilda, AriiiciM the lip^^ 
planse and cOnigratnlatidtiB df the %v^le Msemblyt' 
to the great hall^ whele a mtpper of delhsioua aiid hi*' 
Tigorating^ viands wa^prepiired : andafter the tepaist, 
I took nfy mistress aside^ and^ Hfl^ng nti^my vi^oi*; 
which I had hitherto kept down; discovered to^he^ 
who i was> and at Ihe same iinte disclosed iby re^ 
rank. She was^ as you may supjJose/ much sur- 
pridedi and acknowledged her love fdt ttie ; but ex- 
pressed herself much afraid that the batdneft^ would 
not give his consent: She however sairf she t^oiild 
eoA^H^he elder niece on What wfls best to be done ; 
and'htttiiig settled this; we passed th^ evening away 
very i^ddliBlintly. 

At midnight I was' conducted to a most splendid 
apttrtihent. In which I should have slept very sounds 
had^ttot the rats rattled most abominably behind the 
wainseot^ andidisturbed my repose. In the mom- 
ing/as I' was dressing myself^ I suddenly teceived a 
summons fhom the banonet^ and imm^iately gues^M 
the f»uae^ which was as follows : the Lady Mlitilda 
had/ immediately on inj retiring^ informed the efder 
niece' of every tiling I had told her ; whb/ before 
having a great dlsMke to me^ whieh was moreover 
min^ augmented by my vanquishing her loW^ the 
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f&klMiit knt^rt^jdetannioed io reveiige/henelfdb^ 
f^\^in^inioitnmtipn to Ihe b^noiet i iw^io^ curag^ •§ 
wluul li^dMmedmjr {nForamplioiii «eiit fov ttie. No* 
sooner did I arrive in his presenoey than lie t^egiA 
ftfurOttflikiiig '^ne iA r the hitterest laAguege .; and 
hnwiag yenfted .hliiiwfatk.to ila full e)itent^ ^w> a 
purse fn»n hb podLei^s^ and hari^^ SAid>. ^/ Hkeitm 
yfm the payioenifc lor theAuiie Ihad served Uin,.'and 
aiSHMtt'^ftmoTef/' -departed f while h haviag^ taken 
ii^p, and e^amiAed the^ contents^ went to my foom, 
tQftk( ,my poftmenteau^ and went oiU; of thocaetie. 
When I arrtv^ ii^ the town> Ilorlviialely found a 
le^asel just ready to sail for my native eou^^ry ; mi» 
having taken a phu^ in it^ set safl^ and arrived there 
wUhout any thing remarkable occurring. 

I caniedmythingstoan inn.aiidwaashewiiii«to 
a ^3ciaU apartment* misevahlf Aurnished^ wheee I 
ufas jiiftt on the piaiBtof laying ix^rself^wii om^a 
eofa which stood in a dark comer, when imfortu- 
HHtcdyrltEamiAed on the tail of a large Maek oat, 
^ho started i^^and flew in my Usee vrxth^gnatfoiy. 
A jterrihle bat^ endued, sad I was grieyouaiy 
Sfnrateibed) before I couM spMseeed in drlTing her 
avrey Irc^n theapartmeniv whleh^beiBgaddedtamy 
l>ther feu^gue/made me in a short time fall £ut 

■ allien* 

^ I Gontip^^edthiis till early tiM nextmoraing; when 
getting, up^ and looking round me, lo and beiwld! 
my hoa^» and every thing* but what happened »tO' be 
in the elothes ItedfOHi waa^pone! S<mie onehad 
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cooiein^bdlB^iwaftMleep^aMilstolenii^ SfMr^ged 
bejrood aitt«fiiii« at thki I stet^g^way g0ti t^^ 
psrted froacii the iafo^ptirchflsed >»^ f eir neocieifeury «i^ 
tkles^ and A knafteadL' to-trarrf tlKtt -ini and sdtioat 
on foot j£6r my omtD tiyvrn^^ whidi was about^Uiiity 
kaguca off 1 "Bfty whole {bn«tieniLg<^, silvery and 
Botes, amottiltiag' to about j^^ ■' < i 

> Wken I had-^ti tsa^ miies^n nnyi jocumlBy^I ivai 
iaddeoif altecked by^twdttoMafs,' who midifd 
a<4luek^i^ atidntrare upon me befiote I hard^ kaw|W 
Hi^! were near, and^ ordered^ me ; t» ic^w than \ 
wfaich'I 4id> uid ^wesooti aaihred^al asniiall hall, 
wiereoBe of tbemdn^hod dowiihiac<rftiB> inoxdiir 
to 4]^n a trlqp^ddoc, wiikb waii eoBceakdbetietfth 
some bushes ; which I taking adraiatage^ luaftdMd 
up owns of his Tiistok^ £red at < and ' shot him> dead : 
wher^upcm the etthet drew his swoid^aml. ahtfed ^a 
blow afcme^ wfakdi wtaild oerlatiily havef ro^'ed Hnal 
if H had hMmkonme-, but jiunfto^ nimbly' aiidr, 
Igobbeboud him, aady seizing tfao^fetto^ hytheebl^ 
iac,amostfai«iuasbi|^eensiied y inwidd^he/beiafg 
nrack^e stMi^er M the twb>^ wouM certainly hare 
heeiLidClarioias^ if ;! h^ noiti letting hial go withone 
faaad,^ gbrate him sifteh a monstrous MoW oi» ^e^ head 
VEith.the fustol I had fthot the other with^ that it 
quite stunned him; and I, having armed iiiysell 
rmih aiswimi' and a bre^ of pisteis^^to mSke myself 
move seeure for the fttttt^> got awuy an 'fast as- 1 
oould/and went tiie rest of my journey udthoutaiiy 
^Qgs^ttariukUe oceuiniig» slasphlg'hy'<iiieiit'it> 
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€0|t9get. by4h^ way*rside; and at length, arrived la: 
i^y native toirn^ wJb^ my fioend the natoraliat inr 
fom^ed^me that rayia^r-imdheen dend for threQ 
months^ and that an upstart had Ifdd ckim. to the 
<^tafteft,^tndgotteii possessioa of iheoL I*therefora 
rqaoized to the.magiftiate, and set Jorth^myi jusl 
rights which being proTJsd and a^usted tojoay tSa^« 
&otif n^ I heg^ ' to .think < what I should do tOv pasa 
away thettmej when my frsand {the natmayst called 
vnpw nie ond monoiing^ ta.inficuim ma.ithat he ivas 
goiiig to. ti»vel7in..vanQascou&tr|e8i. to. comply 
his^,stodffof rare plants^ * . animaisy and^^tpnes, and 
thatrif I }iked togawi<hhkn>ha.wo(iildhe veiy^^bd 
of ^my'Companyv ^ As«I thoaght I eoidd do nothing 
better^ I iacc^ed the pnoposal iy and. haiing^ fMir» 
Qbas^ a vessel, ^ndhieed a. guaid'^ef 400 infimtry 
and 18(> horsei to^ eseort >us^ .when there should be ec^ 
casion, in v^ur ijotuneys by land, wstfirstr proceeded? 
tmEgypt't andafl^ci^ittiig GrandiCairo^ PompeyV^ 
FtUary t)» nun of the Fyiamids> and «vevy ^itog^ 
dde 'Worth seeing, sailed/fdongaad «ime io«a^port; 
on) the coast of Arabia^ where wi^.dwposed' of ^t)nf. 
liessel^ and having fmrc^ased a^muttber^l^^eanielif 
and hoanes^ fbrmed^with some dfther mer^umtSi whi^- 
were >waitiiigi;here^ a^veiy larg<B caravan^ and ^iffeset^ 
oift/being'InalL about 600* And these wereplaoedc 
in the foHoHring manner : t first of all marehed^oiir- 
eavalxyy- with lOChof &ke foot' f thmi^ame myself oH/ 
a camel, and> in case of an attack, was iapppinte^ 
chief commander (>f ihe eaianiian ; aromidffDe were 
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my ccanpanfons and the mercliatitd^ moftintdl'iikilb^ 
sdme manner, each hat^in^ by Kid iide a hbirsie/6i^ 
vhieh, in case of ftnykindof alaHn, we ni%hHnotinl 
and act with more faciifty and activenesii'jr tlheia 
cam^ iCO more of the^ infstitry, and' behind the^e 
about SOO cainels, laden with Ti^able me^handite> 
with sefvieral hmidred more bearing* proVlaioni df all 
kinds and sorts : whale the temnixSng ^dOD of the 
^aanl brought up the rear. 

Thus did we march on till nighf , when our eyes 
Were refrec^ied by ihe sight of a small green plot^wi^ 
adump^ entrees, and a smaH stream on it. Here our 
guides infonned ud we were to pass the night; tthich 
was indeed very acceptable news, we' being aU tuise^ 
Ribly 1^^. Aeoordingly we pitched otirtents/and 
s^tled ourselves for the night, turning the caii^^ to 
feed/ and go whither they liked. In the middle* of 
the n%ht I awoke, and could not any way get to 
deep ngsinj so I went (Htt of the tent softly, and 
resolved to walk about ; when I was alarmed by the 
appearance of a light, which kept on going back^ 
warda and forwards among the trees in a most ubh 
aeoountaUe manner. You must not suppose 1 
tfaofught^ it was a ghoet, for that was not the case ; I 
Watched and watched^ till at length it disappearad 
suddenly. It appeared again, and continued in sight 
for about a qinutey of an hofur^then it vanished) 
then again i^ypeared once more, and I saw noting 
of it aflerwards. 

■ In the miming I commvnicated thia Grange: e«r-. 
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tttmBl»fe to t my (^ompankms ; faad what .was owr 
«irpffiie» on geki^toiook^or our eamek^to find no 
Itts than tmrenty of 'HKiii, and fifteen horses gone^ 
«Bd/onr guidcfl afiirmed they had been -stolen by:tiie 
ibnibfl^ whojcbuld not he iiBur off, and tthat Itfeerefove 
:ws mvat keep in readiness for an attack : ao haiing 
loaded. oiir fire^anni, wm proceeded, and lnet/wiA/cK> 
intemiption ^ about the middle of the day.^ when 
we Buddeniy heard thesoundof abugleyor ratherhom, 
^ a diBtaoietf; whose sounds reirerberatmg acro8a;the 
^deflertsi were imin^ediateiy ansvuvred by thme or^oor 
othereftomthe'Oppositedtraetion. !&fosobn«r didour 
^guides h^r tins, when they exdahned we shocdd be 
^IVIost if we did not instantly prepare for defence; 
and at that instant a party of between 3 and 900 
:iArabian8 appeared on our right, with about the same 
mimber on the lefty advancing at f uU gallop^ whii e 
: we were content to reeeiye them with a vdtteir isf 
!*muaki3tiy. No sooner was it let off^ than the hones 
of th^ Afabs> not beii^ used <to stand fire, began 
lickings und phinging, and prancmg in suehta^ man- 
ner, that their nders could acan;^ keep their seats -, 
and aa soon as ever they could mana^ thdir beaMs^ 
retreated at fW galloptlM same aa they oame^ and 
wertfoiiitofsightinaiBioment. < ^ 

We then' proceeded for i^e days^ without seeiiig 

paittes of above forty or fifty in numiber, whi^jdld nxyt 

4are approach «S) when eariy one momii^, a boiy 

of I belieTcaboYe 1000 appeared, comn^ towards 

"Ha ai^fiiU^apeiGkl } who wera ^no^ as <^e nthei men. 
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armed simpiy nfith btms and omnri/ Imt wAlSk 
tw<»ds and carbincd^ nanaeqkeaikf WicK more Stm- 
midi^k. Their faorBes like^ifise slood^ fivef lo^iiirb 
-ooald 110I rajpidtlKin that WK7^ and i^^ 
fllMMiid*eertainly have been wonted/ if I had aotdk- 
vided my horse into two partiite ; aad sendhii^ ithem 
round to attack our adversaries on each flanky tiwf 
iiHosediatdy feU into confosion^ and fled Jlke the 
otherSi In these Iwo eiiga^maat» we kfiidd sAiemt 
WOy and had the good fortune not to lose aUingie 
man ovraelres^ so that we suoeeeded upon the^whiAe 
ynibtf weii^ and had now been ten da^ on tour 
jouni^> when ail On a sudden an innniefnaecldittd;^ 
oahann o£ dust> came driving towards ua ¥^ith 
omaaiiig^ rapidity and force from theeasti tod^ifi- 
'mediately oiir girides, in th^ usual maanci^ «ried c^t 
we should be all lost, if 'we did not throw oori^lves 
flat €ia our beasts, aad putoomethingover the^eyifs -, 
whieh>we had scarce time to do, when the wMrlwind 
approached with a great noise, and blew uj[) th^ sand 
iaauch a manner, that we were half saflbcated* To 
increase our misfortune, the horses and icaznels, not 
liking it much better than we did, began to kiek 
and foranoe ; so that with being half miffocated, ftfid 
obliged to keep our eyes sknt qiute dote fsr^fear^ 
beiag blinded, whidk was ^H worse, w^ had 
enough to do lohold fast^ and keep oitr seisls.^ ^t 
length, however, the whirlwind paased orev us, and 
we ventured to look up, wheii amdseralde spebtiiSe 
was presented to our view ; iheaandj whiehf wa^bei- 



176* 

fore quite smooth^ Was now all in furrows, as if it 
kad been just ploughed up ; and was so soft, and 
.loosened by the very great violence of the wind, that 
our camels could with difficulty get on. Thus it con- 
tinued for five miles, when we again got into a tole- 
rable road, and continued so for the rest of the 
journey* 

We had now been out fifteen days, and nearly all 
our provision was out, so that we were obliged to 
kill the camels for sustenance ; and eren this little 
helping out we did not have long ; for a contagious 
disease got amongst the animals, which carried them 
off so^fast, that we were forced to leave all the mer- 
chandize on the desert ; 6o that in a short time we 
had nothing left but tliree skins of wat4?r : and then 
such a scramble I believe never was ; to get a taste 
of these, some scrambled over the heads of others, 
some were knocked down in the bustle, and it was 
three full hours before 1 could restore peace and 
order to the caravan. 

About that same evening we espied a small 
wood, with a stream of water iu front, into which 
we every one of us ran to refresh ourselves, and 
quench our thirst; while our guides, whose sfn- 
rits were as easily raised by any turn of good for- 
tune, as they were in proportion depressed by 
bad, joyfully declared that this was the forerun- 
ner of a pleasant village; that we had now got to 
the end of the desert, and should have no mon; to 
cross before vire got to the great city of Bagdad, 
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wluch v«ff the pkoe iite.«iireKJ.titfrd9^ IPMi 
exceHeiKt nem put vs quite in) eostadea >•£ joy^ ; «uiMl 
bat itt^ Aolied oimeives'in tbe stream' «iB inucb^ wf 
wi8hed> vm puaraed obv rapui asffast «6'«rertwe ooiiki, 
ABA before dock got ta fdie viUt^ge; or rajHtar town, for 
it'wfts tkat, aiid a pfettjr large one l0o^ (lere w^ 
rested five days, to recover from our haFds)up9'<|UBd 
litlgiief aad then, having ixnight toiete oainds^we 
vent on towavds our place of dea ti n a tiony Ba g da d . 
\After a. pleaaant journey, «rtt arrived tbeiie.f iKO^d 
on entering, were infimaad we coiidd ga no ivtK* 
tiksr for aome llne» asihere wasare^beUicm in the 
<»itntr7, aad the nebei troof^wme tnposQi^ipn^f 
idl tiuit> part oi the ooDmlTy on the other aide o^f the 
aitffi tnd deapoiled all sudi traydleis as/ ce8l<$ «pi<Hi0 
them. We likcuiiise heard the ebip^ror wa« only 
.WBitmg lor in(M« aoldieis to give them battiki la 
the inamgienta amounted to 3&,aQ0 infaatiy, «94 
SaoOihorae^ and the royal army had onfy 13,590 in 
all : and as we had no particular business therey I'took 
it into my head tbat we should go andr.«ffer our aer- 
idcea 5 whichi ^he rest having no particular object 
tiMi, we did on the first opportunity, and were re^ 
oerred yeiy courteously by the emperor, who ordered 
U3> to hp eonducted to apavtraents in the paiaoe; 
where her presently came to visit us y and the next 
BHimiBg reviewed ottlrm^ai when he dederedi tlMj 
with the < aasiataoee of theai> he t thought . hlmaeUT 
strong enough to attack the rebels 3 and ^deered^s 
to be lA readiness )to< go next mornings Which oooi* 
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mand we obeyed^ and set out in the following order*, 
ourselves, which was a great honour, marched first ; 
behind us came 5000 of the emperor's soldiers, 
armed with swords and pikes; then the emperor 
himself, surrounded by his imperial guard, who were 
dad in purple, embroidered with gold, with their 
sword hilts and the crosses of their pikes likewise 
of gold ; behind followed 1000 archers, and 80O 
light armed infantry 3 and then 3000 inflEuitry, the 
same as what came first, with the cavalry. 

In this manner we marched on for two miles, 
when the rebel anny appeared in sight ; and, having- 
by some means or other got information of our 
designs, were all drawn out to receive us, with 
their pikes presented. The emperor therefore, who 
thought to have taken them by surprise, and quite 
unprepared, was obliged to form his men as well as 
he could under great disadvantages of ground, and 
we were stationed on the right. In a short time the 
battle commenced with great fury ; wherever we 
went, victory declared on our side 3 we carried every 
thing before us like a torrent, and whole ranks of 
men fled before us like so many flocks of sheep : in 
a short time we had taken so many prisoners, that I 
was obliged to divide my force ; and leaving nearly 
aU to take care of the captives, I with about twenty 
pursued the flying troops, and destroyed such as- 
made any resistance, but spared those who laid down 
their arms. 

This being done, I was returning all alone, my 
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men having strayed from me to a distancein the piur*: 
suit, when I all on a sudden heard cries of distress 
issuing from a little grove by the way-side ; and on 
going towards the place, found them to proceed 
from the emperor, who had been in close combat 
with the rebel chief, and having his horse killed 
under him, was just on the point of being taken. 
Immediately I attacked the rebel chief, and obliged 
him to turn his attention from the emperor to my- 
self : but before I proceed in my history, I will 
relate the cause. The emperor's troops, having 
charged the insurgents with great impetuosity, were 
attacked by a large party of horse, which the latter 
had concealed behind some thickets, on their flank, 
thrown into disorder, and completely defeated ; 
a]l the imperial guard were slain but a very 
few, and those, attentive to their own safety, Aed 
di£ferent ways. The emperor, in his flight, had fallen 
in with the rebel chief, and been reduced to the si* 
tuation aforementioned ; and had I not just then 
happened to pass, would have lost his liberty, and 
most likely his life soon. 

A most furious combat was now commenced, and 
continued in full force for a long time, when, by a 
well-aimed blow, I felled him to the earth, and he 
surrendered ^ in the mean time, the emperor, having 
disengaged himself, came up, and having ordered 
me to stand by the prisoner until he should come 
back, went to search for some of his men \ with 
whom he soon returned \ and I, having p\it myself 
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at the head of my men^ went to stop the progress 
of the rebels. This unexpected oppositioii checked 
them beyond what I at all expected } and^ finding 
their chief taken prisoner^ they either fled; or laid 
down their arms ; so that we returned triumphantly 
to the city^ myself having the honour to ride all the 
way by the side of the emperor. 

The next mornings I was surprised by a party of 
soldiers coming to conduct me to the emperor, who 
was sitting in the great hall of audience to receive 
me ; and informed me, that he intended, as a reward 
for my services, to promote me to the rank of one 
of his ministers } and I had scarcely time to recover 
from my surprise, when I was installed in my o£fice. 
My companions likewise would have been placed in 
some inferior department if they had chosen 5 but as 
they preferred continuing their travels, and as my 
friend the naturalist said he was afraid the empe- 
ror's favour woukl not last long, they, after being 
handsomely rewarded, pursued their route, though 
not before my friend had informed me, that if ever 
I wished to find him, he should be at a certain town 
in Tartary, which he mentioned. 

I continued living in Bagdad for thi^e months, 
without any thing remarkable happening, and all 
the time increasing in favour, till at length I was 
raised to the rank of prime minister; and conducted 
in a kind of car so monstrous high, that it made me 
giddy to look down all around the town ; so that by 
the time I had taken the circuit of the city, my heaii 
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wofi SO giddy, Uiat I could ^tMt difficulty answer tlic 
qaestions widch wore adced me by the emperor; 
which he not alttributing to its real cause, but to in- 
attention and neglect, was hi^ily offended 5 alad this 
the courtiers pereeiring, did not fiail to heighten as 
much as po^ble 5 so that the next day I could easily 
perceive a coldness in his manner towards me, very 
dififereat from his former behaviour. In a shott 
time this increased to such a degree, that from being 
hardly able to da without me, he could scarcely bear 
my company, and kept me employed in things as fu 
distant as possiUe. 

This kind of treatment I waS forced to. put up 
with lor « month, wfaea an accident happened, 
which restored me to a small degree of favouc. 
The pelaoe of die snitaHa 1k9B one night . set> on Are 
by somie rogues> who were in the habit of going 
about at n^t doihg^ all manner of miacfaief > and the 
guaMs, afiraid of being punished for their negligence, 
lan every one a separate Way as fast as his legs could 
carry him -, so that the flames had got to an alarm- 
ing height before they if ere dlscorered : eunuchs 
and djamsels mhdgled their cries promiscuously to^ 
gether, and fled in terror and confosion from the de- 
BtrucUve elemeikt, which threatened to devour them. 
My palace was situated behind the sultana's^ but the 
garden of the latter, and a building foi* the reception 
of Hods, tygers, and other wild animals, was be- 
tween. The cries of distress at length reached my 
ears, and, starting up, I ran to the window lo see the 
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cause ; which, notwithjstahding the building hdoft 
mentioned, I could easily discover ; so having hastily 
dressed myself, I ran out, and arrived just in time to 
saVe the sultana and her two daughters. 

This service she returned, by interceding the em- 
peror in my behalf; so that at her request I was 
taken once more into favour. But unfortunately^ 
the rebel chief, who had been confined all this 
time, escaped from prison ; and the courtiers did not 
fail to attribute this to my negligence, it being my 
place to appoint guards to the different prisons. In 
the mean time great numbers flocked to the standard 
of this chief, and he in a short time, having an army 
of ^,500 men under his command, advanced with** 
out delay towards the city. I was therefore sent 
with my own men, and 1000 belonging to the 
country^ to oppose him ; and in a short time we 
met. An action commenced, which, after lasting 
two hours, terminated in our favour ; but the chief, 
who had provided every thing in case of necessity, 
^ed with a small party of his adherents to a little 
fort, about four miles off, and there set us at defi* 
«nce. I therefore made an assault on the place ; 
but we were driven back 3 upon which -I ordered 
two brass cannon, which we had brought all the 
way over the desert, and had fortunately then taken 
with us, to be brought up, and with these com- 
menced a fire upon the walls, which being very 
sli^t, and fit only to witlistand the attack of sol- 
diers belonging to such countries as themselves, 
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soon began to fall^ and were before the next morn- 
ing all in ruins ; so that we easily stormed the place> 
and took all the garrison^ amounting to 2BO, pri- 
soners. 

The day before this happened^ I received a letter 
from the emperor> saying, that every thing I found 
in the fort should be my own -, and this I took as a 
great mark of favour^ though, as I afterwards found, 
it was because he expected there would be little or 
nothing ; but when I came to search, lo and be- 
hold ! there were eight large chests filled with the 
most valuable jewels of different sorts. This, which 
was considered a great offence, I did not inform the 
emperor of myself, but unfortunately, somehow or 
other, it reached his ears ; and he, being extremely 
avaricious, was now enraged beyond description, 
lliis I could easily perceive by his behaviour ; and 
expecting some turn of fortune, Ihired a small vessel, 
shipped all my jewels and goods that was possible, 
without creating a suspicion, and sent it secretly 
to a small port thirty miles off, where I ordered the 
captain to wait until he heard my further di- 
rections ; but to be particularly careful not to let 
any body know to whom the ship belonged. 

It turned out very lucky that I did this, for my 
overthrow was now about to be complete. The 
emperor gave a grand feast to all the noblemen, 
princes^ and princesses within his realms, to which 
I, on account of my high rank, was unavoidably 
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invited. Unfortnndtely I fell in Itive with a rery 
beautiful lady who was therei Without knowdog who 
or what she was $ BkH I 'knew was^ that for some 
time past she had lived in great state at the palace of 
the sultana. Tie whole evening I was particu- 
larly ofHciotts^ paying h^ all manner of attention, 
and observed tliat the emperor regarded me ivith a 
frowning aspect -, but atlnbudiing it to its old- 
cfause, I took no notice. It did not end hetfe ) fot^ 
a whole month afterw^rds^ I (5omposed verses aUxl 
sang sonnets in the gardens of the alkambra> dlose 
under her windows^ so thai I thought tMiie must of 
necessity hear me, iu her praise : but one evening, 
as I was i^VLs employed^ being seated in an arbour 
of flowers, a voice like thunxier, widdi I inttaiLtt|r 
recognized to be the emperor's, exclaimed. Vile mi- 
nister ! to be thus singing of love 8ongs> when thou 
oUghtest to be attending to thy duty, and traiiaact^ 
ing ifae biffiiness of the empire ! Up I started, took 
to my heels, tod ran without stopping to the &rther 
end of the gak*dens y where> not being ablJd to stop 
tHl the gat^ was opened fbr me, I Jumped over tke 
paling, and went as fast as before to my hoiite, 
where I piMsed th^ night itt a most dreadful terror. 
!ldaiiy in the morning I received a summons to 
go to the palace of the emperor, which> as you may 
su^fiOBe) I obeyed tremblingly ) and as soon as i had 
got before hii^, he began> Miserable being ! pre^ 
sumptuidtis Wretch !^-^Her(s rage for a short Mmc 
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stopped his utterance ; but at length he proceeded :-^ 
who darest to sing sonnets, and fall in love with 
one of my mistresses ! Depart immediately from my 
empire, or before night thy head shall be stuck on 
the city gates ! Ready ta sink with fear, I went from 
his presence -, and in going across the great hall, a 
man^ who was steward of my household, slipped a 
note into my hand, saying, that if I would meetliim 
at eight o'clock that evening at a place mentioned, 
he ivould secure me a safe escape Accordingly ^t 
nig^ht I went to the appointed place, where I found 
Kim waiting 3 and he conducted me to a place 
erected for fuel ^ where having put me into a great 
sack, and tied me up fast, he went away. I waited 
and waited, but he did not come again as he had 
promised j and I began to be very impatient. Pre- 
sently one of the cooks, belonging to a vast furnace 
-which was in the emperor's palace, and where all 
the delicious dishes were drest, came for a supply 
of fuel 'y and he, supposing the sack, in which I was, 
to be filled with wood, as the rest were, took me up on 
bis shoulders, I suppose the dupe of my man's ar- 
tifices. I began to kick and bounce about most fu- 
riously in my sack ; nor was I content with kicking 
and bouncing, I had recourse to thumping ; so that 
the poor cook, frightened out of his wits, took to his 
heels, and I got out. My man at that moment ap- 
peared, and conducted me to the outside of the city; 
from whence I proceeded to the port where my vessel 
was, embarked, set sail, and, after a voyage of I 
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betieve six weeks^ arrived home, and settled in my 
present habitation. 

Here the three friends arose, and retired to their 
own houses : but their visits continued ever after- 
wards. 



ROMANCE 



CHAPTER I. 

aN the middle of the reign of our great and va- 
liant sovereign King Edward the First, there lived 
In the eastern part of Kent a certain knight, named 
Sir Francis Oglehury. This knight had in his 
younger days served under the King, then Prince of 
Wales, in the Holy Land, where he had signalized 
himself, by various acts of valour, against the infi- 
dds; and when the assassination of the young Prince 
was attonpted, was one of the first to come to his 
assistance. On the return of the army from Pa- 
lestine, in consequence of the death of King Henry 
the Third, to their native country. Prince Edward, 
being crowned, offered him a high dignity in the 
state 5 which Sir IVancis, being naturally of a retired 
disposition, and averse to the gaieties of court, de- 
clined, wishing to live at his paternal inheritance 
in Kent, called Oglehury castle, after the name of 
the family who were its possessors. Here he passed 
the time in performing divers charitable actions, and 
relieving the peasantry who were distressed. 

He lived thus for twenty years, when he set out 
oa a journey to visit Sir Philip de Valence, an old 
friend of his, whose estate lay at the further ex- 
tremity of Westmoreland. From their earliest 
youth these two knights had had the strictest friend- 
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ship for each other ; and^ in Sir Francis's absence 
to the Holy Land^ had kept up a close correspond- 
ence^ which on his return they continued^ until 
within the last five years i when Sir Francis missed 
receiving the letter which he was accustomed to 
have every quarter : but as this circumstance had 
happened before, owing to the irregularity of the 
conveyance in those days^ he was not under any 
uneasiness. Quarter after quarter passed on, but no 
letters came } and two years had now gone past 
without any tidings : stilly however, he attributed it 
to their miscarriage^ and endeavoured to keep away 
all dismal fears and apprehensions : but at times a 
gloomy foreboding would enter his imagination, 
notwithstanding his utmost efforts, and a presenti- 
ment of evil shoot across his mind. 

Two more years passed on in tlus manner^ and 
the greatest uneasiness and apprehension now took 
possession of him. He could in no way account 
for the long silence of his friend 3 for the convey- 
ance which brought his letters had, he now found, 
been regular all the time. In those he had himself 
written and sent he had desired to have answers 
immediately, in the most particular manner -, and 
his very retired way of living prevented him from 
knowing what was going on in the kingdom, which 
might have afforded him some clue to discover the 
cause. So he determined to take a journey to the 
castle of Sir Philip ; and would have done it then, 
had it not been for the ninited entreaties of his 
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household and the neighbouring peasantry^ who at 
length succeeded in persuading him to wait one year 
longer. 

•As soon^ however^ as this was passed, he set out, 
as we have before related : himself was mounted on 
a grey steed, which had been in his possession for 
fourteen years j by his side hung a sword, which had 
oft been stained with the blood of many a Saracen 
chieftain ^ and behind him rode a single attendant, 
well armed and equipped, who had served him faith- 
fully from his youth. They journeyed on at an 
easy pace in this manner for the whole of the first 
day, and at night slept at a small cottage, about six- 
teen miles beyond the great city of Canterbury, 
which place they passed through without stopping. 
The next day they pursued their journey, and pro- 
ceeded without interruption to a certain place called 
Shooter's-hill, which as they were passing, four 
ruflfians suddenly rushed out of a thicket, and at- 
tacked them. Sir Francis drew his sword, and pre- 
pared for an obstinate defence ^ his man did the 
same, and a furious combat ensued. Two of the as- 
sailants were already laid breathless in the dust; 
when one of those that remained blowing a horn, 
ten more instantly appeared, and hastened up to 
their assistance. 

In a short time Sir Francis's man received a mor- 
tal wound on the head, and fell down lifeless, so that 
he was left alone to support the weight of the whole 
party. His horse was slain; and placing himself 
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with his back against a tfee^ with difficulty kept off 
the enemies that surrounded him. On a suddca, 
just as he was ready to sink with fatigue^ a person 
on horseback, who appeared by bis mmmer to bie of 
high rank, attended by ste other bors^men, ap-^ 
proached at full gallpp, attadced the rujflians, killed 
four, and put the rest to flight. They then advanced 
towards Sir Francis, who was with difficulty sup- 
porting himself, by leaiiing q» his sword and the 
side of the tree ; and what was the surprise pf |^t 
knight, on their nearer approsHih, to find tbe persoii 
who had so unexpectedly apd prpvideatiaily ppine to 
his assistance, was Sir Everard Trappy, a pear rela- 
tion of Sir Philip*s. 

After the first salutes and complim/^ts wi^re 
passed. Sir Everard enquired what had cfiJl^ gir 
Francis on a journey from his owu cjstate ; to which 
the latter, having answered, asked after the health of 
his friend he was going to visit, when ^ir Everard 
declared he was as. ignorant of that as hin^s^lf, jind 
was just gping on a journey for the sam^ puirpos^ 
as that he was on. They therefore di^tcrmined to 
go together -, and as it lay all in their road, i^- 
ceedod to mount their horses, and go to the ic^tl^ of 
Sir Everard. But just as they were about to d^p^, 
a feeble voice from the ground attracted their atten- 
tion ) and looking round, they perceived it to come 
from one of the robbers ; who, having been sorely 
wounded in the conflict, was left on the ground, 
and unable to escape with his companions. Qa 
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going towards him^ they found he was not of his 
own choice a robher^ but that the others had carried 
him off while he was asleep^ and forced him to serve 
them ever since. Satisfied with this^ they took him 
up^ and then hastened onwards as fast as possible^ 
in order to arrive at Sir Everard*s castle before nighty 
where they proposed to stay a few days^ and then 
proceed on their Journey. 

About dusk they arrived at the side of the moat 
with which it was surrounded 5 when one of the at- 
tendants alighting, blew an immense horn. Which 
was suspended by an iron chain to a large wooden 
post. In a short time the drawbridge was lowered 
by those within, and they crossed over it into the 
court of the castle ; where having dismounted, and 
left their horses to the care of the attendants. Sir 
Everard conducted his guest into the great hall, 
which was hung with helmets, coats of mail, shields, 
lances, and various trophies, in commemoration of 
the exploits of his aiicestors* From thence they pro- 
ceeded, through several splendid apartments, to a 
small one, decorated like all the rest with memo- 
rials and trophies, though in a different manner from 
the hall, as it was hung with pictures of the whole 
family instead of armour. Here the two knights 
sat down -, and after conversing a short time on va- 
rious subjects, a repast was brought in, of all the 
delicious and invigorating viands in season 5 snipes 
and venison smoked in plenty and profusion -, but 
Sir Francis^ though particularly fond of both, ate 
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Hide, and spoke still less ; which his host attributing 
to fatigue^ had him as soon as possible conducted to 
his apartment, which was at the farther end of the 
castle, and had not been used for near half a century. 

As soon as he had shut the door, he threw him- 
self on a chair, and, casting his eyes around, sur 
veyed the chamber in which he was : the tapestry 
of rich crimson velvet, with which it was hung, 
was, through the hand of time and long neglect, 
all in shreds, as well as the couch, which was 
pf the same splendid artides ; the golden fringes 
and embroidery, with which it was profusely adorned, 
were all falling to pieces } and the brightness with 
which they had formerly shone was reduced to a 
dusky yellow. The two tapestry pictures, which 
adorned each side of the apartment, and were fast- 
ened into the other part of the hangings, were with 
dust and time so defaced, that their subjects were 
scarcely distinguishable. So taking his light from 
the table, on which he. had placed it. Sir Francis 
arose, and advanced to examine them : with consi- 
derable difficulty he discovered, that those on the 
north and southern side represented the exploits of 
King Arthur ; those on the east two great battles 
between the Saxons and Danes; and those on the 
west two other great battles. 

He had already looked over all the former, and 
was just examining the last of the two latter, when 
a strange rustling occasioned him to look round ; 
and wh$it was his astonishment and amaae, to be- 



195 

faold one of the pictures at the fiirther end slowly 
lifted up, a small door which it concealed thrown 
open^ and a man in armour, with a lighted torch in 
his hand^ whose features he fancied were perfectly 
^miliar to him, emerge from behind ! An involun- 
tary terror seized him ; the light which he held 
dropped from his hand^ and he sunk on a chair that 
stood by in a kind of utter insensibility. In this 
state he continued for near a quarter of an hour, 
when recovering, and looking around, the figure 
was gone. He got up, took his light, and going 
towards the place from whence it had come, he en- 
deavoured to lift up the tapestry, which was very 
-easy, the top part only of the picture being joined 
into the rest. He then attempted to open the door, 
but in vain, for it was securely fastened on the 
ihside: and finding his endeavours fruitless, he at 
length gave over, replaced the covering in its former 
position, and left it. At the end of the room were 
two other doors, w'hich he now tried to open, but 
they were likewise locked fast ; and being much fa- 
tigued with these efforts, in addition to what he had 
undergone before, he extinguished his light, and, 
laying himself on the couch, went to sleep. 

About the middle of the night he was awoke by 
strange and uncommon noises and Toices ias It 
were behind the place from which the figure had 
emerged : these, however, after continuing for about 
an hour, died away. Every thing was once more 
quiet, and Sir Francis again sunk into a profound 
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deep ; hiBA his slumbers were disturbed by unjdea- 
smQt visions. He thought he saw the figure of his 
friend standing before him in armour, and that it 
beckoned him to approach; but tliat as he drew 
nearer it retreated, and he suddenly found himself 
before an iron grating, through which he beheld his 
friend in close confinement, pining and in a mise- 
rable condition^ and that he entreated him, in a most 
passionate manner, to set forth his injuries before 
the world, and revenge his wrongs : then he fancied 
himself transported to the midst of a barren heath, 
where the image of his friend was once more repre- 
sented to his view, exactly as he was when they had 
last met -, but that as he sprang forward to embrace 
him, the ground opened with a hideous gaping, and 
closed over him ; and that as he was attempting to 
rescue him from the jaws of the frightful chasm, he 
was lifted up, and carried away by an invisible 
power with such rapidity, that he became senseless. 
The agitation occasioned by this dream at length 
awoke him) the sun had fcnr an hour past been 
risen, and gilded the distant hills and landscape 
with its refulgent rays -, the lark sent forth her me- 
lodious song in joy for the returning day ; and Sir 
Francis, having hastily dressed himself, descended 
the staircase of the turret in which his apartment 
was, and entered the room in which he had supped 
on the preceding night, where Sir Everard was al- 
ready waiting to receive him ; and breakfrust being 
brought in, thrjr sat down to eat their repast. 
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IXiring the meal^ the conversation turning on 
what had happened to them in past times^ Sir Fran* 
cis proceeded to relate an adventure^ that had like 
to have proved fatal to him^ in the following words. 
When with the army in the Holy Land, the Prince 
of Wales, our present sovereign, entrusted me with 
a considerable post in the army, and honoured me 
with his confidence to a great degree 5 which dis- 
tinction! endeavoured to deserve, by fulfilling my. 
trust with great exactness : but in the mean time I' 
was not free from the attacks of calumny and ma- 
lice } • a certain set of young men, envying my good 
fortune, used all the possible means in their power: 
to lessen my favour with the Prince, and construe 
every little thing and mistake which I unintention* 
ally committed into an intentional ofience, an hei^ 
nous crime. The Prince, however, who had too 
much sense not to easily perceive their malicious de* 
signs and intentions, listened to none of their insi- 
nuations ; and, in order to mortify them, gave me 
the command of a party, to go and attack one of 
the enemy*s convoys, which was expected to pass 
through a road about seven miles from the camp. 
This party consisted of these young men, who were 
flix in number, twelve others, and myself ^ and 
early one morning we set out : but they had pre* 
viously formed a most abominable scheme in their / 
heads^ and this was, that they should drop off one by 
one in a forest, through which we were to pass. 
This they did secretly, that myself and the otherr 
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found ourselves alone before we had entertained any 
idea of their being gone. However, not regarding 
this, we went on without them, and arrived at the 
end of the wood just in time, as the convoy was at 
that moment passing. We rushed out, and attacked 
them with great vigour ; the guard which attended 
it was soon put to flight ; and taking possession of 
the treasure, we took the road home : but passing 
through the wood, a party of saracens, who had ob- 
served us going, suddenly rushed out from behind 
some thickets, where they had lain in ambush, and, 
attacking us on all sides, a furious and bloody com- 
bat ensued. My men gave way j I rallied them; 
they again gave way, and I again rallied them ; but, 
notwithstanding my utmost endeavours, we were 
obliged to leave the treasure we had taken in their 
hands, and get off as f^ist as we were able, thinking 
ourselves well off to escape with our lives ; which 
indeed we had great difficulty in keeping, and were 
all sorely wounded. When we got back to the 
camp, my companions complained bitterly of the 
cowardly conduct of the others ; who got nothing by 
it, as we afterwards found they were taken prisoners 
by the same party which attacked us. 

No sooner had Sir Francis finished this account, 
than Sir Eyerard declared it put him in mind of an 
adventure which had happened to himself, of which 
he began an account, as follows. From the age of 
sixteen to twenty, I served with the army in the 
Holy Land^ and on its return lived at court, where I 
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liad many opportunities of signalizing myself in the 
various tilts and toun^aments which were held by 
our warlike sovereign, for the purpose of encourag- 
ing an emulation and spirit for arms among the nu- 
merous youths and warriors with which the palace 
was crowded. In one of these, given in celebration 
of the birth of the young prince, sumamed Caer- 
narvon, it by chance happened that a damsel, named 
Lady Eleanora, was among the numberless beauties 
who came to be spectators } whom I no sooner saw, 
than my heart was assailed with the darts of love, 
and I finally determined to appear as her knight. 
With this resolution, I waited with impatience tiU 
the day, on which the tournament was to begin, 
came. It at length arrived, and I entered the list8> 
fully determined to perform some memorable achieve- 
meat. There were, besides myself, two other 
knights, who had the same mistress ; and we longed 
for the moment which was to determine who should 
be the victor, and gain the prize. At length the 
turn of the other two. knights came, and they com* 
bated for some time with great vigour ; but at 
length one of them was unhorsed, and I came for* 
ward. At the first onset our lances broke in twun ; 
so drawing our swords, we engaged for some time 
with these weapons with great fiiry and spirit. Many 
blows were parried on both sides, which would alone 
have been sufficient to terminate the combat ; and 
at length, raising my sword above my head, I aimed 
such a terrible stroke, with all my might, at his hel- 
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met^ that^ taking effect^ it brought him from his horse 
prostrate to the ground ; from which he arose, co- 
vered with dust, and retired ia confusion. Rage, 
envy, and the desire of revenge, took possession of 
him, and he determined, whatever should be the 
consequence, to revenge himself in the way which 
he knew would mortify me most, that of msJcing 
me lose the good opinion of my mistress. Unfor- 
tunately, he by means of a page, who attended on the 
Lady Eleanora, found out that I had sent a message, 
entreating an interview with her on the following 
jiight 5 and bribing this page not to inform her of 
it, and send an answer to me, saying, my request 
would be complied with, he contrived by. some 
means or other that she should be out at the time 
appointed ; and prevailed on one of her damsels to 
dress herself up exactly as her mistress was accus- 
tomed to do, and, seating herself in her apartment, 
personate her until a proper opportunity offered of 
discovering herself. Presently 1 softly rapped at the 
door, which she opened ; and having a veil over her 
face, I did not know but that it was my mistress ; 
and, throwing myself before her, began calling her 
essence of divine beauty y and model of celestial perfeC' 
tion, when the damsel, lifting up her veil, and burst- 
ing into a loud laugh, I discovered who she was. 1 
started back j but what was my vexation, when, lo 
imd behold ! the Lady Eleanora at that moment 
opened the door, and appeared at the farther end of 
the apartment. Incensed at jay supposed infidelity. 
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endeavours to let her know how it really was^ discarded 
me from her favour ; and, vexed and disappointed, 
I resolved to retire from court to this castle ^ which 
I accordingly did ; and have remained here ever 
dince, until about four months ago, when I was 
called, on ungentle business, on a journey to the 
northern part of Wales ; from which I was return- 
ing with a few attendants, and had just formed the 
plan of going to the castle of Sir Philip, when I 
met with you, and arrived so providentially, just in 
time to deliver you from the ruffians in the wood. 

Sir Everard conducted his guest over the grounds 
around the castle, which, being very extensive, took 
them up some time, and indeed several hours. On 
th«r return, dinner being ready, they sat down to 
it : and Sir Francis was more cheerful, and ei^oyed 
himself more than he had done for some months : 
but in the middle of the conversation they were 
startled by a great crash at the farther end of the cas- 
tle ; and immediately after, a great uproar arose in the 
hall ; when, just as Sir Everard was getting up to 
enquire the cause, two of the servants ran in as pale 
as death, and declared they had seen a ghost ! 
A ghost! you fools, exclaimed Sir Everard, who 
partook in no wise of the superstition of the time — 
and where ? In the north tower, my lord, said one 
of the men, who was now beginning to recover a 
little from his terror. As Oliver and I were bring- 
ing wood across the court that is just beneath, it 
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appeared at one of the win^dows. And in "whai 
form ? said Sir Francis^ who was much surprised at 
the seeming coincidence of the strange appearance 
he had seen the night before and this ghost. In the 
form of a man in armour, said the servant: the 
vizor was down, so we could not see its face^ Was 
it armed ? said Sic Francis. I believe not, ^answered 
the man i bpt I was so frightened, that I did not ob^ 
serve particularly : I only know, that as soon as it 
saw us, it jumped down from the window^ and 
made that, terrible crash. It is very extraordinary, 
said Sir Francis : for, by the description, he doubled 
not that it was the same figure he had himself seen : 
but suddenly checking himself, for fear of arousing 
any suspicion in the mind of Sir Everard that he 
knew any thing of it before, as he did not wish h^m 
to become acquainted with it just then, he broke off 
at these words. 

When the servants were all gone. Sir Everard en- 
deavoured to turn the thoughts of his guest to an- 
other subject, but in vain ; he was thoughtful and 
melancholy for the rest of the day, and early in 
the evening retired to his chamber } whercj placing 
his light on the table, and seating himself in one of 
the old decayed arm chairs, he began to ponder on 
the many strange and uncommon events which had 
happened in the short space since his arrival at the 
castle. In this state he continued, until the great 
bell of the castle tolling twelve, and resounding 
with a mournful echo through the towers and bat- 
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tlements, aroused him from his reverie ; ahd taking 
liis lamp from the table, he began to search foir 
something with which he might turn his thoughts 
to another subject ; and, after looking a litde while, 
discovered a small shelf, which, being in an obscure 
gloomy corner, had hitherto escaped his notice, and 
on which were some books on chivalry, with several 
other volumes : so taking one of the latter ft'om its 
place, and having cleared it a little from the dust 
and mould, which formed a complete incrustment 
round the outside, he replaced the lamp on the table, 
and, drawing his chair up close, passed away the 
time by perusing the following tale. 

In the days of King Alfred there lived a valiant 
young nobleman, named Sir Egbert^ who followed 
hb royal master through all his vicissitudes of for- 
tune with great perseverance and fidelity: but Al- 
fred, unwilling to expose his faithful friend any 
longer to danger, which a constant attendance on 
his person necessarily incurred, taking advantage of 
a profound sleep into which he had fallen, departed 
from him by a secret path, to where he well knew 
he would not think of searching for him. When Sir 
Egbert awoke, and found himself alone, he was in 
the greatest distress, and searched every place he 
eould think of for his royal master, but in vain ; 
the object of his search was no where to be found ; 
and after spending three days in fruitless researches, 
he retired with five and twenty faithful followers to 
a strong castle, which was in his possession; 
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where, shutting himself up, he subsisted by occa- 
sional incursions on small parts of the Danes, which 
were continually passing backwards and forwards. 

After he had lived thus for some time, one day, 
as he was returning from one of these incursions 
with twelve of his men, and was just about to enter 
a large forest, through which their road lay, they 
were much surprised by the sound of voices 3 and 
supposing themselves about to be attacked, prepared 
for a stout defence 5 but finding, after some time, 
that they did not come as they expected, they pro- . 
ceeded : but scarcely had they gone fifty paces in 
the wood, when, through an opening in the thickets, 
they perceived a very beautiful lady, seated on a 
grassy bank, and by her side a knight, who by his 
violent manner and gestures seemed entreating her 
to accept his hand, which she appeared to refuse 
with ineffable contempt, and to be desiring him 
to leave, and torment her no more with his impor- 
tunities. This, however, he would not comply 
with; and continued them with as much vehe- 
mence as ever. Sir Egbert, astonished at this, re* 
solved to wait and see the result of this scene ; and 
accordingly made signs to his men to keep silent. 
At length the damsel, tired and offended at the offi- 
cious and importunate addresses and attentions of 
the knight, got up, and, approaching the place 
where Sir Egbert and his followers stood, would 
have walked away -, but this the knight no sooner 
perceived^ than, starting up in a rage and fury, he }i 




205 

seized her by the arai^ and pulled or rather dreigged 
her to the place from which she had arose ; where 
he would have compelled her by force to yield to his 
dcQires^ had not Sir Egbert, who could now no 
longer contain himself, sprang out, and, swearing 
by the holy virgin that he should not, while he had 
existence, violate a defenceless damsel, drew his 
f word^ and prepared for a furious engagement. The 
knight, enraged almost to madness at the disappoint- 
ment of his wishes, did the same ; and rushing on 
each other with the fury of two hungry lions, who, 
not having been able to find any prey, are deter- 
mined to satiate themselves by tearing each other in 
pieces, a most terrible combat was commenced. 

The action lasted for above an hour and a half 
with unbated fury, vigour, and spirit ; both received 
several wounds 5 and at length, fatigued with fight^ 
ing so long, and the loss of blood. Sir Egbert sunk 
on his knees. His servants, alarmed for his safety, 
would have rushed in to his assistance ; buft, calling 
out aloud, he ordered them to keep back, declaring 
that he would with the weight of his single arm de- 
fend the damsel, or perish in the attempt -, and that 
when he iras dead, if chance so directed^ they might 
revenge themselves as they pleased. His antago* 
nist, elated by this advantage, roused his sword in 
the air, and rushed on him, determined to crush him 
with the weight of that single effort, supposing that 
he should now gain an easy victory. But Sir Eg^ 
bert, deiLtroosly warding oS the intended blow, re-- 
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ceived his iadversary, who came on With such force 
axtd violence a» not to he able to stop hmiself^ on iRe 
point^of -his 8Wdrd» and running him through/ he 
fell apparently lifeless at his feet : when Sir Egbert's 
atteifidants^ coming from their station/ firom which 
they had beheld every thing that passed in silent at- 
tention^ congratulated him of his victory. 

In the mean time, the lady, having a little reco- 
vered from the fright into which the brutal beha- 
viour of the knight had thrown her, terrified at the 
flare- and glittering of the swords going backwards 
and forwards with great rapidity, with difficulty 
reached the bank on which she had before be^n 
seated> and supported herself by leaning on an an- 
cient 'tree that grew by ; and on seeing the knight, 
who had interposed to deliver her, sink down, she 
had fallen into a swoon^ and fainted away. Sir Eg- 
bert therefore immediately sent his attendants to 
take.eare of hery nor would he accept the attend- 
ance they offered him, and of which he stood in 
igreat need, or mount his horse, until he was satis- 
fied of her safety ', and then having placed her on 
horseback behind him, tliey took the road to the 
castle. 

But they had not proceeded far, when 4heir att^- 
tion was attracted by the most dismal shrieks and 
bemoanings ; and going towards the place whence 
H proceeded, they discovered a young woman ; who 
no sooner perceived the lady, whom Sir Egbert had 
Ti^ued from the knight, seated safely behind him. 
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4han^ running up^ she entreated to be allowed to go 
with her ; to which Sir Egbert readily consented ; 
and being placed behind one of his followers^ they 
once more proceeded on the road to the castle, where, 
without any more interruption, they at leng^ ar^ 
lived, and an apartment wa» immediately gotten 
ready for the lady and her attendant -, where Sir Eg- 
bert on the following day paid her a visit, and re* 
quested her to inform him by what extraordinary 
circumstances she had been brought into the situa- 
tion from which he had delivered her. I should 
^consider myself ungrateful indeed, said she, and un- ; 
worthy of your smallest regard or attention, if, after 
the great service you have done me, and infinite ob- 
ligation I am under to you, I refused so trifling a 
favour. 

I am the daughter of Count de Basan, a powerful 
nobleman, aboi;^ fifteen leagues from this place, 
who, ever since the retirement and disappearance of 
our sovereign King Alfred, has remained with my- 
self and his followers in his castle, where until very 
lately we kept a strict watch, for fear of being at- 
tacked by the Danes ; but finding we were not in 
the least molested, we relaxed our vigilance, and 
woeful were the effects ; for the Danes, who were 
ever on the watch for an opportunity to surprise us, 
taking advantage of this^ came in the middleof the 
night, and, breaking open the gate of the fortress, 
rushed in before one of us were aware of it, or in- 
deed had the least suspicion that an enemy wa^ near. 
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My father and his followers^ as soon as possibte,' 
started up, and, snatching up their arms, rushed Out 
• to oppose them ; bnt were; after making a short re- 
sistance, soon overpowered by the weight of superior 
numbers. During this time I was in my own apart<- 
ment, which was the farther end of the great gal^ 
lery at the western extremity of the castlci and situ- 
ated in a krge round turret; and surprised at the 
unusual noise and bustle without, I got up; and, 
opening the door, went to the end of the passage to 
see the cause. You may easily imagine my terror 
and surprise, at beholding the hdU beneath entirely 
filled with armed men, whose fSerocious manner, 
savage aspect, and the noise that they made, foe-^ 
spoke not overmuch in their favour. I started bade; 
and, running along the passage into my apartment, 
sunk on the first seat 1 met with in a kirid of stu- 
pefaction, in which I remained for above half 'an 
hour ; and might have continued so much longer, ' 
if Agnes, my maid, the young woman whom I now 
have with me, had not pulled me by the ann/ 
and aroused me from my stupor ; entreating me,- 
if I had any regard for my safety, to tr)r and eWxt 
my escape, as the soldiers were ascending the stair-^ 
case which led up to us, had already gained the 
landing-place next to the one which opened into 
the passage, and w6uld in a few moments ^more bef , 
in my apartment : and as I found, by the increasing ' ' 
noise and bustle, which now approached very fiist, ^ 
that what she said was true, and not merely the idl^ 
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ioggestions of fear, I exerted my^lf with all my 
endeavours -, and having hastily collected a few va- 
luable jewels Which were in my aparttnent, i^e 
concealed oilrseltes behind the silken ta(>estry. 
Scarcely had we got behind it, when the soldier^, 
having previously inadef themselves drunk, and 
who by some means or othef had gotten inform- 
ation that I lii^ed in that room, ^ame stamping 
and swearitig along the passage ^ and bu lasting opeh 
the door, entered the apartment. On finding me, 
as they supposed, gone, they redoubled their bel- 
lowingis and etecrations» and began seat'^hing every 
crevice, cortier, and crauhy in the rdom, in hopes 
of finding me, and even lifted up the tapestry j but 
fortunately it was at the other side y and not seeing 
me just in the place, they l^t it down again, and de- 
parted. As soon as they were got quite out of 
hearing, which was indeed some time, such a hoi^e 
did they make, we came from our concealment ; aiid 
^ng out of the door, cautiously descetided a tvind- 
ing staircase, which led to the bottom of the' tower, 
as I intended to go from thehde into the hall of the' 
castle, and then proceed by secret ways, which were 
knov^n only to myself^ my father; and his followers, 
to the entnince of an extensive subtei'rart^us pas- 
sagie, through which we might ^cape without danger 
of being pursued, it going a considerable distance? 
under ground. But Wh^n we arrived sit the bottom 
of this staircase, we wercf alarmed by the sound of 
footsteps approaching; and to prevent being disco- 
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vered| we were obliged to turn into a liUle room b^ 
the way side, where we waited until every thing was 
once more quiet. 

But we now began to feel the calls and ap- 
proaches of hunger 5 and searching about, fortu- 
nately discovered the door of a small closet, whicb 
Agnes, who was not so fatigued as myself, ad- 
vanced to open 3 but no sooner had she turned the 
latch, than, uttering a loud shriek, she flew to the far- 
ther end of the room, leaving me to conjecture what 
had thrown her into such a violent fright -, the cause 
of which was simple enough) a mouse, that had 
been busily employed there, disturbed by the open- 
ing the door, had sprang out between her fingers^ 
and she, fancying that it was some horrible spirit, 
had put herself into this terror -, from which she af- 
ter some time recovered^ and again ventured to ap- 
proach. There was luckily in the closet a consider- 
able quantity of biscuits and dried fruits, with some 
bottles of wine ; and having refreshed ourselves with 
these, and taken as much of the remainder as we 
could conveniently carry, with two torches to light 
us through the passage, through which I proi)osed 
to pass, it being quite dark, we waited all the rest 
of the day, until it was beginning to grow dusk, 
as I thought that was the best time to set out ; and 
then going from the room, we proceeded into the 
great hall, and from thence to the entrance of the 
passage, without meeting with any interruption. 
But just as we were about to try to lift up the trap- 
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door, a man lip^ared apph>tfchtng us ! I w^\€ty 
much frightened; suppositig it to be one of the 
Danes 5 biit when he came nearier, I yths' riailch re-* 
jorced to find thlit^it tyus one of liiy fatlier'S owh'fbl-' 
lowers, who alone had escaped the hands (5fth^ as* 
9&ilantSj and who,' perceiving ine frbni behind a' 
heap of stbned, which had before hidden him froni 
ottr view, had ci6me but in order to beg me to let 
htm aceonipany us 5 which I readily cdmplied with'; 
iAnd" we then endeavoured to lift uji the stone dodr, 
which, hot having been refmoved for many nrtonths, 
took US up sdme titne. At len^^h, however, we 
succeeded 3 and ha;vihg lighted' our torches, we 
descended the steps, replaced the dobr, and' slowly 
prtJceededalbngthfe gloomy path, which was broken' 
at shtort' intervals by heaps of eaHh, and great 
p6(t)lS of water ; and what with the dampness of 
tlftTplaee, the great draught of wind, and thii bats 
which had taken shelter in this gloomy solitude, 
whb, disturbed by the light, catiie fluttering and 
playing their wings kbout our ears, we'were several 
tifAe^ in danger of being left in t(l)tal darkness, 
trhtch if it'liad so happened, we mulst have stayed 
there, and perished With hunger, as it would have* 
beeir impossible for us to find our' way out, wis 
beftig scaWiely able' to go on with li^ht^. At length, 
hiowevel*, after encountering innumerable difficulties 
iktld ditemma^i We reached the end, and etnerged 
irittt' the open air, whel^e it was cohipletely'dark,' 
ACiith(^r inboil nor' siki^ appearing in the sky; and 
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the nun desfcended in torrents, so that we wem 
drenched through and through 5 and by the time we 
reached an old ruinous tower, two miles distant 
frbm the castle, were glad to get under the misen&i^ 
ble shelter it afforded ; and after supping on a part 
of the refreshment we had so fortunately brought, 
there we passed the night. There my two oompaaions, 
notwithstanding the uncomfortableness of cHir situa-^ 
tion, contrived to have an uninterrupted repose 5 
but as for myself, I was too much taken up with 
disagreeable reflections for that to be possiUe. To 
increase n^y misfortunes, the wind and rain came 
through the roof in a most grievous manner, so asi^ 
to be almost insupportable -, and I therefore hailed 
the first appearance of the rising sun, which, break- 
ing forth in all its splendour, dispersed the midts 
that had collected during the night, with pleasaie^ 
and, awakening my companions, we pursued out 
route. 

Days passed on without any thing remarkable 
happ^aing, we still journeying as fast as possible 
from the castle 5 when on the fourth day, a& we 
were crossing the forest> in which yoii, my lord/ met 
me, we were surprised by the sound of horses' §0^ 
and in a. few moments theknigly;, from; whose hand^ 
you delivered me; with above & score of his re-' 
tainers, made their appearance ; and no sooner paN 
ceived me, than they immediately gaUopped npv 
The meaning of this was, that the knight who com*^ 
manded the party wluch had attacked the castle/ en< 
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iag«d at my escaping, had come out with hi« fol-: 
lowers in pursuit of me ; and aa we, being on foot; 
proceeded > very slow, they being on horsebadc, and: 
going at full ^ed, performed what had taken us* 
1^ three days in part of one, and overtook- us as be* 
fore related. My man would have defended me 
against them 3 but he was soon overpowered, and 
skin 3 and the knight's followers, taking Agnes, 
carried her, in spite of her endeavours, away to a 
^tant part of the wood, liirhere, as she has since 
told tne, she wandered about until we came up, 
and todL her with UB. The knight then, nqtwith- 
irtanding the reakitance I made, carried me by force^ 
to the grass bank, on which you found me> where- 
he began making his profession to me ; which I re* 
fosing, he would have compelled me by force to 
comply with his abominable desires, h(id you not at 
that same moment rushed to my assistance, and de* 
livered me from his persecutions. 
« Here the Lady Isabel, for so she was named, con- 
ehided her account : and Sir Egbert, who had all; 
tilts time listened in silent attention and amaze-: 
ment, the nenquired of her if it was. her wish to con« 
tisane at his castle, or to go to that of any of her rela*; 
tbns ; as if she chose the former, she was extremely 
welcome to every thing that the castle affcmled, as* 
kmg as it was her pleasure to stay ; and if she pre- 
ferred the latter, he would himself escort her with 
a party of his followers. To which she replied, that 
as the. country was then in an extremely unisetfled 
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st^te> she should for the present prefer the fofmer* 
And Sir Egbert, who was ,sp e^ichdJQted with her 
beauty^ that he had fallen in love with her^ being^ 
90 w no longer able to restrain his exxiotions, he 
hastily tool: leave^ and retired to Im otirn apartment/ 
where he gave full vent to the violence of his 
passion. 

A week passed ont during whtcb time Sir E^t>ert 
regularly paid the Lady Isabel a visit every day ; and 
at the end of this time^^ finding she did jnot behave^ 
to him in a manner that indicated any dislike; but' 
on the contrary always conversed with an easy faibi- 
liarity that spoke very Jar from it, he resolved to de- 
clare his affections in due form. But lest the lady 
shpuld suppose that he intended, if ahft refused, to 
force her to a compliance, after the manner of the' 
knight from whom he had delivered her, he pre- 
viously addr^^sed hjer with the following speech. 
You must not supposci that when I declare the vio-' 
lence of my passion, 1 intend to force you into a 
compliance against your will. No, Lady Isabel, tf 
fate decrees that you should refuse my hand, it wiU* 
nevertheless npt abate my respect ; and I will eur 
deavour to make up in a small degree in the quality 
of a friend, what I had hoped for in that of a 
husband. To this the Lady Isabel replied, with a 
mqdest air, that she cou].|i I^estow her hand OQ no one 
with so much pleasure ^fid readings a3 himself, and 
that therjefore she ajc^'^pted his proposal. 

.Sir ^gbejTt rqjoii^d i^t t)ii^i apd immediately had 



21& 

preparations made to celebrate the occasion. A friar 
from a neighbouring monastery was procured to per- 
form the ceremony, and nought was heard for three 
whole days in the castle of Sir Egbert but the sound 
of festivity and rejoicings. But all at once this mer- 
riment was put a stop to, by the sudden appearance 
of a small Danish army, of about 800 men 3 which, 
surrounding the castle, closely besieged it. The at- 
tendants of the knight, from whom Sir Egbert had 
delivered the Lady Isabel, and whom he had left as 
he supposed dead, alarmed at the stay and long ab- 
sence of their master, went forth in search of him, 
and in a short time found him as he had been left ; 
but taking him up, and carrying him to the castle, 
he presently recovered his senses ; and enraged at 
the sudden interposition of Sir Egbert, which had 
thus completely disappointed him in his designs, he 
was no sooner quite well, than he determined to re- 
venge Mmself 5 and having procured the Lady 
Isabel's father, whom he had taken prisoner, to be 
secretly murdered, he hastily assembled his followers, 
and marched without delay with them to the castle 
of Sir Egbert, fully determined to raze it to the 
ground, and not to spare one mortal it contained : 
80 that this army was the knight with the whole 
body of his retainers. — Here Sir Francis was startled 
by a slight rustling, and then immediately after he 
heard the same noises and voices he had on the 
night before. A kind of involuntary suspicion en-* 
tered his mind, that his friend had been or would be 
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iBilpdered ; aiid,ai he found that it was near midnight, 
1^ retired to repose. 

, On the following day, SirEverard led his guest 
though the various apartments of the castle ; and, 
proud of displaying the ancient- remains of the 
grandeur of his ancestors, enlarged much on the 
differej^t trophies with which they were hung, and 
the elegance of the ornaments and decorations, 
spme of which had heen there for neaiiy three 
centuries. Images withQut heads, mutilated war- 
riors, and scarfs, which had been won at a tour* 
nam^nt.hy some valiant knight of the family, lay 
in different parts. When they arrived at the apart- 
ment beneath that in whiph Sir Francis had slept. 
Sir Everard passed, on -, and surprised at this circum- 
stance, lus guest asked him, with a seeming air of 
indifference, to what use they were ^propriated. 
To which he answered, that his kinsman. Sir Hum- 
phrey de Valence, had taken them in use fpr some 
purpose, which he was not acquainted withf and that 
as Sir Humphrey was a very jealous man, he made 
it a rule never to go into them, for fear of giving 
offence, if it should come to his ears. Sir Francis 
then enquired, what apartments were beyond his own, 
the doors^^ of which he had attempted in vain, to 
epi^;.and SirEverard told him, that they having 
secret comniunieation with those beneath, he laid 
himself under the same restrictions with regard to 
them ', but the keys were concealed somewhere in 
-his apartment, adod that if he wished to examine 
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them he might. As Sir Fraoicis tnade these ques* 
tions, he looked his host fiill m the face^ to try and 
see if there was anything in his countenance hy 
which he might trace the cause of the noises he had 
heard $ hut nothing appeared ; and he was fully con- 
vinced, that if any person was confined there, of 
which he had a strong suspicion, it was without the 
knowledge of Sir Everard* 

In the eyening, whep he retired to his chamber, 
he took the book from the shelf, and read the con- 
tinuation of the tale he had begun on the preceding 
evening, which went on as follows. " They forded 
the moat with which the castle was surrounded 5 and 
having gained a footing on the other side, attempted 
to scale the walls, but were repulsed by Sir Egbert 
with his followers. Thrice they attempted, and 
thrice they were driven back, leaving every time 
above a score of men behind them: till at length, 
finding it impossible to succeed in that way^ they 
turned their endeavours to another point, and en- 
deavoured to f(»rce open the gate. During this time 
Lady Isabel was seated in her apartment, in a most 
distressing situation. She heard the shouts of the 
assailants, and their attempts on the gate, and fan- 
cied every moment that it seemed to come down with 
. a hideous crash. She saw Sir Egbert and part of his 
followers descend from the battlements to the hall, 
' in order to oppose the assailants, in case they should 
succeed in their attempts ; and imagined that despair 
was pictured in their countenances > while Agnes, 
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instead of lessenings only increased her terrors, and 
stood trembling as pale as a spectre. At length she 
was relieved from her apprehensions by every thing 
becoming quiet : the Danes, finding all their endea- 
vours fruitless, had retired, and encamped tiiemselves 
around the walls of the fortress^ fully determined to 
starve the inhabitants out. But in this design they 
were fortunately hindered ; for a large detachment 
of the main Danish army having been completely 
defeated by a party of the British, who, sallying out 
of the fortress in which they were, cut the greater 
part to pieces, the knight Mras obliged to depart in 
haste with his followers to make up for the loss 5 
and two days afterwards Sir Egbert received intelli- 
gence from his royal master, saying that he was not 
dead, as was supposed, but in retirement, and order- 
ing him to repair, five days from that time, to Sel- 
wood, with all the force he could collect, that' being 
the place of rendezvous he had appointed for the rest 
of his nobility, to whom he had sent the like intel- 
ligence. 

Overjoyed at this unexpected news. Sir Egbert 
immediately prepared to obey the directions given ; 
and having collected with his own followers a 
troop of forty horsemen, he went on the appointed 
day to the place mentioned, and was one of the first 
to greet his sovereign on his re-appearance. A con- 
siderable number being assembled. King Alfred pro- 
posed to go in disguise, and thus penetrate into the 
mid$t of the Danish camp, to see if it was safe to: 



make «h attadc. Shr Egbert witoAd ftdn hare «e^' 
companied hfin ; but when they arrW^ ttt^th^ eot^' 
skirts of the ebtrenchtnehMi^ he desit^him tegid^' 
back, to prevent "the su8j[>idon tvhich two pei^bM 
beiti^ together might dcca^ibn ; at the sanie time re^' 
xninding him, that if the scheme was c^sicovered/ 
suid himself killed, he might yet live to revenge hif 
^esth, and raise ^te spirits of his Mien countrymen; 
Sir Egbert, who could not but acknowledge the 
Jttstiee of this reasoning, r^uetaxitly consented 3 imd 
leaving followed his master with his eyes ulntU'he 
^was quite out of sight, be took the road back to 
t;he place where bis fc^lowers were stationed. As 
Yke retraced the ground, a thousand Utir{Aeasant^ 
ideas crowded on his mind 5 and«not reileedng 
that <ihe Banish knight must of necessity be gone 
to join the aiiny, he feared lest, taking advan- 
tage ' of his absence, he might surprise the cas* 
tie in its d^enceless state, fmd carry off his wife. 
With these tormenting reflections he passed the 
time, until he got to his men, and then the busy 
scene before him drove them out of his head. 

On the following day King Alfred returned fVom 
his search; he had peaetrated to the very midst of 
the eamp, and been introduced to the |>resence of the 
Danish princes, before whom he hiad officiated as a 
harper ; and finding the Danish army entirely with-^ 
out order or discipline, from the supposition that all 
opposition to them was at an end, he marehed with' 
his forces without delay to Eddington, where he gwm 
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them battle; and they being seized with a panic «k 
the siujden appearance of an anny, when they sap^ 
posed «yery thing like a numerous body of troops 
was ei^rminated, were completely de f eated. In the 
middle of the engagement Sir Egbe^ enoounteredt 
^he Danish knight, and^ both being made fiiric^$ by 
different motives, a furious combat was bi^iin ; and 
at lengtb Sir Egbert laid him prostrate and breathless 
on the ground. After this. King Alfinad pmrsued the 
Daj;iestoj^oche9ter; which place h&vingbesiaged and 
taken, ^e there fi^ed his lesidenoe, and resolved to. 
rest ftom the fatigues of war. 

Sir Egbert, whom the bustle of a camp had hi* 
therto kept from, and restrained from mentioning, 
more domestic objects, now informed his sovereign, 
of his recent marriage with the Lady Isabel, and en^, 
treated permission to vbit her, and inform iier of his. 
safety ; which request was readily granted hiin : an4 
his master moreover invited him to bring her with 
him to court ; which Sir Egbert accepted j and 
setting out with twelve of his followers, arrived 
at the castle, and was received with the greatest de->^ 
monstrations of joy. As soon as the necessary pre- 
parations could be made, they set put on their, jourr^ 
ney to court, where they lived for a year without 
any interruption : but at the end of that time the 
Lady Isabel beg^n to feel a wish to know what was. 
becon^ of her father, of whom she had neyer rer«. 
ceived any tidings. Sir Egbert lUcewise had the 
same desire 3 and having obtained leave, on pretenca 
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off Tisitiii^ tbeir own domain^ to 1^ absent feoih cbuit 
fyt seven daytf> thejr set out with ten attendants'. 

On the erening of ^ secolid day they arrived it 

€he gate of the count's casUe^ and knocked loudly*, 

l>ut no one came; and after waittng for the spk:e 

of a quarter of an hbury they knocked agtdh. At 

length; after a considerable time had idaipsedV an old 

UToman appeared at the sj^kehole of an adjoinin'g 

"fower, and demanded^ in a shrill tone of Voic^^ 

Tvhich was echoed through thek]joiiiingbattlement9» 

iNfh«t they wanted ; to which they repUed> Shdter 

for the night : and af^er mdch perambulation and 

conference^ they were admitted, and conducted to 

an apartment, in which was a rbasting fire, by th6 

side of which were two meii^ and at the farther end 

i^tood a table, witb the supper : and SirBgbert could 

not help remarking to himself, that the Hwo tnen 

iegarded them with seeming distrust and sus|]/icioi]f, 

and frequently whispered to each other, thougB 

Iknowtng" they could not do any thing acgaiinst so sii-^ 

period a number^ they concealed H aa^ much as they 

possibly cbuld. 

After this, supper #as bc^gUn ; and being ended, 
die old woman conducted them to their apartmefnt • 
but as she went along. Sir Egbert observed her to 
tremble most violently to such a degr^; that she 
eould scarcely hold the candle 3 ahd ovt a sudden a 
slight cracking at a short distanlce frighteiied l^r iii 
such a manner, that thmwkg doiVn the Ifj^ht^ shii 
flew to the farther end of th^ paiSsage^;- So that Sir 



Sg^H ahd hist followers cetQd' scarcie r^eirain fro 
lougbt^ ) bu« l^tdng leet tliey shotsid give offeniee, 
tkief TCBtmned t^msebres utita they wcte got Ihto 
tlteirnxmi ; wMete, sealhig tttcmse-lves, theywaited 
tilleveiy tbuig was quietj sfid when S5r Egbert 
thought «^ery one in the castle aflieep; they got up, 
und faBSed fblrth tdwatrds the Tooni i» whicbrth^ mea 
titfit belongied to the castle sklpt. But previcrtislytti 
thisilhey bad hetl^ strange vbkes ' in Ihe room that 
a4JoiiMd^ for wbieh they^ eouldiii ira wise aceoont^ 
sad this Sei^Ved thein a^ a pretext ; so having % 
^eou^ed thie< tl^o meni they aw<te them, aadi saidV that 
Ihey had heard strange, uiicommon, and imaccotittt 
able noisesy and that therefor^ > they had arisen 
enqiuiiethe cause, which they must insist on know** 
ing. To which ohe of themenr repHed, that it was 
ghost \ : Hiat' the Danish^ lAiighthid caused the li< 
)>lemany;to :whom>th^ easl^ie formerly^ b^lomged, 
be nMirde«ed)»aod that 4!¥er since the apartments 
thereJiad been haunted biy his ghost, afid in eonse- 
quence of this .wei^ locked up; but that if^ theyF 
wished to see th^, b^ could shew thj^m/thretighv 

The lady I$ab€yi,.e%t><^ng that her fiath<e^had'b^ik 
muirdared^'bad «wooaed away, and it wassonote'tittie 
before ^ reoe»yered'} but^ when she did» 'she< insisted 
QAaccompaayikig ^r Egbert in^ hSs Search: tHey 
ihersfore took the way to thesfe* apartoi^ats. Ott 
l^nlpeking thedoor of the outei« one^ they U^ 
much amased tofind ia it the riemains of a firei 
"frheji^theinan had aliinaed > that iti had not been inu 
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l^btted for above a year and ahalfiialtbefarttkior 
end was an open door> i^id going op tbey enieve^ Hi 
,i¥hen their astonishment n^as still moire increasedf 
fcy beholding a knight in arwour^ appareiM^ly c^sliSQi^ 
on a kind of low sofa, and whom the ipan np. sooner 
perceived^ than he uttered a Ipud exclamation^ tha$ 
.that was the ghost of the fnurdered count. With thp 
^ooide he made he awoke the knight -, who, raising 
luii^self up, discovered tl^ he was the count him^" 
self ^ and not his spirit^and who was equalljr surt 
|[>risfed witl^ themselves to behold his daughter^ 

After eniquiring what had brought them thither, 
jihe eAtreated him in return to relate in what miMi^ 
jiei; his life had been saved : and the attendants 
beix^ withdrawn, he complied^ and began as fol^ 
lows. T ' 

After being taken prisoner by the Danes, Iwaf 
confined in one of the dungeons for a whole montby 

during: which time I saw no living sold, save a man 

• 

who used d^ily to bring me a loaf of br^ul and a 
pitcher of water -, who, thrusting them through ttie 
iron grfttipg by means of a long pole, departed again 
without uttering a jingle sentence. Oftentimes did 
I f«a4^Your,to drawfrom him a few syllables, but in 
vain I he preserved a most strict and rigorous si^ 
lenoe. My dungeon was beneath this tower, and at 
l^th ends there was a square grating of iron, one of 
whii^ih: admitted air and lights and the other looked 
ipto ai^other cellj still more dark, dismal, and gloomf 
than my own, and to which fortunately no key cpuld 
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be foimd; dse 1 should have had my residence there:- 
i^d one nighty as I was lying fast asleep> I was sud- 
denly awakened by being pulled 4bout in a very 
rou^ manner; and looking up, you may easily 
imagine my surprise^ to bdiold myself beneath the 
gripe of an ill-looking ruffian^ who stood over me 
with 'his sword drawn^ and seemed just on the point 
of murdering me. I attempted to residt, but> lo ! 
my htinda were botind fast. I attempted to cry out, 
but my mouth was gagged : in short, I was cbm^ 
pletely defenceless. The Tufiian*s sword was already 
Upraised, and descending rapidly to give the fetal 
stroke; wheh oh a sudden a light w^as thrust through" 
the tnn^r gratings and the fellow, supposing it was 
fC ghost, or some supernatural spirit, imniedioiely 
fefseok me, and fled, while I remained standing, and 
hardfy knowing ivhat to make of it; till in a little 
timiB anothei' man entered, who, having undone the 
cofd^ wlth^ which my hanclis were tied, informed me, 
that hhnself and the other had been hired by" the 
Bftriislk knight, into whose htods 1 had fallen, to 
murder me 5 but that abhorring the deed, he had d^ 
tennined to prevent it j and knowing the other tb he 
of a superstitious turn, he had taken the method be» 
fbre described. But what amazed memorethanany 
thing was, that he contrived to gain adinittancef to 
the inner dungeon^ ad how he had I could not con-^ 
cjeftre^ but he told mey he had got in through a breaeh 
itf th^ v^My elnd that his master had required him to 
SheiHhe prooHs of his having killed me| bnt-thathe 



y^ovi^ dtfthfy bim fay statnitlg hk tiMd im Ih^ 
hhod of an oac. H^ like^ria^ tdM itf^^ iStM if I 
w&k«d &e CDul(f iet mtr live iif the i^artittekitd abote, 
8^ n I iblltyv^tdf ittipHcHIt^ Ms dkections : atdd as 
Itms ^atH enough to leave my misen^ie duDge)i>nf> 
fie took me out of it thert; and told me'> ait I had' t& 
db- trad t6 make strange n\oiBes> and shew fights M 
tie dlfffti^nt windows, which wbnld raise a 0U|>post- 
tion l^t it was haunted -, that he wbuld entcourtigiBr 
ttee report^ andsufi}^ me' with every thing necessary 
tb^i^e ooinfbrttfble 5 t^&leh was a thing easy'enoiil^gh. 
hef being ehief stewturd : andeter since t have laid 
V^e, laeptng n{> the nnises and lights, and have 
met wi^ no dlisturbanbe until tb-nii^it> when t wW 
aWtStenedhy youf entrance.'* l^hns^ concluded the^ 
dOunf s nWira^Tie y and^Sit £gl>en and'his'lhdy live# 
ifuuafjr y^ts in' mdhtettnpt^d fjpdty' and' haiipioes?. " 
Here iD« tale cttd dudted *, and Sir fVank^is^ having; 
nqi^lhced lite bo6k on^ the idielf, pttt his^ehidf^ iti ib- 
lHi0ee;aild was* about tb extinguish his^ lightly whw 
He^ heanl a- tititie behind the wafniscotf, WlUch conL^ 
vmced' hfiin' that some one Was' endeavoiurihg to o|>en 
tiedoor thrOttghWhichtlte figure had apt>^a:red 3 and 
hflt de«mfiined^ to watch Whom it might be: fcit 
tttis purpose iher^rehe (Conceded himBd^behind' 
fittrt of the tai^try, whlich was' particulaiiy ragg^ 
in^d decayed; and through wMidii he mightTsee with- 
oti^hetng seen. Bat he warin a ihost pei>plexing 
cRl^ttitthpSr to' conceal his li^ty ai^ if the figure^ 
siMiNUfit, il^ woiddknow there m^st' be ihhahUaata: 
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either, ia or near, the apartment^ and would no doub^. . 
imi^edia^y disappear^ as it had done the time l)e- 
fore. Hpvireyer> after a moment*8 consideration^ h^ 
placed it. behind one of the window curtains, and 
then hastily retired to the situation lie had chosen. 
He had but just time to effect his purpose, when the 
tapestry picture was lifted up, the door behind wl^iqh 
it concesded opened, and the figure came put ^caetlf-- 
as before. To the great dist^ppointip^nt pf Sir 

Francis, its vi^r was down -, and as it dowly pa^ 

the room it uttered deep groans; then^ suddeid^ 
raising its voice, it exclaimed. Ye pow^rp^ p{ 
heaven^ ye disposers of all things, how long will y« 
suffer tyranny and injustice to triumphi and inno^ ' 
cence and virtue to be trampled under foot[ A^ Mi^ 
spake, it ut|«red a hollow sigh> and the spundsi^. 
peared familiar to the ear of Sir Francis j and len^* 
ing forward to take a nearer view» he caused the 
tapestry to shake with some degree of violence. Tbe^ 
figure started, and, casting an apprehensive glaoee 
around the apartment^ hastily retired through ,ihe^ 
dopr, and, closing, it, immediately disappean^^ ,. 
JS^r Franpis^ astonished and amazed^ c^une hpvf^ 
his concealmeiit, and determined^ tp takcjadyaja^t^g^, 
of the permission Sir Everard had given .hin»> jfcpi 
search the i^par^mept b^ypnd his ,owp.,:, ^uf af jt|^> > 
night was then., far advanced, be postppned. i^,: 
search to the followijng one.:, when, afjter a dlUg!^.. 
search^ he fpund the keys in one cprnery amii)#t a. 
k^r Pf rubl^ish, ^tiemely pipitiidy, >.wd ,c^iei?d^ 
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^^^*Mh nist. After extricatfng them froni the rabbiisl^ 

^^^kli^hfch they were surro^nded/he apjfiKiBd bne 

o€ them to the door to which it belonged, And eii-^ 

deftvoared to open it ; but the lock, betng rusty and 

stiff fix^iki not haTfng beeh opetied !br a length of 

'^ni^^ resisted Ms attempts. Twice he was on the' 

pmiit of giving it up as a fruitleeas trial ; and'^then;' 

r<te^^«"«ring bis coarage and strength, he t^ed again* 

llie tMrd'time it yiekled, and> cmckhag batck with 

ck^RM^ble noise, cante open, and discbvered to his 

vi(ew-d ndiffk and dismal apartment, at the farther* 

end of which stood a hdlinet, sword, and sl^ld y 

a#d aisSif* Francis lifted np the latter t6 examine it, 

he^seoVered beneath a roll of piarchment, on whichr 

waiB t^ fo^bwihg inscription : / wfumsaev^ chetnce^ 

dgritets^ to JindikU parehmefit, take wnipassiott' on thei 

vi^pfU of'Oppr&skn and injustice. And W^enge tkelr^ 

wni^ on ihe person of the monster, Bumpkrey dt Va»' 

U^cBi ••'■• -• ^ ^ > ' ■ - • ■ ' ■ ■'■• '- -■■ ■ •• 

-'8ir I'ri(ncis> having now his suppositions, thfi^^ 
whatever evil was in thb apartn^ents below, if there 
was any, wad occasioned by Sir Hmnphrey, 
dftUigbd iilto a( certainty, he carefully folded up the 
pffiNiisaisnt> ihesolvhug to keep it as a men&orial, and 
th^ #ent 'idoiig the side of the apartment, in 'the 
ciMte^f which Stood a lahc^; and as he lifted it 
ft^tt its' place to examine it, he was startled by a^ 
n^lS^taft the (bt^er end ^ and looking around, fancied* 
h^ dsW'^eofthepi^^ites, Wbich'Wto-plficed with 
it#fi^)it%> the« wally^ove. ' As^ he remained writh 

a3 



aj38 

kis ^es fiKed» and moliaiifess, « figorci hi wldtesoi^ 
denly darted out from bekuidj and^ gMdiag jwiftlf 
along, disappeared almost in a moment. 

Sir Francis, though entirely free fnm, t&e8npe^ 
ttition with which those days were obseured, lelial 
this time a kind of insupportiU^le tortor ; and stsf* 
gering out of the «^partment into hid own, he feU os 
a seat, and remained for some time nearly stapifiei 
At length, however, reoofv^ing, he once more vsb? 
tared in ) and going to the place where the iom 
had vanished, he found an open door, which M 
into a little apartment about sixteen yards squaes } 
and in this there was a large dos^ Sir Fvan^ 
searched minutely every thing in both, in hopes o( 
findii^ the communicsition which Sir Everard hs4 
oientionedi as by means of that he thoughi it nol 
unlikely but he might discover th^ cause of the^apr 
peaiances, he had se^. But he could no where dis- 
cover any vestige of it : and just as he was about to 
dapturt, his f6ot struck against sofuethii^ bfurd in Ae 
floor ; and on looking down, hp perc^v^ a piec^ ^f 
iron across one of the planks. It immediately, f^tn^ 
hsm, l^t tiiis might possibly havfiiQieething to dp 
with what he was in search of ; and presaingon j|gr 
the bpfurd slid back, apd discovered tp h^ia. vi^^^ 
aperture large enough to adi)ait a single iM^pppn^ 
and to it was ^foed a rope la4dsr, earsefiplly ipQirt 
up. He therefore unfurled it; and, taking hiaJ^t 
in one hand, he descended with gfeat cau^q^ lest^ 
the wind should blowout his candle^ aoydhiic^ietrbe. 



^29 

left in tdtal diurkness. At lehgth Me aitived ikt the 

bottom^ iind found himself in a spacious closet> tt* 

actly the same as above> the window 6f which was 

of painted glass, biit nearly broken to pieces, and 

the wind in consequent^ whistled through, arid 

came in such violent gusts, that Sir Francis wiis 

terily obliged almost to burn himself in holding his 

haM before the candle. The door erf the closet 

tmfbrtiinately, to increase his misfbrtunes, was shut; 

aiiM so fast, that it Was impossible to open it with 

one hand only ; so that after deliberating which wa^ 

preferable df the two, to continue his search at the 

Ivatard of being left in darkness, or return without 

^fng any further, he determined on the former ^ 

i^ placing the light on the table, applied iill his 

united efforts and strength to the door, and at last 

stLcceeded In pushing it open ; and fortunately dui^ 

fAg ^^ time he was so engaged, the gusts of wind 

Bomewhat abated their yiolence, so that his l^'ht 

"Was not, as he expected^ put out ; and taking it up, 

he weht into the room, which was of exactly the 

same size and dimensions as the one that was abov^. 

' Here he stopped a few moments to rest himself, 

shd tecover fh>m the fatigue of hiis exertions in 

opefting ttke door ; and he thought it was divested 

of the dreary and dismal look which the rooms 

abote had, and that it appeared as If it had been 

Very lately inhabited. He looked towards the door 

l^t opened inwards to another apartment, and was 

xhach amazed io see a light through the key-hole 
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: He therefore got np, and, softly approaching 
thought he could plainfydistiiigttish voices witbin 
and not doubting hut it was the person confme» 
there^ tried to open it^ but found it was locked; OEi^csDn 
the inside : and his attention was soon taken fronci^ «m 
that to a most direful calamity -y the wind on a-sudEi^d- 
den caiQe in a most vio^nt ^manner, put out hlK^nis 
light > and blew the door that opened to the ^hiiii ^"rot 

'«hut ; so that Sir Francis was in a very terrible ^Ik -si- 
tuatiop> and knew not whicli way to turn for fear osi^vof 
falling over the tables and chairs. He at le 
however, groped his way along the wall, and-b/^cDj 
feeling about found the door^way; and it hma^^-^ 
puce been opened, it was not at all difficult to dos^^-^so 
i^ain. Sir Francis found his way to the lad|lei^^> 
as<;ended it, replaced tlie board in its proper 
and, hastily crossing the apartments into his ow 
locked the 4oor : and having relit his lamp, he 
amined the other 3 but there was in it nothing re 
niorkable ^ and, fatigued with hb search^ he thise' 
himself on the couch, and enjoyed an unin 
repose until morning. 

After this, Sir Francis stayed at the castle of Si 
£verard five days, and at the end of that time pio 
posed that they should set out on their jofiimeyj 
which his host readily assented*: and luxK>rdii^y.^' 
early one morning they set out. Sir Everiurd having' 
with him one attendant, and Sir Francis tiding, tr^ 
replace his old servant, who was, as has already 
been represented, killed in the combat witb the rar— 
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£aii8, as he was recovered from his wounds^ and 
appeared a very honest fellow, the man whom they 
liad saved from destruction, by bringing along with 
ttem, and whom we shall hereafter call by the name 
€>f Michael. 

After journeying four days, they arrived early in 
Hie evading, and just as the bell of a neighbouring 
convent tdled six, at a village which was conti- 
guous to the castle of Sir Philip 5 and having left 
their horses and attendants at the cottage of a 
peasant, who hospitably invited them to take shelter 
for the n%ht, they proceeded to the cell of a ve- 
nerable abbot } who, having had the monastery of 
which he Wias superior broken open, and pillaged, 
fay a band of desperate ruffians, the monks who 
composed his society murdered, and himself escaped 
with his life with difficulty, was reduced to the 
^eatest poverty, and would have perished, had it 
not been for the benevolence of Sir Philip, who had 
procured him this cell, where he had lived ever 
sittce4 When they arrived at the gate of the grass- 
plot that was before the door. Father Peter, for this 
was the name of the abbot, arose to welcome them ; 
and when they were seated on a stone bench be- 
neath an Arbour of jessamine, the two knights en- 
* quirM 9mf the wel^Eure of Sir Philip, and whether 
~ he wad slSU aMve. To which he replied, that about 
five y^ai% ago. King Edward summoned him to attend 
% hkn in an expedition against the Scots, who were 
Ihen^ nftkking great inroads under their chieftains ; 
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f^^ tl)fMu9pQpr4ii^l7 b9 w^nt^ /itlie^died by ^U Us vi 

p^ wJbkQ COU14 C9^ 9inm - ^tot d i^^port fe^ 
ig[>y£a4x)f bi^ iuivii^ b^n killed in a skirmish 

retinue be took out ever came back> it couU iv>l 
con.tx^c;|b^, tf^OUgb AQt 9Aly tfffi^, but 

Ptbj^r^^ ^H^p^t^ b^ bad not opiofte to so &ir w 
fu} jtwp ,miesae«igcirs jpfterwandii ,fUT^ W^n^* 
Ihea^wyiKliSr^ return iq a few 4a7». $oii 
i;)|; ruJSm^ y/^T^ obs^i^^ hiking abmit tbe vji 

][$^ ;^Qd cp^tim><sd ^9ff^ for » ^b^te ^p!)^ $ At 

ei[^d Qf jf bipb time .^bey w ##uAiem di^>pttpre4 
Wd ir^CfiS pf bloo<J liavijgig b^i^ )^^n ifli ib^ f^iml, 

wbicb yPH may D^poilieot bpid^^rn itib^ le^at^. il 

^^l^r^y b«li^y#d tbM b« b94 Imf^ voxvp^f^f^ 

Shortly aft^r tbis^ Sir Hwmpbw^ d€ y*te»«(l, 
p^htfiU Mrof tbe iioxQ»i», ijfip^ d9l"^n tp 1«ke 

^essipji of the cattle ; lu^d brpugbt with bim »«i»t 

feUowiB jnej^fy fts illrlppkip^ W tbojp i^k^ h9d m^cieaaiitly 
feen in thp Fil^age, Imxx^^ly 9'i^Tif^c\9»iSi^ ie^ 
the state pf thie things topj^ p|w^ \ a)l tb« oW tfr» 
pa^ts whp ixihe^ijted %H .cott$\9B(| raui^it^ gJ9HII9d^ 
received orde^:?; to ^uit jtbism, md V^ei* l^fil«(9iicl bf 
creatmres of Sir Humpbrfsy. Tb« ^;a«jtlift girt«^ wM^h^. 
had fpriPP^rly b^^A ppened tP «U 9tiio|i^i;»^^4 penMm»> 
19 distress, i^as now sbM^ ag»Ui0|t v^^ wich J^fsmm^* 
^4 l^v|iry thing wa^ one gPl^linual noepi^ x)f i}q(^ 
^oiifusiop^ wd deb^wchcry. M tb^ tme <iC Sir 
|*hilip> depwture, h}s lady WW fiur vbwiftfd »i 
pre^^nfuxcy^ gji^d it wi^ expected daify tbfi^tsH^VVHUA 
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4ie ikUvclr^i aJT sn i&fbnt ; whieh had it been bdrn, 

fuid Urvedy wtoiild iMive eifectuiSty put « stop to the 

«d«ioM of Sir Hutinpbrej ^ but on a sudden it was 

jg^eamtt that she had been seised with a violetit 

^ver«i»d ddtfriuci^ occai^icHied by excessire gtief, 

^and ^M deadv and a very splendid fnnend was 

^vcd»» OS if it had really been so. As if it had really 

h«en iw } atid Sir Francis. And have you any rea- 

jBona^or believing it was mot so } Many ^rery strong 

ones, actsweied Father Peter : for instance^ it was 

well Hnown thfoughout the village, that before the 

amval^pf Sir Humphrey, she supported her loss with 

greitt S^rtitvde and fifmaess ; and it appears rather 

eKtIrfiordinary, that just at the time, even had it been 

&r more vlokat, that it ini^t be supposed to have 

]mt i&at greatisr part of its first impression, it should 

eone on with double Ibroe in sncb a manner as to 

de^^e hi^ of existence. 

B^ td retilm to the account I was giving you. 
nie pomp and sliew displayed on the occasion was 
reiilly ridicuidtts in a high degree. There went on 
esiA $lde of the hearse a long row of Sir Humphrey's 
feUow^rSy dressed up in habits that but ill accorded 
with thebr frightful aspects and saVage look. In 
dhort, it deemed more as if it was devised for 
bii^t^, than lor such a mournful purpose 5 and 
tbrverypeaiBants ^xpi«essed their astonfehment Und 
wofnddr. Id the mean tiine a rumour was whispered 
abroad, iSiat the southern vring of the casde was 
hautited; and some ^en ventujred to affirm/ that 
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,,lbey. kad seen Lady Valence's ghost all in wUte 
<!ro8s the aisle of the chapel, which is situated at 
that end. The countenance of Sir Humphrey was 
always clouded with perpetual gloom, and a (hsmal 
frown was settled on his brow. He heard with the 
.greatest anger and wroth these reports, and swore 
in a passion, that if they did not immediately cease, 
he would inform the Prince of Wales of them, and 
speedily revenge himself on the author of them j a 
^hreeit, which he had it in his power to executCi as 
lie was so much in favour with the young Prince, 
that he could through him procure means and per- 
mission to do almost any thing that he chose. This 
menanoe, therefore, he thought would be sufficient 
io silence them at onee : but though it hindered it 
from being so generally talked of, as it would other- 
wise have been, it could not entirely prevent its 
being rumoured about; and the general topic of 
conversation among the peasantry, when there was 
no- danger of being overheard, was the strange i^ 
pearanees at the castle. At length, afler remaining 
here five months. Sir Humphrey, to the great joy of 
every one in the neighbourhood, became tired bf 
the castle, and letting it to the Baron Fitzclarence, 
departed to one oi his other estates. A short time 
f^ter, the Baron, with his wife and family, consist- 
ing ioi two sons and one daughter, came down, 
and have continued here ever since, endeavouring 
to make up by their cfaaritaUe actions and benevo* 
; l&kce for the loss of our form^ eaccellent Ijxdt 
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• Here Father Peter finished his aec^nty and the 
two knights expressed their grief in* a very forcible 
manner on hearing of the death of Sir Philip aiid 
his Lady: and as it was growing dusk, they took 
leave of the abbot, and, departing from his cell, re- 
turned slowly to the cottage, where they had left 
their horses and attendants, where they passed the 
night. And the next morning began to deliberate 
what course they shpiUd pursue ; and as they had 
now attained the chief object of the journey, that of 
knowing what was become of Sir Philip, they re- 
jcdved, after paying, a visit to the Baron, to return 
home. Accordingly,^ that same morning they set 
out for the castle, whe^re they were courteously re- 
ceived by the Baron 5 who would not suffer them to 
depart, until they had promised to visit him at some 
future pedod 3 and from him they had a repetition 

-of the same account Father Peter had given them, 
»cept that he omitted those parts which were dis- 
graced to Sir Humphrey, whom he feared to in- 
cense, if it should come to his ears. And at length, 
the two knights, liaving with difficulty disengaged 
themselves from his pressing entreaties to stay, de- 
parted, and set out on their journey homewards, 
without any misfortunes befslling them. 
. They arrived at the castle of Sir Everard onee 
more, where, to their great suiprise, they found Sir 
Humphrey de Valence, who had oome quite unex- 
pectedly, with some of his retainers, in their absence, 
andrhad continued there ever 8ince« As Sir Francis 
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wasereesiag the great hall> he perceived two ill -look- 
ing men standing on one side of it *, and he cotdd 
jBcarcely believe his ears, When^ on enquirihg of his 
host, he found they were the attendants of Sir 
Humphrey. He f di an irresistible horror anddis- 
llkeatthe man who could employ su(^h mui^erodts 
looking wretches, and associate himself with ikkttii, 
iBAid endeavoured, as mueh as pdssHily lay in Ms 
|)iower> to avoid ai^d keep from his company $ and 
as Sir Humphrey had certun reasons for doing fh^ 
tame, and behaving in a like manner to Sir FraAr 
€ts, they but seldom met. Sdll, however, bdn^ 
both under the same roof, they could not avoid 
doing it sometimes ; and then Sir Humphrey kept a 
gloomy silence, unless obliged to speak, in order tO 
answer the questions which were asked him* 

Thus the time passedon, when one night, after Sir 
Francis was flaat asleep, he suddenly was awakened 
by a violent noise proceeding fh>m the room be- 
neath } the voices which, on the nights before wheh 
he had heard them, were only very MtA at lotldesC, 
were now to be heard quite plain, and apparently in 
loud contention. Presently there arose a terrible 
dashing of arms, as of two Anions combatants; 
and which after some titne gradually died away: 
then, 4fcs he was Msteni^g with the greattest attenticm 
and amazement, they came once more in hearing, 
and approaching nearer and nearer, appeai^ to 
come close behind the door which was in the wain- 
jBtcot, and through which the figure had appeared. 
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TImi i^oiees wore nam la phin tktd near^ that M 
thoiigbt he oould dielifigfuith thut of Sir Humphrey ; 
imd i«oQ]le0tiihg that he bed in? the evening dedai^ it 
hit ialeatmi t^ go and ammge somethii^ in Hm 
roomtithifi oonfinnedlkisk in what he had at first only 
wnpedgd . TlMoth^cToice appealed by lU tone to he 
lltteilin^hUleriepi^oachea; and preamtly both these 
amlthedaahtngofarxttientirdyoeaeed. Adeadrilenoi 
fpgwMied^ ati4 sometyug Ml with a heavy onuh aa 
it were downr a flight df atwrsf a deep and hollow 
glMH aAceeeded> and immediately after two hmd 
4tfj«ka« i*very thing waa then for some time quite 
aitflin^ wlMlil votcea were again distingtiiahalile: they 
ho^eyim^ Momi eeaaed, and nadikig more famt tiie 
^Qimd of foolatepa^ apparency going away^ wae 
heard for that night 

' On ^he following day. Sir iVaneia Minted what he 
had btf oitt aeeoj at whldL^SirEyerard was mmeli 
Mnafeed^ and tmtiiinktngiy mentioned it to Sle 
Hfimi>btey> w1m» atithat moment entered. It ia very 
ntifipy^ ytity atraoge indeed^ said thelcaight, thaS 
1, eopi^ ha^e^ao apartmeiyc^ bui what ia auapeeted 
tphefort)i6pocpoae/of harfaomingspiriu ; andcaat^ 
ing at Bkt'BnMusk^ a scowling look, out he went in m 
violent wradi> leaving Sir E^verant- in gsaat perplex^ 
ity atid astoQishmeat : aod that very same day SH 
0uinphve|c.caaie to his boat, and begged, that he 
VOuld. remove Sir Franois to. mother apartmicsit; in^ 
^innalingat/the same time, .that if every ali|^ noke 
Mft his apai^tniMnta was constnUed into groaasy ahri^; 
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voices. And cfadiimg' oi^ arms, it tcagbn giW rise U^ 
BUBpdcioiiB yeryinjuvioiis to blm ; and tbattber^or^^^ 
he flhoiildtake it as a very great fai^nr, if h&wov^ - 
comply withius request. Sir Everafd, Chovigb ▼< 
much against this, was yet foreed to comply, 
no paeticukr reason to -oipposeto it j «nd aocordkigty — ' 
one WB» got seaiiy^ exacdy on the oppomte^de iA 
thecoutt in.wfaicli the ftMrmer- was situate. = 

When Sir Eraaois retired, happening by chance- 
to lGK>k out of the casemmt, he was much amaaedtc^ 
see a glimmering light at the farther isnd^ wbicii'fi^oitta^ 
it« situation hevwas certain must proceed^ tern the 
apartments undevneath. that which he heMne ooco^'' - 
pied V imd wtiic^^ after waving backwards amd fm-^ 
wards for some shortispace of time, appr6»a<^ied;'sM,^ 
coming nearer and nearer, went close under his 
windows ^ when, by the glare it threw around, he 
distinguished two men, whom he immediately re- 
cognized to be Sir Humphrey's, and a young lady 
in white, whom he ^fiuicied: jos exactly like the 
figure he ha4 seen glide swiftly along on the evening 
of his search in. the apartments : one of the men 
carried the light, cund the other conducted the lady } 
and, watching them, he could perceive that they 
went towards the drawbridge, which one- of the men 
lowered \ when the other taking the light, and hav- 
ing safely crossed it with the lady, the one on the 
inner side drew it up again to its proper situation/ 
and went into the castle. -Sir Francis watched the 
light, until it was hid from view amongst the trees 
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of the shrubbery which surrounded the castle^ and 
then layiiig himself on the couch^ fell asleep : and« 
dl^^ted at the rude and uncivil behaviour of Sir 
Humphrey, who, ever since the unfortunate men- 
tioBing of the appearances and noises by Sir Eve- 
s*ard, had rendered himself more unpleasant and dis« 
«^eeable than ever, he three days after ordered Mi-^ 
^hael to saddle their horses, and departed for his 
own bome, notwithstanding the pressing importu- 
nities of Sir Everard> who entreated him to stay a 
few days longer at his castle. 

-lAfter two days they arrived home > and Sir Fran<^is 
was joyftdly received by his housdiold, with a whole 
tribe of the ne^bouriag peasantry, who were as-^ 
senpkt^ed tc^ welcome him on his return . 
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CHAPTER IL 

About ten years after this. Sir IVancis recollecting 
the promise he had made to the Baron Fit2ckrence 
of paying him a visit at some fatnre period^ and i» 
he was now beginning to grow old and infirm, re^ 
solved to set out and pay it at once, and then- spend 
the remainder of his life in peace and quietness. 
Accofdingly early one morning he set out, iatteilded' 
by Michael, who was now from hii? dilijgence and at' 
tention become a very great favourite. At the end of 
seven days they arrived at the village, through which 
they passed without stopping, and proceeded* to the 
cell of Father Peter. 

The abbot received Sir iVaftcis with a hearty wel- 
come 5 and, after enquiring after his welfare, intro- 
duced to his notice an interesting youth, of appa- 
rently between fifteen and sixteen ; whom Sir IVan- 
cis no sooner saw, than he fancied he was the exact 
image of his friend Sir Philip -, and a secret prepos- 
session and influence drew him as it were towards 
him in so forcible a manner, that, taking Father 
Peter aside, he proposed to take him under his pro- 
tection^ and make him as one of his family -, to 
which the abbot readily consented, well knowing, 
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^at ^^th such a protector as l^r Frands he wkytiM 
be much m6re likely to procure a good re<!?eptibil aft 
courts and in the worlds than if he coi^tinued with 
himself. But iirst> said he^ it witt be both proper 
and necessary to inform you oi the little I kftoW 
concerning him« and deliver into your hands som'e 
valuable jewels and other articles, which are his 
property, and which may one day be ne<:essary t6 

' 6et forth and shew his claim to that high station and 
rank in life, which 1 am convinced, by niimc^rous 
combining cii'cumstances, he was designed to fill. 

As to the matter of His birth, I am with that 
wholly unacquainted 5 but the peasant, from off 

"whose hands I took him^ informed me, that brie 
evening, as he was returning from his day's labour, 
he was surprised to see something lying under a 

- - ' " - , 

bush^ by the side of the river, which you may recol- 
leel; runs close under the castle, along through the 
estate of Sir Philip 5 and that on approaching It; he 
found it to be a large basket, which he took up, and 
carried home to his wife ^ and thdt on opetiing the 
covering, with which it was quite covered over, they 
were, greatly amazed to find it contained afi in* 
fant, fast asleep j beside which ivas a note, Pegging 
whoever found the child to take care of it, as, if 
ev^r it was restored to the possession of w'hicli 
H was the rightful owner^ it would have it in its 
power to rey^rar^d them more than adequate for fhe 
trouble and expence of bringing it up : and thai a^ 
he hfad at that time no fkmily of his own, he readilf 
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kept it ', but since that time> his wife having had se- 
veral children, and he being in great distress, I about 
eight years ago took Edward, which is the name of 
the youth, to Mre with me -, and at that time the 
peasant, who had before kept him, delivered to nas 
some jewels, which he said were in the same basket 
with him» and which were those I before spoke of. 
So saying, the abbot drew forth from a drawer a small 
casket, which was very richly engraven ; and delivering 
it into the hands of Sir Francis, with the note, and a 
very beautiful diamond necklace, they went out of the 
inner apartment : and Sir Francis, going towards Ed- 
ward, informed him of his intentions concerning him, 
and that he must henceforth consider himself as one 
of his family ; at which he appeared much rejoiced, 
and, thanking him a thousand times, prepared to 
accompany his benefactor on his visit to the castle. 
Sir Francis having conversed a little with the 
abbot, and every thing being ready, they took leave 
of him, and ^et out. Edward, though extremely re- 
joiced at the offer of Sir Francis, could not at first 
help feeling a regret at quitting the place 5 this, 
however, insensibly wore off 5 and by the time they 
got to the castle, was entirely gone. The Baron re- 
ceived Sir Francis with great pleasure ; and, taking 
advantage of a cheerful mood ii^to which he had 
fallen, attacked him most vehemently about staying 
a few weeks at his castle. I declare, said he, the 
last time 1 saw you, you were no sooner here than 
you were gone again ; but I now insist, as you arc 
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iere, that you will stay at least a month j if you refuse, 
J really believe I shall be tempted to lock you up in 
the dungeon for a twelvemonth, and perhaps more 5 
£o that if you have any regard for yourself, you had 
l)etter not excite my rage and wrath by refusing. In 
this manner he ran on for nearly half an hour, before 
JSir Francis was allowed to make any reply j but at 
length, having finished his speech, by positively de- 
claring that every door and wimlow, nay, every 
^pikehole and cranny, should be barred up, to pre- 
vent the escape of his visitor, whom he was deter- 
mined to keep a perfect prisoner. Sir Francis, nut 
wishing to disappoint him, consented. 

In the mean time, Edward had formed a most in- 
timate friendship and acquaintance with the barpn'a 
two sons, Richard and William. These two young 
men, having received all the instruction in learning 
and science that the unenlightened state of the 
times would admit, easily distinguished the excellent 
qualities and understanding of tlieir companion, 
and consequently courted his friendship with great 
earnestness ; and himself, having the same wish to 
become acquainted with them, they made a great 
progress in forming a close acquaintance. But 
this was not all j he had conceived a most violent 
passion for the Lady EUena, the, Ban)n's daugh- 
ter, which daily gained ground ; apd the lady her- 
self was not a stranger to the same sort of sensa- 
tions : she could not approach the young knight 
without a deep crimson overspreading her counte- 
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nance^ and being in a state of great confusion and 
distress. In a short time his passion increased tb 
such a violent degree, that he determined to inform 
Sir Francis ; and accordingly did so. Sir Francis en- 
tirely approved of his choice / but advised him, as 
he was yet much too young to think of marriage, 
to conceal it^ and wait for a few years longer^ in 
which time he might have an opportunity of per- 
forming some valorous achievement^ which might 
render him worthy of demanding her hand. And 
Sir Francis did this for another reason ; which was, 
that he hoped in that time to discover the real birth 
of Edward. This, however, he kept a secret, and 
forbore mentioning ; and as Edward readily assented 
to the justice of this proposal, it was entirely hushed 
up. 

A few days after, the Baron's two sons '^declaring 
their intention to go to a tournament, which was to 
be held at a certain castle in Yorkshire, and inviting 
Edward to accompany them, he resolved to accept of 
their invitation, and go. Accordingly a suit of ar- 
mour was procured at the village, and Michael being 
deputed to attend him in the quality of a squire, 
a kind of employment for which he had no great re- 
lish, they set out 5 Sir Francis having previously 
informed him, that if he was not at the Baron's 
castle on their return, he should be gone back to his 
own estate J to .which, as Michael was acquainted 
with the road, it would be easy for them to follow. 
As the three knights travelled very fast, they, after 
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journeying five days, arrived at the castle ; but it 
yet wanted above a fortnight to the tournament -, 
and this time they passed away in examining what<t 
ever was worth seeing in the country round about. 
At length the time came^ and they now had a most ex- 
cellent opportunity of displaying their dexterity and 
adroitne^ to advantage. Edward vanquished three 
knights, and the baron's two sons overcame the one 
twOx and the other tluree. Amongst the adversaries 
of the former was a knight of a most gigantic sta- 
ture> and proportionable strength ; on his left arm 
he bore a ponderous and massive shield^ and^ 
mounted on a black charger, defied all the knights 
in the lists to combat : hut his boasted valour was 
soon cast aside when Edward came forward, who 
thrust him from his saddle^ and he was glad to re- 
tire, and escape with no more iiy ury than a fall from 
his hocse. There was likewise a Welch kx^ight, 
who could repeat the history of his ancestors for 
near three centuries back; but this availed him 
little in the combat, and he likewise was forced to 
retire. And, lastly, a certain nobleman, whose birth 
and high extraction, of which he boasted much^ and 
prided himself, availed him so little^ that he was 
overthrown at the very first onset. 

The tQurnament being ended, which had con- 
tinued for three days, the knights, after remaining 
for some short time at the castle, set out on a short 
tour ; after which they intended to return home. 
At night they became bewildered in a large forest, 

r3 
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which was so thick, they could scarcely penetrate 
thi'oughi The weather had for some time l)een ex^ 
tremely hot and sultry^ and a violent shower of rid&, 
accotn^^aaied by thunder and lightnings descended 
from the clouds. Night overtook tli^m ; and, ex- 
cept when the flashes of lightning darted with great 
violence through the foliage^and threw a 'moment- 
ary glare around^ every thing was wrapped in a most 
impervious darkness. Michael, dripping with the 
rain, and shivering and shaking through fear^ cursed 
within himself the fate which had brought him to 
be squire to a travelling knight/ and heartily wished 
he was seated by the side of a cheerfbl blazing fire, 
instead of traversing a forest; which seemed ta have 
no end, at the risk of being devoured by the wolves. 
But wishing was in vain, and would not bring bet- 
ter luck; so he was forced to be contented. 

After some time had passed without the light- 
ning, their only guide, to direct them^ Edward ^^s- 
6overed by a sudden flash that himself and his squire 
had got Beparated from the rest of the party, arid 
were left quite alone : he therefore no longer cared 
which Way he went, and spurring on his horse, he 
let it tiike what direction it chose ; when suddenly 
he heard Michaeli whom he supposed was all this 
while following close behind, roaring forth for him 
to stop ; and immediately after heard him bawl out 
for help ', and , looking round, perceived by the light 
of the moon, which just then b^gan to make its ap- 
pearance, his squire struggling most violently to dis- 
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togi^ himself &om the grasp of a furiouB wplf, 
which, had seized him by the dothes^ and held hua 
Cast. : 

- As soon as possible, the knight went to the assist- 
ance of his^man, who was in a most grievpus plight } 
and who was no sooner set at liberty, than ihe b^an 
mest^eheBMntly to harangue and to deelaim against 
^e praetioe of knights travelling about of nights, 
gaing tasedc adventures, and being at tournaments, 
when at best they got nothing by it but some trifling 
api^aose^ and ran the risk of getting broken heads, 
being devoured, or some such terrible calamity; 
whale their squires were exposed to the hazard of 
having ra^ts in their garments, and a thousand other 
inoonveiuence^* Edward heard this harangue for 
some time with tolerable patience ^ but at length 
being unable any longer to contain himself, he ex* 
clilimed, Peace, variety I say ! Dost thou suppose 
tiiat Yaliaat, true, and adventurous knights mind th ? 
dangers and hazards which thou hast spoken of, or 
Uiat faithful squires care for the numerous trifliqa 
inoonve&iences whkh are necessarily attendant oa. 
their profession } Nov If thou supposest such a 
thingi thou hast faiUen widely into error, and it will 
foe 'expedient that thou shouldest have it rooted ou 
e^ thse, as otherwise thou canst not thyself mdce* 
persevefing and faithful squire. This speech si- 
lenced Midiael, who afterwards dared not to utter a 
single syllable. 
After -some time, they, to their joy, emerged from 

r4 
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tjie. wood, and foiui^lli^sclves on alarge henthv 
wJkuch iihey irayeised ibr some time, without imy ap- 
pearance of shelter presenting itself ', but at lengl^» 
lifting xip tb^jeyea, they beheld at a oonsiderable 
di^t^j^df ligt^« which tj^ approached; and, on 
QQOkiiig up jcjl^e> found ithem to proceed from an did 
r^iinatod cQiPtle, which looked Uke the residence of 
ruiiiaD^ apd :b9,Aditti. Having fa9tened their hprses 
to an QJfd proj«^ctiog stone in the jcouilnyanl, th^ 
p^g^j^ed ^x€§a it into the gneat hall -, but when 
t}iey got there, Miohfuel positively r«^usc4 to gio^ any 
far%erj ai(id chiding himself b^ind^pedestail which^ 
s^od lip in Que qprper, and which ;had jGorm^y 
supppr^^d an anqieuft iuif^ge there, he stood tce^^hling: 
li^ ^ s^^p^^ 1^« aud hardly dai9ing.to breathe^ lest 
he shpuld disturb 9Jid aip\i$<e the gbosjbs and imps 
w-^th ;^h|ph .the pl?vcp £i1;>Qjm\ded, ^s he faoucied. Ed- 
w^rxj Hheifpfpye w;»9 obliged to proceed aU>ne : and 
^fft^iftS .'bi§ ^ wft5d# jb?i prpgetded acrws ssimaeX lai^ 
oppif^a/^)^^ .and,two,gr/^$it,hall9i and ascended a stair- 
q^e^ Tyi^9J^ AiP^terri^tipn ; but wh^ ihe had ^o^ 
al^put htalf -Y^y ^rough^ l^g mxFow 99m%gfi, h^ 
per^iyed a^light in i^e which went /iff to the right 
of ^^hat ii^ whi#,t|e jwpp j «^di ll^tening^ 4lflti|ici^ 
h^d men*s voices appp^^i^^hipg vejcjr fa9li,.,ai^d ap-^ 
par^^^ly jn,i:pnsider^hle p\j^»J?ers t h^rMias ^tl^eseftugr 
q\)li^ ,to tilling of pifpvidipg for his. safely ; jaiul 
^]jtiU|i|it^y a littte fiafU^fii: pn.therp,.w;iMfc id^ inkt m 
the wall, in one corner of which having. ^laj3iQd'Jlinir»' 
s?M» 1^^ *^i^^ .^ttfU .*jj^x^<¥4rt be ^pQeipaet.1 iBce- 
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spotly, aly>ve two dccMre of ruffians, 'cursing and 
swearing, came pa8t> and went by without discover- 
ing him ; and as soon as they were got to a sufficient 
distance, he got out of his place of conceabcnent, 
and followed them 9Pftly at a distance, till they en- 
tered a lai^ room on one side, behind the door of 
whieh he stationed himself in such a manner, as to 
beh<4d the paroeeedings of those within, without 
being himself in the least discovered. 

In a short time the banditti, for such they were, 
brought forth from a closet two or three flagons of 
wine, and the same time produced various sorts of 
vianids^ when the whole party, without farther delay, 
kH to e^ing and drinkii:^> and presently became 
drunk $ and infuriated with intoxication, they began 
to qu^rrel> and take offence at each other, and the 
whole set pf them were presently in a violent wrath. 
Their swords were ali^ady unsheathed, and a most 
terrible and furious combat was about to commence, 
\jrhen tl^<eir chief suddenly entered, and ordering 
^em to follow him, they departed, leaving Edward 
to pursue his search at leisure. 

As.i^oon^ they were out of hearing, he went into 
^ apartment they had just left, and refreshed him- 
self with the remains of their banquet. When this 
was done, f he took a lighted torch, which lay at the 
end of the roo^, and, proceeding along the passage, 
ascfnded a sa^ond staircase; but scarcely had he 
pipp9e^^< t^Yi^^y tpaces, when the rotten floor gave 
way, smd hP wj»8,preq}pit«>ted into a gloomy dalrk 



250: 

ai^artmest. It was 8ome> time before he recoveried 
from' the violence of the fall ; but as soon as he did 
he got up; ahd looked round to see how he BFiight 
get on. There were two dcwrs, one at each end of 
the room, exactly opposite each other ; and going 
up to one «f these; he endeavoured to open it. After 
some tinm he succeeded, aad ascended a narrow 
winding stam^se, which led rqund andTotitHl to the 
top of a tower. 

When he arrived at the top, he began to consider 
what'he should do ; there was a trap-door opened to 
the "top, and one a little below on the flight of stairs ; 
and as he was- examining the latter, he distinctly 
heard the voice of a female lamenting her fate on 
the other side; upon which, raising his voice, he 
exdaimed, ^'Olady! caii a knight, who is wholly 
at your disposal, render you any assistance, or aid 
you in your escape from this dreary castle ? Who 
art thou, and from whence dost thou speak ?** *' O 
knight \ replied the damsel, my deliverance I am 
afraid is impracticable -, the door of my apartment 
is fast locked, and the window is secured with iroft 
bars.*' " But is there not a door, said Edward, which 
opens to the north side of the turret from whence I 
speak V* " Alas '. no, replied the lady ; I can perceive 
no door, nor any appearance of one : all that side 
of the room, as well as the rest, is hung with patch^- 
work tapestry." " Lift up the tapestry theti, said Ed- 
ward, and you will behold a door, for one there cer- 
tainly is." The damsel did as she was de^red, and 



beheldi as he had said, a door : bnt they weie noir ki 
the greatest perplexity and dilemma how te amii^ 
at each other, and saw in its fiill and true light ^ 
difficulties they had to enoounter, for the dopr was 
mailed up all routtd. 

At length, however, Bdward, whose courage and 

f^rseverunce no obstacles oonld surmouat, after a 

skort> d^ibenition, applusd ius whole strength to the 

cloor, and pushed against it with very great violenoe ; 

%tke planks and boards of which it was composed, 

irotten-and worm^eatenv gave way, and they found 

t^liemaelves ^together : when what was the surprise 

-of ]&d!ward, to find that the lady was no other than 

^he I^ady EUena, the Baron* s daughter ! But as th^ 

iwere not in a place to relate the circumstances which 

^ad. brought her there, they descended the winding 

staircase; and having got into the apartment at 

^he bottom, opened the door at the farther end> 

'Which served as an entrance to a long passi^.; 

this terminated in a flight of stairs ; which haying 

ascen<kd, they found thems^ves at but a short db^ 

tance frpm the room in which the robberd had made 

their banquet: and as the Lady Ellena was much 

in want of refreshment, they entered it, and sealed 

themselves on a liu^e sofa. 

As soon, however, as they had taken sulhoient re- 
freshment, Edward having reminded the lady < how 
dangerous and unsafe it was to remain there, they 
departed : but scarcely had they gonei twenty pa^^es 
i^ the passage, when they were considerably alarmed 
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by thef <appeamn€e of H light at ,the farther extremity, 
and were obtiged* to conceal themselves \n one corner> 
tiU three of the ruffians^ who carried it> were gQa(s 
past. They then proceeded without iaH^rruption to 
the outer hall, where they searched for Michael) 
but, lo and behold ! he had disappeared. They 
searched every hole and comer they could think 
of^ 'but in vain^ gone he was^ they knew not 
where $ but that he was ^ne was certain. . At 
length , recollecting the hazard and danger they 
tan by continuing there so long, they were just 
about to mount their horses^ when he suddenly, ap- 
peared from behind a heap of stones and rubbish* 
which stood up in one corner^ and> creeping out, 
came after them. £dward severely Reproved him 
for changing his situation, as thereby mucdi delaf 
had been opcasioned, and the time> which might 
have been spent in making their escape, was lost in 
fruitless . researches after him. To which Michael 
said, La(ud> sir, do you suppose volks can stand 
stock still, when ghosts and evU spirits are flitting 
about one } For my part, I think 'tis morally imposr 
sible, and cant do it 5 and so ye need not think to 
make me. 

Thus he went on, haranguing on the moral, im« 
possibility, as lie term^ it, of standing i^till, when 
under the influence of f^r from ghosts, species, 
hobgoblins, and evil beings, untU they were got a 
^ftsjfderable dist^ce from , the castle, when, to the 
great j«y: of both the knight and lady, he ceased. 
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And Edward^ now supposing th^y were lib a pked of 
iiafety, entreated Ellena to inform him by iWhai means 
she had become immured within ^lat dreary eastlci. 
Sut just as she was about to satisfy Ms curiosity^ 
'they perceired a great mvtnber of lights in the bastle, 
-virhich^ after passing with great rapidity along that 
side of the buildings collected in the court; where^ 
^Cifter increasing in number from all qiiluters for ti 
short space^ they issued forth in small parties of ten 
or twelve across the heath. 

No sooner did the Lady Ellena see this; thaii she 
ixBxnediately knew her escape was discovered, aiid 
ithat if they Were ever taken^ the knight and his 
squire woidd inevitably be killed^ anid herself im*> 
inured in still more close confinement than bcforis. 
They therefore spurred on their horses as fdst as 
possible. A party of the pursuers came ditectly 
after them^ gained ground considerably, and i^er^ 
jiist on the point of overtaking them^ when turning 
into another track, they by this iheans evaded them, 
left them far behind^ and escaped firbm their pur- 
suit. 

But now the Lady Ellena, wh6m the di^ad of 
being again taken, added to other fears, had hitherto 
kept from fkinting, fell into a swoon. Edward wafe 
therefore under the necessity of stop|>ing ; atwl shar- 
ing seated her on the grass, and ordered Michael t6 
stay by her, proceeded in quest of some water y but 
scarcely had he gone twelve paces, when his sqnire 
came roaring after him, " Sir, sir, I hope you do not 
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intend to leave us here all alone by onrsdves : ve^ 
rfly I shall losdny senses if ye do, and ye must iiot 
be angered when ye comes back to find us both 
swooned. Did these rafiians catch hold of us^ we 
shall be cooped up like turkeys, and have good rea- 
son to complain ; egad, that we shall, master.** 
*^ Peace, thou gabbler, cried Edward; how many 
times must I order thee to be silent, before thou hast 
learnt how to keep thy tongue within its proper 
bounds. Go back, I say, this moment, or verily I 
shall be tempted to dismiils thee frbtii thy squire- 
ship.** " Why sir, sir, dont snap one in halves, cried 
Michael, for merely asking of a simple question. I 
only asked whether ye meant to leave us here alone." 
So saying, the squire, in not a very excellent mood, 
squatted down by the side of the Lady EUena, and 
the knight pursued his search. After some time, 
he to his great joy found some water* and having 
filled his helmet with it, he returned to the lady, 
who after some time recovered; and mounting 
their steeds, they pursued their way over the heath, 
across which the lights were still dispersed in great 
numbers, ftiid at length reached the' border of the 
wood where he had been bewildered the evening 
before ; and as they were deliberating whether or 
no they should enter, they were attracted by the 
barking of a dog. They followed the sound, and 
presently discovered a glimmering light, which they 
approached, and found it to proceed from a cottage, 
at whieh they knocked ; the dooir was presently 
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apened by a peasaul 3 of whom they requested 
shelter 3 and goiiig into the jeoom, were much silr^ 
prised and rejoiced to find, seated by a chee«ful fire, 
the Barents two sons, who had taken shelter thete 
before them 3 and they were equally astonisked to 
see their sister with Edward 3 who, after relating 
ivhat had happened to him since his separation from 
the other knights in the wood, entreated the lady, as 
they were now in a place of safety, to inform them 
l>y ivhat means she had come to the castle : with 
^w^hich request she complied, and began as follows. 

A few days after your departure for the tourn»- 
ment> as I was walking with my maid in the wood, 
:which is at the extremity of the park and groumis 
aground the castle, and grounds of my father, we 
hecird a rustling among the trees and thickets, b^iad 
us 'y but supposing that it was occasioned by the 
cleer^ with which the place was full, we did ncyt 
mind it, and proceeded. Scarcely, however, had we 
gone a dozen paces, when suddenly three rufiians 
rushed out from behind the trees, and, seizing hoki 
of us, put something on our mouths to prevent our 
crying -, which was indeed a very necessary precmi* 
tion, both my father and Sir Francis being at a sh<Mrt 
distance ; and this no doubt they were acquainted 
with. As soon as they, had done this, another man 
came with horses ; and one of them seating me be* 
hind him, they put a bandage over my eyes, and set 
off at full gallop. They continued going on in thi$ 
m^ner for near two hours.^ and th^n* stoi^ping nt 
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a cottage by the way side^ stt my eyes sdd mosth 
at liberty. ThLs was sotne comfort at firsts as I 
hoped to have met with some ode who Would havfe 
delivered me from their hands ; but I soon found this 
was a feeble hope ; for immediately after they struck 
into by-ways^ and contimied in them afterwaifds foa* 
the rest of the journey. At tithes th^ stopp^ tft 
cottages aiid hovels > and wken I tried to get any 
thing out of these, they said they knew nothing 
about it, and never got any thing by meddling with 
other people's a£Eairs, so sliould not trouble them- 
selves about mine. 

After travelling in this manner for three days, we 
arrived at the castle, where I was conducted to the 
apartment in the tower from whence I have just 
been delivered. In the evening, one of the men 
brougfht me some refreshments, and informed me, 
that the person who was the cause of my being car- 
ried o£f WES Sir Humphrey de Valence, aiid that 
he intended paying me a visit the following even- 
ing* You may easily imagine my rage and indig- 
4iatiOB on hearing this. I could scarcely contain 
myself, and eagerly longed for the motnent when I 
might reproach him with his abominable and shame- 
Mconduct. 

The ^time passed on, and the evening at length 
-came. Every noise I heard I fancied was the sound 
of footsteps coming along the passage into which 
my apartment opened* The heS. of the castle struck 
nine, ten„ and eleven, but nb one came ; and I be- 
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gan to hope that Sir Humphrey had deferred hi»' 
visit until some other evening, when I should bn^ 
more prepared to meet him ; for, notwithstandjng 
my impatience for the time to come, 1 yet felt a 
great dread of it. But just as 1 had given up ait 
thoughts of his coming, I heard the door at the end 
of the passage slam with a violent noise. Footsteps 
now did in reality approach ; and presently the door 
of my apartment opened^ and Sir Humphrey, lean- 
ing on the man who had brought me refreshments 
on the preceding evening, made his appearance -, 
and^ staggering in, sealed himself on a sofa. The 
man went away, and he began uttering a thousand 
insolent speeches, so that I could scarcely keep ray 
seat for indignation ; particularly when, at the con- 
clusion of one of his harangues, he familiarly ex- 
claimed, ** So now, my dear EUena, I hope you wont 
make both yourself and me extremely miserable, 
by refusing my oflfer !" ** Miserable ! exclaimed 1 ; 
do you suf^se it will make me miserable to refuse' 
your odious addresses ? No. And if you have that 
mighty regard for me you pretend, torment me no 
more with your importunities^ so very abominable 
to yourself, and distressing to my virtue.*' '^ Curse 
on your virtue,**^ cried Sir Humphrey, half mad with 
rage and fury : '* I would fain have had you by fair 
means -, but sinoe-they wont do, I must have re- 
course to force" So saying, he got up, and, ad- 
vancing towards me with an exclamation as hideous 
as the roaring of wolves and wild beasts, he would 
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have inclosed me within his embrace ; but an ex- 
treme aversion and dislike to his person, which was 
augmented by his abominable behaviour in carrying 
me off as ye have before heard, gave me more than 
usual courage and strength ; and with this> added to 
his state of intoxication, I, by making a vigorous 
effort, threw him from me on the seat which he had 
just left, and from which he was unable to iuotc 
without assistance. Calling therefore to the man 
who had brought him in, and who waited outside 
of the door till he should be wanted, he swore he 
would immure me all my life within the wsJls of 
that castle, and departeil, leaving me to reflect on 
my fate. 

It was some days after this before I saw or heard 
any thing more of him ; and during this timei 1 
prevailed on the man who had before brought me 
refreshmentSi and who it seems had the care of me, 
to let me walk in the long pass ge, into which my 
apartment opened, though, as he infoim^d me, if 
his master had become acquainted with it, he would 
immediately murder him. 

At the end of a week, Sir Humphrey paid me 
another visit, in hopes, by the impression his me- 
naces had made, to make me change my mind with 
regard to him ; but finding me inexorable, he re- 
peated his threats, and departed. I saw nothing of 
him after this, and used regularly to walk in the 
passage every evening ; whew once, as 1 was return- 
ing to my apartment, I was astonished by the sound 
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of voices,; and looking towards the place from 
whence they seemed to proceed, I saw a light under 
the door ftf one of the rooms, which I had never 
observed to be there before. I therefore went up* 
and Ustened> and found by the conversation of 
those within that some one was a captive like my- 
self, and that they were planning an escape ; and 
then how I wished that it were pbasible for nie to 
gain admittance to them, and Bccompany them : Ibiit 
as it was of no use wishing for what could not be, I 
returned to my room more sorrowful and discon- 
tented than ever. 

.It was the custom of my keeper, every night after 
it had struck ten, to prevent any suspicions of the 
libertyiie allowed me, to come and lock the door nf 
my apartment; and on the following night after 
this ceremony was performed, and I had seated- my* 
self on a chair, lamenting my fate, and listening to 
the wind that howled round the turret^ I on a sud- 
den heard myself addressed by a voice, behind the 
wainscot, and which was delivered in the wonder- 
ful, sudden^ and unexpected manner wbkh my de^- 
Hverer has already related. This Is the wh61e ac- 
count I ha/ve to give you, from beginning to end. 
And I now, as I have related what has happened to 
me, entreat yon to inform me what has happened to 
you aince your departure. 

The ^ree knights complied with her request ; 
and ^ related what had happened since their se- 
paration in the wood from Edward j and said, th;«t 
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after wandering a considerable titne^ they had 
at length reached the cottage, and taken shelter 
there. Scarcely had they finished their relation, 
when Michael opened the door, and came bouncing 
In, exclaiming, '* There's voliis at the door, that vints 
to know if ye have seen a lady pass by this way 5 who 
by their description I takes to be the otie ye have 
delivered. There's 1 know not how many of t^em j 
and says, if we have seen her, and dont tdLl *em 
which way she' is gone, they will mutder ns alL 
Eaith^ we have got into a pretty hobble and scrape, 
a searching about in the holes and crannies of old 
ruinous castlea. I thought as how we should find 
no good by it." So saying, out he went again, in 
order to hide himself, and esc^ie being murdered; 
leaving the three knights and the lady in a very un^- 
pleasant dilemma ; for that these were the ruffians 
come thus fhr, they had not the least dotbt. There 
was not a Single moment for.deliberation; the men, 
already impatient, had begun thutidering aloud for 
admittance :; and, hastily concealihg the Lady El*- 
lena behiild the bed which stood ih the room, they 
opened the door, and let in the med» who begai^ 
making a most strict and rigorous search ; but at 
length, beitig pretty well satisfied that what they 
were in search of was not there, they departed. 

The lady came from her concealment, and, seating 
themsdves round the fite, began to cdnverse 3 when 
Michael, being delivered froiifi the fear of being 
murdered, came out of the pla^e whei^ he hid him* 
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self, and began reproaching with great vehemence 
for his master's reproving him so severely for chiM^g- 
ing his situation^ when he positively declared and 
affirmed, that any one else would have done the 
same, and that he had seen what might have terri- 
fied satan himself, with all his imps and evil spirits. 
So very vehemently did he harangue, that at length 
iEdward, for the purpose of silencing him, desired 
him to rela,te what he had seen, promising at the 
aame tinie to be satisfied with him afterwards. And 
the squire, glad of the opportunity, related^ that about 
half an hour after his master had left him, there 
came above a dos^n rufiians to the gate, bringing 
with them a lady and another man ; and that, with- 
out perceiving the horses of the knight and his 
squire, they alighted, carried the lady across the 
court, and dragged her attendant by the ears in such 
a woful manner, that Michael, not thinking he 
should relish it much if they discovered and treated 
him in the s^xne manner, as soon as they were gone, 
changed his situation for a more secure one. By the 
timc^ the squire had finished this account, it was 
nearly daylight ; and as, with sitting up all night, 
the whole of the party were much fatigued, they 
retired to rest» . 

The next day they began to consult on what 
tiiey should do ; and as what Michael had said, con- 
cerning the, lady he had seen carried across the 
CQurt> had n^sed the curiosity and adventurous spirit 
of the thinee knights to a very great degree, it was 
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determined fhat they should go forth^ and' try and 
effect her deliverance. Accordingly, as soon as it 
was dusk^ they set out , and on the road were en- 
tertained by a long discourse and harangue from 
Michael, who loudly decMmed against the vast 
folly and imprudence of going into castled full of 
ruffians^ for the sake of delivering damsel& At 
length they arrived at the gate of the castle^ and 
knocked. Presently a man came out^ and asked 
them in a surly tone, what they wanted > Td which 
they replied, that, chancing to be benighted on the 
health, they had approached the castle, in hopes of 
finding shelter : and if it were not inconvenient to 
the inhabitants, they requested t6 take up their 
lodging there. With this answer the man appeared 
satisfied ; and, telling them to follow him, con- 
ducted them across the hall, up the staircase, and 
down the passage, from which the rtifiiahs had 
come when Edward concealed himsdf from thdr 
view in an inlet of the wall. He then, shewing them 
into a room on one side, left them, having first 
promised them to come again in a short tinie with 
refreshments. 

The knights now began to consider how they 
should put their plan in execution, as 6n their way 
there they had seen light under the dbor of' a room 
in the same passage as the one they were in, add 
distinctly heard voices, which though a>nfusied, 
were yet plain enough for them to know there were 
a considerable number. They had not the least 
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doubt that these were the banditti -, and if they went 
out£>f the room for the execution of their scheme^ 
and they happened to pass by and saw it empty> 
when their cosarade, as no doubt he wouldj had in- 
£)rnied them the knights were there> it might put 
into their, heads a suspicion of their intentions^ and 
they would then be at once undone. They there- 
fore, after a short deliberation^ resolved not to run 
so great a risk^ when there was so little chance of 
succeeding, but wait until a more favourable op- 
portunity offered itself; and scarcely had they fixed 
^hema^es in this resolution, when the man, who 
liad. conducted them there, came in with divers sorts 
of pro visions, and continued with them until night; 
:virhen the knights, expressing their wish to he 
shewn tO' the apartment where they were to sleep, 
lie conducted them to a room, which, to their great 
surprise^ Bdward recollected was the same from 
^which he had deKvered the Lady Ellena, and their 
squirea were lodged in the passage ac^oining. 

As soon therefore as the man was out of hearing, 
, they got up, opened the door which had before been 
of so much service, descended the winding staircase, 
crossed the apartment beneath, traversed the long 
passage> and ascended the staircase with which it 
was terminated. They then, as every thing ap- 
peared very quiet, descended towards the court, and 
with CQhslderahle difficulty made their way across 
the long grass and stones, with which it was 
covered io great profusion, Michael being their 
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fgtAdens to the direction iii wbich the lady h&d been 
cairiedv In this manner they pit>€eeded for some 
tittle^ and at lehgth arriTed at a round tower, or 
turret j which formiad the western extremity of the 
btfildiiig^ In the side of this tras 4 srtiall iron door ; 
aad doubting* not bat this led to what they were in 
search of^ they tried to open it -, but it Was secured 
with a ponMlerdus and tnassiVe bolt of the same 
metal as the. door itself^ which all theii^ efforts united 
foiled of being able to removei At lei^ih, wore 
^ut with fruideds endedvour^^ and astdnifihed that 
#uth a heavy cnmberout thiilg^ wUch six naell oould 
Bot^puU out of its place, i^uld b6 ^et thfere as a 
sestirityi they were on the point of giving it up f 
bdt pro^eedii^ farther os, they discovered a nob 
projecting from the wall at the side^ and pressing: 
on it with all their force, the bolt immediately flew 
back^ the door opened with ^ase^ and they perceived 
a navn) w flight bf stejps, which weut down to a great 
depth, and wel:e lost in darknelM. This they de*< 
ecended i and, on arriving at the bottom> found 
theiiiselvte at the ehtranceof a Idng passage, which 
was lighted at ibterval^ hj a torch Or twOi mki cab 
outbf the gnmndf smd looked so dreary and dismal,; 
that when they get About half way through^ they^ 
stc^peit to deliberate whether dt no they should pro«i 
<teedi. aad rveMute into the gloouOi befoce them. But 
ooosiderifig that they were b\K itk nUitibel', and thait 
ikek intentidns Were honourabkv they resolved td 
go 6d ; ai%d a faini tay of Ught^ which at th&t mo* 
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loent beoke in and shot forth at the end of the 
passage^ eacouraging theni with new vigour^ they 
went on* 

When they arrived at the end, their progress was 
stopped by an iron grating, which went across the 
paaaage, and was fastened with a bolt of the same 
kind of metals This, after some vigorous exertions, 
they contrived one way or another to open^ and en- 
tered a tspadous subterraneous apartment^ in the 
middle of which stood a table, and in it two branches 
of ninety^five tapers, which illuminated the room in 
a glortonts manner, and made it very beautiful and 
elegant to behqhL On the table, beside these, were 
some large vcdumes. On one side of the room stood 
m 8ofa } on the other a sideboard, covered wiUi silver 
goblets, and various vessels, with part of the re- 
mains of ft flask of wine ; and around hung divers 
articles of attire^ and a lute. As they were examin- 
ing all these things^ their ears Were suddenly as- 
sailed by femlJe shrieks, and the sound of voices. 
They started up, supposing them to proceed fitom 
the lady they were in search of, and running fu- 
liouflly to the end of the room it appeared to come 
from/ discovered there was a grating as on the op- 
posite, side^ tnd that it was i^ar. They bounded 
through like lightning, and ran as if distracted 
along a passage the same as that they had before 
traversed ; tiien passing through a little suite of five 
small apaiiments, with as much haste as they had 
before done through the passage, they, ascended a 
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^aircase, which led up froin the farthest one, and 
b.eheld in front of them two folding doors. 

The noise and clamour which they before had 
heard but indistinctly^ and at a distance^ now seemed 
very near. They sent forth Michael and qne of the 
Baron *s son's squires to reconnoitre^ and see hom 
whence it proceeded ; and in a few moments the for* 
mer returned, exclaiming, Sirs, sirs^ ye must come 
this very same identical moment^ or it will be too 
late. Here's the lady ye are in search of surrounded 
by I know not how many of those barbarous ban- 
ditti-like ruffians. No sooner had he said this^ than 
the three knights, springing forward, burst open 
the folding-doors, through the key-hole of which 
ISiichael had seen all this, and found what he said to 
be true ; for there was indeed the lady^ surrounded 
by above a score and a half of the ruffians^ who 
were to all appearance disputing who should have 
the prize, and making the place resound with their 
noisy clamour and exclamations -, drawing their 
swords therefore, they rushed into the midst^.and 
begau to lay about them very lustily. 

The ruffians^ amazed at this sudden interruption, 
liastened in confusion and disorder to oppose them, 
and defend themselves. The three knights per- 
formed prodigies of valour ; already were more than 
half of their opponents stretched breathless on the 
ground ; when Edward, chancing to set his foot oh 
the spring of a trap-door that was concealed in the 
floor^ it opened as it were In an instant^ and he f<^U 
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through into a dark, damp, and tioisoMe dungeon* 
He was stunned by the Ml, and l^y for sdnie tin^e 
entirely void of senise and recoUectidn. 

Ab sobn, hdwevfei*, as he recovet'ed so as to be kbie 
to get up, he raised himself, and began feeling 
about, in order to see if there wjis no way by Whidh 
he might escape from the horrible gloom into which 
he had fallen, but nothing appeared to give him the 
least hope ; and, seating himself on a huge stone in 
one corner, which served as a seat to those miserable 
beings whose misfortune it was to be confined fhere, 
he listened to the clashing of arms and noise above. 
Presently every thing on a sudden became quiet, and 
not the least noise was to be heard. ' A cold chill 
seized him ; his knees smote against one another 
with great violence j his eyes were fixed ; while fear 
and trembling, and the terrible idea of being starved 
to death in that dismal place, seized hold on him 
with great violence. 

At length, collating all his courage, he got up, 
fidt for his sword, which had fallen from him in his 
rapid descent, found it, and began once more to see 
tf there was no manner of outlet, by which lie might 
escape from the horrid gloom of the place. As he 
cautiously felt along the sides of the dungeon, his 
hands laid hold on something of an uncommon 
feel ; and examihing it more closely, his horror and 
disgust was at once aroused, by discovering it to be 
a dead body ! He turned aWay from it with horror, 
and departing to the farther end of the dungeon. 
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feU about there« As he searched, he wa»on a audden 
much rejoiced to find an inlet in the wall, which 
from its shape he was pretty certain must be a door^ 
way ; but, alas ! if it wa^ one, it was locked, for all 
his efforts and endeavours to open it were in vain f 
and to iSnd the key was what there was not the least 
probability of his doing. At that ssime moment 
the moon, which had hitherto been concealed behind 
the clouds, emerging from behind them, and send- 
ing forth her rays into the dungeon through the Ut- 
tie iron grating, which was the only place by which 
air and light was admitted, confirmed his suspicion -, 
and the light darting directly on a little cavity in the 
wall by the side of the door, he thought he saw 
something very bright and shining therein. With 
this notion and fancy in his head, he stretched forth 
his hand into the hole, and, after feeling about for 
some little time, drew therefrom a brazen key, which 
on trial exactly fitted, and belonged to the door. In 
an eestacy of joy he applied it to the key-hole ; a.nd 
haying waited a little to recover his strength, he 
tried to open it ; it was some time before he could 
succeed, and he even began to be afraid it was only a 
false door, to delude the miserable beings, who were 
confined there, with the hopes of escape, and then 
sink them into disappointment and despair ; yet he 
thought it very strange that there should be no 
other means of entrance than that above, through 
which he had so unfortunately fallen -, and if that 
he was now trying at was not, there could not be 
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tLiij, as the light of the moon afforded him now a 
complete and full view of the whole of tlhe dun«- 
geon. ':■'■, 

At length, however, he was joyfully delivered 
from these tormenting reflections^ by the door's. com4 
ing open ; and taking up his sword^ which *he had 
laid down for more convenience, he cautiously crept 
along a vaulted passage, which led down to the 
dungeon, and which was so low^that he was obliged 
to stoop in order to proceed. When he got to the 
end oi this, something all on a sudden came brush-^ 
ing past him, with such violence, that it nearly ' 
knocked him down. No sooner had he recovered, 
than, collecting all his strength, he fcdlowed it» 
throngli numerous turnings and windings^ to the 
court, where it turned suddenly off, and disappeared^ 

He then proceeded a little way ^ but had notgonae 
far, when he met with the Baron's two sons, their 
squires, and the lady, who had been all mmdi 
amazed at his sudden and e&traordinafy disappear*- 
anoe ; for the trap-door was of. such a oonitructtDnv 
that the moment he was through it closed, and came 
just as it was before ; and as at the moment they 
were not looking, they could in no wise account 
for his instantaneous disappearance. However, not 
thinking it quite safe to stay there, while he was in^ 
forming and giving them a full account of how ii: 
had happened, they sent Michael and their squires t» 
fetch their horses, which had been turned out to 
feed on the long grass in the court. These wett 
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soon got ready, and, mounting thera, they set ont 
at a. brisk pace across the heath; and by that time 
day-Jight began to appear. 

They arrived at the cottage of the peasant, where 
they foiuid the Lady Ellena in great uneasiness and 
disquiet at their long absence, they having calculated 
to arrive much sooner. Their appearance, however, 
with dxe object of their expedition, soon dispelled 
her fears in regard to their safety; and after taking 
some r^reshment, the knights ordered Michael to 
bring their steeds to the door ; and, mounting them, 
went forth to hunt in the adjoining wood. After 
proceeding in it a little way, they disturbed and 
roused from its covert a furious wolf; and, eager in 
the chace, pursued it for four hours with great ar* 
doar; but at the end of that time, Ed'vard^ discharg- 
ing a javelin with a sure aim, laid it breathless on 
the ground: and returning from their sport, they 
found the Lady Ellena and her companion in ear- 
nest conversation. They thc^-efore entreated the 
latter to favour them* by relating who she was^ an4 
by what oieans sl^ had fallen into the hands of the 
Tufiians at the castle ; with whichshe complied^and 
began as follows. 

I am the ^daughter of Lady Philippa Somerset, 
after whom I am named, and who as well as my £i^ 
ther dying while I was yet v«ry young, I was brought 
up entirely in a monastery, the abbess of wliich was 
left to take care of me, until such time as. I should 
be able and old enough to take care of m^^elft 
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There I continued until witbih the last three yearsi 

when the queen, under wliom the Lady Phllippa 

liad formerly served when she was living', iovited 

me to court ; and I^ pleased with the imaginatkm of 

the novelties and gaieties with which 1 should be 

surrounded, so very different from what I, whoi had 

n€Ver been aboTe a mile or two from the monastery, 

had ever seen, readily accepted the offer. Alaion^ 

the foremost of the nuiherous knights and noblemen 

who there professed themselves to be my iuiniirers, 

was one Sir Humphrey de Valence, who wast coii^ 

tinually tormenting me with his odious addressev* ' 

At this mention of the name of Sir Ilunvphrey, 

the three knights could scarcely keep their seats ; 

their^ indignation was so great at his abominable 

treachery and crimes, and they doubted ilot butooe 

more was going to* be added to the list with .which 

they were already acquainted. Restraining, however, 

their wrath as well as they could, and concealing* it 

from the ladies, lest it should disturb and ofifend 

^hem, the Lady Philippa proeeeded. ' 

This knight. Sir Humphrey, having construed 
some little civilities, which I had inadvertently and 
unknowingly paid him, into a great regard for his 
person, redoubled his assiduities and atteaftions, 
which were before scarcely supportable, and would 
not let me have a moment'6 peace. If I went to a 
tournament, he was there : if I went out oh a party 
of pleasure, he was one of the number : if 1 wehit to 
a masquerade or ball, he contrived to be there also : 
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and when I walked about the palace, or any where 
else> he was sure always to be close at my heels^ tor* 
menting me with his tiresome conversation. In 
shorty I could not go any where, do any things or 
even stir from my own apartment, but what I must 
needs be continually tormented with tills disagree*^ 
able monster: for if eTer there was a disagreeable 
monster in the world> he was surely one. His visage 
was particularly hideous, and he iiad a great, long^ 
frightful beard, like a fox's tail. His eyes looked 
wild and staring^ and his hair stood on end as if he 
had been frightened. In short, what with his hor-' 
rible face and disagreeable manner, he was reaUy 
quite terribki and his company insupportable. At 
length, he had the presumption to demand an inter- 
view ; and I, not thinking what his intentions were, 
suffered him to come, hoping that he intended to 
n^ke some apology, <or something of that sort, and 
then leave me. But Mfhat was my astonkhment, to 
find he came only with the intention of completing 
what he had begun> and declared, without further 
ceremony^ that he was in love 11 immediately de- 
sired him to leave me ; and finding I could not stay 
longer at court, without being for ever teazed with 
his importunities^ so very tiresome, I determined to 
go back once more to my monastery. Accordingly, 
having taken leave of the queen, with all my other 
friends, I returned thither, after having remained at 
court for above two years and a half. 

I now heard no moreof this disagreeable Sir Hum^ 
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pbrey for above two months, so that I began to enter* 
tain hopes that the monster had given me ug, and 
gone after some other fair damsel, who would be more 
disposed to*listen and attend to his addresses. But 
one fine evenlingy as I was walking with the lady 
abbess and one of the nuns in the gardens of the 
monastery^ and admiring the beauty of the sun» 
which was just settings two men all on a sudden 
rushed ft'om behind a little summer house, and, 
seizing hold of me, carried me, not\tithstanding my 
endeavours, and the cries and entreaties of my com- 
paMons^ to the farther end of a wall, which was the 
boundary of the grounds, whete ascending a rope 
ladder, by which they had got over, they contrived 
to get me over after them 5 and seating me on a 
horse, which was waiting to take me up on the 
other side, one of them got on with me, and spur- 
ring it on, the others, for there were several besidei^ 
il^e two who first carried me away, soon followed. 

At night they stopped at an old ruinotrs kind of 
a palace, between a house and castle, for it could not 
be called either. Here, as soon as I had tuken some 
refreshment/ 1 went to a room in one of the turrets. 
On examining, I found that it must have been aired 
and prepared some time previous, sin^ therefore my 
being carried off I knev^r was a premeditaited scheme, 
but of whose I could not tell. 

On the next motning 1 was called up, and pro- 
ceeded in the same manner as before. 1 attemptc^d 
to giet something out of the men who conducted 
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me, and get them to help me in making my escape ; ^ 
and a.t length one of them, taking advantage of the 
moment when his companion's attention was en- 
gaged on something else, made a sign that he woi 
come to me when we stopped at the place where w< 
were to pass the night. Encouraged by this suc- 
cess, I was quite rejoiced when the time came, and, 
as I had done on the evening before, went to m] 
room as soon as possible. After waiting for above 
an hour and a half, the men, as I suppose^ went 
sleep, and my man came up, and softly opened t1 
door. He as cautiously shut it again, and we thei 
began consulting what was best to be done. Man] 
plans were formed, and then rejected as unsafe^- 
and at the end of an hour our meeting ended, b] 
his telling me it would be impossible for me, to gew^ -^ 
off, and escape, until I arrived at the end of m^ 
journey, which he said would be next day, as 
companions were asleep in the room underneath, 
through which we must pass in order to get out^ 
and with the noise we must necessarily make oo^ 
opening the door, and going through, they woul& 
awake, and we should be undone. No sooner had 
he said this, than we heard a noise underneath ; and 
knowing it to be one of the men, who must have 
awoke, he hastened down, lest, being found away,, 
they might suspect what was going forward^ and 
prevent any such thing for the future. He got 
down just in time to prevent a discovery ; though, as 
good fortune would have it, the man who awoke 
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was 4lfunk>: and did not tlSierefote know what was 
going fi^rward. . i 

The! next jdaiy abdu*. aooa we got to the castle, at 
ithe.gate df which, to tny very great astismishment, 
stood iSir Humphrey ; who no aooiier saw me, than 
he came up, and would haVe retiewed bis importu- 
nities:; but I turned away from him with conteinpt : 
and he, finding it in rain, told the man to take me 
toi my room, and then to my g^reat joy went away. 
I wa» ushered into a little roomy in a long pas^ 
sage, where the hours passed tediously away be- 
tween that time and night, when my man had pro- 
^mised to come to me. 

At length the time came, and we held a grand 
consultation, in which he informed me, that if I 
would wait till el^ren o'clock at night, Uie banditti, 
whom he said lived in thci castle, would be either 
asleep, or . intoxicated 3 so that we might get away 
unperceived, and escape. This I agreed to ; and at 
that time descended by secret ways to the court, 
Where he had previously provided two of the best 
horses belonging to the robbers; and getting on 
these, we set out. For all that night and next day 
wc went on without interruption; but towards 
evening, we met a party of the banditti of the 
castle, who, knowing who we were, i^eized, and car- 
ried us' back. I was carried, and my man dragged, 
across the court ; and instead of being taken to my 
first apartment, I was conducted to those shbterra- 
neous ones, wldcb, from the direction in which you 
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came when you delivered me, youimust hdvs jMiased. 
Here the abominable Sir Humphrey came tkat very 
same evening to visit me, isnd I tnade not the Iea8t=^ 
scruple of avowing my det^tittion 6f him in 
stronger terms than ever; at whic^ it seams' he 
so enraged, that he declared he would give 
ruffians permission to do what they pleased 
me. And this thrieat 1 soon found he ineant io poi 
in execution ; for on the next evening, or 
night, finding the gratitig of my prison left a Uttl 
way open, I ventured out, and had hardly got 
the place where you found me, when I was sui* — - 
rounded by them, and, in a few moments after, yo 
rushed in to my assistance, and delivered me firou. ^ 
their hands. 

Thus did the Lady Fhilippa end her account ; an 
the knights, who could no longer contaiai tbem 
selves, began venting their indignation, 
in particular exdailned. What is this Sir Humprhrey 
that he should carry off all the damsels in the king 
dom ! He would fain have a seraglio, and Irve' ir — . 
splendor like unto a Turkish prince ! N0, ndC^ f 
while I have existence shall he do it. The other t#f^ I 
knights exactly agreed with hii^ ih opiftioD, »nf jf 
they formed together a most discordant concert j to 1 
which Michael, who just then entered, ahd hating f 
tripped over a huge piece of 'Stone, and fedlen into f 
the mire, added not a little. So that after some 1 
time, the ladies, whose ears were unused ta sudi a J 
sound, were much disturbed with ii, and went into f 
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Bfxotb^T apaitmient At length, however, ;the knights 
hftving Vjeotied their wmth, 9ni "the sqjiire bis com^ 
plaints ^t his tnisfortiuae^ they returned 5 and the 
fornouer. made many ap9k»gii^ for haying disturbed 
them.> which they readily act^epted^ being very far 
&om offended at their zeal. 

Th^y stayed al the peasant's cottage for three 
days miGMre, and then set put on their journey towards 
the Baron's Castle. A% night they § topped at a house 
by ihe way^side ; and Edward decided his intention 
of leafving tbem> mi ip^aking a tour round the coun- 
try. Accordingly/ next day, leaving the other two 
knigl^ to fiscoiit tbe< ladies home, he pursued his 
joujcney. And qqw^ J^avlpg him for a short space, 
we will proceed to relftte what happened to them on 
theirway. 

. They proceeded yery wejl until they were got 
within a day's journey of the castle -, when, stopping 
for the night a.t a bpuse on the road, a numerous 
band o£ men followed them in, who forthwith 
began drinking, and makipg merry> and invited the 
knighiB to partake of their merrip:ient 3 which they^ 
fearing lest they shoulc) give o {fence by refusing, com- 
plied with. But no sooner had they done this^ than 
the caitiffii Jtook forth a certain kind of composition^ 
and contrived by aw^e means or other to infuse it 
into the wine which the knights were to drink. As 
soon as they had ^wallowed this, they felt them- 
selves seized with a great drowsiness, and in a short 
4ime ieil ^aflt asleep. 
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X^Tien tliey aw6ke, ihey looked around^ and foiind, 
\o and behold! that the caiti£fe, ladies/ and every 
thing were gone. They got up, and, going to the 
stables, -where their squires were feeding and attend- 
ing on thdr horses, enquired whether they knew 
what was become of them > To which they replied, 
that the caitiis had been there for their horses ) end 
that not knowing any thing of their intentions, 
had Itt them go. At 'this information the 
knights were half distracted 3 and as soon as it w 
day-light, they mounted their steeds, and set ou 
full speed to the Baron's castle ; where they arrive 
about noon, and fbund him in great uneasiness ani 
alarm for the Lady EHlena : for after the ruffians' 
seizing and carrying her Off in the wood, they had 
let her maid go -, and she having gone and informed 
the Baron of what had happiened, this put him 
into a most terrible alarm, as he had sent mesaen-> 
gers to aU the places round, and could hot gain the 
least intelligence of her. Nor did the account o: 
the knights serve much to ledsen it 5 for when he 
heard, that at the very moment^ as it were, that she 
was about once more to arrive at the cd8t]e,'8he had 
been again carried off in such a provoking manner, 
he could no longer contain himself, and began 
loudly to lament his fate^ and utter exclamation^ of 
sorrow. 

Sir Francis, who was still with him, and the 
two young knights, having at length succeeded in 
lessening his grief, and the latter having: prdmised 
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to use their utmost diligence in finding out what 
Tvas become of, and once more delivering^ the Lady 
Ellena and her companion^ with whose name Sir 
Francis fancied he was acquainted, they set out, 
with the intention of joining their friend Edward at 
the shores opposite the Isle of Wight, which was 
the place they had appointed previous to their part- 
ing. There they, after a pleasant journey, arrived, 
and found him at the cottage, or rather hut, of a 
fisherman, which was built on the sea-shore. 

The day after their arrival, as they were riding on 
the beach, consulting which way they should go, they 
all on a sudden perceived two knights in armour 
approaching them at a considerable distance, who, 
when they came near enough to be within hearing, 
stopped ; and one of them^ lifting up his vizor, and 
nusimg his voice, exclaimed, " O valorous knights, 
you will surely^ if you do not yet know of the abo- 
minable doings in the Isle of Wight, not refuse 
your assistance and aid in a cause, which, when 
you have heard it, you will confess not only to be 
commendable and honourable, but even necessary 
to be conformable unto the rules of chivalry ; which 
is, that knights should defend and protect aU in- 
jured damsels." Thus spoke the knight, and stopped > 
and Edward, with the Baron's two sons, having 
approached nearer, enquired what they meant. To 
which the knight, having with the other turned 
their horses the same way with Edward and his 
• companions^ answered^ ^' You have not then yet 
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h99ifd of the $trang« and shameful doipg^ which are 
gaiag oa la the opfx>sii;e isl^Ad. As mysdf aad xoy 
comp^iM^n wfiKe jpwwej^iag alpDg |ihe high-road^, 
Qur/^^iJS^ were a^ailieid witti the^o^rid, ilernment caf4 
mkth; 9m\, JoQkipg rounds p^cjeiyed it tp cmm 
from a >^^ eastlcTliV.^ edifice ; /ai^d on enquiring intg 
tk^ A^om^j WjB wpre told by the p^a^ant^y, that Hm 
C^t].e biBlooged to a c^A^n caitiff', who^e power and 
richjBs \v/ere y/ery extep^iye> and i^ho had pp le3^ than 
fifteen gaJLIies, and an hundred retainer^^ which b/e 
di^pejrs/ed in ydiflferent placea. And that nvoPWYPT at- 
hi§ qastle thewe jv^re no less than fiy^ and twwiiy 
darnels, which his foUow/srs had jtak^^ of varipjv^ 
ranks. Enraged at ihia inforimatAon, w» isnn^edf- 
a$^y 9^i out in search of some iknights^ who mi^t 
^^ist n9 in delivering these dam^^U^ we h^n^ hy 
oursely/es too anwill a forc^ to execute it 3 apd ^spmr 
ing oyer hither, met with ypu, O yalorons fcnig^t^^ 
wb?i»# tilting to ywNT gallantry^ we addi^es^ ypu 
fer the |>ur|J»ose ye have beaard/* 

Thus did ti^ knjght end his speech, and the three 
knights (Consented to their jrequcst, as fiovi what he 
had said, they entertained a suspicion that the Ijady 
SUeaa and; h^f c»jnp«<iien might be amongst the 
dam^fls in thie c^Cs castle. They thejnefom coa-f 
ducted the other two knights^ iwhose names were 
Sijr Orlsuodo Hc^rnalf and ^ir Roland Fitzgermf^ij 
to the fisherman's hut, whose' boat th^ hired to 
Qonvey them over to the island, in whieh the obiasi 
of their expeditiqn was centered. 
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HiLviAg U^ft th^r ^lorse^ at ^he hut, th^ with 
tbeir squires went op board t^e boat 5 and rowing 
off, thiey about noQii lavd^ at the pli|ce of 4e9ti- 
aaUon; wheiie having procured ^. disguise jto put 
over their ariBOjur> tl^ey went to the castle, and 
knQcjiLed. llie g^t^ w^ opened, and thej pretend* 
ing to have been shipwrecked op the coast the night 
before ip a storm, which, there having been a very 
higji on^e, was extremely probiable, they were ad- 
mitted, aiid conducted to the chief or head caitiff; 
who received them very gravely, and ordered his 
no^n po see to thepi. About the middle of the day, 
Uiey caught a glimpse of the damsels who were in 
the casjde, and whom the caitiff negularly conversed 
With every day, when to their gr^t joy they found 
their i9uspic|o^^ wfeU fpu;[>ded, ^ both the Lady El- 
Jena apd Fhilippa w^re amongst them: and ^hey 
hfl^l an oppo^rt^pi^y, yi^hi^e tl^e cfutiff was emplpy^ 
in atteq4ii|g to one of the other damsels, (for he 
popver§e4 WAjth them by iwm,) to go up, and 
whisper tp tb^m that they were there, an4 ^hould 
9^i|ipt their deUvejTa^ce, ^d that therefore they 
mu9t be in neadipess ag^nst th^ iMghf^* 

Wben the tipi/e came, the calti^ begap dnnking, 
aad, not noindipg their guests, were ip 1^ short tippe 
drunk. Pr^ently they fell asleep. The kpights, 
taking advantage oi their defepcekss situation, got 
up, and, throwing off their disguise, secured their 
haiids fast beipnd tl^m, ami th€p went up to th^ 
rooms, which they had found put the damsels in- 
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habited^ and to which they had retired^ from 
whence they liberated them ; and the damsels^ to 
whom the Lady EUena had communicated the in- 
telligence that the knights were there^ received 
them with such an exdhmation of joy and noise, 
that awoke the caitifTs below ; who, finding them- 
selves with their hands fastened behind them, and 
their guests gone, immediately guessed what had 
occasioned it, and began swearing and running 
against one another, as the only means of venting 
their vexation. 

In a short time, however, the knights came 
down, at whose appearance they became more quiet, 
and awaited in silence the decision of their fate; 
when Edward, advancing, thus addressed the chief 
caiti£P : " Thou knowest, O caitiff, that by the law 
thou wouldest be hanged 5 nevertheless, as thou hast 
not dmie as many with thy power would, nor vio- 
lated the damsels in thy possession, (for this he had 
learnt of them on their liberation,) but contentedst 
thyself with enjoying their company uid conversa- 
tion, we will be satisfied with depriving thee of the 
means to do so for the future.** Then, addressing 
himself to the others, " But as for you, ye abomi- 
nable miscreants, as you have been sharers and asr 
sisters in the crimes and errors of your chief, without 
being partakers in his merit, you must be delivered 
tip to jxistice.** Here he stopped j and the chief cai- 
tifs, who had hitherto been quite silent, b^an malc- 
ing mafiy thanks J while the others observed a sul- 
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leu degreie ^^lence/w«ll knowing hbw litde>they. 
had to expect fFom a prince^ who enforced «ind pnt^ 
the lat«rs in execution with so much vigour as the 
pr^^ent monarch. 

Mithael was then didpsM?ched to the ne3tl^town 
for a ms^irate, to take the caitiffs iti charge; andi 
lib ^fl- short time he returned^ bringing witli him a> 
veritable justice, arid a large party of* his men j 
who leaving taken aWay their charge^ the fire 
knights passed the rest of the: evening very pleasant* 
ly, in festivity and mirth, with the damsels. 

After remaining at the castle 'for three days, the; 
different ladies departed to tWeir Tei^pective homes, 
and the knights, with their squires, the Ladies £!<- 
lena and Philippa, aiid another damsel, with whom 
they had contriEu^ted a dose intimacy while in capti- 
vity in the caitiff's doniain, went back in the fisher^ 
man*s boat to the hut; where, after staying on6 
night. Sir Orlando and Sir Rowland parted from 
them to pursue their journey ; and the other three 
knights escorted the ladies home, where they were 
joyfully received by the Baron. Nor was Sir Fran- 
cis an unconcerned spectator, as he now recollected 
and found the Lady Philippa was his niece : and as 
she did not appear to have any inclination to return 
to the monastervt he resolved to do as he had done 
by Edward, and take her into his family, as a better 
and more suitable situation, than to be entirely 
alone and unprotected. Accordingly he declared to 
her his intention ^ with which she was much pleased. 
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and acx^eded to it with |)l^»Sttre ; and eyc^ tjiiog 
virm settii^jd thftt it eihonU b0^o.,; 

The ladies accounted for tbw sudden ,a|id yei^a^ 
tious disappearance, by relating wfatat ha3 .ab^ady 
been menliooed^ that the caitWs had mip^^d a 
certain com^siiion. in the wilier which the knig)i|8 
drank^ the.effeats lof whi<^ were so ^trpiif i^4 
powerfid^lhat the poise jAiey made^ wh^p J^ jnea 
attempted to ,caitry them of ^ ii^ order tp awa^e thqi^, 
failed in. its intcs^ed purpp^e: and Michaels wl^p 
was heartily t^^^jfi^A at iQApe inpr^ getting b^ck tq 
thftfc^fitl^ 9»d not. running in tp tl^ risks att^n4f^t 
on his sqttire»hip> cqmU. sqar^ AQJ^i^in hims<^. for 
joy. 

Sir Eranc]3 h»d now been nearly fpnr mont)^ 
at ^e eastle of the JBftfOn ; ^p t^ing l^yp of hio), 
hesetout afojrtnightafter thi^rfftnm of thj^ koights 
on hi? journey hOQi^wand^* 
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* On th6 jdlirriey, Sff iVtfntia^ ikd an bfyporttttiity of 
se^hg to advantage the Tirt&eid and Excellent qmh- 
lie^ of Edward. Ut eihry dfty cthtoot^ered f rle^h o»^, 
atid ttie prepossessiorK he hioiA alt filr§t entertaiuM 
in his &vour w^ not at iifi lesdenedy tmt on the 
contrary much inci^ased^ and indeed not u^ithotit 
te^oh^ ais the young knight had, ih the dhort 
Apace ii^hkh he had torntinuediik the Baron* d cae^k, 
deinefanedf hiittdetf With bui^h re^rd atfd soliciftide for 
the pleasure arifd datAfdti of his hefie^Mifor^ a» might 
ver^y Mire turned a heart of flint i» hi^ fairodr. 

&it Fratic^ hailing some bibines^ of great im- 
pchriahce to transa^ in Loildon, whi<5h he wish^ 
fo settle "be^foref he retttnied to his own' estate, they 
stopped for some days in that city; diring'wbfdli 
ti6ie Stt Francis was informed of the deaith of the 
old King, as he was ^ingoil An ^pedltiofn againlst 
th^ Scots ,' atid that the young Prince h«id Men, s»id, 
having concluded a truce, the army was rettimtng. 
These Were things Which gal^^ Sir ^^thiis very 
great uneasiness, as the yodhgth^ifiee had alwaj^, 
in the occasional visits to court which he had made 
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since his retirement^ expressed a great dislike to 
him ; and though he did not believe it amounted of 
itself to a sufficient height to do him any very great 
mischief, yet he had another subject much stronger, 
and which for many reasons made him dread the ef- 
fects of the young Prince's' havlnj^ absolute power. 
While he had the old King to look to for pro- 
tection, he had nothing to fear -, but now this sup- 
port was gone, he knew not what to expect; m!(^t 
arise out of the. close intimikcy of the Fi^'ince with 
Peter Gaveston, who was then becoming, a great 
favourite, as hfi had prevailed on the King to prp- 
hibit their keeping company together. T^js had by 
some means or other come to the ears of the ft- 
vourite, who, enraged at it, immediately regardiod 
him as a person who was his rival, apd coi^inuallj 
employed in working his destruction. Frpm sudi 
an enemy, therefore, Sir Francis thought there w«8 
but little to ex^QCt, and; doubted x^ot b^tj^hat tbe 
Prince, to gratify his favourite, would provad^him 
the means, to do any thing, he plepse^. Thesq un- 
easy reflections, however, he kept from die know- 
/ledge of ^Edward and tte Li^dy Philippa. lest it 
; ahdttld disturb Ihem with dia^al (apprehensions ^ and 
having settljed the business which had caused his 
^tay . to hisf^atfsf^iction, he pursued his journey hoiae- 
.-^wajtds. _ ■]:,-. 

• t At^ length he ar4^ed at^hi^ estate, wh^^^Jo 
, ^is great . ^toni0hmQnt and grief^ he leari^ that 



287 

Sir Humphrey de Valence had lately purchased a 
large estate and domain in the neighbourhood -, 
and> indeed/ there was nothing but a kind of 
grove or wood that separated the border of it from 
Sir Francis's. He therefore could not think his 
niece safe out of his sight ; and once she was nearly 
being met by him^ when walking in the wood. Sir 
Francis, therefore, as he had some friends in France, 
•^ resolved to go over thither, aaid, if his friends were 
yet Irving, seek an asylum with them ; and if not, 
to go to some retirement, and there live the rest of 
his life in peace and quietness, or at least until such 
a time as, he could with safety return to his own 
country. So addressing himself to Edward and the 
Lady Philippa, as one afternoon they were endea- 
vouring by their conversation to enliven him, and 
drive awby the gloom with which his countenance 
was overspread, he thus began : " I had once hoped, 
to spend the latter part of my days in my native 
eountry, but I now find that it is likely to be other- 
wise : it is necessary that we should depart as soon 
as possible from this place. You wiU therefore get 
• ready, and prepare the things which you intend to 
take with you, to be in readiness^ against the wind 
becomes ilivourable, that there may then be no de- 
lay* The knight and lady therefore went to their 
respective apartments, to collect together and pack 
their little stock of goods. This job wlis> however, 
soon done, as the armour and hunUng utensils of 
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the fcMhner coinpos^ the chief pari of his B^ie ; 
and a few articles of attire, with drawing machines', 
constituted the whole of the hitter : these w^re re- 
motti^ to the little vessel, which Sir Francis had 
hired for the purpose of donveying them over to th^ 
continent^ and which was anchored beneath the 
cUfifSi on the top of which was situated the mansibni 
and estate of Sir Francis. 

Nothing was now wanting but a fair wind^ as he 
had previously dism&sed all his attendants, except 
those few which he intended to accompany him in 
his voyage, and this was on the following aftamoo^ 
granted them. Leaving therefore the honse, they 
descended a steep path, which led down to the sea 
side, where a boat was waiting for them, to carry 
them to the ship ; knd as they stepped into the bark, 
Edward and the Lady Fhilippa cdtrld hot help cBst'- 
ing a look of i^gret behind ihen^ : Michael like- 
wise, whd was (yrle of the piirty, wds in a Maoist vio- 
lent rage at coming away from thHr own eomi- 
try, and ceased not a most vehement liarangiR 
for a Whofe hbtrr ; ahd wodld hdve ki^pt dn ranich 
lottgeif, hS(d he not been checked by Sir FMncis, who 
stlaiced him in a moment. 

The evemitig being very Hhe, the Lady Philip^ 
reiiikained seated on dedc, w^tchi% the mdtion of 
the vessel, ^, swiftly glidinj^ before the wind, ft 
cut through the waives, and left alo^g tra^k beliifid 
it ', whidh, beihg illnia&nated by the rays of %he>^t- 
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breeze wafting tbeiaii from jtlie shore> ^0911 carried 
them OMt of Sight of C^e white (^iffs. 

Aa she $idX thus^ h^r thoughts ^sumed a. poetical 
tttni> aod she was just about to put oil pa^p^r a short 
so&iiet> when a nooft trem^n^ous clap of thunder, 
which was followed by several others of less force^ 
STOused her from thcrse reflections.. Immediately 
the sky became overspread with clouds of a blacky 
fiery^ and hideous aspect, which, piled in, lov^g (^Of 
lumas in the air« seemed by their horrible appear** 
aAce to'pcrrtend a vei7 violent storm^ The sails were 
jqutckly farled up by the marinefs | an4, ere she could 
teach the steps which de^cended in to, the little ca- 
Jbin, where Sir Frands and Ed^vard were seated, the 
waves, whkh had for some time past bcfen becoiQ^ 
ing giladually more and more .agitated, beat with 
coasiderable rioleude against the side of the vessel. 
While the former assisted the marineis in guiclii^g 
the sh^)^ with one of Sir Francis> servants, t^^ lat'* 
tier renaained below to quiet the fears of the Lacly 
PMIippa i for she, havijug never been on t^e watf^r 
-before> began now to be somewhat terrified i as was 
likewise Michael, who, huddled up in one corner Qf 
-the room, lamented aloud more than ever their leav^ 
Ing England, and, ei;p/ecting every n^pment the sl^^ 
r.wouki go to the bottom, and that they shoul^ be 
• i^wallowed up in the waves, (though indeed the storpi 
had but yet Attained toa small and trifling degree 
of violence,) hardly dared to look up, lest his eyea^ 

V 
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should be assuled with the fearful sight of the sea,' 
pouring into the vessel, in vast showers. 

The fears of the Lady Philippa were of such a 
nature, as soon to be destroyed by a small portion 
of reasoning;; but those of Michael were such, 
that argument had not the least efifect in con- 
quering them^ but rather served to aggravate than 
lessen. When Sir Francis therefore argued with 
him on the very little ground there was for his t^- 
roTS, he only exclaimed, with great vehemence^ oa 
the vast pity it was to leave their own country^ and 
the moral impossibility of volks restraining them- 
selves when in a Aright ; interspersing at intervals a 
*' nid not/* or some other of his expressions. fW- 
ing that it was all in vain. Sir Francis left the squire 
to vent his terror as he pleased, &i^d seated Mmsdtf 
on the floor, the rocking of the vessel being too 
great to admit of his resting himself on a chair; 
indeed he was forced to lay hold on the side, to pre- 
vent being seen rolling about. A still silence per- 
vaded the cabin, which was only interrupted by the 
occasional noise of the men above, and ihe loud 
exclamations of Michael, who sent forth most dole- 
ful and piteous cries, when the ship, after being car* 
ried by the waves mountains high, was all on a sud- 
den precipitated down into a horrible depth. 

Thus did the night pass out, and at day-light the 
storm was somewhat abated ; but the vessel pre- 
sented a viery dismal spectacle, and was much da* 
0)aged : they^ however, continued to sail on as ftst 
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as possible^ and at noon diaoovek'ed domethliig dfirk- 
at a distance^ which they at first supposed to he 
land 5 but wheti they approached nearer^ they found 
to thdr great disappointment that it was nothing 
more than a vessel. This vessel presently ap-^ 
pioached them^ and they found to their great alarm 
that it was a pirate. The crew of the bark, in which 
Sir Francis wa8« consisted at first of only fifteen meni 
and of these four had been washed overboard^ and 
perished during the storm ^ so that the number was 
rtiduced to eleven, llie pirate had at least fi vie or 
six and twenty -, added to which^ instead of being 
injured in' the 8torm> it was quite fresh out of port, 
a:nd conseqiibently every way greatly superior. The 
mariners stared at each other, and looked aghast $ 
and Michael, trembling like a leaf for fea)r, began 
to harangue most vehemently, and declaimed 
agaifkst their ever having gone from their own 
country. It was too late for this to be of any ser- 
vice 5 yet he had a satisfaction in setting fbrth any 
thing that was likely to support and give credit to 
his own opinion. Thus ^d he begin : '* I though! 
as how we should find no good, but get us into sonie 
hobble and scrape, by coming prancing away from 
our own land 5 and now do ye see we shall be 
snapped up by these what-d'ye-call-e«n pirate men; 
Egad, I never thought we should be the better for 
this voyage, not I indeed, I can tell ye ; I shant re- 
lish being cooped up like a biiid in a cage, all for 
nothing.** Thus he vented his vexation, until he had 
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exhausted his whole store of inrective^ and com-^ 
plaints ; when^ not being able to keep on for lack 
of language to rq>eat^ he was forced to be silent. 

'Edward after some time succeeded in inciting the 
men to a vigorous resistance; and encouragiiig 
them by his example^ thej^ notwithstanding their 
inferiority, succeeded in repulsing three Tigofous 
attacks of the pirates, and finally dfove them off, 
with considerable loss $ when, pursuing their voyage, 
they arrived in the evening about dusk at the pboe 
of their destikiation, which was alittk poirt on the 
coast of France. 

Here Sir Francis landed with his household ; and 
wrote letters to his friends, who had formeily 
lived about fifteen leagues off, to know if they 
were yet alive, imd desiring them, if they were, to 
let him know immediatdy. After these were dis^ 
patched, he waited for some time in hopea of re- 
ceivii^ answers -, but at the end of that time, which 
was three whob weeks, his letters were returned ud^ 
opened ; and he knew by tlm that his friends were 
dead, and their estates and possessions fallen into 
other hands. He therefore determined to try and 
find out some pleasant retirement, and there retrett 
with his little household : for this purpose he went 
once more on board the vessel, and, sailing a fSew 
miles farther up the coast, anchored in a little kind 
of bay, or creek, by the side of a large miyestic fb** 
rest, in the midst of which the white towers of aa 
ancient and el^;ant castle reared themselves above 



the surrounding trees^ and commanded an extensive 
view of the ocean. Here it was that Sir Francis 
proposed to stop^ hoping, as the castle was to all 
appearance, at the distance he heheld it, and by the 
small pait he could see, uninhabited, he might get 
permission of the owner, to whomsoever it be- 
longed, to reside there. Going therefore in a boat 
on shore, he ascended the beach with his people, 
and entered the long avenue, which to all appear* 
ahce led to the house or castle. In this every thing 
bore marks of dreariness and desolation ; the gravd 
walk was quite covered and choaked up with weeds 
and long grass ; the trees were half of them dead, 
or decaying, for want of proper care -, and the leaves, 
which lay in quantities on the ground, added not in 
ft small degree to the dismal appearance of the place. 
It was then the beginning of November, and a 
chill blast howled through the trees, and disturbed 
the leaved, which yet remained on the branches. 
Sir Francis thought the avenue would have no end ; 
but at length, to his great joy, he caught a glimpse 
of the building through the trees, and in a very few 
moments found himself in the court beneath it. 
The castle looked equally dismal with the avenue 
that led to it ; the windows were all shut up, and it 
iseemed quite deserted and uninhabited. The gate 
was: unfastened 5 but Sir Francis did not like to enter, 
and take possession of it, without first obtaining 
leave. He therefore dispatched Michael forth to 
see if there was any person living near the estate, 
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who might have the care of the castle^ and sufficient 
authority to admit them as residents there. 

After waiting about half an hour, he began to be 
impatient ; and for amusement he resolved to walk 
round the building. Accordingly he did so 3 and the 
more he saw of it^ the more he wished that he might 
be able to obtain it for a residence. When he got 
to the other side, he heard Michael bawling out to 
him ', and going to him, found that he had brought 
with him an old man of about seventy, whose name 
was Anthony, by which name we shall hereafter call 
him. On enquiring, he found that this man had 
the charge of the castle, and was entire manager. 
He therefore informed him of his wish, and enquired 
if it were possible for him to inhabit the place : to 
which Anthony replied, that if he had courage, and 
chose to encounter the occasional visits of evil spi- 
rits, he was very welcome, as the owner of the 
estate, which was a certain noble marquis of Nor- 
mandy, never came there, for very particular rea^ 
sons, and he was left merely to keep it from ^EdHng 
to ruin entirely. 

Sir Francis therefore, who regarded not in the 
least the first part of the speech, gladly laid hold on 
such a favourable opportunity of procuring a plea- 
sant residence for himself and his household, to 
the great discomfort, terror, and dissatisfaction of 
Michael J who no sooner heard evil spirits men- 
tioned, than he fell into a most violent shake and 
tremble, and fancied almost that he beheld appari- 
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tions^ ghosts^ and spectres gliding about in the 
forest. Nor was Michael the only one who was 
under the influence of those fears -, for Margaret^, thei 
jLa^y Philippa's maid^ experienced them likewise in 
a great degree 3 so that when Anthony opened the 
door of the castle^ and shewed them into the great 
hall^ they threw a fearful glance around^ and fancied 
spirits were standing against the walls. 

After shewing them through the castle> Anthony 
conducted Sir Francis and his party to. a little cha- 
pel on the north side^ whose marble pillars, totter^ 
ing with neglect, but ill supported a massive carved 
roof, and seemed every n^oment as if they woul4 
give way. Here he pointed out to the party some 
very elegant monuments, and various articles worth 
notice ; but as he did this. Sir Francis could not 
help observing that he trembled in a violent degree^ 
and cast at times a fearful look around the place, 
particularly towards the altar, which stood at the 
farther end of the chapel: he therefore enquired 
the cause of it. His conductor informed him, that 
twenty years ago, a certain lady, of the family to 
which the castle belonged, had been poisoned, and 
that ever since that time her ghost had been in the 
habit of sitting, on the altar, and walking about the 
chapel, lamenting her fate. Sir Francis, therefore, 
knovfring that with such fears the shewing th^ 
through the chapel must needs be a very disagree- 
able job, went out of it ', and although he regarded 
not what Anthony had said about the ghost, he felt 
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a curiosity to know the partienlars of the d€ath of 
this lady that had been poisoned. He enquired of 
him^ if he was acquainted with the circunistaiices 
attending it : to which he replied^ that he waa not 
himself much acquainted with it, but that there was 
in the castle a certain manuscript, giving a fuU ac* 
count of it. 

The next thing now to be done was the selecting 
of the apartments which they were to occupy 5 and 
after some consideration and deliberation^ six were 
chosen out from the rest, of the least decayed, and 
which were, to the great joy of Michael^ at the end 
of the building quite opposite the chapel. Thej 
then set about airing, and rendering them habita-* 
ble with comfort in a tolerable degree. This job 
took them up until night -, when, by the indefatiga- 
ble exertions of Edward and the Lady Philippa, as- 
sisted by Sir Francis and the whole household, the 
apartments were tolerably aired, the crannies, cre- 
vices, and holes stopped up, and the dust and rub- 
bishy which had been accumulating ever since the de- 
parture of the owner, was cleared up. The towers, 
overgrown with ivy, began insensibly to lose their 
d^amp dismal aspect, and assume an air of cheerful- 
ness, which being inhabited alone ccadd give, that 
being the only thing that could possibly check tjle 
rapid ruin and destruction which was then prevail- 
ing, and prevent its falling entirely to decay. 

The household of Sir Francis was as follows, and 
the rooms were appropriated accordingly. JEIe had 
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brought with him, besicks Michael and Mai^uret^ 
tw(> other attendants^ a man and a woman, whereof 
the fiormer was named Oswald, and the latter Mary. 
Now Oswald was the very reverse df Michael, and, 
instead of being afraid of evil spirits, feared not any 
thing, and had not the least notion of ghosts 5 so 
that he looked on the terrors of the squire as laugh- 
able and ridiculous. Mary likewise was not subject 
to thoae fears, which held such complete power and 
dominion over her two fellow-servants. These two 
therefore occupied the apartment which was situated 
nearest to the end of the building where the chapd 
wa» ; Edward, with his squire Michael, had the next > 
the Ibady Philippa with her maid took up a third j 
and Sir Francis a fourth. The other two were em« 
ployed, one as a sitting room, and the other as t 
kitchen. 

Thits were things disposed en the firet night, when 
the whole af the partyi behig much fatigued with 
the events of the day, retired early to rest. But it 
WB9 long ere the eyes of the fearful squire, or Mar- 
garet, were closed in sleep ; lor their terror of spirvtit*, 
and lest the ghost of the poisoned lady should take 
It into Its head to visit them, kept them wide awake ; 
«nd by their fbars they likewise disturbed the Lady 
I^ilippa and Edward in such an intolerable degree, 
that it verily was quite insupportable. They rea- 
soned with them in vaias 3 reasoning had not the least 
effect ; nor was it until they were wearied with their 
own exclamationa and idk fears> that they fell asleep. 
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Every thing was thea perfectly still, solemn^ and si- 
lent, and nought intervened to disturb the mournful 
quiet, but the hollow murmurings of the wind among 
the trees around, and the dismal screams of the owl, 
soaring forth at midnight, when all the rest of na- 
ture is wrapped in silence and repose, to make its so- 
litary nocturnal excursion. 

In the midst of this dead quietness Sir Francis 
awoke : he had dreamed, that he was in the castle of 
the Baron Fitzclarence, at a grand rejoicing, in ce- 
lebration of the marriage of Edward with the Lady 
EUena: there every thing wore the appearance of 
gaiety and merriment, and nothing appeared to in- 
terrupt the festivity of the scene. The sudden con-^ 
trast of so dismal a scene, as that into which he 
awoke, with one of rejoicing and mirth so un- 
bounded as he had but the moment before fancied 
himself in, struck him with a gloomy turn ; and be 
thought how unlikely i% was that he should ever he- 
hold those dreams realized 3 yet at the same time be 
could not help having a presentiment that he should 
one day see them fulfilled. Agitated between these 
two very opposite and contrary emotions, he con- 
tinued a short time awake ; but fatigue suffered him 
not long to indulge in these reflections ; and hR 
once more sunk into a state of forgetfulness and 
sleep. 

The night passed on : morning at length ap« 
peared ; and the forest rays oi the sun, breaking 
through the long Gothic casement into the apart- 
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ments^ awoke Edward ; who^ starting up^ dressed 
himself^ and, seizing a hunting spear^ went forth ia 
the forest to hunt^ leaving Michael snoring aloud to 
enjoy himself, and take his full portion of sleep. 
After being gone about two hours, he came back ; 
and on his return found Sir Francis and the Lady 
Philippa descended to the sitting room, where Mar- 
garet, having brought in a suit of breakfast things^ 
which had been rummaged up the preceding day 
from among the stores of the castle for present use» 
they seated themselves by the side of an oaken tablCj* 
which, though considerably mutilated and defacedjr 
yet retained sufficient of its former ornaments to 
shew that it had once been very elegant and magni- 
ficent. The windows of the room overlooked the 
trees and shrubbery around the castle, and com- 
manded an extensive view of the sea on one side ; 
on the other the distant country and hills formed a 
beautiful landscape. In this delightful retirenoent^ 
Sir Francis found his spirits gradually restored to 
their proper height^ and his household, who had no 
evil thoughts to trouble their imaginations^ were for 
the most part delighted, except when the fearful 
part of it were influenced by the dread of visits 
from the ghost. 

Time passed on, and they had now been a fort- 
night at their new habitation. There was a certain 
walk which led around on the outside of the forest, 
along the sea-shore, to the cottage, or hovel, of An- 
thony, in which Sir Francis^ leaning on the arm of 
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the Lady Plulippa> loved of a.fine afternoon to walk, 
frhile £dward was pursuing liis sport in the adjoin- 
ing forest. It was in one of these walks that^ as 
they were returning home towards the castle, the 
sun being just about to set, and as they were view- 
ing the waves, but just agitated by a soft breeze, and 
rolling with an almost imperceptible motion and 
sound towards the shore, they on a sudden perceived 
a white speck, as it were, on the ocean. Surprised 
at this, as from the calmness of the weather it was 
next to impossible for it to be the surge, they stop- 
ped, and fixed their eyes for a moment on the spot ; 
when on its approaching nearer, they discovered it 
to be a sail, which was apparently approaching the 
shore where they stood. Perfectly astonished at this, 
they seated themselves on a stone bench, in order to 
watch the progress of the vessel. It, as they expected, 
came towards the shore, and then sailing up the 
little creek, in which Sir Francis had landed, there 
anchored ; when a boat came on shore with twelve 
persons in it, whereof three were females, four ma- 
riners, and the rest apparently knights with their 
squires. Sir Francis therefore, being impatient to 
know who it was, got up, and walked towards the 
boat to enquire -, when what was his astonishment, to 
behold the Baron Fitzclarence, with his two sons, 
and their squires, the Lady Ellena, her maid, and 
the young damsel, who, as it has before been men- 
tioned, accompanied her from the caitiff^s castle! 
After expressing his surprise, and passing the usual 
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€otnpIimentd> he enquired what had brought him 
there. To which the Bwoa replied^ that he had left 
the country for the same purpose ^ Sir Francis > 
and that having landed at the village or port in 
which Sir Francis had before stopped^ he had there 
gotten information that he had gone on along the 
4x>a8t a short time before* He had epme after him« in 
hopes of inhabiting the same plaee^ a^ he had like- 
wise found out the place where Sir Francis was. 
They therefore walked towards the castle^ where^ il? 
soon as they arrived, Michael was dispatched to 
search for Edward to entertain the young knight9> 
and the Lady Philippa entertained her two compa- 
nions. 

Edward had at the usuiil time repaired to the 
place where he generally met Sir Francis and kis^ 
niece on their return home, when he was somewhat 
surprised to find them not there; but supposing 
that they had passed on before, and gone home, he 
pursued the path that led to the castle* Sir Francis 
had then gone down to speak with the Baron ori the' 
beach, and he arrived at die castle, and crossed the 
hall, without being perceived by any one. doing 
up stairs, and finding Sir Francis was n6t ikd he' 
expected in the sitting room, he went to his ownf 
apartment ; where he had not been seated a quarter" 
of an hour, before Michael came running in; and 
exclaimed, '' Laud, sir, ye are wanted this very 
moment down stairs; this very moment must ye 
come/* *' Wanted^ said Edward, what am I wanted 
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liboui in such haste? I hope nothing terrible has 
happened? I hope SirFranciB— " "Laud, eir, cried 
Michael, what a notion ! There's nothing terrible 
happened, I can assure ye ; no, but on the contrary, 
Ver}' good news, and very excellent doings." " What 
good newi^ and fine doings," said Edward, Who 
eould not any way imagine the meaning and pur- 
port of all this. •' Why, sir, here's the Baron Fiti— 
what-d'ye-caU-um — clarence, and his two Sons, 
that ye travelled about with I know not how long, 
and had like to have got into such horrible scrapes 
with, said Michael ; nay, what's more, there is tlie 
Lady Ellena, that ye delivered out of an old castle, 
and that I thinks as how ye be in love with, and 
that other damsel that ye brought sway from the 
caitiff's castle. They came here in a vessel this after- 
noon, and be all assembled in the great sitting room, 
and the knights they are waiting for ye to come uid 
entertain *em. I have been all over the forest ill 
search of ye, and thought as how the ghost had car- 
ried ye off j and so this is what ye are wanted so 
very urgently for." " 1 think, said Edward, you 
take strange notions into your head, and talk very 
oddly about my being in love ; pray, where did yoti 
ever see any thing to encourage you in thefmicy of 
these vagaries and nonsense?** ^^ Ah, sir ! cried Mi- 
chael, ye need not think to make voiks believe but 
what ye are in love, as has seen as mUch of ye as 1 
have, that ye nid not. Why here, I have but spoke of 
it just in a light sort of way, and jre are all in a fiutter, 
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ye." " And is it not enough to put me in aflutter^ 
when people impute to one such things as you- have 
just been laying to my charge ? Is it not very Vexr 
atious and disagreeable to be for ever worried aad 
teazed with a repetition of such idle nonsense V* 
cried Edward^ endeavouring to conceal the confusion 
into which these two unexpected speeches had 
thrown him^ but whieh^ notwithstanding, was, but 
too evident. ^^ Egad, said the squire, it's of no use to 
keep on so ; if ye did not have some concern in it, 
ye would not bristle up in such a wrath. 1 warrant 
knights have fallen in love before now, and so ye be 
not the only one, and nid not make such a.mijgh^ 
fuss. But volks has other business than waiting up 
here 5 I be wanted down stairs j so I would be glad 
if ye would tell me what 1 am to say, and tet me go, 
lest I get scolded for not minding my work.'* /' Yoa 
may say then, that I will be down as soon as possi- 
ble,*' said Edward, glad to get rid of his troublesome 
company ; and no sooner bad he said this^ than he 
wad gone. 

He then tried to recover himself from his agi- 
taUon, into which the sudden and unexpect^ 
news that the Lady EUena was bek>w had thrown 
him I and having at length collected all his resolu- 
tioB, and considering that if he stayed longer it 
might appear strange, he descended the stairs, 
and found the knights vastly impatient of his stay. 
He saluted them, the Baron, and the Lady Barba- 
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but when he caine to the Lacly Ellleiia, all his reso-^ 
luth>n fiuled : the fonnal spe^h which he had pre-* 
pared was instantly forgottea y aad, after making 
half a dozen blunders in as many senteaoea, he was 
forced ta stop ; while the X<ady fiUena^ to prevent 
being obsarved^ as she easily cpnceived the cause of 
it, turn^ away, as if everything had pasac4q^tte 
properly : atid the Lady Barbaripa^ who at that i9Qr 
ment eaiiic uji} dedar^Kl he was vastly impi^vedsinef 
iShe isist saw hiau ' 

This damsel, who» as it ha& already been tnen<- 
tioxied, was the san^e as they delivered from the 
tdiaiti£Bi, was hetr^ to arvery Hnttiense domMn ; bl^ 
both her parents having" died whea she was very 
young", she had been entrusted to the eare of an old 
uncle of above seventy, Who^ loving indolenee and 
ease/ scrupled not^for his own f^0ttliarvcomf(irt»to 
^•omittit her entirely to the superintendeiaee and ia- 
Mifuetion of an ush^r, whom 'he hired ^fcu^^a laost tat- 
c^bitiLht ptetninm. But this^ as -he was pesaessed 
of ample means to discharge, signified not on^ sterav. 
Now this venei^ble personage, hatingi a very ptcu^ 
lidr aversion and dislike tatbe very stYiet ifinamjltir in 
which' <he'(fomsels of thos^ fiaiesi were brd«ght«p 
in oM desdiate places, and nbt persaitted to stit^mis 
inch, did ilot hesita^ to acquire ^voor with) his illis- 
irestf^ to let her hove much tooiq' liberty « fAk$m * mm 
Advisable, and pennitthe atteiitions^ certain gul* 
kbt loxlghts in the neighlbourhoodj t BuKas ^Oie 
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eve&ing they wei^ returning firom an appointiiientl 
with a certain knight^ named Sir Thomas Graham,, 
thejr w^ve met by the caitiflTa retainer^, who> havings 
seciired'the ufiher from preventing their designSi 
carried the kdy. ofifto the castle of their chief, wh^e 
she rebiakicd until the arrival of. the knightd> aA4i 
aftervcards remained with the^ Lady EBena» and ac-'i 
ceinpasiedtiie Baron on his leaving England. . 

The ceremony of the first salutation bei:ngov^i« 
the duelling passed away very pl^isantly ; when to-", 
wards liight they began to consult on their future* 
plaas. After muish deliberation and consultatioiiy iti 
was finally fixed, resolved on, and determined, that; 
some more of the apartmentsof the ciastle should 
be aired, and repaired for the hew arrived party, 8uf< 
ficient to contain them all with comfort,: and they 
should Jive as it wese in o«ke househoid. This beingi 
resolred on, and the modt important point deter<^ 
mined,theyretiped;to rest for the night; and the 
next day begaii to select the rooms whidi they 
should occupy ; which jobi with the repairing and. 
fitting up, took a week before it was entirely com- 
pleted. Michael was uughtily rejoicecH as: he sup- 
posed, more rooms being taken into use, that the 
ghost, not having so much room to^ wander undiS'- 
turfoed in the night, would discontinue its visits. : 

At length this business was finished v about one- 
third of the apaitmenis in.the castle were now occu- 
pied, and winter beginning to set hard in, Anthony 
was with some difficulty persu^ed to remove from 
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ills hoTel^ and come and rieside in the castle. Both 
Sir Francis and the Baron loved to hear the recital of 
adventures and anecdotes ; and Anthony, having the 
power of relating them to. great advantage, they 
delighted much in his conversation, and virere ex^ 
tremely solicitous for his company. Anthony had.ia 
his younger days seen much of the world) he had 
travelled into various foreign countries, and been in 
many different places. Having a grefutlovet of won* 
ders and the marvellous, hje had contrived in his 
travels, by perusing and poring over certain ArabiaQ 
books, containing accounts of the wondrous perform- 
ances and works of great and sage magiciaQs, to 
instil into his memory and recollection a toleraUe 
stock of these marvellous accounts, to all of whicl^ 
he paid implicit credit, and believed that every •one 
of them had in their time been performed. And 
though the Baron and Sir Francis believed not a sior 
gle word of them, yet they were pleased andiunwsed 
by the recital, which art Anthony piqu^ liiipself jOfi 
possessing to great perfection. . ^ 

When therefore the days closed in, and. b^^puo^ 
too short to admit of walking in the afternooiH 
they passed the time in listening to these recitri^ 
As the weather became colder. Sir Frawjia eftablif bed 
a r^ulation, that after it was dusk, as«fjuel vfi^ vi^ 
scarce, and they daired not to cut down ai^fpf th^ 
trees in the wood for that purpose* that^ the whole of 
the household, >great and j^mall, should be aasembliecl 
together in the sitting roo^, to prevent there being 
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a fire in more rooms than were absolutely necessary, 
they being but just able to make shift, by clearing up 
the underwood and thickets that grew about the 
castle^ to procure enough to keep up what fire 
was necessary. It was when thus assembled round 
the extensive stove, that Anthony set forth and dis- 
played his t^ent to advantage ; and Michael listened 
unto the tales of some valiant and adventurous 
knight> to deliver his mistress from the hands of 
some crafty and subtle magician. Or fipom the en- 
chanted castle of a mighty genius, or to the won^ 
drous performances of some skilful necromancer, 
until> trembling with terror, he cast his eyes around, 
expecting every moment some horrible spirit, or 
a genius of evil design, to enter, and carry off the 
party, nay, perhaps, the Castle too. 

In this manner did the evenings pass away, and 
winter at length, after a tedious series of snow, cold 
wind, and rain, arrived at the middle. It was now 
unsafe to walk out alone ; the wolves, not finding a 
sufficient supply of provisions in their usual re- 
treats, came down from their native wilds to ra- 
vage the surrounding country, and carried devas- 
tation whei-ever they went. The forest round the 
cacdtle, from the thickness and intricacy of the trees, 
served them foiir a commodious retirement after tlieir 
depredatory excursions ; as likewise, from its abound- 
ing with deer, hares, and other sorts of smaller ani- 
mals, they there could find a supply, if it was too 
warmj so that the peasants could come forth to op- 
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pose them^ for th^ir more extensive excursions. 
Thither therefore they came in vast numbers, or 
flocks^ and took up their residence, so that the* 
ladies were obliged to keep wholly within doors; 
and the knights never went out but together, and 
their squires always accompanied them. 

Michael, who relished not this at all, was in con- 
tinual fear of being devoured^ and was more than 
ever vexed that they had settled there. He had no 
notion' of being shut up in an old desolate castle, aU 
for nothing, and was continually fancjdng and prog- 
nosticating some very horrible calamity. An acci- 
dent, that by chance happened, tended only to in- 
crease and confirm his fears : by some mistake the 
door was one night left open, and it happened that 
Michael had hung some venison, of a savourj 
odour, up in the hall. Now it seems the wolves, 
being attracted by this savory scent, applied th^ 
noses very forcibly to the crevice which was left be- 
tween, insomuch that it presently pushed a little 
wider } the eager assailants readily took this hint, 
and exerted' themselves with such alacrity, that in 
a short time it was thrown entirely back; and 
the friendly animals, gallopping in in vast numbers, 
seized hold on the venison that attracted their atten- 
tion, and, pulling it from the hook whereon k was. 
hung, began scattering every thing they met with 
into confusion and disorder. 

Not contented with this^ they ascended the stair- 
case^ and came trampling and growling along the 
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isage, oh each side of which were occupied apart- 
;nts. Edward^ being the first who heard them^ 
It forth Michael to see what was the matter^ and 
^uire the cause of all this confusion^ uproar^ and 
irmur 5 which order the squire^ with a long face, 
eyed, boding no good would arise for himself out 
it ; when, lo ! the first thing that struck his sight 
IS a huge wolf, carrying in its mouth the very 
nt which he had preserved with so much care, and 
ng up in the hall, followed anon by a whole flock 
other wolves, no less formidable than itself. Ter- 
ied and amazed, he ran as fast as his legs could 
-ry him into the room again, and closing the door, 
d throwing himself on a seati vented his terror in 
exclamation of " Laud, sir, what shall we do ! 
»re be all the monsters of the world, I verily be- 
ve, come up to attack us, and they are howling, 
d ready to devour one." Edward, who supposed 
i squire meant ghosts, said, ** So the spirits of the 
id sea have come from their gloomy habitations, 
order to combat with us ! Verily, a formidable 
ny to encounter ; we shall surely be half over- 
rdwn and defeated." *' Sir, sir, said the squire, 
;errupting him, 'tis no ghosts that are down in 
5 ^passage, 'tis a parcel of four-legged monsters ; 
J a flock of wolves, I can assure ye. They have 
dike in at the gate, and come up all the way here, 
jad, I hope we shall not have them here this way 
ten ; I verily am certain that we shaU be de- 
tired. O what a plague that we ever came prancing 
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away from England^ all, for80oth> for nothing! 
t thought as how that this would be the way 
of it^ when the volks told me how these horrible 
monsters came down in flocks^ and that we should 
one day get into a hobble about it ; and now ye see 
it's come as I thought." " Wolves !** exclaimed Ed- 
ward^ astonished : and at the same time called out 
to the other knights^ who in a short time were armed 
with their weapons ; when^ sallying forth, they at- 
tacked the rapacious invaders, who had before iAns 
thrown every thing into complete disorder, whom 
they presently, after a furious combat, discomfited, 
drove through the hall, and out at the door by 
which they had entered ; which was then fastened 
securely, to prevent such interruptions for the fu- 
ture. This alarm, though not productive of any 
bad consequences, yet served to keep them on the 
watch ', so that after this they met with no more 
such terrible alarms. 

The winter passed away, and the spring began to 
.)nake its appearance -, the wolves retired to their re- 
treats, and every thing began to shoot forth into 
verdure. As Sir Francis was walking in the forest 
with Anthony, he suddenly became depressed in 
spirits, and entreated Anthony to relate some amus- 
ing story to entertain him -, with which request be 
complied : and after preparing himself for the im- 
portant business, considering a quarter of ah hour, 
and repeating the word humph for about half-a-'dozen 
times, thus began, after having previously informed 
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liis hearers^ that Uie name of thestoxy he was going 
to relate was 

The History of Prince SanbaUad, 

*' Ahpn«9t the numerous variety of mighty sultans 
who Bat upon the throne of India^ and swayed the 
sceptre of their ancestors with glory and renown^ 
was one named Dabelrelcour> who wanted nothing 
to complete the theme of his happiness but a son^ 
who might inherit his empire^ and continue the 
glorious course of his race unto the remotest pos- 
terity. Not one of his eleven sultanas had yet pre- 
sented him with the object of his wishes 3 and all 
the daily petitions he made to the. genius of his 
kingdom had hitherto been in vain. This single 
thing poisoned the happiness which he had been 
wont to assume and en^y, and his life was eo^- 
bittered by the reflection, that in himself would end 
the race which had so long possessed the crown, 
and that he should have the misery of being the 
last of it : for the Sultan had this peculiarity, that 
whatever his aticestors had held in possession, it 
hiurt him to his heart to give up.. 

At length, howeyer, t^e genius of the empire ap- 
,peared to him in a vision, and informed him, th^t 
his request would be complied with, for that every 
«neof ^lis.sult^anas would present him with what h^ 
so aril^tly desired. As soon therefore as he awoke, 
he b«eg«n lOt pffer up his thanks to the good genius^ 
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jmd in a shorfc time received the promised gratificar 
tion. Graokd rejoicings were celebrated on the occa^ 
sion ', and jaought but the sound of instruments of 
music^ and loud rc^oicings^ were heard in the city 
of the Sultan^ 

Now it happened^ that at this time his favourite 
sultana was at the palace of a certain yizer in the 
country ; therefore^ as that in the city was much 
crowded with mutes and attendants^ which were 
hired to attend on the young Princes^ the Sultan sent 
to desire she would stay there^ until such time as 
things were more settled. Accordingly it was so ; 
and her Bon, who was by the direction of the Sultan 
named SanbaUad, remained likewise. 

Time passed on, and he grew to be a fine youth. 
He had now attained his fourteenth year, and not one 
of the sons of the numerous emirs and vizers^ with 
whom he was accustomed to astociate, could rival 
him in dexterity of arms, and warlike accomplish- 
ments, nor be put in competition for vigour and 
skilL The most skilful of them had their greatest 
efforts, to attain even to a small degree of per- 
fection like. it> made entirely fruitless ; yet not- 
withstanding all this, Sanballad, not content, cared 
not for these acquirements, if he had not the oppor- 
tunity to use and display them. The Sultan had, 
in the bustle and confusion necessarily attending 
op a court, entirely forgotten them. Moreover, a 
powerful monarch in the neighbourhood had, in 
cozj unction with some of the neighbouring princes. 
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^nade an invasioa on his territories -, and tlus con^ 
tributed to efface it from his memory : for this mo- 
suurch had eome with a great and powerful army 
all on a sudden^ and carried devastation and ter- 
it>r before them wherever they went ; so that the 
8ultan had but just time hastily to collect a few 
troops, betbre the invaders had penetrated to the 
-very heart of the country. However, they at length 
met with the invaders, and, after a very terrible 
battle, completely discomfited them ; so that they 
^ere glad to submit to sueh terms as the victors 
thought proper to impose, fn order to prevent such 
invasions for the future; to procure themselves a 
safe retreat back to their own country. 

This was a great and terriUe vexation to San-- 
ballad, who thought it a most horrible thing to 
be restrained from exerting himself, and display- 
ing his dexterity in ansAs in this engagement: and 
ai it was seen in the more remote parts of the 
kingdom, that the monarch who had made the 
invasion, though he had consented to ^very^ humili- 
ating condition that ha should not any more do so, 
yet wa9 plainly pleating and making schemes for 
eome grand work with the other princes, with 
whom he had before associated $ he determined to 
set. out, dad go- to the oourt of the Sultan, where> 
having continued some time,^nd performed some 
memorable exploits, he diould discover who be 
^was« 

Having informed the vizer, with whom he had 



314 

lived, that he was going on a journey for a shoit 
time, he set out. He was mounted on a fine Ara- 
bian courser : by his side was a sabre, the hilt of 
which was of gold, and the sheath was composed 
of the same metal : on his back was a bow 
slung, and likewise a quivSer of arrows : and thus 
equipped, he travelled on until he came to the 
side of a great forest. He attempted to oiter 
it, but found it necessary to dismount from his 
horse, as it was impossible for him to go on with 
it ; and tying it to a large tree, he went on. But 
the thickets scratched him in such a grievous man- 
ner, and annoyed him so abominably, that he found 
it absolutely impossible to keep on ; and accordingly 
seated himself on a heap of stones which was piled 
up. Scarcely had he settled himself, wh^a it gave 
way, and he was precipitated to the bottom witii 
such violence, that he was stunned; and as soon 
as he recovered, he began to look around, and all 
on a sudden perceived a square copper trap-door, on 
which was a huge ring of the same metaL This he 
Endeavoured to remove ; and having exerted lus 
strength for some time, he at length succeeded in 
removing it from its place ; and looking down, he 
perceived a long flight of stairs, which was lost in 
the gloonr and darkness below. < His curiosity was 
much raised and excited by this, and getting down, 
be descended ; and getting at length to the bottom, 
he perceived a glimmering light at the farther end 
of a long passage. Encoun^ed by this eircum- 



stance, he groped oii> and, by feeling agiunst the 
6ide> got to the end, and entered an apartment irom 
whence the light proceeded. It was entirely 
empty ; on one side was- a hath, and all round-it was 
hung with great splendour and magnificence. He 
could not conceive why a dismal place under ground 
should be ornamented with so much lace. 

At the opposite end from the one by which he had 
entered was a door ajar ; this he pushed open, and 
perceived within a damsel of uncommon beauty; 
who no sooner beheld him, than, uttering a loud 
shriek, she exclaimed, '^ Depart,. I coiyiure you, 
whoever thou art, and make thine escape, ere it be 
too late, and inevitable destruction befal both thou 
and myself; as ifthou dost not, it will certainly come 
so.*' ''Depart!'* exclaimed Sanballad ; ''impossiUe. 
Do you suppose I shall depart, and leave you im- 
mured within the horrible prison in which thou now 
art ? Verily, I say, it shall not be/* '' Depart, I en^^ 
treat you, said the damsel, with increased vehe- 
mence, nor wait one moment hunger. My per- 
secutor hath sworn, that whomsoever he shall find 
within forty miles of the plain around this desolate 
forest, he will sacrifice to his abominable vengeance. 
Moreover, it is necessary that thou shouldest be 
gone far beyond the limits of this distance which 
he hath prescribed for the free execution of his hor- 
liUe anger, as the monster is very toaadous of 
scents, and can with small exertion tell if a mortal 
hath been on the road, though it hath passed by aa 
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hour* before. This night does he come hither \ and 
on sueh obeasioas he exerts his sense of smelling 
to the utmost ; < therefore it is necessary that yon 
should tmmediatelf depart.*' 

Here Sir Fk*ancis and the Baron could no longer 
restrain thanselves, uid gave vent to their merri- 
ment in a lotid laugh ; which was by some means 
construed into adisbelief of the history then about 
to. be recited ^ with which Anthony was highly of- 
fended, as though^he knights gave no credit to one 
ivofd ^f the wondrous tales which he was accustomed 
to relate, and considered them in their true light 
of fictions, in vented noerely for amusement. They 
had been accustomed r to make the relator of them 
suppose they believed <iKem as profoundly as himself, 
as had they not done this, he would not have trou- 
bled himself to relate them. This very unfortunate 
and unlucky venting of their laughter, as he was 
in the midst of what he considered a most sublime 
masterpiece of ekgaat accounts, had like to have 
occasioned some altercation *, nay, had not the two 
impolitic hearers readily apologized for the very 
heinous crime whidi they had been guilty of, it 
ndght have risen to a very serious height, and been 
productive of great evil. The relator, however, was 
soon satisfied, and his anger somewhat appeased. 
He would have continued the recital, had not a very 
vifdent shower of rain at that moment descended, 
aodob^ed Ihem hastily to seek shelter by return- 
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ing to the castle. The relation of the remaiftderwas 
therefore postponed until the following^ afternoon $ 
when, taking the road towards the avenue, and 
down to the sea^shore, Anthony thus proceeded fftoia 
where he hod left oif. 
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I say, replied Sanballad, that I positiirety will not 
depart, until thou hast informed me who thou art, what 
is meant by thy persecutor, and to what purpose it is 
that thou art confined within this dungeon, as it may 
be called 3 and likewise I am determined, if it is in 
the power of any mortal, to deliver you from thehand^ 
of this monster, whoever he is, whom thou dost call 
thy persecutor, but whom, I trust, will ere this time 
to-morrow be exterminated from among the num^ 
ber of the living." " Since then, ref^ied the damsel^ 
you are bent on staying, and must needs be the de*^ 
struction of thyself, it will be expedient to pass the 
time between this and midnight in mir^ and plea- 
santry. 'i*herefore change thine attii^ in the ad^ 
joining apartment, while I set forth a repast, which 
may tend to enliven us, and pass away the time«" 
Sanballad readily complied with this ; and having 
changed his apparel for a very magnificent suity 
which the lady had directed him to find, he returned 
to the inner room, where there was laid out a vast 
variety of choice viands ; of ithich, having seated 
themselves, they began to partake; when the 
Prince, being extremely impatient to know the 
cause of the damsel's being confined in subterraneous 
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prisons, entreated her to inform him of the parti- 
culars of her history : whirh she did, and began thus : 
'' Vou must know, in the first place, that I atn by 
right Princess of Bengid, of which country my fa- 
ther was formerly sovereign. Now there was liv- 
ing at the court a certain eunuch, on whom my fa- 
ttier was continually heaping honours and fisivours j 
and at length, to complete the greatness of his 
power, entrusted the care of m3r8elf to him : but this 
vile eunuch, instead of faithfully fulfilling the trust 
which was reposed in him, contrived to admit the 
young Prince Zanguebar to a little closet which ad- 
joined my apnartment, from whence he might be* 
hold me without my knowledge. Now this Prince, 
it seems, fell very passionately in love with me; 
and without feirther delay, went and demanded 
me in marriage. My father, though somewhat of- 
fended at the very sudden manner in which the de- 
mand was made, yet concealed his resentment, from 
the fear of irritating the young Prince, as he doubted 
not, if that was the case, the king of Zanguebar 
would immediately declare war ; a thing which the 
country, having just then concluded a very long one, 
was not in a situation to bear 5 and therefore he re- 
solved to leave it entirely to me. Accordingly, a 
notification was sent, that this was to be the case t 
when, no sooner did I hear the purport of it, than 
I fell into a most violent wrath imaginable ; as I 
immediately knew the eunuch, and no one eke, 
must have been the cause. In the rage that possessed 
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me> I sent an account at large of esirery tMng to my 
father j whofie indignation on heaiing . it equalled 
iny own. In the heat of his anger he hanged 
the eunuch» and ordered the PriiK^ to depart inaime- 
diately from his dominions j an order whic^ he^ 
vowing revenge^ obeyed. But it had been well if 
such hasty means had not been used ; foe the Jcing 
of Zanguebar> enraged at it to the greatest degree^ 
came down with a large army one nighty when all 
the inhabitants of the city were asleep^ puUed down 
the gates^ and penetrated as far as the palace of my 
father, before they were discovered. The pikemen 
who guarded the gate were quickly dispatched, and 
my sire, going forth to see what occasioned such an 
uncommon bustle, made prisoner. All this I learned 
from the grand vizer j who, hearing what was going 
on, collected the imperial guards, and what other 
troops he could find, and hastened with them to the 
attack of the enemy -, but finding it too late to do any 
good, he left the men, and, coming by private way»> 
to my palace, which was at the other end of the 
cUy, he told me of the danger we were in, and the 
necessity of making an immediate eseape. Having 
collepted ten attendants, we proceeded, by a certain^ 
subterraneous passage which led out beyond the 
town, out of reach of present danger, and then tra- 
velled on I for many days in the most unfrequented 
roads, for fear of meeting or being overtaken by 
some of the me^, which we doubted not the king 
of Zanguebar would dispatch in search of us. 
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At teoglh, ^Bg i»iit of ftarof aftysnehdailger^ 
we abated the quickness of our pace } aud one af<- 
ternooB espied at a distan(3e tbis fo^rest, A& it • wa» 
insupportably hot, ^we approached it $ wheii> as wt 
c^Qie. up close,: our ears, were assailed with a hoitihle 
noifle, so dreadful, that we ali shmuk with horror :< 
it was like upto a crushing of bones. Going a 
little farther, we perceived a horrible gigantic mon- 
ster seated before a fire, composed of a whole tree f 
by his side lay the carcase of two sheep» which he 
had already devoured $ and oh the fire was ,a whole 
ox roasting. There stood on the groeundat a short 
distai^ce two huge pitchers of wine, ojie of which h^ 
emiHiedjust as we appearedj and the other remained 
full. We were concealed from his view. 1:^ a hangr* 
ing bush ; and the indignation of the grand vizer 
was so raised, ^hat he ordered his men.to fix their 
bows, and shoot at him. It was in vain I repit^; 
seated to him the folly and hazairi at^pdant qo. 
such a measure ; that there were, an hundred chanceoi 
to one against their being able to kill him> as their, 
arrpw^ wpuld be but as the prick of a pin to such a* 
(qrmidabk giant f land that if they did not, it wouU 
only biing him to the knowledge we wece near, en-.' 
rage kim^ and be the inevitable destruction of us alii. 
It was in vain that I argued ; all this was to no efr. 
feet. The vizer was resolutely fixed on his purpose ; 
and ^^jmmandi^g his men to let fiy their arrows^ 
they did so. . Unfortunately it happened, that at 
that moment the monster Arose to take the ox frpm 
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off the fire> the arrows mysed >hlnii arid^ Vkrnmg 
round in a fiiry^ he came to the place where vm 
#ere ^ and^ seizing on the grand vizer hythe tnidi^ 
41e^ he lifted him in the air, and^ whirling him round 
%ith great rapiditf^ huiied him to the ground : 
then drawing forth an enormous scimitar^ which 
hung by his side« he whirled it rounds and mowed 
down all the rest at a single strokej After which he 
turned to me, who slit by, unable to niove^om ter- 
ror, and enquired if I were not extremely gratified 
and rejoiced at having such a loVer iEis himself , mak-* 
ing at the same time most profound professions of 
love ; but finding me averse to his odious proposals, 
he seized hold of me, and transported nie in an in* 
stant to the entrance of this horrible place, into 
which he descended; and here left me. But pre- 
vious to his going away^ he informed me, that he 
should come and visit me twice in every ten daysj 
and took the oath of which I have informed you ; and 
likewise told me, that if at any time I wantec] hiiDi 
or was deisiroiis of hid company over and above 
those times, that if 1 pulled the silver cord. Which 
thou dost see suspend^ from the ^roof, he would 
immediately be here. This is the liccoUnt I have t6 
giveyou, and the cause why I am confined in thi^ 
prison. ' ^ 

As she spake, the cavern was all bn a sudden 
shaken with violent quakings : hideouis noises arosei 
and the roof trembled, as though it would fall in, 
and bury every thing beneath fts ritiihs 5 \^hen the 
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priiicess ciied cnit aload, '* The monster is commg} 
prepare th3rself to oppose him^ for in ten minutes 
will he be here.** No sooner had she uttered these 
words, than Sanballad recollected that he had left 
his arms in the adjoining room : wherefore he cried 
out in a fearful voice, ** O princess, I have forgotten 
my weapons, and am utterly unable to oppose him : 
hast thou not some place wherein I may hide my-^ 
self, and peradventure the monster will not perceive 
me." *' Go then this instant, cried the princess, 
and hide thyself beneath the coverings of the sofa.*' 
SanbaUad did as he was desired, and, squeezing 
himself underneath the seat, awaited with fear and 
trembling the result of what would ensue. In. a 
short time the gigantic monster descended, and thus 
addressed the princess, in a voice which was re? 
echoed in the subterraneous apartments, '' What is it 
that thou hast done, thou miserable being V On the 
road hither did I perceive a horse fastened unto a 
tree, and likewise have I smelled a scent, which 
doth portend some mortal hath been near ; and no«r 
I have arrived here, it doth increase. Thou hast 
surely admitted some lover : if thou hast, woe 
be unto thee. Soho ! what have we here ! H^re is 
something sticking out from beneath this seat. What 
is it, I say !'* As he said this, he seized hold on the 
feet of Sanballad, which the prince had unfortu- 
nately neglected to draw beneath the covering 
which concealed him, and began pulling them with 
great vengeance, so that he was forc^ to lay hold 
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M thie wall to prevent his being drawn fbrtH : and 
at lengthy the giant, finding his ehdeaToinrs fhiit-^ 
less, desisted ; and began to enquire what it wa^ 
which had made such opposition, as to resist hi^ 
strongest attempts ; threatening, if it was any thing 
whiclk concerned the lover, which he insisted had 
been thither, ^at he would destroy them both. At 
length, however, after staying three hours, he de- 
parted, and Sanballad came forth from his conceaU 
ment. 

The time passed away; and the two following 
days, with part of the third, were spent in plea- 
santry and merriment; when by accident the con-^ 
versation turned on the monster ; and the prince 
^enquired, as he had not been able to see him fiiom 
the situation in which he was concealed, what sort 
6f a personage he was ; to which the princess re- 
plied, that his visage was of a hideous black ; that 
by his side he wore a scimitar of horrible size, and 
on him were various sorts of arms. '^ And is this all 
that is terrible about him ! exclaimed Sanballad : 
verily this moment will I pull the silver cord, and 
oppose him in combat." So saying, he arose to do 
Bs he had said, when he was stopped by the prin- 
cess, who entreated him not to be so rash : but he 
was not in a mood to listen to her entreaties, and 
was resohitely bent on performing what he had in 
view ; and seizing on the cord, he pulled it with siich 
violence, that it snapped in two in a moment. The 
cavern was rent vrith a most terrible shaking, the 

y2 
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princefls tttmed pale with afrtght^ and' SanMlad 
was adzed with terror. ** Fly this moment, eried the 
former, and stay not an instant, when your life may 
depend on it.*' He did as he was destied; and; 
hastening through the passage, ascended the stairs^ 
and, making his way through the wood, found his 
steed as he had left it ; when, getting on it, he set 
off as fast as it could go. 

. But scarcely had he gone twenty yards, when 
he heard some one behind him. The monsten 
had a few minutes after his departure ento^ 
the cavern, and exclaimed, '' What dost thou want^ 
vile mortal? This moment was I in an assem^ 
bly of the genii, when I heard the talisman 1 
had given thee calling aloud unto me, and straight'* 
way I hastened to see the cause. Say therefore 
now, what is it thou dost want >*' But the princess 
was so afirighted, that she could not say a word; 
And after some time, the monster began again, " O 
thou abominaUe being, thou hast performed some 
heinous offence. Know that I have perceived a 
mortal which must be thy lover, as I came hither, but 
In my haste I suffered him to pasis on : this moment, 
therefore, will I go in pursuit of him." So say-' 
ing, he seized the princess, and, going swiftly after 
Sianballad, overtook him beyond the forest. On 
looking round, the prince was much astoiiished to 
behold this sight ; and, turning his horse, pre* 
pared himself for combat. The monster, having 
come up nearly close, set the princess down> and ex^* 
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claatned, '' Stand by, I say, thou being, while Idestroy 
tluB abominable lover of thine." And then snatchi- 
in^ up a spear, which was slui^ on his back, he 
raised it over his head, and prepared to discharge it. 
Besides this, he had by his side an enormous scv- 
mitar, and likewise a huge, massive, and ponderous 
dub^ coTered wilh iron knots and spikes. 

Thus were the two combatants opposed ; a huge 
and horrific giant, to a youth, who had scarce at- 
tained his fall portion of strength. The monster 
having • taken his aim with great exactness, dis- 
changed his spear at Sanballad; but the prince, 
watching the moment, nimbly spurred his horse out 
of the way, and, ihissing him, it struck and felled a 
youj^ treei Idiat grew by, to the ground. £nraged 
B^ this, he drew his dub from his girdle, and, raising 
it in il^ air, aimed a furious stroke at the prince ; 
but he evaded it in the same way : and then taking 
advantage of the moment, when, fatigued with his 
exertions, he was somewhat staggered, he seized 
the dub with both. hands, and, making a vigorous 
effort, -wrested it from the hands of the giant ; who^ 
mad: with being thus foiled in his endeavours, 
drew his scimitar as his last resource ; and uplift- 
ing^ it' with a fkrious aspect, he let it fall with its 
whole weight on what he supposed was the prince. 
But no sooner did Sanballad perceive it descending, 
than he was gone 3 the scimitar fell void of any ef- 
lect> and dragged the monster, who ^vas completdy 
wearied aAiec his >fruitlQS8endeaToars> along with it. 

y3 
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Sanballlid Sprang forward, and/leaping on him, drew 
his sabre, and severed his head from his body. Then 
turning to the princess, who iitood petrified with 
fear, beholding the combat, he endea^roured td drive 
away her terror; in which he soon succeeded; and 
then getting on his horse, they journeyed on until 
near sun- set, when they retired to a grove by the 
way side ; and, having seated themsdives, begun to 
^sonverse : when their attention wa^ roused by the 
noise and damdur occasioned by two birds, which 
were perched on a tree above, and apparently coo- 
tending for a smaH red 'substance which lay on the 
bough between them, lliey were fighting with a 
most deadly animosity, alnd made the air resound 
^vith their cries. At length one t)f them struck the 
other a furious blow with its bill on the head, whidi 
laid it dead ; and then erectmg its neck and taE, 
utfeiring loud screams, and fluttering about in 
triumph, it gave vent to its pleasure. But at this 
moment the substance, whidi had been the object of 
contention, fell to the ground. Sanballad sJMtiiig 
forward to seize it, and had already approached 
within a yard, when the bird, perceiviiig 1^ inten- 
tion, darted down, and, snatching it up, flew away 
to another tree. He followed it, climbed the tree, 
and stretched forth his hand to take it, but it evaded 
hhn, and flew off to a considerable distance. He 
still, however, went after it, and waa served in tie 
i^une manner, till atlength he was out^f sightof 
die princess f when, soaring in the aar> it went ^U 
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of Tiew^ leaving him in wonder and aatonish- 
ment. 

As it was io vain to try and find his way back 
.through the various turnings and windings which 
he had passed, he resolved to continue his rout, in 
hopes of meeting with some town or village, in 
which he might find shelter. Accordingly, with 
this resolution, he went on ; but he had not pro" 
ceeded far> when he heard a terrible voice calling to 
him from behind, which said, '' Stop, thou pre- 
sumplsuous mortal, and wait until 1 have slain thee, 
and vented my wroth!" when^ turning round, he 
beheld a genius coming after him» hideous and 
terrible to behold, so that he was seized with a vio- 
lent fear, and trembled to a great degree. " Where- 
fore ?** in a tremulous voice, he cried out : '^ what is 
it, O mighty genius, that I have done, to excite thy 
wrath and vengeance^ I know not what I have 
done, which should give you offence.*' '^ Thou 
hast slain my son, replied the genius : wherefore 
J must kill thee in return.*' '' I slain thy son ! cried 
SanbaUad ; thou must surely be mistaken. I know 
not what thou dost mean.** '^ Why, didst thou not, 
said the genius, this day ov^come in combat a migh* 
ty giant, and kill him ?** " Most assuredly, said the 
pmcci have I done this ; but I knew not at the 
time that I had overcome the son of the genius. I 
pray thee, kill me not, kst thou have cause to repent, 
as did the vizer, who hanged himself in despair.*' 
And what, said the genius, did this vizer, to have 
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ment^ and delay not.*' " Dost thou think then> said 
Sanballady that I am ijia; humour i to rdote^'yott 
tales> when thod lurt about to kiM me ? No> verily^ I 
will not/ unless thou dost promise not to kill me, 
as was thy intention/* '' I do solemnly pminisiB 
thee, smd the geuius, that il thou wilt relate ity I will 
bet satisfied with transfonning thee into another 
shape.'* Wherefore, as the prince knew he could 
not obtain better tenns than these from the genius, 
and might by persisting in his endeavours only M 
of procuiing so good, he thus b^an the history ol 
the Tizer, Who hanged himself in despair. 
' " There was once a certain Tizer, whose sovereign, 
loving indolence and ease, entrustedto him the chief 
care of his kingdom. Now. it haf^ned, that one 
evening, as they were conversing together, it was 
proposed by the vizer, that he should procure a fe- 
male slave,- whose beauty should excel that of any 
other in the possession of the king. Accordi]i^>>a 
prodamatioii was made throu^iout the city to aU 
the merchants who dealt in slaves> and every one 
was eager to brang the most beautiful female in^^hts 
possession. At length the vizer found one tahii 
taste, and took her unto his own houses until: sudi 
Br time ^» she should have reoovefedh^r f\ill vtgomv 
and be fit to present unto his sovereign, as the mer* 
chai][t,'Of whom he had procured her> wasof a remote 
and distant country, and had but just niyw arrived at 
the city. Now this vizer had a son^ who unlbrtu* 
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Bately liap^aiied to /pass by Uie slave M ^e enliiraii 
the door of the house> and she> it'seems, fbll in iov^ 
with hkn ; so thal^reijiiig on her orwn attoaotions, 
«he declared it to faimiWithout ddajr. But' he ve^ 
jected. it Mnth . anger ;< : nevertheless, he did not in*- 
form any one.of it ^ and she, enraged tU; this refusal^ 
resoWed to rerenge hersdf on,4iim. AooenrdiB^y^ 
when the vizer came home^ she thas addressed i him : 
'^ My lord/ 1 have something whieh is of importaaefe 
to eomtnunicate ; listen, therefore, I beg of you> to 
what I have to relate^' Thy son has dared to come 
in, and make a profession of love to me f horworuUI 
he go awayi until he feared lest you should tcome 
aaddtsccMrer him with me: 'therefore did I think it 
expedient and advisable to inform you of it; that a 
stop mi^t be put to such dangterbua proceedings, 
lest evil m%ht. arise therefirom.** it 

No sooner did: the vizer hear this tale which 'thfi 
slave had< invented, ahd^ which, puttii^ onianair of 
^aonc^ern; she related ; in a doleful manner, thaU' he fell 
into a moat violent ragCy which was raisied in a short 
time to such, a degree^ that he exclaimed^ ^^iWhat 
hath tins aboniinable 3/bidag mkn dared to disofo^ 
the iiij unctions which I gave hitti, not to go near to 
ihis: slavci as it was the king*s ! This n^ment wiU I 
gtt in. seanch of him, and punidb Mm for his disobe? 
dieaee/* As he said this, he arose,; apd straightway 
went ito search for him* After a short ttime, he per* 
ceivedhhn^ and in hisfury drewic^rthia dagg^> and^ 
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^rii&iig on Idm^ stabbed him witk such violeiioe) 
ifaat he leB down af his feet. 

No >80oner ^ad he done this, than he repented of 
Jh0 haste, and bilterly lamented that he had done so. 
At that moment his wife came fcNrth, itnd began le- 
proadung him with great vehemence. '' What is it 
,that thou hast done, cried she, thou miserable vizer! 
.'Thou.hast slain ihy son fornought. By a oertaia 
taMsmaa^ which is in my possession have I disco- 
<v!ered what thou hast done tlus for ; and likewise 
'have I discovered, that all the slave did t^ thee was 
ftntimly felse, O thou miserable vizer !*' 
' Then the vizer was nearly mad with vexation 
and grief , and weoi to ihe palace of his sovereign, 
hoping -there, by the commendations he diould re^ 
Mve for his zeal, to drive away the thoughts wliich 
tormented him. But when he came there, to his 
^reat disappointment, instead of the apfdause and 
praise he expected, on relating his condoet, tbe 
King begaa to reproach him very bitterly. *' Wha«- 
fove didst thou kill the 3foung^ man, cried he, ercn 
had he been guilty of what thou didst su{^K>Be? 
But now, lo ! now he hath done nothing, miseraUe 
trizer that thou art.*' The vizer, therefore, disap- 
pmnted in his last resource, departed in afrenxf 
from the palaoe ; and, going straightway without 
the walls of the city, hanged himself in despair on« 
tree.** And this> O genius, is the history oi the ti- 
zer, which you desired to hear. So now 1 have per- 
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formed my work, I hope thou wilt not refuse to do 
as thou hast promised. Dost thou think then, 
med the geaius, that I intend to hreak my promise } 
No, thau vile heiiig ; leave/ 1 say> this moment thy 
present shape, and take that of a' yeUow bird, with 
red wings and tail. No sooner ;had the genius spoken 
these wbrds, than Sanballad found himself / in the 
shape of a bird ) and^ ere he .could reoover from the 
«iirpri^ into which it threw him, he was left alone 

Rismg thereft^re in the air, he soon left the plaee 
^ar behind hhn, and presently alighted in the eavi* 
ronsof a great eity. Perching himiself therefore on 
a bush, he insemdbly became overcome with i the 
powers of sleep : but presently he was awakened by 
a rude and violent pull -, when, looking around^ hfe 
perceived himself in the grasp of a man, who wes 
busfly employed in disengaging him ^m a ki^ 
i&et, in which a variety of other birds wore likewiiie 
entangled, and struggled hard, but in vain, to free 
tfaemsrelvea from the perplexing twines: a crafty 
fafrdrcatcher had perceived him while asleep, and, 
tidLiag advantage of that time, spread his snares 
aecurely aver htm. Delighted with his prise, thfie 
bird-catcher, calculating the profits which he should 
.gttii, placed Sanballad in the room with his other 
numerous prisoners, and there hung him up in « 
spacious iron cage. In this there was a nightingale 
^ind tomtit ; and by the cage side there hung a linnet, 
-and one- with a bladilMfd in it. 

Here did Sunballad pass the time tediously away# 
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and often wUhicd^lie had neipjer left the palace oi ihk 
Ttzer. > He now had nothing but the dismal prospect 
of passipg his life in the shape of a bird ; for al« 
though the genius had deprived him of his proper 
form, yet he> sti^ retained his won|;ed sense as a 
man in Ml perfection. At length, one morning, as 
he sat revolTing his fate in a kind of fixed stQpor> 
he> was aroused on a sudden, byr the din of bustle and 
confosion, and ia a< short time the bird-catdier i^k 
fearpd, shewing into the apartment a lady, who 
firom the diadem oh her head he immediately knew 
was the- queen of the country. Now this queen: was 
well > acquainted with all the secrets of magic, and 
w%&s a profound studiev of» Uiat art iShe theret 
fytcQ immediately knew that Sanbelladi was ^therein 
theshape,of a birdj^ and^after traversing tiie whol^ 
rpooi, she enquired^the price of that l^ini, meaniBg 
him j to which the bird^-catcher replied^ he coiEild not 
part with it under pieceis of ^Id. This demand 
being satisfied, she took sope watery and, taking 
forth l^anballad from thecagei thp'ew iton.him,.aBd 
tiien- pronouncing certain magical words, aod oi^ 
4ering- him to take his proper form, she {had ne 
sooner done so, <^an he found hims^* in his^ owa 
shape, to the great amazement of the bird-<»teii^ 
who siMkhI by, and who could scarcely believe his 
•fiyes.' .-.•': 

< ^ The queen then conducted Sanbalkul, who rode 
on horseback by her side,. to ^^^ palace,- where rJie 
cdntimued ail dhy $ and when at ni%ht be would baT« 
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g^ne away to some ptxHilc buikiitig^ tmd dlept> )^ 
eirtrested him to stay^ and thtiis addressed him ) ''^ I 
pray thee> O prince, go not away, and 'make me 
miserable, but stay all tnght, el^e shall I be Ter)r 
anhappy : go not, therefore, lest evil befol thee> to 
make me miserable." Yet SanbdUad; notwithstand* 
ing her earnest entreaties, would not consent ;' atld 
thus did argue with her : '^Thy subjects, O t|u^eei}> 
may spread ^inl and injurious rumours and reports*, 
and will say one to another, Lo ! our sovereigil 
hath bne day traiisfohneda bird into a prince, and 
the same night hath she kept him in the palace to 
sleep. It may likewise give rise to evil eoAsN 
quencies ; therefore will it be advisable for tne ilow 
to depart." But the queen, instead of llst^iSng to 
his reasoning, ohly redoubled her importuniiies ^ so 
(3iat SanbaUad was forced tb take advantage of the 
B^ment when she was n6t looking, to sl^eal away 
unobserved, and go to iome public building. 

No sooner did the q^een perceive th&t he had got 
away unperceived by her, than she fell irito a xAost 
viol^t^age. Her liking for him Was in d mon&^ut 
tiladged into a most inveterate hatred> and '6he 
▼owed to teveilge herseSf on him the veiy next lime 
he Blionld appear before her. With this resohxtion 
i^e prepared her enchadltments against the ttihe, and 
then, but hot till then, retired to repose. 

On ^le following morning Sanballad arose, and 
supposing the anger of thequeen> which he ddubted 
Ktfiret, would be somewhat raised, was bythat tim^ 
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ftiUy f^yj^ased^ went towards the palace : but scarcely 
hdd he gbt to the mfiddle of the street, when he was 
aeeosted by a certain sage magicifni, who thus ad* 
dreised him ; '' If I am not miscaken, thou art the 
youtig man whom our soverergn yesterday trans* 
foftned from the shape of a bird !** Sanballad re- 
plied that he was. And the magician thus pro^ 
o^eded : ** Trust not, O youth, to her appearance of 
love, nor go any more to her palace, but rather get 
immediately on board some vessel, which may convey 
you far away from this place y for know, that by my 
endiantments have I discovered that she is in a very 
violent wrath at thy disobedience of her desires, 
and win punish thee with some terrible evil. Go 
noti tiierefbre, lest a horrible t»lamity bef&l ther, 
and thou repent when it is too latei" But Sanballad, 
who imagined not that her wrath had been so much 
excited, listened nottothiffcaution, supposing that the 
magician might from envy have invented tiiis tale, 
in order to throw him from the feifrour of the queen ; 
and therefore went on. 

^ When he got to the palace, the t^ueen received him 
with great courtesy, in order the more to make it 
sudden and unexpected, and conceal with this ap* 
pearance her real int^iitions. For some timte, there*' 
liore, did she converse, as thdugh her resentmeiit 
was entirely oWterated, and every way the same as 
on the day before. Then all on a sudden, starthig 
npy she exclaimed, *' Thou presumptuous wretdt^ 
te.dace to oppose miy desires !'* and then uttering 
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40me certain magical word8> she .adile^y "h&9(v^i.i 
^^j, this lxu)I^ent> thipe own fema oofie m^mi 
|uid take the shape of an ape." No soonier bad slit 
Uttered these woids^ than the pdnce ome xnore 
found hunseLf transformed -, and the que^^ having 
done this^ eaUed one of her damsels, iMC^d desired het 
to take.him away, and destroy him. But thf dam* 
sel> it.seems» suspected an item of the matter^, and 
reaolTed within herself^ instead of obeying her>ordei»> 
to carry it to the same magician who had spoken to 
l^ballad^ and see if it was reaUy tiie.|NHinee>'as she 
had a strong suspicion. Accoardingly she went> woA 
the magician transformed him : again > into hia owit 
shape. He then without > dehiy went on board na 
shipy and departed immediately from the coun^^ t 
For ten days did he sail on without any kind of 
misfortune; but on the eleventh^ a mighty tempest 
arose, hideous clouds obscured the sky, and the 
winds raged with horrible vi<^nce. The mariners 
were seized with affinght, and stood like statues mo^ 
tionless with terror, and deprived of all power* llie 
vessel, unguided by any thing but the waves, wa^ 
earned upon a sandy bank, and there stuck fast. The 
storm abated, and they were left on dry gDoundj; 
when no sooner did the captain perceive where they 
T^exe, than 1^ began to exclaim akmd, '^ MiSeraye 
beings that we are! we are cast on a shor^ where' we 
shall meet with inevitable destruction^ and be de^ 
strqyed by savages ! Miserable beings ! And then ' 
began to groan aloud in sucb a maaner> thatalltke 



jpe0{de in tke fthlp were caMed togeth^ wilh tte 
noise, and eame ruaningf toenquire the causae. But 
for loiile time be answeined only b<y groans 5 an4 al 
le»£^ Banballady >vbo stood by> growing impatieDfi 
tsxclaimed, '' What is it tiii^ thou dost oiean, thqv 
man, by saying we shall- be ^vo^red -byx savages ! 
T^ us, I say; this momeht, what thou dost mieaa l" 
At last the captain^ having ^vented bis groans as long 
as he pleased, eacclaimed> '^Dost thou not then kx^cm 
4Aiat this island is inhabited by ceiliain- savages, vrlno 
destroy every oae t^uat is oast on th^ ^ore, and tbui 
Ihey^ n^iU inevitjably destroy every i^iEke of us ! '* fii 
ht spoke^ the^ savages made their appearance^ an4i 
mhning swiftly to the i^Fei lea^d into the sea* 
and surrounded' the vessel 5 then cUmbing up il^ 
IMes, they seioed on the crew of the ship,^^ and eveify 
one else^ imd earned them up the country to a hpi;* 
iMe gloomy pla&e> where the most vigorous ol 
them were chosen - as ^ves to the kmg of >tbe $9^ 
va^es j and Sanballad, who owing to his youth 
wias overlooked, withtheirestf conduct^- to a MdeoQB 
caTem, into whidi ihey wer^east. ' , ^^ -^ 
It was a long time ere Sanballad had ^recovered 
his^tsettgth sufficiently ta get up $ and^hen he^di4 
the horrible steaeh which assailed him fir<>m;.aV 
tfoarteii <ai once nearly aufibeated hin»> fHifii f^ii^? 
'pamcm^ had been all. destroyed in the^faU Jk9ta]iii 
month! of the cavern; which was a horrible heiji^ 
^rolm the bottom v and the savages it se^iow weDs i^l 
the habit of ^thmamta^ 'all tiia- ^isonexs 4ha$ JA 
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hkio ihth kAtidiy wMch thejf did <iits^ immtiet^iffu 

rous enough to employ for fli^Hre8> into tlite ettv». 

fisnlMlail enttea^tti^ed^ to m^lalotig, ftndfiiwl kis 

wtiy to^fbe fkitfcer «iid of the caveru ,- bcrt H was «o^ 

hnpeMstraibiT* (kirh, and the eav^mwas iMy#pHd^&«i8i 

thftt^ ttfter tolling fbr some time in vidh, he wab 

for^d lo continue utrhene he was; witbMt thef ka^t 

hope of escapey or any tbhig to chec^ hitia but a 

glimmering light ftt ^ irast distance At one^nd. Atf 

he Watched this light with* an anttiotis eye> it watf 

piiesently entirely darkened, afvd then ojg&iti ki b 

Bdoment was tfpen. He tlien heard something ap^ 

procich with a' loud' tsAtMtijg -, and presently' a sdisqm 

roas snort convinced kitn that some l$vidg(hel»g 

Was near. He advanced a l^w paoe», attd liy iki€ 

feint gl^am^ of light perceiyed* w hideoim monster of 

an animal celling towards him y but the'sight of a 

Jiving b^hng, &nd^ what w«i» sti^ move^ the fe^Me 

hope of escape which presented^ itsdf, made it inhis^ 

e^es del^tfciV howevel* hidoousrthe object m%ht 

be *, and Springiitg forwardi he caught^ hoM of the 

monster's tatl^ and pulled it wit^ such^ a vtiotoat 

jerk^ l^at the monster^ beings Afiit3igiit«d< witk so 

sudden and imexpeeted a^sal^e^uttcred'ttkMMtfbar, 

and set off^ iat Itdl gaU»p <towafid» > the> end oi tto 

cavern, where the light was -, where it soon arritiedi^y 

«id^ dragging SanMftad after it; ^iterod a^ehort 

narrow ^Mlsssigfe, whfeh ended in!Some'llbruptBtep8> 

fsrmed bf Mtinre; Bur ill getting up theses he ^«si 

fciced to disengage' himself j(«iiKd|^ knoo^p ha^'- 



3&$. 

log paspedtliFoiigbj he followed^ •ii4 foimd Umaelf 
on the side of a mountain. 

£at he now had a danger to em^iint€9r» whjdi k 
had npt thpught of : the monster, who had be(sn so; 
in^tirw^AUd in hia escape, pereeiyinghim/pufsi^. 
him in order to devour himj so that to pvevent be* 
i^g devoured, he waa forced to run until he reaeM 
tilie aea-ahore^ and there a. wood fortunately pr^ 
aented itself to view, in one of the tiieea of whidib^ 
tppk refuge from his pursuer, who, after a; shorti 
t{nie« we^taway. But it was only to giye place to 
a^^^tber enemy ^till moie fonmcbble, and Iro^k 
whomthevho^ghs of the tree oouM not pirotect hiiOi: 
ijfuB wa9 a serpent of great magnitude^ who, wind^ 
iog up the trunk; of the tree whereon hfe sati left bioi 
no other resource than to cling to the furthermest 
hrancheSj. which were too fragile to auppprt the ser* 
pent. This he did> and at length the. £(«snidaU9 
enemy went away. He th^ descended ; and at tb<^ 
moment a vessel appeared in 8ight> which went piist 
the island $ and taking advantage of this, he eMei^ 
vouied to make the pec^le in it perceive him^ , Eort 
tunately he sucoeeded^ and was to his gveat joy taken 
on board the veaseU which was ginng to^ a port ia 
the empli:^ of , the aultan y and at. length it nrrivwfl 
ttiere. > . i^ .•, .m; . ■«-^._ ,, , i-r.^-s 

Sanballad.went on abore ^aod, going to therhouse 
of a barber there, found.on enquiring ihati)the snlr 
tm*» doxpinioDS were at that time invaded by,ttbs 
iKMX^ of the king» who had formedy come to attack 



than eleven other princes, Kttd t/hie grand vlzefHai^*^ 
sttii, Vhb'^ hlad gdrfe to djypose^ehr^tth his afniy, ■ 
liiEKi bfeen totaUy^defeated * iilid that In dorisequehde^^ 
of tft3«> th»i whdle army and'cdutttify Wik in the great- 
«t-cdnsterAtition, and the sitlfeti had gone biit wfth 
whikt 'ti^ops he' could coMeefr to ' (!ifp)i)i6se' thief dhemy, ' 
Wh(b \^rfe advdticing hy fiBi]^d^trfefe^tbiirar<lB'*he ea*' 
fiital. Sanbaltad therefore hastened to levy troops' j* 
and hating armed a troop Of 300 horsemen, det out 
towai^ds the city. • Ad he drew near on'tlw nimh 
d&y/liis^ iertrs w^re struck ^itlR a krtld diahgour; and 
the cltohlttgdf arni* tesofifnd^thirbughotiffhe' af*^ 
Herode on at th€ hfeadof hife ti^oojii tvith i^btibletf 
i^e^di and^h^Weld the^Wb armies, that fef tlie^Mtiil- 
d«d the ihvadei-Sj^en^ged in close cbmbat. The? 
stsdian^fi ^feii Wer^ ev^y way flying in dfsoi^r;' the 
Mke of ^e imperial guard w«3 Iwrolcen, and the stil-i 
ttti hiiisidf on t!he pbint of being taken, as he xva^ 
fiready dornpletely surrbtmded. N6 sooner did 'the 
prtnc^ perceive this, than h6 i^floubled hii^'spe^d/ 
ahtf, rushing forward t6 the assfetande of thd sultaii; 
lihfettged in ambmentthefbrtiine of the day. Thi 
iittun^s trt>ops rallied; and ^rried upon theft" en^i 
fcfes/Who Were^flying after them iti concision, ahJ 
drove them back ; the sultan himself was rescudd^ 
Uttd'in a* moment every thitfg '^as chariged to the 
Vei^^tiposltteitrctoe'.' HkVing gaSrteH a cotiiplete 
%fetory,'the prince refurhetl \(^iili Ws fathei^ to the 
iiafecc In^the^ dty, #hfere^d( W^ 'gfeJat stin^iser tt^ 
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found the princeM of fieagiil j wbo, oiter hk lea^ 
hat, had pnx^eeded by herself to the citj, whcan 
had related the wondrous story of her d^ivery. "Eln 
days a£ter« therefore^ his ntt{>tials were celebrated 
with great pomp and magnificence, and the magi* 
cian, to whom SanbaUad owed his tiiuQ,sformatioa 
into his own shi^jie, was ipunediately sent for, apd 
raised to a high dignity in the state^ as n reward for 
his senrices." 

Thus did Anthony conclude his tale« and then csst 
1^ look around at his audience^ in order to discover 
l^ their countenances! if their approbation wai 
nused : when haying satisfied himself, with the as^ 
surance which his eager hopes su^ested^ that it was 
40, he was conten/ted. But it now beginning to 
grow dusk. Sir Francis and the Baron thought it 
advisable that they should return homeward, lest 
being benighted in the forest, they might lose their 
way in the mazes and windings of the wqimI y t^ 
thing which, when immersed in darkoess, was not 
unlikely, but rery for the contrary. AjCK^ordiiiglj 
hovseward they bept their steps, and« after soms 
time, entered the court in front of the castle , which 
bore quite a different appearance from what it had 
on their first arrival : instead of being covered witk 
brushwood and long grass, as it. was then, all these 
disgraceful mai;ks had, thvough the exertions of tbe 
knights, with their squires, been ckai:ed away and 
destroyed ; and their place was, supplied by a ffptA 



I^dge, which w^titiiB rov^d^ and formed % oommu^ 
ftkalion bd;Weeli' ^^Ih^ stn^ ^I^U^^ \rhick it6od 
at ii&tervalslii the^oUrt. • Iti the itild^tMood a large 
pkni ^ ttiyrtile, ^hlch' hraii^h^ ont^ i^th great vi- 
gour aiid. beauty, llife trees^ instead of being^ de- 
serted fof the greiiter ^al^ of their leaves/ Were shdot>- 
tug ^ttt a^shv The garden behind the eaStl^« 
wkith had be«n ski months previous a perfect desert^ 
with nought but underwood^ weeds, and dead stumps^ 
w^ now cleared of these^ and plentifully stocked 
wkh trees and fldw^^ of diflfereiit sorts aftd k«es« 
vpUch just then shoti forth their blossom in great 
profusion f andthe castie^ witl«mt losing its venefv- 
Ue Miky had got rid of thegioomy cast whidi lutd 
tufc'^rstettveldpedit. ' 

i Oasslti^ the cdurt, th«y aa^red the hall^ ' and 
Were ivt the entitanee inet kf Michael, who wim 
e«Mni^ in kisste to'infortn them, that he had §(^nk 
^oitin the ehapdi and ths(t ^therefore it wot^d be 
•Advisi^le for the doors which led th^re to be spei^ 
dify fastened, in order to prevent it firom penetratinjg 
into the inhabited parts. No sooner therefore did he 
perceive them/which was not until they were nearly 
l^se to him, than he exclaimed, in a loud and 'So» 
Aorous >rG^ce>^' Whyi i^rs^ I have been a searching 
tind looking I know not how long to find ye : the 
l^obt Is widking^ about in the aisle of thechapd^ 
and hat been there this hour or moref, and here was I 
lookhi§^ and spying in every comer, thinking as how 
It^inight taike it into its head to oome and walk 
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jn€i|t(f1|yjBelfi,ai|d' eyei^ioiie^.^9|>Q|]it tfa|^^:mtlbiybii^ 
j41e faars^ ai^d when f^mnae t4»vji;ii4^r .gip^KAbfittHi €Sr 

i^^be ai^^red^ not €iy updiv ft wrajliii>,rcail/«8ftiwefe;i 
tHut ye «»W ipi<?ll?j fpr TCriJy a^^spire a^ i/ainia liw^g 
,l^rtMi itl^d'fi^.stM^e as ItsMti^l Ji^er^ \^ve tk^rebeoii 

.8«tdi the Btroii,^ here J^av^.,yo^lMK|Kl h^^^^oguiog all 
ftbisUooie, aiid^v«r|iet}(^t.ixtftir9iedii)9>iQif.(lM$^i^ 
ture of this naighty ghosty or iniM^katoiaiifier^ittaffe- 
!p^r^«** f' Laud> m, oriei the eqiiirei kpw^ooxdd a 
Jt^Y teU that ye waited to know the^« when ye 
^ade ^ch ^ fu^^^as was enough to confound one's 
^Qsea. I sa^ it as I was crossing the north aisle, 
a^d the gho^ was.a^. ia,white in i^ie middle one, 
ai^id it ran across ip a minute, and was out of sight, 
Ji^vipg me hatf dead* and hjeurdly^ ^.ble to crawl out." 
/, Thutii did the squUre^ lyho.atiU trembled, and was 
4^&: with the : fright, account for the ghost: and 
pKf^ th^s did he terrify hiipself with such fears, 
i^ind was theipply one of the i^ouaehold who heartily 
.wish^ theni8el?eB awayfrom the castle.: for Mar- 
garet, who. ha^l at first been under the influence of 
auch fears as well as himself, bad, by great laboar 
Ahd.'diiScuUy^ at<length€ontri¥fy} to oveccomethem 
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in such a degiee, tliat It required something extras 
cirdinarf to raise them ^ nor wnidd the creaking of 
a ddor^ or the noise of the wind howHngjthroogh the 
battlenients^ which was alone sufficient ta oyertet 
the oounge of the squire^ have that effeet. He was 
oontinuallj getting laughed at and ridiculed ; and 
when in one of his fits of terror^ he would have 
vented his Ari^iA in one of those vehement ha* 
langues^ which he so mudi' delighted In^ and which 
€Ased hinii so considerahly, when in a fperturbation 
of apirits^^ wludhever way the unfortunate squire 
turned fortius pui|K>se> he was eujne to g^ lathed 
at and huffMl^ two'thingajto whkdi he had an. insure 
mountable dread« horror, and aversion. He thevei- 
inre' durst not oompiaan, but^ doing better, always 
keptsilenee. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



JIm tiikaMmfier did tiiii«^ pass on; mxamier m§ 
gdDe, and mnler again' oiMe; i^ichSn iCe toni 
giive plaee taefnriiig. It was in the middle ^t tfae^ 
s^mad stnittg tlMt 4be iKMisriiold of Sir FMmd0> 
atwl IM fivoa bad inhabited Hie caaHe, that ifi 
eiiciit haf^iened^ wiiich oontpted the nttenticm of 
tde iivbBle oompany. Bdwaid, with tiie athcr two 
knlghin^^had fior tfame doft paat^l^ecAootsoii a host* 
ing excursion^ firom which they had retantMid late jii'^ 
the erening much fatigued $ so that as soon as it' 
w^ convenient^ the knight retired to his apartment, 
where> throwing himself on his couch, he felt asleep, 
leaving Michael to aij^ 0ome hunting wei^KHis, 
whidi they had taken with them in their hunting 
tour. . But scarcely had he slept half an hour, when 
he was awakened by a loud noise, as if something 
had fallen with a great crash, which noise was 19ce- 
wise accompanied by a loud roar. Starting up, be 
looked ground hhn, supposing that some distflttt 
part of the building might have given way, or 
something even more terrible had happened ; when, 
lo J what was his surprise, on perceiving diat the i 
cause of all this noise was no other than Michael, 



34S 

wiio was extended on the floor «t fkU lettglh/ttnri 
trembling like «a aspen leaf, as if hi^ life was thai 
momenl; to be taken away. Going up to him; there^ 
fore, he shook him> and enquired the eanse t ^ 
which, after some time, hetremhtittg^reiiiiedV^^ Ihove 
seen — 1 haTe ae^n — I bare seen a ghost !** '' Hague 
on yonr ghosts, cried Edward, disturbing nae in the 
midst of tay. deep 3 your look,* foraoodi, like «i ighiist 
jmsoBatAi'y you^pefe-faeed < squire. 'Bnti niter «]I| 
wlutiicr'diii this mighty ghost, whk^ jn» frightened 
youjf goi and what kind, of a sjwit iwas'iti Verily 
I have a •desire to heari" f' Why lift in^had-^t 
iiialkicdf4-'^ ^dMiehael> as M^^ the sasbe thaw he rsaa 
from the gpooadj; and as >h^ was going to proofed; 
aBuddea nnis^whieh seemed to proceed #001 the 
^4ipdL made bias frelnpae into his £nniierslatr> nndi 
spee^hlesA 1 with teixor^ he stood £xied> «ad iiiunniM^ 

.M ikngth Sdwaid favobe flSence, by exdaimingi 
'^j^iid4^iKitherdiditMwlk>niaa! Am I toimiihere 
untilrinidnIgM fiHr thydanswmr !'* ^^ Land, sir, cried 
IlichsudUos^soon iMs^he eottld speak, dontbe in such 
it-buslleifflid fturry? dft ginre onetime to breathe; 
aadvl will/tdi.yiQtttall aboiut-it in time Why it whs 
a.4bin J9ii»vti4l;in while, aod^ it ^waillced fK9mt» dt^ 
courts Bndiwent:infeQ the- foiest ; on one sidie it <isir^ 
iripd ar flaming toffW fl^hiokedTiefy h^rribld;^f 
'' Andiso^ this^said S^4rdi ist what hath tenfffied 
yWk sorJiialiyDu <had like li^hqtYe lost your senses ! 



346 

)Melld#»eyiCXtlu>Uiiibomiiiable vwAet I And so I am 

l9:be>/e»Ued[upr rouaed^ftud afivsakciied out of mj 

sleep,) |» listen to your idle fears^and all beoamse 

jinii: ai^r ffigbtenied with tile imaginatioa of ghosts. 

If iats, Siiid spectres^? andchoose to terrify yourBstf 

;mUf^ ISiacyilig you •hav/e -seen these phantomar No> 

viMdf)|,4(aow.tiiAti I am not to be always troubled 

With thy idle fears^ or f<Mr eter bored with the rqie^ 

litipn^ thy fancies an^ vagaries* nor y«st dlstuibed 

in 4he jniddle lof my sleep, to behold thee ex^tended 

•liT^he i<NQr, treial^ig and shakii^> aaon^ like a 

leather Mad with a twine in the wind ^ ao you seed 

aial^9ii^psis^ I^, irarlet 4 for if thou dost, thou ait 

'^ilNydW^jpiitalien." -. '^Laud, I hope ye do not cidl 

ma Yarkt,i sir/* said the squixei who immediately 

tdok up whatbeima^iiMd to be an affiront on his 

4ignil^« ^^I.h^ieyedo n6t:caU>me vaiiet; lam 

sure ye have no r^ison, no, nor yet to be angered, 

avid fiy in a rage. - I bie no vadet, I can assure ye; so 

y^iUidiDOt call me so ; and I could have sworn Uiat 

I ;Saw ;tb^ a^-same qnrit cross the yard, as was in 

^cb^^ ayear ago^ for aught volks can say to the 

cqq^^jmitf.*' By the time the offended squire had 

jg^isb^ ^s speech, fidwavd was recovered from 

t^ ¥^M^tipn4ato whidi the being aroused from hit 

s^ep; bad nt, fir^ thrown, him, and. somewhat t&- 

pjQ^ated o| Imviag been so hasty in hia expressions of 

fi|g?r 3 SQ thet ha^i^ satisfied Michael wlA the «^ 

f uranoe thai he had unitttentionaily called him va^ 



m 

let/ tk« kniglit oi:to more reti^M to rest ^ laBdl'lub 
iqub*e> haviag finiBhed the .employment he^ai abovl, 
Mki\v«cl his exBuiple; 

< .On the* followiiig morhing^ lE^sun^'rise, Bdwan^ 
hityiiigrcompletdy recovered f«^m the fotigiies hb 
hsA' undSfgene^ on the three fMrecediog dnifs in k 
eight's repose, fifose^ and descehded to the«ittkig 
^t>opi^' ivhferey fliuitng the rest of the paHy hot ydt 
dfe^ceofded frotti their apartmeiits^ he went forth with 
ihe/ intention of 'wblkipg until they weUe nieii. 
Hfti^ing eatered the forest^ he crossed a little bridge, 
(9¥iucb we»t Q ver a small rivulet, which, running on 
the bed of /St^nes beneath, lost ilsdf in varioiis 
jorindiiigs among the trees, from thence he astended 
« josiogiiilly (m the top-of which was situated a stotffe 
iiepdii, ,whiGh> oyorlodung the surrounding trees, 
f^oinniandnd an exteAsive view of the ocean on 
IHie#ide, a,Qd im the other looked towards thecoutt- 
ftryi diy^isified with numberless meadows, and fev- 
lila fields. On this bench he seated himself, and 
begaii^ jyQ4olga in reflectijows on the past, when 
ja(n was suddenly aipused by the sound of harmony 5 
a lute^ accompanied by a female voice, formed a 
moBt delightful inelody, and performed an air, the 
swords of which }ie could not undevstand, but the 
•aouod struck his ear as enchanting. He startcxl 1^ 
ja ■ astonishment, and listened for a moment; tha 
tonea oeased^ He rushed forwards, and penetrated 
^Axoughthe Aiekctej^at the risk of being blinded 
with the thQrns and briivKB 3 then stppped^ ^d again 
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luftencd :, tm^ a budden the fouiids agtdn rose ; «ni 
Jbe again stirtedupy^ad pursued his coune, f rem 
whence they seemed to come ; but in a momeal 
Ihey died . awajr, and Jus fimcied he beb^d a figure 
in frh\te ilin swiftly through the trees fvoiu hini, 
jHexaUed aloud, b^t in vain -, and as there wert 
nowno hopes of his being aUe to io^^ ^irhat^yer 
itfmigbt, be,at present, be retunted witk^owpace 
to the I castle 9 and on bis vay tbitftoer a thought 
jtraok iiim, t)iat the^fears ; ^ Michibd aaigbt be weft 
ibnindMj^as' tlufr might possibly bis the same foraa 
ivrhich'tie had seen, and in ^imagiaatioii made to 
be a ghost, which had ao frightened hhokt 
!. At bieakfksthei communicated' thi^suspiieion fa 
8hr Francis ^and' the ^aren, wh6^ weU^ as all the 
lestp^rfectlyagKBed with him in^ opinion, thaf t1i<l 
terrms of the squire > had some eausci but that if it 
was sov the being who occasieued them, iustead^^tf 
a spirit^ was a mortal ; and a^cdnsultatidn wiis heli 
Itf to what sh^idd be ^dU^ ; which ended in the 
determination,^ that 4ie knight should Sit^ tt|^ ohd 
watch) in order to ascertain- if it wiereso^^ and to 
drive uway the fears whieh MiehiMi, reladug^ What 
be had seen, nsight naise amoi^t the hbus^Kdd; it 
was mad^ known, and orders given* to prepare a 
^mall apartment which overlooked the court fttpikit 
purpose. This preeaiitioii proved ^ftry ^ Bee^ssaiy; 
as the squire had already rdated at large the -lie*' 
count, a^ succeeded in spreading the fear Whioli 
poiiesSiXi ibmAf to the ^hdle beufl6hold> encsfl 
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Oswald and Miirj. Margaret al&nneii sh^ had'l&ias 
wise seen a figure ^ and' the fiaron^i soos'^cpiirei 
declared they had mcMre than once heard strange 
▼oiees ; but aH iJits wtoquidkly pat' a stop ttH ai 
•ooA as the knight's intentioiis were kncfwn: M!^' 
ehftd gloried in the thdught, that hi^ fibars* wer# 
supposed to have a foundatidn ; and every due wda 
^OEiployed iit preparuig th^ apartment^ in which the 
Inqxlrtttnt ni^ht was to! be passed by Edwaard^ Wheb^ 
it was to be discoyered whether or no^ thie a{^ear« 
anee wfettch the squire had 8ee&> if there was" dn}f> 
was a supemfatufial spirit^ or a living-being. 

At the endof Hiree day^ it W^s got r^ady, and at 
night, after dll the rest of the household i^re ik 
hed, he cepaiied thither. A fire hod been prefvicmsly 
lighted^ as the weather was yet eoldy and a basket 
with some wlne> wood^ asid refred^ffiaents^, {^ced oai 
the hearth. Ihking therefore aome tif theiaiMerrh§ 
drew his ehaiir near the fire> and contevi]^lated thsr 
room in which he was* It had formerly served dfs 
aland of library, or study, to Hie owners' of the 
eas^e ; the greater part of • three sides weihe c&irensi 
with shelves^ filled with volstmev aibd iiiaiitneript»; 
and the other part hmag with tapestry/ which deu 
seended in tattered fn^psi^ats frota the wMs^, mod 
shook overhand ancm with tha gusts otmiMi, whitlf 
eiime in tolerable quantities thfough the. eMauriies^ 
haks^ and crevices in the WiOls. To pass arway iM^ 
time/he-got up, and, taking a book frMsthe vShel^ 
hfga& t«^ endeavour to soaiba out Uie m&nkifdmi^ 



nMifi8 ix4iicll} -w^te ivdittea therein ;^ bttt iP^si^ 
dudlaoiiiseDaent to fead'in such a-t^ltti^e; at eveff 
iTDvd'^heJwasrobliged to go over the leteersn^slrly^ 
tmreaty times before he cooldr make them out^ and 
m mtuxyj pkdea tfaey were entirely ckfaced^ $ m that 
ifteir he had read half^a-»dozeni leases, fiiiding he? 
diould be more indined' ta' go to sleep if he ciniti^^ 
9ued» than to stay BMnke, he |^aoed« the book onihe^ 
riielfi from wheiMse he had taken iti and sat with hltf 
tyes fixed on the* ftre, doing nothing, y- At erery 
slight noise he ran to the window to see the* causey 
And whether it was ocGainonedby>tlie ob^et ha was 
OB Ihe walch for. Then he would; to make ^ the t&- 
4ioiie time appear less heavy^ widk backwanrs^ amP 
forwards^ ia ^the room > andy entering^ a cdoset ^ thmt 
was on one side, rummi^ the contl3nte<df an hd-^ 
Klense oaken t^abixiet^ which was In it^ inoAlef to)! 
iiid foauisement } but it was in rain he used his lit^ 
most endeairouzB to divert hiitosdf^ a&d occtfpf hi^ 
silttition.'' ■ i:-- i^-^-^'' 

' As he'sat Mstening to every oreakifig^ of the Aa^i 
and) bcholdiftg the jcheerfo^l blaze before > him; iM 
tytB insensibly ctosed, mad he fell asleep. ^ fffe tor»t 
tinned In an unintermplied repose for fiear %ifi^ 
hewrs^wlien, awvking; he thought he heard in r^li^ 
Ih^soimd of >fo6tstq}8. Listening form momeittj 
lie became convinced of it, and eagerly running't^ 
tiha wha^bw, he heheld tiie form'whicb oocasixliiej 
so nmeh terroF cross the court directly bedbenth. ^It 
was apparei^ the same he had seem in ttie f^fn^ 
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aad carried in its baod a lighted torcliL He vnA^fl 
fain hftve called out^ but he was sdized with a tentoiV 
that deprived him of all power of utteran^r it wiis 
a sensation of an indteerihable nature^ which asitf 
made him wish to make • it known that he was therd; 
at the same time prevented aiid depiiTed 4iim of 
the power of dping it. ThiB was the gmnd ol:yedS: 
of therwatdung destroyed $ and 'wWle he stood* itf 
tiiis manner Ideprived of speech^ the %nre> g^njS 
in amongst the trees on one skie of the eonit^ dil^ 
appeared. .* 

Having recoi^red from hi? surprise^ he replied 
to go round to the chapel> as Michael had affirmiMl 
he had seen it diereonee, aiid it nnght chance in lUf 
eourse to go rotmd thither. So taking iip^ his lightjf 
and drawing his sword/ he entered the long stone 
passage^ whidi led firom the library to the chapel. A» 
he went/the pavement echoed witii his footsteps y the 
vapours and diDxtp whieh collected around the lamp 
caused it to bum with a dull and faint aspect/ and, 
taking from it one half of its brightness, caused/ by 
the feeUe glare it threi^ aroimd, and just j giving a 
sembkmce of light, the passage to look if possilHe 
more gloomy and hideous thin it in reality was^ 
When he got to the endi bis progresa wasobsitnielttd 
by a door, which in his haste he had fbrgolten. Tkii 
doorrfwaa securely fastened with an iron bc^t, of a 
pDodagioas sizes and weight, wlodi was rusty and 
tti£f f and it was not imtil he had several times es* 
iM^ed Twith all his. might ta pidl it fromi ^heaodie^ 
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Ihsk it yielded to his tindemoisuts, atid dBoaae back. 
This obstacle being at length remo^ed^ he eatered 
tiie diapel> and^ gaing up the aSsle^ lck)ked arbuHd i 
but eTery thing appeared still and quiet ; not even 
the noise of the numerous birds^ who mghtly took 
t^ their residehce in the roof, was to be helod ^ 
^ey as WeU as erery thing else were silent* As h6 
went, he waved the light' round in order to see the 
greater distance, but could perceive nothing, though 
indeed the light did not allow him to disdnguishr 
above two or three yards, so dim was it. 
. Having goTO aU round the chapel, and satidled 
Idmself in his mind that the person he had b^eld, 
whoever it was, did not intend to visit the fdace tiiat 
night, or had already been, he was just crossings over 
in order to go back to the library by the way' he 
came, when some one came bouncing out on one 
ride^ knocked the sword and candle olit of his 
hands, nearly threw hitn down with die shock, andr 
then running swiftly up the aisle, was outof sij^thy 
an instant. No sooner was Edward recovered from 
the surprise which this vicdent assault ocousnoiied, 
dian, snatching up his light and weapon agmiil, fas 
ran with alibis speed after the assailant, calling out 
aloud to him at the same time to stop. He ran 
and called for some time, bat in vain, and^receivedl 
no answer f till at length, turning tk^ comer of the 
diapdL, the rays of light fell on a man, who waf 
panning widi equal speed a& himedf,. but who^ om 
peiveiving himaelfdiiscovered, §aced about^ put kjm<- 
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S4|)f IB amttti^tnle of d(|£ence> drew hi^ fi^ord»and 
ilpttrji^huig it over his head in the air, while at the 
same time^ he, pvt his shield before him, cried out 
aloi^d^ *' 3top, stop, thou, wjhoever thou art, and be 
n,e»t ^o j^h as to come farther, lest thou fall beneath 
the Wf^ight of. my sword, an^ repent when it is . too 
)fit(e."/ " Dost thou think then, cried Edward, that 
I fear thee, or heed thy threats and menaces. ! No, 
t)iou man, thou art widely mistaken. I am armed as 
i^U ,as thyself, b^ thou shalt soon feel the weight 
of mine arm, and, see that J am no contemptible 

As .he sps^ke thisi the knight sprang forward^ 
a4d £^t9cke4 him with great fury. The two com- 
l^m^nts oppos4^ each other with ungpvernable 
fury. Thi^ combat was long and uncertain, and 
^ted for t)^e ^pace of half &Q hour, without any great 
§4lvaiitage on either side : but at length the superior 
4^xterity and skill of £dw4rd got the better of the 
more sturdy and robust stre^g^ of the man ^ he 
wounded his adyeri^ary in the right arm with great 
force, disarmed him, and then throwing him on the 
ground, he put %\^e point of his sword to his throat, 
aiDid demanded who he was, and for what purpose 
he, came there 3 saying at the same time, that if he 
4id npt imBtantly discover it, he wou}d immediately 
kj^ him. '' Laud^ sir, dont murder a body, cried 
thqin^,,and I wp tell you all about it ] d^nt mur- 
der one^ sir^ t^at be opt the office of valiant 
knights" "Tell me then, said Edward, this mo- 
ment, who you are, or verily it will be your last.'* 

Aa 
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^' ^ad/ sir knigbt^ do giVe a body time to breathe; 
said the man -, ye have mauled me so confoundei^, 
that I be quite out of breath ; and so if ye wont let 
me stay a minute, ye must kkU me." '< Well then, 
said Edward, you may stay until you have reoorered 
your breath; but mind, if you stay one instant 
longer than is necessary, that same instant wiU i 
kiUyou." 

After staying for about a quarter of an hour, the 
man began. '^ Why, sir, you must know, in the 
first place, that I have been a k>ng journey ; and 
being benighted by the side of this forest, I had 
the courage to come to this chapel, where I, thisk* 
ing the castle was uninhabited, thought I woUid 
pass the night ; but had not been here long, when I 
heard some one trying to get in ; and thbiking as 
how it might be some of the banditti that inhabited 
old ruinous places^ I hid mys^ up, and, when you 
came by, ran out t6 frighten you, s6 that I mi^ht have 
time to get awayin the mean: ($inej but ye were 
after me in a minute, and have done to me what no 
mortal ever did before." And so this, said Edward, 
is all that made you so solicitous to^ ^nroid ihe. Ve*- 
rily it doth seem strange, that, being well armed, 
you should be afraid to meet me, as you must have 
known there was no one but mryself." As he^^said 
this, he arose from off the man ; when alien a sad- 
den he received a most terl-ible blow firom^ behind, 
which completely stunned and knocked him' down* 
He remained for some time quite insensible of every 
thing that was passing ; and when he did recover 
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his sentes^ it wa3 oaly tp chf^nge for a situatipi^ s^ill 
l!?<nnie; for the blQW he had received paine^l.hip) 
8p intplerab^y^ that he was nearly as it were dis- 
t^m^fid, and he remained for some time without^ 
being ableto stir^ . 

At length, howerer, collecting all his strength, be 
trose^ and looking around found himself quitQ 
alone ) the light and his sword, together with that 
of his advessaiy, which he had taken from him, lay 
on the pavement by him y but the man hiixMself h^ 
made his escape^ and was gone. It now entered his 
head, that this fellow was one of the banditti he prer 
tended to be afraid of> and he repented that he had 
Mlfered htm.to stay sa. long, on the pretence of rer 
^veriag h]0 breathy as he cerUvlnly must have had 
QpmpanioQs in the chapel, to* whom^ dui^iog tliat 
time, he. ntight unperceived have made sigoals t(» 
oome to his assistance ^ and the atj^ntion of the 
)knightb«k%: solely engrossed with holding his ad- 
versary^ they might wititi ease hay^e^jsoBoe b^ipd« and 
kidiiim on the ground, senseless. 
t Aahe reflected on this, he could scarce contaii^ 
himself. for vexation, and endeavoured to trace tbeip 
.1K>< whene jthey;had gone, by the mark of the blood 
on. the pavement ; which he followed until it wejr>t 
Hip to the.' altar, where it oa a sudden disappeared, 
and no more traioes by which, he could tell whither 
,theyhadg(M^ were to be seem A suspicion then 
entered his mind, that there must be some seoret 
foteans of aoeess to the chapel near thei« : this sus- 
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picion took such hold on him, that he traversed the 
space round the altar three times^ before he could 
prevail oh himself to leave it 5 and theh it was with 
extreme reluctance, and Hiore owing to the pain in 
his head, and his incapability of staying any longer! 
With a slow and heavy pace, ahd as doleful a mind, 
he took the way to the door, and entering the pas- 
sage, he contrived by resting at intervals^, in order to 
recover from his fatigue, once more to reach the li- 
brary 5 where he threw himself on a chair, half dead 
with cold, fatigue, and the terror which had una- 
voidably crept over him, in traversing so dismal a 
place. Having drank a latrge draught of the wine 
which stood in the basket, and repleni^ied the fiftf 
with some fresh wood, he sat with his eyes ^xe&, 
iinable to move : the pain occasioned by the blow 
he had received was insupportable to such a degree, 
that it made him nearly mftd ; and had not fatigue 
made it impossible for him to move, he would liave 
been utterly unable to keep his seal. Thes^ coitf- 
bined, with his other ailments, natnraHy inclined 
him to sleep ; and at length his eyes insensibly 
closed, and he fell into a profound repose ; from 
which he awoke not until the sun had for some 
time illuminated the colours of the ptainted case- 
ment ; and finding himself much refreshed, he 
arose, and hastened out of the library, to go to his 
own apartment, vdth the intention of changing Mk 
dress. 

la the passage he was met by Michael^ who, 
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eag^ to know the result of the knight's adyentures^ 
was hastening down to see. As soon as he perceived 
theJoiight^ he exclaimed, *' Vf€jl, sirrhpw have ye 
passed the night? I hppe ye have fought ax^ 
driyen out all thejy>irit^ L&U<1^ sir, why your hea4 
Ippk^, as though ^oipae ope would haye knocked it 
i:^; i^ilopkPi ft^i'9opt;h> like a0 if a bp^y had given 
a,hpi!;rit>l)9 i^lpw witl^, a ,)»jge iron l^ar. I hope 
t^. ghost, dont uae, iron bars in 9ght. !^<gad, we 
Qh^ Mnnd opt a ,bit of chance, to go to cpmbat with 
them." " Well 4oufi«' tjipu idle prater, cried the 
kl^^tij. hj t|iy o,^^ a^dictio;! to chattering hast 
thou fftUen,, widely v^to error ^fpr here have you 
bcien^kiug oi^ spif^ts,^ as bei^igsf to combat with> 
lirheiiyvbyithc^iat^cpunt of such, as believe in tho^e 
thipgs.)|)c^ ,you?^, JJiey are composed pf nought 
but lur :** and nf»t ftppping to hear apy m(^e of the 
iiquir^'s taU^j, he hasten^ to hiit own apartment; 
>¥)if(rei Jiis^yi^g cl^ange4 Ms d^ess, and contriyed, by 
att^^g'^he fa^itiion of l^s.hair> tp conceal the marks 
fil theibl(>>rt iu order tp prevent enqjui^ieij, ytfhich 
iili^t<i0^y.teud t<p caus^ un^easiuess, without .b^ing 
f^m^ 9€r^ei Ijie, ,d^^<^end€4^^ j intp , the sitting rpom, 
where tl^e whPl^ P^y wi^re w^Jting, ^i^er to knpw 
,th^ )terapain^io3^ of the; adventure, ^t break^t 
^rffd^e, he, gpye a fuU d^il of every thing th^t 
had happened, except his havii^g received any ii^- 
jff^,mA acppunt^ fpr ;l^e e^tenition in his appear- 
ance, by saying, for excuse, that the wind .had 
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Bloivn the light towai^s him, add l^tnt off hii 

' That there was Isfoirie living being in the habit d( 
frequenting the ca^le, there was now no doubt;^«5 
the knight had beheld it with his b\hi eyes qa\it 
plain : and they were now immediately upon the 
alert, to endeavour to discover by* what path it had 
gdt a^ay . They searched not- only on that iide^ but 
all round, but no appearance of atiy 6tit!et, «itcept 
the one that Went into the great atehUe,' 6ffibred it- 
self; arid that whoev^ it was had not gone J^ere 
was certain. To their great disa|)poihtment/ there- 
fore, they were obliged t6 givi ujp all' bOpes of dis- 
covering, at lieast for the present, who it was;' ttod 
content themselved with the certaiii assuranc^^^lhkt 
some one didcdme. It was the opinioii of ttie Whole 
party, that the liian ' whom Edw^ufd had enc6unt^h6d 
in the chapel bfelbiigM to some t^p of banditti ; 
and to prevent any evil consequences arising theic- 
from. Sir Francis estal)lidh6d a regula^on, tint 
lib oiie should be out affer dusk, lest, meeting With 
any of thc^m, it might bring on an assault; iiikd 
though being, iilclUding Anthony, nine in nun^Ker 
of men, and wellafmed, they were suffidetitlylBlwifig 
to resist and repel the attacks of them, yet it Was 
most advisable, that, if it were fib^lble, such ari en- 
counter ishould be avoided. ' 

This regulation was k«pt ftur iskttHie ilnie t^th 
great exactness, and the figure wHidh'^had^ crosM 
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the yard wat nearly forgotten^ when an accident 
happened^ which recalled this circumstance to their 
recollection. When the gates of the caatle were 
about to be locked one evenings the Lady EUena 
and Philippa were missing, and likewise Michael : 
it was well known that they had early in the after- 
noon gone put^ attended by the squire ; but whither 
was a question no one could answer. The knights 
traversed the wood with lighted torches, and went 
over every path and winding they could think of» 
hoping to &xd and escort them home ; but no one 
appeared, nor was there the least trace on the gravel 
walk to tell which way they had been. With a 
heavy pace therefore they took the way back to 
communicate to Sir Francis and the Barpn these 
miserable tidings : they could not imagine the cause 
of their long stay, and bf^gan to fear songiething ter- 
rible, had happenedi which prevented their return. 
At l^ngthi the Baron*s two sons having promised to 
jut up, and let the persons in in case they should 
come during the night, the rest of the party were 
prevailed on to reti|«; an^ the knights, as they 
wpuld there be more at hand to let in the wan- 
derers^ went into the library 5 where^ seating them- 
j^ves^ the tip^e passed away in conversation. Pre- , 
sently they heard a voice calling out aloud for ad- 
mittance, which from the sound they judged to be 
t)iat of Michael ; but to convince themselves more 
,fuUy of the circum9tiMM^> they got up^ and^ going 
to the window, looked out, and beheld the squire 
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^^ertitig hitn^elf to his utmost stretch {ti i)dlowing 
tad fo^rfng: At a short distance * stood the two la** 
diefs • and lis soon as thesqtilre perceived them at 
the window, he erred ont, " Latid^ sirs, what do ye 
stand Itkjking ont there for, as if for all the woiid 
fiothiTig was the tnatter! Why dont ye come downr, 
and let us in ! We have hiad enough- of the air, not 
to want to stay out here aH night. Why iotkt ye 
come, and let us in!"' The knights waited not to 
hear anymore, but, run tiing oiit, unlociced the gate, 
and called out aloud that they had done so: when, 
finding the ladies too niuch fbtigUed to answer their 
enquiries/ they enquired of Michael whither they 
had been : to which the S(]uire replied, '^ Loud, sir^, 
been ! why we have been where vblks I* belittve 
never went before; we have been going about* in 
the wood everiBince we set but almost, and had like 
to have got onr eyes scratched' out Wit^ the thorns.*' 
Having j ust heard this account, the khights did - ndt 
stop to listen to a Ibng haras)gtte> ivhich l^e squire 
would fain have given themy but without delay con- 
ducted the ladies into the< Kbraiy; where, having 
brought forth some wine, and sat a little while,' the 
whole party retired. * 

It was somewhat late on the fb^olidiig' day before 
the whole party werie assemlAed hi' the fitting roond^; 
and Sir Francis, having entreated tfai^ ladies tore- 
late the cause of their stay, they "did so, and at- 
^counted for it by ' informing th^m, that^aftdi^ waa- 
tlering about among the thi^ekets and hushes Ibr 
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aooie thne> for the purpose of gnthdring the vk>let8' 
ttnd other flowers that were beneath them^ they ^nd 
tiieyhiul hoperceptifolywandered so fur out of the path, 
that all their endeSavoiIrs to regain it were fhiitless ; 
^d the taofte th^y tiied, the more they became en* 
tangled and perplexed : that at length they arrived 
at a large cave, in the side of a rock, where they re- 
mained for some time, to recover from their fa«- 
tigue ; but after some time, not being over-indined 
to wait there till day-lighty they, as it was then 
nealiy dark, once tixore went €mt, in order to at^ 
tempt to fed some nieli]^ of getting out of tlie fo- 
rest. Thteir endeavours, ' however, were entirely 
finiitless; and they ^were just dn the point of return- 
ing- to the cive to pass their time there, in prefer- 
ence to the open air, when they discovered a path, 
or Valh^r' the remains of a path, ^ckly irtterwov^n 
Vvviftk briars and' thorns } and not doubting but that 
it wotdd' lead' them whither ^y wished, they £61- 
Idwed it, and presently arrived at one ndie of the 
coui^t, iVhere, sending SMchael forward to look 
•aroutid, and call out for admittance, they were let 
ih by the knights/ 

This account being given, the knights, as they 
doubted not iMitthat this was the path by which 
the person £d\Vard had seenhad'access to the c^tie, 
were immediately upon the alert, and ' instruments 
for cutting down the briars, and ^rendenng it more 
passable, were pat Into use. For dome time did 
•they work with great' vigour at this employment. 
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when their progress was suddenly interrupted by a 
rivulet> the bridge of which> that had formerly gone 
over it^ was entirely broken to pieces. Here then 
was a stop put for some time to their proceedings, 
as the privilege of Anthony went not so £Eur as to 
permit them to cut down any trees for that purpos^^ 
and without permission they dared not do it> 
but a thought suddenly occurred to tb^na, tbat 
if themselves could not cross it^ no more could 
the person who was in the habit of frequenting 
the castle; and therefore that there must cer- 
tainly be smne other place> which they had not yet 
discovered^ in which it was possible to cross oyer. 
On examination^ they discovered that the path, 
turned off, and led along the bajojc of the fttreain^ 
tmtil it came to a single plank laid across, on the 
opposite side of which the path was again continued 
to a large rock^ in wMch was a fl%ht of steps, that 
led about half-^way up t(0 a large hole. As it was 
late at night when they completed ibis discpveiy* 
^hey postponed continuing their, seardi any farther 
untU the following day, and returned to Uie cairttei 
where they gave a full detail of their proceedings to 
the Baron and Sir Francis. 

The next day they endeavoured to persuade Mi- 
cha^. to accompany them, as from his fears they 
.knew if there was any thing he would be first tp see 
4t, and might therefore be a very n^essary p^rspn- 
eg<e to discover what no one;else wqAild. They at 
^r^t got nothing but an exclamation pf ''Laud, 



am 

tftrs, what do ye want me to go^ numiiig into such 
^ismul foresis for^ at the risk of having my eyes 
•seMcted oiH with bnars :at every . 8tep« X cant 
4hink why FOlks should want a body to go poking 
OD^^s self into things one has no bosiness with^ no, 
n»r the least 'Concern : ye nid not think to get: me 
prancing'in there, not I indeed/* But the knighta^ 
JiaVing^i^Qlov^d thk objeotioa of being blinded with 
"thorns, by the assnrMce that all such things were re- 
.mdrred^tfas Miehaeli having been for scMne time past 
'etdployed in the opposite partiof the forest, was hi- 
sthieHo unacquainted with this circmnstanoe, .they, 
aift^ mticb persuaMon and entreaty, prevailed on him 
4o goy on tsbndition that he should be allowed to 
•give free vent to his terror, in case he was seized 
tWith a violent flight 3 and when a thing of such im- 
portance, >a8 the knights considered this> was in ques- 
-tlon> they readily consented to this condition. 

Having therefore equipped himself, with a small 
stlNielxyttle^ certain spirits to refresh him, lest he 
-should^ be taken with a violent terrori and a sword to 
,defMid himsdf from the banditti, if it so happened 
.that they Were attacked by them, the party* set out > 
. th^ knights ' going first, and the lidits, with 8ir 
-Franets and the Baron, who were desirous to be pre- 
sent at the undoing of the mystery; followed at a 
short distnnce. They proceeded thus for some time, 
•audi ascending tlie rock, got down through the ca- 
vity into a la%e cate below, which was the same 
'^fant had offered sheller: to the two ladies on the 
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nigbt of their loeiiig themselves. F^m this nn 
-eutiet appeared but the piindpal entrance^ and the 
f>ne by which they had come in ; but- on loebaiMr 
round a little, they perceived a small post^ on the 
top of which was fixed a brass ring; palUng thisi 
it brought up with it a large square o£ the rock, 
which served as a door to anarrowipasaHge> that 
went up to the top of the rode. Without delay» 
therefore, they went up thither, mid descended by 
an »easy slope the side ihat was not perpendiculaiv 
and which went down towards a lawn> in themid<Ue 
of which stood a small cottage j at the door of which 
they knocked, not doubting but it waa inhabited hy 
the person whom Edward had seen* However, no 
one answered their call ; and the third time, knowr 
ing that if no one was there* th^r entrance could 
not ^ any way signify, they opened the door, an^ 
looked into all the apartments, but could^pqrceive no- 
body ; but just as they weiie crossing the passage^ 
some one ran out at< a back^ door f and not TeifleeliaK 
on th^ alarm their appearance might ^Mcasionythe 
knighjts every oneof them immediately (bllowedi 
and called out ialoud, that they intended na hanii. 
The dams^, fbr such it was^ upon, hearing, this, 
turned round, hesitating whether to stop, or coa<* 
tinue her flight ; but perceiving, foim the appear- 
ance of the knights, l^bat they^coiuld have no evilinr 
tentions, »he 'without farther delay approached theani 
and they enquired 4f ^ey could •do.her any ^erviee, 
invitinig her>at the same'time to accomfiany .thwi^ 
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fbe cabtle I t«4th which inVitaEtioii she v^ry rendilV 
^omplfed ; ahd UkiHg th^ road UtAthet^ 8ii» FraiM^ 
^nUreated her to relate' by vrhai cause she hkd be-^ 
dome an Inliabitalit bf the cottage^ wttith she prO-^ 
inised to do wheti they got to the castle. 

HaTitog anitlsd there*, the knights t^k off theii^ 
▼izetSi which they had on before, and seated' them- 
selves ; when the yoting^ lady, httppening to cast a 
glance on Brfward, uttered a lottd shHek, and fainted 
away. It was some time before the exertions of th«f 
whole party were to any purpose • and no soondf 
did ithe behold the young knight, who Was the 
di&tise; than fthe iagiEkin fell into a state of insensibi- 
tityj and lebt their endeavours should again be 
made fruiUless in this manner;; Sir Francis thought 
it advisable that he should leave the apartment Ac- 
cordingly, With a melancholy mind, he took his" wafjr 
al6ng the avetifue, and, throwing Hknself on the 
first stone bench that came in his way, gave vent' t»' 
his uneasiness of mind. He Mt himself drawn ' by 
a secret attraction towards the young damsel ; and 
to be thiis forced to be absent from her company, 
wc» iil^pportable in a great degree. 

His attachment to the Lady miena, which he had 
kept a profmind sedret to every one, now recurried to 
him with a double degree of violence ; for that the 
Baroii woidd consent to their marriage, whh m> 
other recommendation to him "tiian having been 
taken under the prote^ion of Sir Fhinc!s> #as "a 
thing most unlikely. - For the first time he whihed to 
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letuEa to Eligiand, wbtie thane wovl4 be at kasl 
Bore likelihood of kk rei^ birth being disoovered 
than ' 'tker6. It wqs with pjeamre thei«efore > that 
he peffcelyed Mjeba**- mjpprotiA* with a fiuiiiiiiMU 
fyom Sir Francis, a» there was now< bo furtfaes 
necessity for his absence: and^ hastening' incto the 
castle> he found the young laify perfectly reoovaped^ 
and she now proposed to lul^ her promise .of le^ 
lating what had biought her to be an inhabitiMAt of 
that cottage. The auditors haying therefbre^wi^ 
their seats nnind, she began. 

** In the first place^ you must know^ thatahhoughi 
since my leairing England, which is my native 
country, and for a short time before^ I hare assumed 
aifrigned name^ my real one is Matilda de Vakncci 
and that I am daughter of Sir Philip de Valence/* 
i^ At this name Sir Francis and the Baron looked 
amazed^ and started* They would fain have sfoke, 
but astoBishmenl deprived them of the powei?-of 
utterance i and supposing the real fate- of Sir Pfaitijj^ 
would now:be dt8coTered> as the Baron likewi^kad 
^suspicions, as well as many othefS> though he kept 
them a secret, of the truth of the report thal/he had 
been kilkd in battle, they sat fixed and iosmovable 
xon th^aei^i and the young lady thus went on; . 

r«';Slr Phfiip^ as iperhaps it may be known to you, ifiis 
called, at the tkne his lady was near^being ddiveied 
t>f an iafSMit, to attend the kingi€>n an )ex|nditipnlo 
sScotiand ; when, after he had beeaf for some ^mt> 
vwe received letters, which we afterwaxisMfMuidti^ 
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been^ forged^ stjmg, duct he had been killed. A shcnRt 
Aoae alter thia^ Sir Him^hrey de Valence, who waa 
aole heir toi the estate, proyided the infant, of which 
Lady de Valence e]q>ected every day to be deHreredj^ 
was a daughter^, and next after it if it wasaaon^ 
eUhe down to the castle^ under fHretence of keepiflg 
the groundsand estates in proper order, until sudi » 
time as it was determined whether, he waa to be 
sole ' possessor of than or im>^ though: it was^more 
properly to make Imnscdf com^dete master of them, 
and put every thing out <ii the iway befotehaaid that 
might offer any opposition to hinu For the castle 
and domain being entailed on the nearest male relttit 
tives of the possessors, I couM not ha^e any thing to 
do in the affair, and was ut that time only ten years 
of age. 

As Boon as Sir Humphrey was come- down, he 
begui his work, by turning away ail' the old servaats 
that had lived in the castle for yeais, and brought in 
their stead a parecA c^ monsters and ruffians, wiiose 
trery looks was enough to give one the vapours. 
These fellpws filled every eomer 6f the castle wkh 
noise and riot, and made the place a perfect oonfu^- 
sion; 1 myself boded no good from this dwrn^, ^ 
though my mother, not wishing to make opposidon^ 
and beingmoreover not in a situation for it, didnot 
oppo^ it . In a short^ time, what I ekpeetedcame H 
pass i wiAont having any ireason given' ust why^ we 
were removed to the end of the blinding next the 
dhapel, where to our great astonishment. we ifound 
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oursdves fiallen into the devices of Sir Hamphixy) 
and so closely conEned> ttiat we could not get out 
even for a moment. His design now was very evh^ 
dent, in removing all the old attendants, to4e|div€ 
us of this last resource, and means of intercouse with 
any one, who might have power and inclinadonef^ 
fectually to serve us. It so happened, iiowever^ thA 
man whom he had appointed to take care of ^u^ and 
see we did not escape, was, by dint of great ai^« 
ment and persuasion, prevailed on to let us taketh? 
air in the ruins of the chapel acyoiniogy where no 
one was likely ta discover us ; and as this .mode of 
doing so was preferred' to none at all, we gladly took 
advanti^e of it : and thus did the first week of «out 
imprisonment pass awi^. 

The time at length came, when Lady de <Valcnoe 
was delivered of a son ; but knowittg, thai; if it 
came to the eaks of Sir Humphney,. he would imme^i 
diately contrive to put an end to its exi^;ence,w« 
kept it a profound secret j^aad having procured a 
large basket, placed it therein, with «c»ne things of 
various sorts, and a note, enlreating any one who 
migl^ chance to look that way, and find i^ to take 
oeonpas^n on it« This being done, I, under pr^- 
tcnce of walking in theehapel> went out. with H^ 
and, slipping out wit^ut our keeper's i perceiving il> 
l^aced the basket beneath a bush, which wa» by the 
side of a. stream that ran through the .grounds, and 
returned again, wilihont any one*si knowledge but 
ourselves. 
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' Sbm^'tiMe Hieo-pasiedawKjr^ laoretpkaenatly llitti 
Mbrey whea^vpe-siMMetilf reecfred«a Tisii i«xm Siir. 
Hdmphi^yy who in tfao^^ graatesi ra^* iina^able 
€Mae,kii6 hesgtm^fejfiiNMiCilim'g ue feor lianatiiig kim 
m Ms'Tbton^, and diitii4»bifig hia rast^ 'foi* it seofim. 
8(hne of the^fieaBa&ts^liaTmg' seen us in theidndc 
wh^a^ ^M'la^Cifoig m tbfr cfaapely madte) & raincMir; tiMt it 
Mnm liaanted^ and tMs made himiieailyinadf'with 
n^^ ytetntj^ viented the fall ^extent of hk aiiger> 
a%^ay • he went 5 • and 'the same eifsoing^ wa* had nolkie 
tapr^arefor ofardcf>aariin«fiiimihefibwe. t r ; 

(i1Eiiei»»Blimaanhii§, aJai^ vdiible cametothtfsld^ 
of ^he buildini^ before day*-light| > to (prevent eacc^ng 
tfaeioiriottty of thai tillageia^^andi being mounted «a 
tiiis> drove on^ and, after traT^ling! slowly fori 8e«- 
Tend .dkys> it biought us to a castk> whicht toi my 
great artmishmentiwas that to^ Sir ETeraird Triioy^ 
who had< IbnnBirly i been: a great friend to^&h* Fiiil&p, 
and whoilr-waa ocrtain^ <ould^ not .'be^aaipaiBted 
wither Humphrey's iaatentiona. r > 

) Btttita prooeed. Hieve were we set dpwm \ andanr 
eonduetor/whorwai^one^of tiietmoslihonribie itiiikii» 
of'tfae/vdhokf seti^ahewediis to a little tower, and 
letiuff in«$ when^ toour greatasionifthment^ we JoimnI 
Sir Vhtlipibere;«but ki'sach^an altered state^^thatwe 
weie ' brightened <lo ^ hehold. < him /^ He smat' giroWii 
pide.atui thiti^ imui aoKkty to knowi whalf was/i>d« 
^eofte oBtusk He had bdsn/on ifat^rveayihonaepbetici^ 
im ^ the- fioiaaBi ^at adjoins Ihor estate ; by a band of 
ruffians, who were Sir Humphrey's emissaries^ aadii 
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alter a vigoi^us resistance, wounded and disarmed 
by superior numbers. He bad tben been conveyed 
tbere> and remained ever since. 

His company made our confinement d^igbtfulto 
what it had been before, and he daily recovered his 
cheerfulness^ when we received a visit from Sir 
Humphrey, whieh entirely spoiled every thing; 
When he came, my father was walking in a cer- 
tain secret passi^ that led up to the rooais> above; 
and the countenance of our vile perseci^tcnr bright* 
ened up on perceiving this, and he began to declare 
his love lor Lady de Valence. She, as you may sup- 
pose, turned from him in contempt, and called aloud 
on Sir Philip for assistance. He had heard every 

thing that passed, and, enraged to fury, rushed in; 

* 

snatched a sword from one of the ruffians who stood 
by, and falling on Sir Humphrey, who drew his to 
defend himself, a most furious combat ensued. The 
abominable wretch was driven through all the apart« 
ments that composed the lower story of the towefi 
and Sir Philip, having succeeded in forcing him to 
repeat up the passage^ was just <»i the poiAt of get- 
ting the victoiy \ thdr weapons clashed in a horri^ 
ble manner, and the sword was already up-raised 
that would have teiteinated the combat i by laying the 
ratonster dead> whenone of his men, perceivittg the 
danger his master was in, fixed an arraw in his bowj 
and, drawing the string, let it fly. iiftciok effect^ and 
Sir Philip fell down the stairs mth a gnnaiv&iMi ex^ 
pired. Imagine what must have been our horror and 
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Affright^ when we expected that a moment would 
have restored us to our liberty, at beholding this 
sight ! We shrieked aloud ; and the monster Sir 
Humphrey gloried in being thus rid of the only per- 
son who could effectually oppose his wishes. 

At length, finding all his importunities in vain, 
he departed : but his absence was purchased at a 
dear price ^ f or on the next day, -as we were stttmg 
in melancholy silence. Lady de Valence was fleised 
With viofent .pains, and in less. than half : an hour 
died^ Sir ilumphrey> to revenge himself, had con- 
trived, liy means of one of his men, to administer 
poison into some wine which she drank; which 
operate so fatally. I called out aloud for assistance, 
but it was some time before any one came. ^ At 
length two of the mfiians made their appeamnce; 
and seem^ struck with horror at bebotding the 
scene; so taking advantage of this, I by somepei^- 
suasion prev^led on them to assist in my escape^ 
and they promised to come at night, and conduct me 
beyond the walls. 

The tfane came, and, proceeding cautiously, I got 
out, and we travelled on, untily going through a 
wood, we were met by robbers. I myself • fortu- 
natdy made my escape ; and, embarking at the fir$t 
sea-port in a little vessel that was coming over lor 
ther, I fixed my residence in the cottage where you 
ftmnd me, and have remained here ever since^ whiob 
is now near twelve years.** * 
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CHAPTER IV. 



X HUS did the Lady Matilda end her account : but 
besides this, she related various things connected 
with the appearance Sir Francis had seen at Sir 
ETerard Tracy's, which, as it woijdd be merely re- 
lating wbathas'been already mentioned,, are not here 
repeated, and which ftiUy oonvinoed Sir Francis, 
that the man in armour had been no other than Sir 
Fhilip, and that the female he had seen run through 
the apartments adjoining that in which he had slept 
was no one but the Lady Matilda^ who had gone 
there to deposit the scrawl, which he had found be- 
neath the shield, and having concealed herself on 
his approach behind one of the pictures, had taken 
advantage of his attention being enga^ped to run off. 
But Sir Francis and the Baron sat for some time 
astonished, and looking at each other; the latter 
not having in the least expected to hear such an ao- 
count, and the former being confirmed in whHt he 
often had entertained a suspicion of, that Edward 
was the son of Sir Fhilip ; and- to put it beyond the 
power of all doubt, he resolved to produce tlw 
things which Father Peter had given himi But it 
being then late, he delayed it until the following 
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eveniog, when this unportant^t of articles yfm pro- 
duoed. And first of all he delivered the Bote> which 
had accompanied the basket^ and the scroll he had 
taken from beneath the shield, for examination, into 
the hands of the Lady Matilda j which being by 
her identified, and declared to be ihe same which 
were in the places where she had deposited them. 
Sir Francis proceeded, and drew forth from the eaa- 
ket a large seal, on whieh was engraved the amis of 
de VjEdence, and which had descended in the fomily 
Uff aear two centuries. This not requiring any 
thing to prove> it was Imjcnediatdy Bet aside, aad 
^ve place to a diamond ring, (m the centre piece of 
which were the initials of Sir Philip. Then came 
a part of the insignia of the order to which he 
belonged. And the nest thing that presented itsdf 
was two pictures, one of himself, aad ihe other: of 
H9 lady> set in diamonds and peark ; these, widi 
4iv^*8 other jewels of great vahie, formed the 
lirbole of the «et, and put every, doubt at noughts 
Had Sir Francis examined them before, he wouU 
jmnediately have known this circumstance } but it 
so happened, that whenever he had fixed to do it^ 
something had intervened to prevent his intention, 
ftud it had not been done* 

, The wh(de party congratulated the young knight 
on Im birth having been ascertained to a certainty^ 
and himself and the Lady Matilda received each 
0ther with the- aiection due to their near relation- 
fhiR. 'He eould scarcely believe but what he was ia 
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a drealm, so extraordinary did the change appear. A 
short time after this^ Matilda, going to some of the 
neighbouring villages, brought back letters from 
England for the Baron. The letters he had before 
received from thence had always brought evil intelli- 
gence; it therefore somewhat damped the univer- 
sal joy that had spread itself through the whole 
party : but when they came to be opened, instead 
of having news calculated to make them dismal, 
it was quite the contrary, as it contained intelli- 
gence, that the Baron might with safety return as 
soon as he pleased, as what had occasioned his re- 
moving was now quite gone, in such a manner, that 
it could not act against him. 

Nor was the Baron the only one who had reason 
to rejoice 3 for it likewise mentioned, that Sir Hum- 
phrey de Valence had, after attaining to very great 
favour with the king/by certain conduct, been pred- 
pitated from the height to which he had got, and fallen 
into dire disgrace. That the king had, in his ragei 
positively forbid his appearance at court } and, hav- 
ing seized on the estate which he had, that bordered 
on that of Sir Francis, had given it to another of his 
favourites. Thus was one great reason of his com- 
ing from his own country removed. And the other, 
which was the hatred of Peter Graveston, was like- 
wise done away 3 as it mentioned besides, that the 
noblemen had very openly expressed their disap- 
probation of the king*s great attachment to that 
favourite, and loudly remonstrated against it ; and 
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Sir Francis being a great friend to all or the princi- 
pal part of them, he knew, that if any thing was 
done against him, they would immediately rise up 
with one consent, and declaim against it as an 
infraction. 

These letters therefore, instead of depressing his 
spirits, and putting the party in the dismals, served 
only to increase their mirth ; and a council was 
forthwith held, in what manner they should pro- 
ceed 5 in which it was determined, that as the Baron 
had some relations at court at Paris, whom he 
wished to visit, that they should set out from the 
castle at the end of the month 3 and, going up thi- 
ther, make a short stay ; and then, taking a vessel 
from Calais, get to England before the autumnal 
gales began. But in the mean time, they resolved 
to pass away this time as pleasantly as possible ; and 
for that purpose, hired a fisherman's bark, in which 
they made daily excursions on the water. 

The Lady Matilda had on her first arrival resided 
at a monastery, until the cottage was repaired, and 
made habitable ; and having sent intelligence to the 
Lady Abbess of the sudden change of her situation, 
the lady invited her with the whole party to come 
and spend an evening at the convent. This invita- 
tion was readily accepted, and the whole of the 
morning previous the knights were busily employed 
in adorning the boat for the occasion, and devising 
new means of decoration. The sides were orna- 
mented with boughs and branches of flowers^ inter- 
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mu^kd with the greexi of yarioj^ tit!^w, aim) senlb 
forth a refreshing odour tjO «i very gr^at^ c^^gi^. 

In the a£beFnooD> 'the, weather j^romiamg to gpn- 
tinue as fine aa it had been the whQie day, the>party 
embiirked, and a fresh breeze lending its «6siBtaiioe 
to impel them forwards they were soon got a con- 
siderable difttadice firon^ ?irbere they sfut ouji. The 
Imights wHh their §quiies took upon themsdves 
thev)Conductiag of the bo^t> aod whUe one hM 
were epsployed in doing this^ the others sat and 
i^QSted tbemselv^a with the rest of the party, toaee 
^veryi thing to oaost^ advantage* Tbtty went v^ery 
n^sur the beach^tand pui»ued the varwms windings 
of the sh^x^^i aQd as this .made their w^y coasider-i 
ai^ly iQnger tha^a if they had gone on s|taraight» it 
w«k9 aboye half aii hoiiir before they arrived at th^ 
p)^»qe of d^tination. 

- At lengthi: hoiMever> the monastery, sitiiated Qm 
the point of apfojefiH;ing rook» and rearing its teweis 
a^i^ ^pires alolt kn theair> made 4tis appearance, apd 
qpened tp theii view fa3 they lemerged from a littk 
\i^, intQ which they had gone to view the shmr 
ais^ in a short time they found theaaiselves at th^ 
foot of the path which led '■ up to it Getting out 
therefore> they .fastened the boat /to theiitunip of a^ 
tvee, and ascending the sloipe, which was in froAt^ 
Qfthe,buil4ifigi<theyr<wei^e met at the arched gate- 
Wi^y by thciLady Abbess, who greeted theia with i^. 
cordial wd[cQme,'and conducted them into the in-< 
ner ^artoient, where refreshment9 of variouii sorts 
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w^it laid out in abundance^ that strongly indicated 
the ho^italityi>f the provider. 

Haring partaken of these to their satisfaction^ 
they went out to walk in the gardens of the tno» 
aastery^ and continued there for near three hours^ 
when their host proposed returning: and on en-< 
tenng the htM, their astonishment wa^ not a lit- 
tle exdited, to perceive spread out on a long 
ta^le in the- halla most splendid repast : vaset^f 
cream^ and huge bowls of fruit of various sorta 
and hues^ shone forth with resplendent lustre> and 
invited the beholders to partake of itj and as the 
walking so >k>ng had raised in the personages a 
keen appettte> they had by no meaiis any objectioh 
to this sights and/ without any fEortber delay^ sat 
dk^wn, and feM to 3 so that what with the inviting 
look of the viands^ and the disposition of the guests 
to set aside all ceremony, they began quickly to dis- 
appear. Nor was the table at which the knights* 
squires sat less abundantly supplied -, the eyes of 
Michel sparkled with delist when he beheld it> 
dnd he could scarcely forbear bursting into an ex- 
damatidn of joy. 

The party, having partook of this, began to think 
of Returning, as it might be dangerous to be over- 
taken by night in the boat on a shore, where there 
were so many rocks and diffisrent windings : but on? 
going out, they perceived, to their great dismay, 
tiiat the sky was considerably overcast, and por- 
tended a storm. Hoping however to get home be- 
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Core it came in all ite "violenoe, they ivitUout de- 
lay got in> and unloosing the boat, the knightaex-^ 
€rled themselves to their utmost to get back to the 
easde before the storm. But it was in vain diey 
tried : the clouds, collecting together in vast cq« 
lttmns> broke in all their fury over their heads^ asd 
assisted with the wind, which had increased from a 
breeze to a violent gale, drove them about at its 
pleasure, and completely defeated their e£Ebrt8 to 
mo<ye rapidly ; as, instead of going straight forward, 
the boat was continually driven by the violence of 
the waves either on one* side or the other. They 
once thought of attempting to gain the shore, and 
then go the rest of the way to the castle on foot; 
but the waves beat so violently near the shore, that 
Hie result of an attempt at sueha measure would 
have been inevitable destruction. It was too late 
to return to the monastery, as they were iiK»e than 
half way to the castle ; and, in short, their only ex- 
pedient was to endeavour to keep off more pressing 
danger, and keep the boat from oversetting ; and 
they were therefore obliged to be contented^ and 
continue beating about as well as they could. 

At length the c€istle appeared in sight, and they 
were very near the foot of the avenue, when, lo! 
a bark, with about twenty men in it, appeared in 
sight, and continued rolling about at no great dis- 
tance &om them for some short space, which gave 
them an opportunity of distinguishing that they 
w^re idl armed ; and in a short time the boat dis- 
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appeared behind a point of land jnst b^. No sooner 
were they gone^ than the party gave rent to their 
astonishment and alarm 3 the ladies turned pftle> 
the knights looked amazed, the Baron and Sir fVan* 
CIS were perfectly confounded^ and the fertile ima- 
gination' of Michael presented that they cmild be no 
other than the banditti^ whom Edward had com^ 
bated in the chapel. 

Having arrived at the mouth of the avenue^ they 
ktnded; and proceeding up it^ their astonishment 
was raised beyond description on entering the 
courts ta perceive in it the most direful itiarks of 
riot and destruction : the palings were torn up^ ihe 
statues demolished almost, and the bushes and 
hedges pulled nearly into pieces, and deprived of 
their largest branches. Entering the hall of the 
eastle, they perceived, seated at the farther end on 
the stones, Anthony, who had refused to accompany 
them, and who, shaking^like a leaf, dared not even 
to. look up, until they spoke, and by this means 
made it known who they were. This immediatdy, 
however, dispelled his fears $ and getting up, he be- 
gan accounting for his terror ; but it being late« Sir 
Francis thought it most advisable to delay it until 
the next day, and that they should for the present 
think only of repose. 

They therefore retired to rest ; and the next mom- 

' ing, the knights^ having a great desire to see the full 

extent of the mischief which had been done, went 

' out before breakfast to examine^ and went all round 
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t}ie .ca^^e. The cbitpel had fiustainpd less .injury tim 
ai^y oU^r part^ laMi^ kb»d more marks of sv^ bekkg 
^Hemptedtbao any other^ as nearly aU the pilUin 
wlueh support^ the roof had^heen tried at > but the 
mi^ns v<hich had been used uot having. been stiong 
enough. to. overtum such a laige .body> thc^ re? 
malned in their situation. r 

When they returned^ Anthony^.who was as ioipa* 
tient to recount as they were to hear what had hap- 
pened, began by saying, that after they had been 
gone for about half An hour, he heard a monstrous 
talking in the court^yard> and going to one of the 
windows to.see whi^t was the cause, he perceived a 
dozen armed men. Frightened out of his very senses, 
he hastei^^ away, lest he should be perceived' j and 
going to a grating, that was in one of the towers by 
the side of the gatey frc»n whence he could behoU- 
th^Di to more advantage, whUe he: was not himsdf 
seen in the least, there took his s^ion, and could 
perceive they were disputing whether ,iQ(r im»( they 
should enter the castle : tha greater part were ler 
not doing it, but the opposite party peraisted in th^r 
own way to such a degree, that they drew^heif ' 
swords, ;^id began a furious combat, whieh tennK 
nated tp his great joy in favour of the larger pa^y.. 
But his joy was somewhat abated when he pei^lv^^ 
their intentions, as, without farther ceremony, they 
began teaidng up the pales, and destroying ev9y 
thing that came within their reach. Having doa^e.^ 
this> they went away to demolish the things in^eth^ 
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paitts, dnd he 'With difficulty staggered into the hsAl, 
where^ not being able to get any forther for fear, he 
£^ do wh> and there remained, until the retui'h of 
the party delivered him from his terrors. 

No sooner ^had he given this accteuht, than thie 
knights, not doubting but that th^e were the ban- 
ditti, proposed that they should sit up, ahd ilratch 
for them> as^^ they were continually disturbing thetn 
with their visits ; and, if they came, alarm the rest 
<^f the party, as they had' not a doubt^ that if they 
wett' once attacked, and driven away, they' would 
na£ again v^ture' to intrude themselves^ on the ess- 
tlel Accordingly it was resolved that they slioiild 
do sa; and' the Baron's two sons; as £dward had 
be^ the one to do it on a foniner occasion, i^efe 
appointed ; tso that when every one dse had retired, 
l^y took their station in the Kbrary, from whenbe 
events of such importance to the household had 
beeil achieved -; and as it was got too wumr fdt a 
firey they seated themselves in the door-way, that if 
tfny doide wi^ in the chapel; they might be more 
cei1»iil of h<Mtng it. And' 16 pass away the time, 
thef hiid recourse to the same ihethbd as Edward, 
and' begiiil to draw forth, from the recesses and 
shi^I^^es ihat were around the room, the least tat- 
tered of the volumes, and endeavorur' to make oht 
their cbtitents. 

But learving them to examine the mouldy remains 
ttfid tattered mottse-eatieii fragkiiehts^ of these vo- 
lumes, we win return to what happened to the rest 
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of the party after thU night, and relate the.knighli! 
adventures hereafter. 

The wh(^ of the male party had arms by them, 
and were in readiness to start up in a moment ; and 
being surprised at not having been called up, they 
in the morning hastened up, impatient to know the 
result of the adventure y and coming down, ran to 
thelilMRBry to see what had occurred ; when> to their 
great astonishment, neither of the knights . were to 
be seen, and no trace of their having been t^re, but 
the volumes scattered about here and there, which 
they had been using^ In every place were they called, 
and looked for, but could not be found. Michael 
was sent into the neighbouring villages, to enquire 
if they had been there $ but the answer was every 
where. No ; and the party began to be very uneasy 
about their safety, as they could not conceive the 
cause of their disappearance. 

Three weeks passed on without their maidag 
their a|^pearance$ and the Baron had ix>w . waited 
a fortni^t over the time which ha<l 4>een: firsj^ fixied 
for their departure. It was therefore r^^qlved, that 
they should set out, and not wait any longer, as, if 
they stayed, it would be impossible to e:«:eci:^ what 
the Baron had intended, and get to Bngland before 
the bad weather came on. t , 

Scarcely had they taken this resolution, when 
lettera arrived from the owner of the c^tle, who by 
some means had bad it come to his ears th^t; there 
were £ome persons iAhabiting it j and, ^rfged ItQ.a 
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i^ great degree at what he deemed thef presuttip- 
tion of Anthony, in admitting them wHhont his 
special permission, had immediately sent orders for 
them to quit it immediately ; and the mighty lord 
was not contented with this, but must needs di9^ 
place Anthony from his post, and put in his room 
a peasant of the neighbourhood ^ so that it was de^ 
termined Anthony should go with t^em. Mchael 
was without farther delay sent to purchase horses 
at the Tillage 5 and this necessary equipage being 
prepared, they set out early one morning. 

The procession moved frota the door in the fdl'^ 
lowing order : first came Sir Francis, the Baron, 
and the ladies^ mounted on palfreys, and Ed warden 
A grey steed : then came a large vehicle, filled with 
baggage of divers sortb, belonging to the whole 
party 3 while on the top rode the female attendants 
of the damsels, with Anthony to guide the vehicle ': 
and, lastly, came the squires of the knights, and 
Michael to bring up the rear of this very grand prd^ 
cession. In this manner did they proceed the whole 
day, and traversed various roads and heaths, until 
dusk overtook them in the midst of a barren marsh, 
which was bounded on one side by- the sea, and at 
the farther end by a large forest. No human habi- 
tation appeared in sight, nor any living object 'btit 
themselves. They looked around, and nought pre- 
sented itself to view ; so that they began to fear they 
should be benighted in the open road 5 when the 
ears of Michael, which were open te welcome in pro«- 
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portiQa as theyrWere to unwelcome^ suddeBly 
•truck by the barkjlug, of a <log, md ia.ti. moment 
after tbey perceiyed a she^erd> (uccompaiui^ by the 
animal which had ocqasioned the welcope somid^ 
who were netumiog from i^ttendiQg on a flock of 
eheep^ which ^leyrnow perceived, penned up ftt. a 
short dist^c^ Riding up therefore, they enquired 
how far they were from any place of shelter^ wheii 
he invited them to come to his .cottage, which was, 
he saidj at a ^hort distance : and readily accepting 
this invitation, th^y accompanied him a short .di&- 
tance along the border joS the wood, until they came 
to a cottage, which had been concealed from their 
view by the trees y and the shepherd having directed 
Michael to the place where he was to find the hay 
for the horses, the rest entered, and sat down to a 
cheerful fire, whiph was exceedingly acceptable, after 
the damp and chilly air of the marsh. 

But scarcely had they taken their station ten mi- 
nutesy before they were assailed with the din of a 
most dreadful outcry ; and the words, thief, loon, 
vUlanous varlet, and knave, resounded with a ter- 
rible degree of violence about the building ; and, 
astonished beyond measure at it, they arose, and 
went out at the door to see the cause,; when they 
beheld, to their great surprise, Michael seized fast 
hold of by the shepherd's wife, who, not having re- 
ceived any notice of the arrival of the guests, had 
taken him for a thief, and was rating him in a veiy 
violent manner, and exclaiming, '' Soho, you cream- 
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faced vfllain \ so ye thinks to get yourself in here, 
and put your cheats upon us for nothing : no, no^ 
ye nid not think that I be such an one to put up 
with it, not I, you thief!" 

In this manner was she rating the terrified squire, 
who, unable to disengage hunself from the furious 
grasp with which she held him by the collar, 
stood pale and speechless with fright ; and lucky 
was it that the party came up, and, by informing 
his assailant how it was, delivered him from her 
hands -, and peace and quietness being restored, the 
party returned ; and as Michael was too much 
frightened to take care of the horses, another of the 
squires was left for that purpose, and the party once 
more entered the cottage, and seated themselves. 

Early in the evening they retired to rest, and 
continued in a profound quiet until midnight, when 
they were suddenly awakened by a most terrible 
knocking at the door, with loud demands of ad- 
mittance, and a noise, and swearing, which in the 
opinion of the party boded no good. Getting up 
therefore, Edward looked out, and perceived some 
armed men. Assuming a fierce voice, he asked them 
what they wanted. To which one of them, who 
was their chief, replied, that they were in search of 
certain persons, who had offended their lord, and 
must positively search the house, to see if they were 
there. This answer immediately suggested to fid- 
ward the whole of how it really stood ; which was, 
that the mighty lord, to whom the castle belonged, 

c c 
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had, aa hour or two after their departiure, aqrlyed 
there ; and not having been to the place for twenty 
years at leasts he was much astonished at the depre- 
dations of the banditti on the trees and shrubs ; aad* 
without considering, that these same depredations 
were made only on things which the inhabitants 
that had been there> that he was so incensed against^ 
had made and planted^ he was in a great anger about 
it, and sent forth these his retainers in pursuit of 
them, to account for it. 

The knight, therefore, delivered an account of the 
man*8 apswer and his suspicions to Sir Francis and 
those within, and they were now in a most perplex-r 
ing dilemma^ for there was not a moment for con- 
sideration, as the men had redoubled their clamour 
and noise, and threatened, if they were not instantly 
aidmitted, to force open the door, nay, or perhaps 
what was worse, pull down the whole house about 
their ears ; and it was finally determined, that as 
they were nine in number with their host, they 
should oppose them, and risk an engagement. Ac- 
QOfdingly, having armed themselves, they de- 
scended in a body to the door, and, opening it, 
sallied out on the besiegers with great vigour, and 
a furious combat took place $ which presently ended 
in the complete discomfiture and driving away of 
the lord's retainers, who were most of them sordy 
wounded by the valour of their opponents. And 
thus did they pass this a£fair, which at first appeared 
of so disagreeable a nature, without any serious 
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consequences 3 and being satisfied their assailants 
^ere gone off a considerable distance^ and that they 
would not return, they once more retired, and for- 
got themselves in sleep. 

The next morning, as soon as it was daylight, 
tbey arose -, and Sir Francis having liberally re- 
warded their host for his hospitality, they set out 5 
and continued travelling in the same manner as they 
had done on the preceding day, stopping only as 
long and where it was absolutely necessary on the 
toad, lliey arrived by dusk at a village within two 
miles of Paris, where they purposed to pass the night> 
and perform the remainder of the journey next day: 
so alighting frdm their horses, they went into a 
house, and seated themselves in the end next the 
fire. The house at which they stopped being a 
place of public resort for travellers, it was necessa- 
rily filled with a number of persons ; and after they 
had sat there a little while, there entered two meii 
InufHed up in long coats, who, on taking off these 
cumberous appendages, they discovered to their 
great astonishment to be the two knights, the Ba- 
ron's two sons 5 nor were they less surprised to find 
tihe party there. 

After having vented their surprise on both sides^ 
and satisfied themselves with asking each other 
Various questions, the Baron, who was impatient to 
know the cause of their sudden disappearance, re- 
quested them to relate the different circumstances 

cc2 
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that had happened to them since their going to sit 
up i which they did in the following words. 

'* After we had been for some time employed in 
looking at the volumes^ and had ransacked nearly the 
whole of the recesses and shelves that were in the li- 
brary, we thought we heard a noise in the chapel^ and 
listening for a moment, were confirmed in our sus- 
picions, as we distinctly heard a footstep re-echoed 
on the stone pavement. Without delay, therefore, 
we seized the lights, and, having unsheathed our 
swords, ran along the passage, making however as 
little noise as possible, and attempted to open the 
door at the end : it creaked on the hinges, and by 
so doing gave the banditti within timely notice of 
our approach, so that they had sufficient time to 
conceal themselves 5 and when we entered, we could 
perceive no one. Astonished at this circumstance, 
as we were certain that but a moment before we had 
heard some one quite plain, we went all round the 
chapel, and as we traversed it, our doubts, instead 
of diminishing, increased, as there was no other 
way in our knowledge to get out, besides the one by 
which we had come in, but at the windows, and 
these being raised very high from the ground, it 
would have required some time to get up, and go 
through. Five times we searched, as we thought, 
all round the chapel, and in every place, though we 
neglected to look behind the monuments, which 
afterwards proved most material to us 3 and having^ 
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contented ourselves with the assurance that there 
could not possibly be any one there^ we at the 
sixth turn proceeded towards the gate by which we 
had come in, and putting our swords in the sheaths^ 
we walked on carelessly ; when all on a sudden no 
less than a dozen men's heads started up from be- 
hind the row of monuments that was on our right 
hand, and, ere we could draw our weapons, or re- 
cover from the surprise into which such an unex- 
pected sight had thrown us, the heads leaped over, 
and discovered to our view so many of the banditti, 
who, running up, surrounded and disarmed us in 
the twinkling of an eye, and then, leaving three of 
their company to see we did not ran away, they 
went out by a way we could then perceive. They 
presently returned with a large quantity of plunder^ 
and successively brought in several loads of it; 
which being at length all collected together, they 
carried them all across to the other side ; and when 
they had done this, they lastly conducted ourselves 
thither ; when to our infinite surprise we saw that 
one of the pannels slid backwards and forwards, and 
served as an entrance to a staircase which led down 
under ground, into which we were ushered, and 
descended to the bottom, as resistance, unarmed, and 
to so numerous a body of men, would have been 
folly, and the certain way to destruction. 

Tliis staircase, or flight of steps, went down into 
a paa3age, which led to some vaults that went under 
the castle, and which in fact belonged to it 3 but 
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the banditti, having found out the means of aceess 
to them^ had^ as they had no fear of interruption, 
for the castle was at that time uninhabited^ aiui bad 
no chance of having any inhabitants, taken posses- 
sion of it as a store and general repository of all 
the plunder they took in their excursions, both by 
sea and land ; for these men, it seems, united the 
character of banditti by land, and pirates by sea, 
and possessed a very formidable force in both. 

Having descended the flight of stairs, we went 
along the passage, which was tolerably lighted witii 
lamps and tapers ^ and one of the men opening a 
door at the end, we entered the vaults. Which were 
iilled with treasure piled up in vast heaps and moun- 
tains, and having passed through about half-a-dozen 
of these, we came to one in which was no treasure, 
but in its stead five or six banditti. 

The pirates who had taken us were in the habit of 
making war on the other parties of the same sorts, 
and great battles frequently happened, in the last 
of which these had been taken prisoners, and they 
were kept there until such a time as their compa- 
nions thought fit to procure their liberation, by giv- 
ing up a part of their treasure in return. It 'was 
with these that we were to be left; and having 
given us a sufficiency of provision to last until they 
came again, the banditti who had taken us vrent 
away, and left us. 

The confinement in itself would have been no- 
thing, but the company we had made it insu[^rt- 
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in 8o doing left us scarce a sufficiency for ourselves : 
for when after any of their fits of intoxication there 
was any ¥rine left in the skins that they had takeUj 
and which were> you may be sure, very tolerable in 
number, they were not contented with having made 
themselves drunk, but must needs throw these re- 
mains about on the floor *, and in this manner some- 
times were nearly whole skins-full wasted and de- 
molished ; so that it was no great wonder a sufficient 
quantity was not left for ourselves, and that we 
were verily half starved. This was not all 3 they 
used to spend their nights in revelry and riot, mak- 
ing such a noise, as was enough to confound the 
senses of any one but themselves ; so that added to 
our other inconvenience was the want of sleep^ as it 
was impossible for any such thing, while they were 
up themselves. They r^arded us as quite a dif- 
ferent sort of beings to themselves, and were for 
ever plaguing us to enter on the same kind of life 
with themselves ; saying, their companions would 
not care to pay the price required for our liberty, to 
get two more added to their number. 

Thus did the time pass on, and near two weeks 
had now elapsed since the departure of our gaolers> 
when a circumstance happened, which served to 
cheer us a little^ and make the remainder of the 
time pass more pleasantly. One night, as our dis- 
agreeable companions were as usus^ rioting in such 
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a manner^, that the vault echoed with tbe sounds jone 
of them, taking offence at -fiomething. another had 
8aid, pushed him with great violence lagainst the 
wall> in a part where, it not being vei:y strong, 
some of the stones fell out) which circaiQ8t9iic^ 
though it escaped their notice, did not pass our 
observation, we being fortunately close by at the 
time ', and next morning, when they were, accord- 
ing to custom, sleeping off the effects of the night's 
revel, and all snoring aloud, we resolved to try, and 
make a hole through, as we had observed the pirates 
put a considerable quantity of arms into the vault' 
from which this wall separated us. Accordingly 
we set to work, and without muph difficulty re- 
moved a considerable quantity of the loosened 
stones, a^then reaching in, got a sufficients quaiH 
tity of arms to arm us both completely i which we 
concealed in our clothes in such a manner, thataay 
one who did npt know of their being there, could 
not have the le^t suspicion of it j and then replac- 
ing the stones exactly as they were before^ we went 
in just the same to appearance as if nothing had 
happened, though in reality we were secretly re*- 
joicing in pur good fortune. 

Four days after this the pirates came, and having 
received the price of our companions, set them at 
liberty, to go where they pleased ; and said, they 
should come in two days to remove us. These two 
days passed as quickly as the others hed done le<» 
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&OU8 ; for wben once we came on open ground, we 
doubted not but tliat sometime or other we should 
be able to dieet our escape^ now we were armed. 

The banditti came as they had said they should, 
Cjoing out of our subterraneous prison, we crossed 
the chapel^ and went out at a secret door behind the 
altar-piece, which led into a back path through the 
wood i which, as soon as the men had carefully con- 
cealed the door, by placing a stone image before it, 
we traversed ; and going to the sea-side, found there 
was a boat in waiting, which took us to a bark at a 
little distance. As soon as we were on boards the 
captain, who was chief of the pirates, set sail^ and 
•uled for two days without stopping -, when he an* 
chored, and we were conveyed to a ruinous building 
in the midst of a wood, which was one of the haunts 
of the banditti, and the place from whence they 
made their excursions. From this we b^an td 
meditate our es^pe ; and taking advantage of the 
time when the robbers, who had not the least sus- 
picion of our having arms about us, were all out but 
three, we came upon them by surprise, and having 
secured dieir hands with some cords that hung up 
in the place, took of the fleetest horsed out of the 
stable, and, mounting them, set off at full speed ; 
and, arriving here^ found you, to our great astonish- 
ment." 

Thus did the two knights relate their narrative ; and 
it being late by the time they liad done, the party soon 
after retired : and the next day they pursued their 
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journey, and arrived at Paris, where they received 
an invitation from the king to spend some time at 
court ; which, as it suited very opportunely, they ac- 
cepted. And it was now determined, that the knight* 
should go over to England first, and see the real state 
of a£fairs ; and then, if it was safe, the rest should 
follow after. Accordingly a passage was taken in a 
vessel, then about to sail from Calais, and they em- 
barked in the morning of a fine day ; when, as the 
wind blew strongly in their favour, they in less thaA 
four hours landed on the quay at Dover, amidst the 
din of bustle and uproar around. 

Having landed, they mounted their horses, which 
they had brought over with them> and set out for 
Sir OBVancis*s estate, which was not many miles 
distant 3 where they at length arrived, and, entering 
the court, rapped at the gate, llie old servant, who 
had been left to take care of the place, presently 
came out, and with difficulty recollected Bdwaid, 
who enquired how long Sir Humphrey had been 
removed from the occupation of the next domain: 
to which the servant replied. About five or six 
months ; but could not tell whither he was gone to. 
They therefore resolved to go to London, and en- 
quire of some persons who resided there, who could 
they knew give them all necessary information. 
And accordingly out they set ; and, on arriving at 
the end of their journey, learnt, to their great disap- 
pointment, that Sir Humphrey had recovered himself 
in the king's favour, and was governor of a castle 
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but on taking the thing into coasideration^ they 
recollected that all the barons and nobility would 
assert the justice of Edward's claims $ and^ if the 
king refused to confirm them, rise up in a body to 
enforce it : that this support was therefore quite 
sufficient $ and with this determination, they wrote 
without delay to Sir Francis, that he might without 
hazard come over. 

Five days from the time this was received, he with 
the Baron and the rest of the party arrived ; and they 
now began to consult how to set about the importr 
ant business then on their hands. A billet was writr 
ten to Sir Humphrey, setting forth the grounds on 
which he was called forth to prove whether or no his 
claims were just, and appointing to meet him at the 
governor's of the district, to which Sir Philip's 
estate belonged, to decide the question. This was 
without delay dispatched by a messenger to Sk 
Humphrey, and an answer was impatiently awaited. 
On receiving it. Sir Humphrey fell into the greatest 
rage imaginable, and his own servants thought it 
expedient that they should run out of his way, leat 
.they should be torn to pieces ', such was the violence 
of his wrath, at being put in fear of being deprived 
of his usurped estates. Having at length recovered 
from the first effects of the unexpected billet, he 
wrote in answer, that he would be at the appointed 
place on the day mentioned, and sent it back by Sir 
Francis's messenger. 

As soon as it arrived at the end of its journey. 
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ipfid bad been read^ Sir Francis^ witb tbe Baron, tbi 
tbree knigbts, and tbeir squires, set out for tbe man- 
sion of Sir Thomas Montrose, who was then chief 
governor of the district in which Sir Fbilip*s estate 
was, where at the end of five days they arrived) 
and on the day after, which was the one appointed, 
Sir Humphrey likewise arrived. After a short in- 
vestigation of tbe business* Sir Thomas declared, 
that the claims were undoubtedly in favour of the 
young knight ; but as it might be more acceptable 
to both parties, would appear more honourable to 
tbe ears of those who heard of it, and would pre- 
vent evil-disposed persons from venting tbeir malice 
by saying it was not so, he proposed the affair should 
be decided by arms ; which was readily assented to, 
particularly by Sir Humphrey, who having always 
been reputed as very skilful in feats of anns^ hoped 
by this means to overthrow his antagonist, and come 
off victorious. 

Each party, therefore, called in tbe several 
knights and noblemen who were to act as witnesses 
to the combat ; and an inclosure having been mad« 
before tbe mansion, early one morning tbe com- 
batants entered i , and took their post opposite each 
otbert in front of no less than twelve noblemen of 
distinguished rank, besides forty knights of inferior 
degree, and a vast number of ladies -, the latter of 
whom all of them, by their eager ]oQks> evidently 
shewed how they wished the combat to terminate. 
A herald then proclaimed aloud the challenge of 
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^ward to his opponent^ which another proclaimed 
would be accepted ; and every thing being in readi- 
ness^ the knights took their weapons, and at the first 
signal charged each other with great fury. At the 
first onset their lances broke in twain in the middle, 
and their horses received so riolent a shock, that 
they were both nearly being thrown ofif ; but nothing 
more material happened. In the second. Sir Hum- 
phrey was not so fortunate, as fresh weapons were 
instantly procured -, for his antagonist, coming up 
with great force, he was Mrly thrust out of his sad- 
dle, and driven over his horse's tail backwards upon 
the ground. Leaping up, he drew his sword ; and 
Edward having alighted and done the same, they 
fell to with great vigour. But the combat lasted 
not long, however, in this manner ; for iii a short 
time Edward ran his adversary through the body, 
and he fell down apparently dead ; while the victof^ 
retired from the inclosure, amidst the echo of ap- 
plause, and acclamations from the scaffolding. 

Assistance being procured, and a surgeon got. 
Sir Humphrey presently recovered his senses j and 
the fear of death had taken such hold on him, that 
he in his terror of it made a confession of all his nu- 
merous crimes, to the great astonishment of thef 
greater part of the hearers 5 and Sir Francis related 
more fully the different particulars of Edward^* 
cladms. The ladies were without delay sent for 
from London, and, with the rest of the household^ 
arrived in a few days. And the youog knight, hav- 
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mg receired the congratulations of Sir Tliomas^ and 
all the rest of the knights and noblemen^ went to 
take possession of his estates -, Tvhere the first thing 
he did was to replace all the old tenants and do^ 
mesties^ whom his predecessor Sir Humphrey had 
turned away, and who were still living in that part 
of the country, in their former situations ; and 
next to remove the remains of Sir Philip and his 
lady, which their murderer had in his confession 
said were deposited beneath one of the towers, to a 
handsome monument, in the church-yard df the vil- 
lage, and have the one Sir Humphrey had erected at 
his mock funeral of Lady de Valence pulled down. 

Nothing now remained but the confirmation of 
his claims by the king, to procure which Sir Francis 
thought it advisable that he should go to London. 
Accordingly he did so ; and having attained his end, 
he on his return declared to the Baron his attach- 
ment to the Lady EUena. The Barpn gave his con- 
sent to their marriage. The same day did it happen 
that the Baron*s two sons, who had conceived an af- 
fection, the one to the Lady Philippa, and the other 
to the Lady Matilda, declared it ; and as they like*^ 
wise met with the approbation of all parties, the nup^ 
tials of three couple were celebrated three successive 
weeks with great rejoicings. And thus did Sir 
Francis's dream come not only to be realized, but in 
still greater joy than his fancy had represented. 

Sir Francis, at the entreaty of his young knight, 
resolved to continue at the castle for the rest of hit 
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life. The Baron*s two sons purchased a domain in 
the immediate vicinity^ which was unoccupied 3 and 
it being very large^ divided it between them : while 
the Baron, who preferred living by himself^ occu- 
pied a small but pleasant mansion in the midst of 
the boundary between them^ so as to be at an equal 
distance from both. The Lady Barbarina went ofif 
with a knight^ whom she had met with at Sir Tho- 
mas's^ to his estate j and Michael heartily rejoiced, 
that after all their troubles, they were at last com- 
fortably settled. And as for the rest of the persons 
who have been mentioned in this history. Sir Hum- 
phrey de Valence, whose wound, though dangerous, 
was not mortal, liaving by the attendance of a skil- 
ful suigeon, and considerable care, recovered from 
it, went to his own castle, to vent his vexation ; 
where in a short time he became such a tyrant, that 
his own men formed a conspiracy among themselves, 
and assassinated him. And Sir Everard Tracy, hav- 
ing been suspected by Sir Humphrey of assisting the 
Lady Matilda in her escape, was by him poisoned. 

A short time after Edward and his lady had been 
married, she presented him with a son, who was 
named after his father. They besides this had after- 
wards several other children -, and Sir Francis lived 
to see them become happy in the completion of all 
their wishes. 

THE END. 
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